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The Giftie's Gift. 

" O wad some poor the g^iftie gie us 
Tae see oursels as ithers see us. " 

Drucken Robbie Burns. 

To The Editor of The Stenographer. 
Sir : 

THE present letter needs no remark. 
Your intelligent readers may not 
comprehend the symfication of the 
term *'spud,** used by Mr. Mac- 
Bustem, so I explain that it is a Hibernian 
usage for potato, otherwise murphy. 

Yours truly, 
Duncan Anderson, F. R. S. E. 

LETTER No. 3. 

The Wanderers' Hotel, 

Baltimore, U. S. A., 

5th February, 1844. 

My Dear Anderson : 

Your last letter was very acceptable to 
me, for it came just when I needed a 
mental refreshment, as well as something 
for the heart. The rush for monev here 
crushes down every other feeling ; the dol- 
lar has first place in all thin'gs. It seems to 
say, 'Thou shalt have none other gods 
before Me." 

I came here to see the McNabs, and find 
them very well. Jessie and Annie are at 
home helping their mother, and Donald is 
a draughtsman. * * * ♦ • * 

* * * You would have been amused at a 
political meeting I attended in New York, 
before I came South. Strolling along Hud- 
son street, one night, with a Vermont man, 
we saw a crowd trying to get into a small 
shop done up as a meeting house. We 
joined them and got inside, and the place 
filled more and more until everybody was 
perspiring, although there was a wind out- 
side that cut like a knife. I read on the 
wail, ** Barney O'Brien, bricklayer, ad- 



dresses, etc., etc., and at the time a stout 
man, like a pot-house keeper, got 'on his 
pins and announced *' Mr. O'Brien!** The 
enthusiasm was tremendous. If it had been 
the O'Brien himself, the reception could 
not have been improved. Quiet being re- 
stored, a beery-looking fellow, who might 
have been anything from a fourth rate prize- 
fighter to a first rate swindler, called out : 
'* As this is a meetin* of foorst importance, I 
wish to know if there's a reporter about?" 
Before I could wink, up jumps the Vermont- 
er, ** Yes, sir, here's a professional reporter, 
a man I will guarantee of first-rate abilities, 
able to write 500 words in two and one- half 
minutes and point his pencil to the bar- 
gain." "That's the boy. Send him up." 
**Hooray ! Up wid the broth av a bhoy," 
shouted the free, independent and intelli- 
gent ** Government." I felt anything but 
willing. I tried to whisper to the Vermonter 
that I came in for a joke, not to have any- 
thing to do with their humbug, but he 
whispered, ** Up you'll go or they'll chuck 
us out the window." 

When the speech began I nearly choked 
with laughter. Barney wanted to convert 
the "bhoys" to protection, I soon saw, and 
the way he took was to carefully avoid say- 
ing anything about it, but to say everything 
evil his imagination could conjure up against 
the British Government. The free and in- 
dependent electors sat like sphinxes, listen- 
ing to the windbag. "An' what did the 
English do at the battle of the Boyne ? Yes, 
Irishmen, what did they do but refyaysed 
protection to poor old Oireland an' she's 
been goin down ever since. Thin, agin, look 
at Scotland. Scotland nivir wus a cunthry 
but they cud nivir conqor poor ould Oireland 
(tremendous cheers), whut did the English 
do to Scotland ? "—This was a little more 
than I could stand, as you will feel, and I 
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dropped my pencil, bounced to my feet; 
"Scotland, ye blitherin' Tippearary spud 
ye, what in thunder do you know about 

Scotland? You're a .'* My coat was 

violently pulled and I banged down into the 
chair with more celerity than dignity. The 
audience, who had not caught my words, 
stared in astonishment, Barney stared, too, 
but the Vermonter got on his feet. ** That 
last peroration of our graphic and illustrious 
orator, gentlemen (great applause), has so 
carried away the reporter that he is unable 
to get it down, can't digest it quick enough, 
in fact, but he will be right m a minute. Per- 
haps Mr. O'Brien would repeat them last 
words." While Mr. O'Brien did so the 
Vermonter sat down beside me. "For 
heaven's sake, sit quiet and keep cool, do 
you want us both shot through the ceiling?" 
I had recovered my senses, however, by this 
time. 

The seconder of Barney's speech was 
" Mr. Phelim Frogarty, well known to you 
all." Mr. Phelim was a genial old fellow. 
He made a good start, but presently the 
torrent of oratory completely choked up 
the narrow passage and Mr. Phelim began 
to stutter and splutter. The sympathising 
audience cheered and cheered, and Phelim, 
in response, began to shed tears. He 
choked, watered, sputtered frantically, 
waived his arms and then got relief in a 
volley of oaths against landlords in gen- 
eral. Curious country this, I thought to my- 
self. When the meeting finished I went up 
to the pot-house-looking gent who it turned 
out was what they call a "boss " or " ward- 
bos*" a function I do not understand, and 
asked if he wanted the report at once. " O! 

the report be ," he said, with the nearest 

approach to a smile that art or craft could 
possibly raise on his bloated visage. "Here, 
take this," and he handed me a couple of 
dollars, and offered me a drink of some 
stu£f they call " lagar," which I declined. 

Next day I saw in the Freeborn American 
a report of the meeting, that made my eyes 
reel. 

GREAT MEETING IN THE SIXTH WARD 



When I turned into the office I saw at a 
glance that the. report had got there before 
me, and I kept very busy at work while the 
other fellows seemed to do none at all. 
The fellow that made up that report could 
give Ananias points and a thousand mile 
start any day in the week. It had not a 
word of the O'Brien's in it, but was a fab- 
rication from end to end. 

As I left the office that night I said to the 
Vermonter, "I'm going to see about taking 
up that Freeborn American newspaper for 
libel." "Mac," he replied, as he turned 
blue and pale, all at once and together, 
"fetch me a drink," and he leaned against 
the wall and covered his face with his hand- 
kerchief. They are funny people, these 
Americans. I'll serve ten years as a swind- 
ler before I become a politician here. 
Very truly yours, 

Lachlan MacBustem. 



Protection Elaborated by Barney O'Brien. 



Full and Verbatim Report by the Great Irish Re- 
porter, Larrigan MacBashem. 



Good Typewriting. 

BEING perhaps as interested in good 
typewriting as anybody in the 
country, having for a reason not 
only the promotion of a method 
of fingering which I believe in thoroughly, 
but also the conviction that the subject of 
machine management is not given the at- 
tention that its importance demands, I have 
recently taken the liberty of addressing to 
business colleges a circular, in part, couched 
in the following language : 

Pardon me — have you a teacher of type- 
writing? Do not think this inquiry an 
impertinence, for some schools have none. 
There are institutions where that instruction 
is comprised in an equipment and a com- 
mand. There is no supervision, and the 
student would be all by his lonesomeness, 
were it not for the companionable click. 
Now and then by sheer strength of charac- 
ter a learner will rise superior to his en- 
vironment, and by exceptional ability, prove 
the rule — that is, the rule of that place. 
Thereupon it will be decided there that 
typewriting requires no instruction. May I 
remark that such procedure makes a happy 
present, but a dismal future. There can be 
no widening circle of results, no building 
for the time and the people to come ; in 
short, sufficient for the day is the evil there- 
of. The legitimate outcome will be, fewer 
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scholars every year — not poorer ones, be- 
cause nothing could be poorer. 

On the other hand, up-to-date schools 
have a teacher of type writing doing nothing 
else. Of course, I do not mean a teacher 
with one text-book, and an infinite capacity 
for making slips. .That belongs to the day 
of small things. Now it is considered wiser 
to have ample facilities, and it not only 
helps the teacher mightily to have a manual 
of instruction, but to have such a book with 
every machine. There is real economy in 
this — it has a liberal look, and the public 
appreciates liberality. If gratitude has been 
defined as a lively sense of favors expected, 
then may we not infer that the reWard of 
such liberality is a keener appreciation on 
the part of parents, a better feeling in the 
student — and more and more of them to 
enjoy that feeling. ♦ * * Is your type- 
writing department above criticism? It 
ought to be. 

It would not be singular for this com- 
munication to have been received with 
varying feelings. Not every reader would 
like the style, but excuse may be offered for 
this that so many circular letters gravitate to 
the waste-basket, without even being read, 
it would seem necessary to win attention by 
an exceedingly bald statement of fact. 
Then again, if the said fact be unwelcome, 
added cause for discomfort might be charg- 
ed. However, not all would view the mat- 
ter in this latter light ; for example, here is 
a reply that illustrates the retort courteous, 
and if no other response had come, I should 
have been fully rewarded for the uncom- 
mercial part of my appeal : 

"Yours of blank date is a circular letter 
just at hand, asking if we have a teacher of 
typewriting. We certainly have an excel- 
lent teacher typewriter, and have had for 
many years, having always employed the 
best we could avail ourselves of. Our 
method of teaching typewriting is the touch 
method. Students in the dictation class 
often write in their regular exercises sixty 
words per minute. We have had students 
in typewriting attain eighty-five words per 
minute, new matter. We not only have a 
book on typewriting for each machine, but 
each student has one for his or her own 
individual use. * * » We give a great deal 
of attention to typewriting here, knowing 
its value." 



Now, this may not interest the subscribers 
of The Stenographer at large so much as 
it may the few who are interested in type- 
writing, and especially in that phase of it 
which the business college represents. 

There has been a good deal of progress 
and improvement since my day in a com- 
mercial school, when (in the 8o's) there was 
but one writing machine and no instruction 
upon it, that I can remember — not even a 
pretence. To-day the best institutions have 
extensive typewriting departments, well 
equipped with machines and text-books, 
and for the most part, presided over by 
competent instructors. 

This branch of the work is highly im- 
portant. Indeed, it has come to be ac- 
knowledged as nearly, if not quite, the most 
important feature of the school — and such 
being the case, it is incumbent upon the 
many to emulate the high standard set by 
the few. Bates Torrkv. 



The Psychology of Shorthand. 

THE writing of longhand is less com- 
plex for the mental faculties than 
the writing of shorthand. In 
writing longhand the words to be 
represented by characters are given and 
memory presents to consciousness a men- 
tal image of each written word in its 
order, from which the hand receives its im- 
pulse to execute them. The rapid longhand 
writer must fully sense the thought, as the 
correct mental image of the word as a 
whole depends upon the meaning conveyed, 
and the question of orthography, if pre- 
sented at the time of writing, greatly retards 
the process. Speed in longhand demands 
the recognition of words as wholes and not 
as words composed of separate letters, for 
the moment that a word is separated into 
its parts it is no longer a word but a portion 
of the alphabet. Longhand writing is not 
only a complete representation of words, 
but its mental image approximates the 
printed form. Shorthand writing is an in- 
complete representation of words by char- 
acters which do not at all resemble the 
English form. For this reason the short- 
hand writer depends upon the memory of 
forms composed of sound elements which 
do not correspond in number with the sound 
elements oi the words that suggest them. 
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This incompleteness of form has been re- 
garded as a great hindrance to theacquision 
of shorthand and the gaining of skill in its 
use, but oi absolute necessity to the practi- 
tioner in order to attain to the required 
speed. Some shorthand writers claim that 
high speed is the direct result of quite brief 
forms while others contend that it is 
mainly produced by quickness of thought. 
There seems to be good grounds for hold- 
ing to both of these opinions, (or the slow 
thinker must necessarily write brief forms, 
while the fast thinker can execute more 
rapidly and hence can write fuller iorms with 
the same speed. It is a psychological fact 
that quick action must be preceded by quick 
thought. On the other hand a mind that 
gets lost in details may travel very fast 
without extricating itself. It is possible to 
unite several elements so that the group 
may be regarded by the mind as a jingle 
thing, which greatly simplifies the thought 
process. This is illustrated by the fact that 
long English words made up of many let- 
ters are as easily brought before the con- 
sciousness as short words composed of few 
elements. 

With the shorthand writer, word and 
phrase-forms are suggested as complete 
things and not as so many united elements. 
Skill in shorthand writing may be measured 
by the extent to which this intellectual 
power is cultivated. The usual method em- 
ployed in attaining this much desired end, 
after the principles of shorthand are thor- 
oughly mastered, is the practice of writing 
from dictation until the requisite speed is 
reached. The monotony of this process 
need not be enlarged upon. It is the pur- 
pose of this article to throw a little light on 
the subject at this point in the stenogra- 
pher's struggle for higher speed. Under 
dictation conditions the writer is forced, 
not only to carry a certain amount of En- 
glish in his mind but to carry on the process 
of constantly putting together of elements 
until they appear before the consciousness 
as complete forms. This corresponds to 
the method of learning words by construct- 
ing them out of letters, a very slow process 
which has been discarded by modern ed- 
ucators for the more rational plan of accept- 
ing them at the outset as complete parts of 
speech. A partial attempt to present short- 
hand forms in this manner has been made 



by some shorthand authors who have pro- 
vided their systems with a nomenclature, or 
a glossary of names which unite the ele- 
ments of form. The superiority of some 
systems has been almost entirely due to 
their excellent nomenclatures. 

A name whose elements exactly corres- 
pond with the elements of the form which 
it indicates, has an important bearing on 
the psychology of shorthand writing. It 
greatly simplifies the process of "getting up 
speed ** by reducing the questions involved 
to a minimum. If the shorthand writer 
knows the names of his forms, whether they 
are phrase-forms, sign combinations or 
stems, the question of speed rests with the 
perception of the sound relation between 
the English word and the name of the sign 
used to represent it. The result of this 
perception is that a distinct mental image 
of the sign will appear to the xronsciousness 
at the instant the corresponding word is 
spoken. A satisfactory proof of this fact 
can be reached by reading names of forms 
from English, before dictation, and it will 
be found that the facility of writing will 
very nearly equal the facility of such read- 
ing. This occurs, however, only when the 
name and form stand in the mind in the 
same relation to each other as spoken and 
written English ; that is, as equivalents. 

If this be an accurate analysis of the men- 
tal process involved in the execution of 
shorthand, the labor of getting up speed 
can be greatly lessened by confining prac- 
tice to prepared exercises, speaking and 
writing the forms alternately from the En- 
glish until this can be done readily, after- 
wards repeating the process from general 
matter. This prepares the way for rapid 
dictation which should be used mainly as a 
test of the work performed, until a good 
rate of speed is attained. Experience then 
will gradually increase the executive skill 
of the shorthand writer. 

Proficiency in shorthand writing consists 
first in knowing what to write, and second 
in knowing how to write it. 

E. C. Merrill. 
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National Stenographers' 
Association. 

THIS day has been devoted by me to 
the cause of the National Stenogra- 
phers' Association, which for some 
time has been drifting with the 
relentless tide, as it were, little effort having 
been made to strengthen our lines and 
forces since we concluded to defer the 
meeting of the State Committees for perma- 
nent orgaization, until 1899. But 1899 is 
already approaching port, and something 
more must be done by way of preparation 
for said meeting. After conference with 
certain prominent doers and leaders in 
shorthand matters in this country, it has 
been deemed wise to sub divide this great 
land into sections and place over each a 
vice-chairman. We shall expect this vice- 
chairman to take hold of matters in his 
particular section and push them, filling up 
the various State and Territorial Committees 
with regular and alternate members, getting 
these members in touch with each other 
and with the movement, as far as possible, 
thus preparing for the proposed organiza- 
tion of our forces sometime in 1899, in the 
hope of forming at that time a successful 
permanent association. It will require 
something more than the usual cheering 
words that many have given and do give to 
make this movement a success— words and 
works are very diflFerent things. 

As chairman of the organization com- 
mittee of the National Stenographers' As- 
sociation, I have divided the country into 
seven sections, as follows : 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa- 
chussetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. 

No vice-chairman yet named. 

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. No vice-chairman named. 

Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia. North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Dis- 
trict of Columbia. J. D/ Campbell, Spar- 
tanburg, N. C, vice-chairman. 

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, and Minnesota. J. D. Strachan, 
Brazil, Ind., vice-chairman. 

Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Colo- 
rado, North Dakota, South Dakota, Mon- 
tana and Wyoming. O. C. Gaston, Tabor, 
Iowa, vice-chairman. 



Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Arizona/ 
New Mexico arid Indian Territory. C. M. 
Kella, Austin, Texas, vice-chairman. 

California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho and Utah. L. E. Bontz, San Jose, 
Cal., vice-chairman. 

I have furnished these gentlemen with 
lists of committees named to date, in their 
respective sections, empowering them, so 
far as in me lies, by virtue of my office, to 
make such additions and alterations, as they, 
according to their best judgment, desire for 
the welfare of the National stenographic 
movement. They arc all A i, as men full 
of zeal and earnest endeavor and well- 
known in the profession. It is hoped they 
will proceed immediately to fill up their 
committees and do all they can in helping 
to pave the way for a splendid and success- 
ful meeting in 1899. As they (ill up the 
committees and make necessary changes, it 
would be well to report same to the leading 
shorthand magazines for publication, thus 
showing the progress being made from time 

to time. 

Kendrick C. Hill, Chairman. 

Trenton, New lersey, 

November 11, 1898. 

Eastern Commercial Teacher's 
Association. 

A JOINT meeting of this Associa- 
tion and the New York Teachers' 
Association was held November 
25 and 26 at Packard College, New 
York. An interesting ptograni was carried 
out, in addition to which the members enjoy- 
ed a banquet at the St. Denis Hotel, Friday 
evening. About eighty or ninety partici- 
pating. 

The subjects especially interesting to your 
shorthand and typewriting readers are : 
"Should we aim to maintain one or two- 
year courses in our Commercial Schools? " 
by N. P. Heffly ; discussion opened by W. 
E. Drake, of Jersey City. *'What effect 
will the Teaching of Bookkeeping, Short- 
hand and Typewriting in the public schools 
have on our business colleges in the fu- 
ture?'* by Geo. P. Lord, of Salem, Mass. ; 
discussion by C. C. Gaines, of Poughkeep- 
sie, N. Y. •*' How can we make our Short- 
hand Department more practical?" by 
Charles M. Miller. *'Busine^s Schools vs. 
Commercial High Schools," by Dr. H. M. 
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Rowe, of Baltimore ; discussion opened by 
E. M. Barber, New York City. 

Mr. Heffley said after a three-years* at- 
tempt to establish a two- years' course in 
his college he had abandoned the effort, 
having had in that time only three inquiries. 
He could not compete with the high schools 
which gave for nothing that which he was 
obliged to charge for. He of course favored 
the one- year course for business colleges, 
as the only practical one. The papers of 
Messrs. Lord and Rowe provoked kindred 
discussion. Mr. Kowe prophesied that the 
commercial high school ** will wipe off the 
face of the earth a certain class of business 
colleges " It would be a survival of the 
fittest. The public was beginning to be- 
lieve the reiterated claims of the business 
college proprietors that business education 
was superior in value to all other kinds and 
were demanding it of the school boards as 
part of the free education. As justifying 
this demand, he said, but about five per 
cent, of the grammar school pupils entered 
high school, and but about five per cent, of 
the high school pupils soiight a collegiate 
education. The logic of this is** that as the 
bulk of those attending public schools '*quit- 
uate ** into the busy world to struggle for a 
living, the public schools should equip 
them, as far as possible, to fight the battle 
of life. He believed the high school com- 
mercial courses preferable to those of the 
ordinary business college, the superior or- 
ganization of the former enabling them to 
give better satisfaction. He, however, did 
not deem the properly-equipped and prop- 
erly-managed business college antagonistic 
to the high school course. (Here's a good 
subject for magazine discussion). 

A notable feature of Mr. Miller's paper 
was an appeal to the typewriter companies 
to deal more justly with the business col- 
leges. He said : ''It seems to me mani- 
festly unfair that because of certain trade 
combinations we are held up to a price for 
typewriter equipment that is out of all pro- 
portion to the annual returns we get from 
the machines ; as, by maintaining our short- 
hand departments, we are not only helping 
ourselves, but, what is more, we are doing 
for the companies precisely what they would 
have to do had it not become the fashion to 
have typewritiug taught in our schools. 
Well might the typewriter companies be 



fair about the matter, and retain the right 
of demanding that only first class, high- 
grade operators shall be sent them, and 
thereby protect themselves from inferior op* 
erators, and at the same time help us, who 
have to bear the expense and to take the 
risks incident to conducting the schools 
wherein the instruction is given." In con- 
nection with this subject, a resolution was 
adopted by the associations expressing their 
conviction that typewriting machines should 
be furnished to business colleges at a rate 
not to exceed $2$ per machine; and ordering 
that a copy of the resolution be sent to each 
typewriter company in the United States. 

Resolutions of regret at Mr. Packard's 
death were passed. Mrs. Packard was 
elected honorary member of both associ' 
ations for life. 

The following officers of the Eastern Com- 
mercial Teachers' Association were elected 
for the ensumg year : President, George 
P. Lord, of Salem ; vice-president, Miss 
Emma Tibbetts, Boston ; treasurer, £. C. A. 
Becker, Worcester, Mass.; secretary, Chas. 
M. Miller, New York. 

The next meeting of the Eastern Com- 
mercial Teachers' Association will be held 
in Salem, at the rooms of the Salem Com- 
mercial School, Friday and Saturday im- 
mediately preceding Easter. 

Chas. T. Platt. 



Thb afternoon class of the Metropolitan 
Shorthand School, of New York, had the 
pleasure of listening to a talk, on Decem- 
ber 2d, from the well-known Congressional 
reporter, Mr. David Wolfe Brown. Mr. 
Brown described the method of reporting 
in the House of Representatives, and very 
much amused the pupils by his delineations 
of the difficulties encountered by the official 
reporters in securing the notes of the differ- 
ent speeches. It was a surprise to some 
of the novices to learn that Mr. Brown was 
not in the habit of carrying about with him 
a desk, when following up a member in 
some remote part of the House, but that 
he uses an old-fashioned excise bottle 
and an ordinary steel pen, with which he 
takes his notes, standing or sitting, as he 
can catch them. It is hard to think of 
anything more encouraging to a beginner, 
than to have a veteran of the profession 
willing to spend a few moments of valuable 
time to give helpful talks of this character. 
Those who listened to Mr. Brown, on the 
occassion referred to, felt that the time he 
could give to them was far too short, and 
all wished they might accept his cordial 
invitation to visit the House of Representa- 
tives, and the reporter's room under his 
personal guidance. 



Law Language. 

Abstract of Itslimony. etc., from Lee vs. 

Kennedy {reported 25 Misc. [N. V.], 

t^o et. seq ) 

IN THE CASE at Bar", upon the close 
of plainiilT's proofs', the defendant, 
testifying in her own behalf, stated 
what took place at the lime of the deposit, 
which can best be given by the following 
extract from the record : 

Q. " What did he {the bank officer) say 
as to how yon were to put it (money) in, in 
order to do that thing?" 

A. " I just told him I was to put it (the 
money) in, in trust for the girl, 
Q. (The Court). " And then what did 

A. "He said, 'all right'; and I said, 
'she is not to get this until after my death, 
and unless she remains with me she won't 
get it.' I made use of those words. 

Q. "And what did he say to that f " 

A. " He said that was all right and took 
the money and gave me a book." 

" The counsel for the plaintiff objected to 
thecompetency of this evidence. • • » It 
was part of the res gestae."' 



"The action was not brought to 
from the defendant the child's earnings 
which she had received. Even if it had 
been, it might well be doubted whether 
there could be a recovery on that ground, 



•U|e oCa judicial prDcndiDg when the plaini 
oBemI ulf Ibe evideiiceor which hi* cbk 






as the defendant seems to have stood in 
loco parentis^ towards the child." 

In the case of The People vs. Reilly (re- 
ported in as Misc. [N. Y.] Reports, page 
45), wherein the defendant had been con- 
victed of the crime of grand larceny as a 
second offense, the trial judge charged the 
jury that the defendant should be consid- 
ered innocent until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt, and added (according to 
the stenographer's minutes): "As you are 
probaby aware, the law of France is entirely 
the reverse ; there the defendant is bound 
to prove his innocence, but in this country 
when a man is placed on trial for the com- 
mission of a crime, he is presumed to be in- 
nocent until the people prove his guilt." 
The defendant's counsel insisted that the 
charge in regard to the law of France was 
error which entitled him to a certificate of 
reasonable doubt, and he accordingly ap- 
plied therefor to the special term. Justice 
Giynor in passing upon that application 
intimated (as will be noted in the follow- 
ing language, quoted from his opinion), 
that the stenographer did not correctly re- 
port the charge. Justice Gaynor says : " It 
would seem that there must be some mis- 
take in the taking down of this part of the 
charge ; for from Moses down to this time 
no law, or lawgiver, has ever even sug- 
gested tbatone accused of crime must prove 
himself innocent in order to escape being 
convicted." 

I should like to hear from the stenog- 
rapher who reported that charge, upon the 
subject of his confidence in the accuracy of 

4. In loro par/nlii. lr.aliu:-Hi Ihe place of ■ par- 
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his report thereof. Will he come forward ? 
The case was reported in the county ctiart 
of Kings County, as I understand. 



« 
* « 



Correspondence . 

The oft-repeated, yet ever interesting, 

question : What is the maximum speed in 

shorthand writing ? is again presented by 

** Inquirer,'' in the following communication: 

** H. W. Thornk, Esq., 

Johnstown, N. Y. 

Dear Sir : The liberty of addressing you 
is taken with a view of ascertaining more 
definitely the limit of speed in shorthand. 
In your comment on the article quoted, in 
the November Stenographer, from the 
Chicago Chronicle, you say regarding the 
ability of a phonographer being ' capable of 
following literally the speech of the most 
rapid talker,' that, in your opinion, the 
shorthand writer does not live who is capa- 
ble of reporting the most rapid talker ac- 
curately. I have always thought this to be 
true, but have never before noted.the state- 
ment coming from a man entitled to an 
opinion ; I have however noticed numerous 
statements, coming from seeming authorita- 
tive source, of a speed of 300 words per 
mmute, to say nothing of the strange claims 
of our Chicago sensationalist. What does 
Mr. Dement mean by claiming such ridicu- 
lous speed? Is he really an able writer? 
Who is the woman that dictates? 

*' Where do you place the speed limit in 
shorthand for verbatim writing ? Can a man 
speak more than 300 words per minute dis- 
tinctly ?*' Inquirer. 

[Answer. — My correspondent, evidently, 
has not read the annual reports of the New 
York State Stenographers' Association, or 
he would have noted similar statements by 
the highest authorities. Mr. Dement is, un- 
doubtedly, a rapid writer — his latest claim 
being a speed of 402 words in one minute. 
I believe Mrs. Dement dictates to htm. 

The ''speed limit in shorthand verbatim 
writing'' has not been determined. 

The average man cannot enunciate dis- 
tinctly more than 300 words in one minute. 

The subject of fast writing is considered 
at length in a paper entitled "Speed in 
Shorthand," read by Mr. Frank H. Burt 
{official court reporter, 25 Globe Building, 
Boston), and fully discussed at the meeting, 
in 1897, of the New York State Stenogra- 
phers' Association. (See proceedings of 
that Association for 1897, pp. 92-103). 
Among other matters, in his very interesting 
paper, Mr. Burt relates a reading test of 81 



words, the fastest reading being at the rate 
of 540, and the slowest 400, words per 
minute. He narrates his own experience of 
a very rapid cross-examination, sustained 
for half an hour, averaging 216^ words 
per minute. He refers to the record of Mr. 
E. W. Harnden (34 Pem'oerton Square, 
Boston), in taking a short prayer of Phillips 
Brooks, at the rate of 325 words per minute. 
In commenting on this Mr. A. P. Little, 
of Rochester, N. Y., said : ** No man can 
write, with accuracy, 325 words per minute, 
of ordinary discourse, and I challenge any 
man on earth to do it." Mr. Little has a 
standing challenge to wager ''anywhere 
from one to ten thousand dollars that 250 
words cannot be written per minute ac- 
curately and transcribed, a^ per the original 
proposition." A copy of the proceedings 
for 1897 may be obtained by enclosing fifty 
cents therefor to the editor of The Stenog- 
rapher, 603 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Penna. 



« 



HOW MUCH DO YOU CHARGE? 

^*My Dear Mr. Thorne: Have you any 
lists at your hand, prepared by public sten- 
ographers, containing their charges tor cor- 
respondence work by the page, carbon 
depositions (shorthand and transcripts), 
mimeograph work, etc? If you have any 
such price-lists, will you kindly send them 
to me, and if desired, I will return them 
promptly. I wish to inform myself what 
rates stenographers charge in different parts 
of the country." 

[Answer, — See page 56 of The Sten- 
ographer; for September, 1897, for a very 
complete table of typewriting and steno- 
graphic rates ; and page 87 of April (1898) 
number, where the whole fee question will 
be found fully considered, and many refer- 
ences to article on the subject] 

» « 

WHY NOT? 

A correspondent, who, for sake of con- 
venience, we will refer to as **Sounddic- 
tion," submits the following query : 

'* I have found it difficult to get the neces- 
sary dictation in my study of shorthand, 
and I have often wondered whether I could 
not get a graphophone to use as a dictator. 

'* It will cost me all of |io per month to 
hire a boy to read to me, and as I am a 
poor boy myself I cannot afford to pay this 
amount, as it would be impossible for me to 
perfect myself in shorthand in less than two 
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or three years, and in that time I would pay 
for several graphophones. 

" Don't you think a good graphophone 
could be used to fill the above requirements 
to an advantage?*' 

[j4fiswer, — I have no doubt you could use 
the machine advantageously for the pur- 
pose. Boys appear to **come high*' in your 
part of the world. Why not arrange with 
some person to read to you in exchange for 
instruction in shorthand or something else. 
You should not omit to utilize levery oppor- 
tanity to report, for practice, every form of 
human utterances-conversation, speeches, 
sermons, prayers, etc., etc. Won't some of 
you stenographers, whose voice is so seldom 
heard, speak a word to this boy on the sub- 
ject (so near his heart) of the feasibility of 
using the graphophone for dictation pur- 
poses ?] 

Notes. 

Miss Laura Krebs, of Syracuse, N. Y., a 
former stenographer in the ofiice of the 
Commissioner of Public Works of that city, 
will now receive the salary which was with- 
held from her, the Common Council of that 
city having lately directed payment thereof 
to her. 

The vacancy caused by the retirement oi 
Charles E. Knowles, as stenographer to the 
BufTalo (N. Y.) Police Board, has not yet 
been filled. It is claimed that the position, 
the salary of which is $80 per month, is not 
within the purview of the civil service law, 
for the reasons that it is " confidential " in 
its nature, that the test should be the per- 
sonal fitness of the incumbent rather than 
his ability to pass an examination, and, fin- 
ally, that he should know enough to refrain 
from divulging the knowledge he must, 
necessarily, acquire of the official business. 
If this contention prevails, it is probable 
that Mr. Richard Constantine, the present 
efficient stenographer to Buffalo's mayor, 
will be appointed. In the latter event, the 
mayor's ofiice will require a new stenog- 
rapher, whose salary will be $60 a month. 

" The stenographers of the Hennepin 
county (Minn.) district courts are nothing if 
not strictly up-to-date. They are of the 
very best that the country affords in rapidity 
ancf correctness, but they are not satisfied 
with that, they want all the new appliances, 
and they have now begun the use of the 
gramaphone [i^raphophone ?] for dictation. 

•*The machines used are of the very best 
kind, and are operated by electricity, power 



being furnished by the court house and 
city hall plant. The machines make and 
transmit records, and this is a great help to 
a stenographer. When they have taken 
their dictation in the court rooms, they can 
make records for two hours, getting all the 
work on the machine, and then leave the 
records to the typewriter, who makes the 
records at his leisure. It is a wonderful 
saving of time to the stenographer, and al- 
lows him much more time away from his 
work. It also facilitates the making of 
daily reports with less help." — 

Tribune (Minneapolis). 
The Stenographer would like to hear 
from some of the Minneapolis court scribes, 
concerning their experience with the graph- 
ophone — not from idle curiosity, but for th* 
benefit of the profession at large. 

H. A. Hautau, oi 427 Ashland Block, 
Chicago, 111., is one of the progressive, ac- 
tive stenographers of the windy city. If I 
mistake not, he will soon have something 
on the market in which amanuenses will be 
deeply interested. 

The International Association of Stenog- 
raphers (the 1898 proceedings of which are 
elsewhere referred to), have elected ofTicers 
for the ensuing year as follows : W. Philip 
Steinhaeuser, President, Allentown, Pa. ; 
W. P. Copeland, First Vice-president, New 
York, N. Y.; W. H. Croom, Second Vice- 
president, Memphis. Tenn.; A. W. Pye, 
General Secretary, Brunswick, Ga.; R. V. 
Ashley, Ass't General Sec'y, Battle Creek, 
Mich. ; Miss Ada King, Treasurer, Asbury 
Park. N. J. ; A. E. Eve, Esq., Legal Coun- 
sel, Brunswick, Ga.; Miss Winifred Trevel- 
lick, Librarian, Detroit, Michigan ; H. K. 
Wheaton, Chairman Conf. Com., Dansville, 
New York. 

Mr. Patrick J. Sweeney, 23 Washington 
Place, New York City, is still filling an im- 
portant position in the law-office of Whalen 
& Dunn, 206 Broadway, that city. Mr. 
Sweeney's prospects are brighter than 
those of the average young man. With 
nought save intellect, industry and persist- 
ence, he is surely working to the top of the 
ladder. He will, no doubt, become a full- 
fledged lawyer early in 1899. His philos- 
ophy consists in keeping happy, doing his 
very best to-day, and letting the future take 
care of itself. No one of my acquaintance 
deserves greater reward or success. 

Frank A. Small is one of Maine's official 
court stenographers, residing, if I remem- 



lO 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



ber correctly, at Portland. He has been re- 
porting in the courts of that state since 
1871. It is said that in his early experience 
he took notes for nearly every supreme 
court justice in the Pine Tree state. His 
longest jobs were the Abbott will case, tried 
at Augusta, lasting sixteen days, and the 
Gatchell murder case, continuing about as 
long. By his extended and intimate asso- 
ciation with lawyers and judicial proceed- 
ings, Brother Small has become a pretty 
good lawyer, although not admitted to the 
bar. He is a pleasant gentleman and very 
popular. 

An address upon technical medical topics 
was recently delivered by Dr. John B. Mur- 
phy before the Cleveland Medical Society. 
The Cleveland Journal of Medicine (129 131 

Euclid Ave., that city), says: "The sten- 
ographically reported address is published 
in this issue of The Journal, and will be 
found, upon reading, to be of more than 
ordinary importance. The work of Mr. J. 
S. Cadwalader, the Society's stenographer, 
was particularly well done.'* 

I do not know Mr. Cadwalader*s address, 
but communications addressed to him in 
care of the above-named journal will reach 
him. 

Mr. W. G. Cazeau, of Rochester, N. Y., 
has returned to his former position of sten- 
ographer for the Bartholomay Brewing Co., 
of that city. Mr. Cazeau was for a time 
stenographer in the Rochester post office. 

Mr. Edward S. Rose, a thoughtful and 
progressive stenographer of Philadelphia, 
Pa., is employed in the office of the Quaker 
City Fruit Co., importers of tropical fruit, 
at No. 6 Vine Street, that city. 

I was shocked to read of the sudden 
death of Arthur M. Baker, of 224 Jane St., 
Jersey City. Mr. Baker, who was 57 years 
old, had been assistant stenographer of the 
General Sessions Court of Jersey City for 
many years. He was out bicycling, accom- 
panied by his wife, and, while ascending a 
steep hill, grew faint and instantly passed 
away before his wife could summon assist- 
ance. He was the author of several works 
upon stenography, and was also a lawyer. 

W. W. Mohun, a stenographer attached 
to the United States Evacuation Commission 
in Havana, Cuba, recently died there of 
pneumonia. The remains were buried in 
the Colon cemetery in that city. 



Court Stenographer Frederick H. Cogs- 
well, of New Haven, Conn., who has been 
seriously ill for a long time, has sufficiently 
recovered to dispense with the services of 
his trained nurse. With Mrs. Cogswell, he 
has been sojourning at Lakewood for sev- 
eral weeks, and hopes to extend his quest 
for renewed health to several southern 
points, expecting to be absent about two 
months. The Stenographer unites with 
his many friends in wishing him a speedy 
return of perfect health. 

Miss Ethel R. Barnard, of Rochester, N. 
Y., has been appointed stenographer and 
clerk in the post-office of that city, the pos- 
ition having been formerly occupied by 
stenographer McElree. 

August Rohrig, ot Mauch Chunk, Pa., 
has temporarily forsaken the practice of 
stenography to become a student at Muh- 
lenberg College. His friends believe that 
he intends preparing for the ministry. 

Quintas F. Ehler, of Easton, Pa., acts as 
stenographer in Judge, Albright's court, at 
that place. He is also official reporter of 
two county courts. In one of those counties 
the lower classes speak '* Pennsylvania 
Dutch," which is difficult to understand, 
but Mr. Ehler' s long experience enables 
him to record it with comparative ease. He 
is a good court reporter of the Munson per- 
suasion. 

Harry Leyrer, formerly of AUentown, Pa., 
recently died of yellow fever, at Monterey, 
Mexico. A dozen years ago he secured his 
first position, that of stenographer with the 
Mexican Central Railroad, at Galveston, 
Tex., and so well did he perform his duties 
that he subsequently became assistant pas-^ 
senger agent of that road. 

Mr. John F. Ledwidge, shorthand re- 
porter. Room 313, Utah Lo^n and Trust 
Go's. Building, Ogden, Uta'h, writes, in good 
legible shorthand : " With kindest regards, 
from an industrious student and ardent ad- 
mirer of your * Praclical Court Reporting',^* 
The sheet of paper upon which Mr. L. 
wrote the above, is almost identical with 
that suggested in the above book for th% use 
of law stenographers. 

Fred G. W. Runk, of Easton, Pa., is the 
stenographer of Judge Lynch's court, at 
that place. Runk has been doing law- 
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eporting for sometime. In 1897 he re- 
ported the important case of The Old 
Colony Trust Co. vs. The London and 
Bethlehem Rapid Transit Co., which ran 
for a long time before a referee. 

Mr. Eugene McCarthy, of Cleveland, O., 
is still connected with Ihe Plain-Dealer, of 
that city, and retains all his old-time en- 
thusiasm in shoithand. Brother McCarthy 
continues to swear by The Stknogfaphbr, 
which is the proper caper. 

The 1898 proceedings of the International 
Association of Stenographers— f o r m e r 1 y 
known as the National Correspondence 
Association of Stenographers— will soon be 
ready for distribution. They contain all 
business transacted at the Convention held 
at Asbury Park, N. J., August 3d and 4th, 
1898. The following excellent papers will 
also be contained therein : •* Education of 
a Stenographer," by Miss E. Eunice Gar- 
field, Eau Claire, Wis. ; " Medical Report- 
ing," by Dr. John A. Hale, Alto Pass, 111. ; 
"Universal Stenographic Rates," by H. K. 
Wheaton, Dansville, N. Y. ; ''The Court 
Reporter," by Myrtle Slease, Kittanning, 
Pa. ; ** Incorporation of Shorthand Associa- 
tions," by Miss Winifred Trevellick, De- 
troit, Mich.; "Some Reflections," by W- 
Horace Croom, Memphis, Tenn. ; "Charges 
for Stenographic Work," by H.K. Whea- 
ton, Dansville, N. Y. ; "Advantages of 
Shorthand Associations," by W. Philip 
Steinhaeuser, Allentown, Penna. ; "Steno- 
graphic Journals," by E. E. Garfield, Eau 
Claire, Wis. Besides all these good things, 
there will be half-tones of the officers of the 
Association ; of those who read papers, and 
of honorary members. The size of the work 
will be 4x7 inches, of about 70 pages, with 
attractive paper covers. Price, 15 cents per 
copy ; or |i.2o per dozen, or more. Orders 
should be sent at once, as the supply is 
limited, to W. Philip Steinhaeuser, 201 N. 
Ninth St., Allentown, Pa. I trust that all en- 
terprising stenographers will secure copies. 

Many correspondents, in all parts of the 
country, will please accept my thanks, ex- 
pressed in this way, in lieu of a personal 
letter, for items of news and other favors 
received by me. I am always glad to hear 
from you, and trust that during the year 
lust opening our relations may be as cordial 
as they have been in the past. 



Among the subjects taught by the Utah 
Correspondence School of Shorthand, of 
Ogden, Utah, is law reporting, by an in- 
structor claiming to have had twenty years' 
experience in the courts of New York, 
Kansas, Idaho and Utah. 

Miss Marie B. Park, stenographer in the 
law office of Vernon H. Burke, Clevtland, 
O , has won the sobriquet of " Miss Myster- 
ious" from the newspaper reporters be- 
cause they failed to discover her identity 
when sworn as a witness preliminary to a 
hearing in the Burke-Dillenbaugh invest- 
igation in that city. And, by the way, that 
investigation was reported by stenographer 
Chestnutt of that city. 

The stenographers of the state of West 
Virginia are takmg steps to secure the nec- 
essary legislation, in that state, to properly 
provide for official court reporting. Any 
stenographer who has a copy, in handy 
form, of any law relating to the subject, will 
do the West Virginians a favor by forward- 
ing it with suggestions, to R. S. Douthat, 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Mr. H. S. Moir, P. O. Box 225, Chico, 
Cal., is an ambitious stenographer and de- 
serving of success in his chosen vocation. 

Mr. R. S. Douthat, of Huntington, W. 
Va., is a painstaking stenographer, and has 
won the confidence of his eoiployers, at- 
torneys Simms & Enslow, of that place. 

Forty-three candidates recently success- 
fully passed the civil service examination 
for merit, at Albany, N. Y. Twelve were 
residents of the latter city. Their names 
are : Alfred M. O'Neil, Anna M. Mitchell, 
Anna E. Burke, Agnes E. Kelly, Elizabeth 
Geisel, Julia Comfort, Effie T. Watson, 
Carolina A. Christie, Katherine Bosch, 
Julia Gray, Henry Hirschfeld and Gertrude 
V. M. Brice. Thirty-three candidates failed. 

Fitzgerald's School of Shorthand, Schen- 
ectady, N. Y., has become the leading in- 
stitution of its kind in the Mohawk Valley. 
Recently the spacious quarters of this busy 
centre of learning were opened to the grad- 
uates, students and their friends, and an 
evening of genuine pleasure was spent. 
Among the features of the entertainment 
were dancing and music, refreshments being 
served. About one hundred were present. 

Much credit is due for the success of the 
occasion to the reception committee com- 
posed of Katherine Carrall, Anna Hallen- 
beck, Julia Sommers, Anna Bradt, George 
Potter, Daniel Doty, Alice Seymour and 
Ruth Hamlin. The principal, William F. 
Fitzgerald, is an accomplished stenographer 
and an experienced law and general re- 
porter. 

Although a vacancy exists in the position 
of police court stenographer at Rochester, 
N. Y.. and while there are two lists of eligi- 
ble stenographers — one of women who were 
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not examined for court work and the other 
on which W. K. Tewksbury (well known 
through his prolonged contest with the civil 
service commission), is the only applicant — 
yet a new examination for the position will 
be beld, at which both sexes may compete. 
If Tewksbury should still maintain his pos- 
ition at the lop of the hst, it would seem 
that be must be appointed. 

Mr. W. H. Scale, stenographer with Meat 
Export Co., Wellington, New Zealand, in a 
letter, ordrring certain books from The 
Stbnographsr, says; "The New Zealand 
government has just sanctioned the evi- 
dence at the Supreme and magistrate's 
courts, b'inK taken by a shorthand writer 
instead of by the judge. I am a practical 
stenographer and intend to do court work. 
If there are any other books on the sub- 
iect yoti could recommend I should be glad 
if you would do so. 

"I am taking your Stenographer 
through your English agent, and 1 certainly 



think it worthy of the front rank in short- 
hand publications." 

Mr. Scale should also procure a copy of 
Bailey's "The Reporter's Word Book," ad- 
vertised on the last cover ol this number. 

I wish that every one of my friends and 
every one of my readers who feels that I 
have been of real benelit to him or her, in 
what I have, from time to time, presented 
in this department, would do me the kind- 
ness to make up and send to Thk Stenoo- 
FAPHKR, 410 Drexcl Building, Philadelphia, 
Pa., as long a list as possible of the nam<^s 
and addresses of stenograiihers who might 
be likely to subscribe for this magazine dur- 
ing the year 1899. 

"There are likely to be many openings in 

the future for stenographrrs whoarequal. 

ified in more languajres than one, and study 

to that end will doubtless be well repaid." — 

The Ladies' Home Journal. 

H. W. Thorne 
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Ida B. Turnrr, Editor. 

Correspondence and items ol general interest, relative to this Department, are 
solicited, and should be addressed to the editor of same. No. 724 South 
Sixteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




Your Goal— What is It ? 

WE CANNOT allow this season to 
pass without sermonizing briefly 
on this subject ; and a recent 
statement of Governor-elect Roosevelt pro- 
Tides a good text, as follows : 

"During conversation a would-be candi- 
date for a government oflice was mentioned, 
also his wife who is a brilliant, forceful 
woman, most anxious on behalf of her 
husband. ' If she wanted the place herself, 
it would be an easier matter,' said Colonel 
Roosevelt ; ' but a man who says he will 
take anything gets nothing. One must 
know whether he wishes to be governor or 
stenographer, or driver of a dray. He must 
be sure, too, that he is able to All creditably 
the oflice he seeks. The person who suc- 
ceeds must know deflnitely what he wants, 
and then work with persistent determination 
to win : and this is true of man or woman.' " 

In other words, to advance, to progess, 
even we stenographers must go about our 
work with decision, with deflniteness. Too 
many of us are drfting along, — content to 
go with the tide ; we have said this before 
but it will bear repetition. Real progress 
is not made by the easily satisfied men and 
women workers of this world ; we should 
be ever animated by a justiflable discontent; 
he whom we have quoted is one of the best 
examples of what he advocates ; and what 
is true of him is equally so of the humble 
pen- women who read these words. There 
is no position existing to day, within the 
scope of the stenographer, which does not 
offer a ladder upon which one can climb to 
higher things ; and there are just two steps 
necessary, — the first, to know what that 
higher thing is, and the second, to decide 
upon the best course by which to reach it. 
As you cross the threshold of the new year, 
have your aim well defined and the steps 
leading thereto well marked out. Accord- 
ingly, if, by the dawn of the year 1930, you 
will not have reached a broader outlook, 
if not in actual possession of the coveted 
place, all signs will have failed and we will 
cease prophesying. 



Answers to Correspondents. 

The Chances of the Phonograph in Court 
Reporting.— In reply to a ** Caliiornia sub- 
scriber's" query, with respect to this, we 
have the following from one of the ablest 
men in the profession ; his modesty stands 
in the way of our divulging his name, much 
as we should like to do so : 

**I have never had practical experience 
with the phonograph or graphophone in any 
branch of court reporting ; it is not neces- 
sary to have had, however, to say that 
neither instrument can ever displace the law 
reporter, unless some genius shall succeed 
in investing it with an intellect equal to that 
of the average law stenographer ; or unless 
courts, lawyers and litigants can be induced 
to accept every sound produced in the court 
room as the oflicial record in judicial pro- 
ceedings. This question agitated the court 
reporters of the country when the phono- 
graph was first invented ; it required but 
a very brief period, however, to settle the 
question against the probability of the ma- 
chine ever superseding the court reporter. 
The phonograph and graphophone are being 
used, to a limited extent, by law steno- 
graphers in getting out transcript. The 
stenographer dictates to the instrument, 
the matter being afterwards run off by an 
amanuensis on the typewriter as it is ground 
out by the phonograph. The stenogra- 
phers of the Hennepin County, (Minn.) Dis- 
trict Courts are using the graphophone for 
dictation, the machines being operated by 
electric power furnished by the court house 
and city plant. It is barely possible that 
some smart person may improve upon the 
phonograph, so that the matter dictated to 
it may be thereafter ground out mechani- 
cally to an automatically operated typewrit- 
ing and manifolding contrivance ; in which 
case the services of a typewriter operator 
would be dispensed with ; b.ut so long as 
discrimination in making up the record of a 
trial is absolutely indispensable, any ma- 
chine, short of the human hand, controlled 
by the human brain, will be inadequate. 
The closing sentences of your '* California " 
correspondent's letter, in the December 
number, convey a solemn (no, a joyful) 
truth." 

Small Foreign Remittances. — Miss J. E. F. 
asked in the September issue how one could 
remit to a foreign country a sum too small 
to involve the trouble and expense of an 
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international postoffice order. The only 
answer that comes to us is to purchase a 
coin or postage stamp of the nation con- 
cerned, and this can be done in any large 
city of our country by applying to the princi- 
pal stationers, etc. ; in fact, the department 
stores invariably have a toreign money 
window, where our correspondent could 
doubtless obtain what she seeks without 
any trouble or special outlay. 

Government Positions under the Civil 
Service Rules. — The correspondent who re- 
scently asked for information, as well a 
others interested, will be glad to learn that 
Miss Anna M. Laise has consented to write 
an editorial on this subject for the February 
number. Miss Laise is principal of the 
Washington Preparatory School, which 
makes a specialty of preparing students to 
take the Civil Service examination, and from 
our knowledge, is better qualified to speak 
on this topic than anyone else. Her repu- 
tation as a teacher, in the day school and by 
correspondence, is most enviable, and her 
ability to present a subject attractively and 
forcibly has already been demonstrated in 
The Stenographer. 

Association Data. 

The Denver Stenographers* Association 
has arranged a series of instructive enter- 
tainments for the winter and spring ; among 
the subjects treated will be : French paint- 
ers, Meissonier and Gerome ; Famous Wo- 
men of the F rench Salon ; Westminster 
Abbey ; Cliff Dwellers ; Paris, and Famous 
Paintings of the Louvre. This extension is 
the first organization of business women in 
Denver. It means the advancement and 
improvement of business life for women ; 
and it will be the aim of every member to 
uphold a high standard for stenographers. 
The membership is naturally increasing. 

** Business Women of the Future." — By 
means of the World- Herald, of Omaha, we 
are enabled to give the following extract 
from the address on this subject before the 
convennon recently held in that city, by 
Miss Gertrude Beeks, President, National 
Association of Women Stenographers: "The 
time-worn alle&:ation that women are usurp- 
ing the positions of men in business, may be 
combatted by the statement that man first 
stf-pped ovf-r the line binding the tabor of 
men from that of women and assumed the 
tasks theretofore belonging exclusively to 
women such as garment cutting and mak- 
ing, dairy work, etc. ; and woman had simply 
to follow the example set. Over 3,000,000 
women are earning independent livelihoods 
in the United States. New York city con- 
tains Too.ooo women who earn their own 
livine and support families. The average 
weeklv wagr'^s of working: women in Ameri- 
can cities is Jt^.24 ; the highest being at San 
T^ranri«;ro, $691; the lowest at Atlanta, 
I4.05." 



Correspondence. 

Stenographers' Union.— Miss K. L. L. 

say^, in the New York Press j ** I wish some 
one would agitate the question of a union 
among the stenographers, something after 
the manner of the trades unions, so as to 
drive the incompetent out of the field and 
keep the wages up to a living standard." 

C. £. C. says, m the same paper, " I think 
the cause of low wages for stenographers is 
the great number of cheap stenographers 
and typewriters with which the market is 
glutted. As a business man expects a cer- 
tain price for his wares, so in turn does a 
good stenographer expect to receive a just 
remuneration for his work. If such a thing 
as a stenographers' union were possible, I 
do not see why it would not be a good 
thing." 

Views upon this phase of the question 

are invited. If you have an opinion, please 

do not hesitate to express it, as it will bear 

discussion later on. 

Miss J. K. A. desires our defininition ot 
"The New Woman." We promise to think 
it over and give the result early in '99. 

Notes Prom the Field. 

Kitishima Kata Hasche, is the real or 
family name of the clever Japanese girl who 
is wihning fame by writing for the magazines 
and newspapers of Chicago and the East, 
under the name of Otano Watanna, while 
more dollars come from her work as a 
stenographer. 

The application of shorthand to foreign 
tongues depends upon the writer's knowl- 
edge of the language it is desired to write. 
The meaning of phonography is ''sound 
writing," and m every system each symbol 
represents a sound or combination of sounds. 
To represent these sounds, expressed in 
any language, is easy enough for a skilled 
stenographer, but to transcribe the notes in 
either Spanish, French or any other foreign 
language, requires a knowledge of its spell- 
ing, grammar, idioms, accents, etc., that 
only careful study can give. There are 
likely to be many openings in the future for 
stenographers who are qualified in more 
language than one, and study to that end 
will doubtless be well repaid. — Ladies* 
Home Journal. 

Miss Janet Remington, of Rochester, N. 
Y., has been appointed stenographer for the 
Commerce Commission, in New York, at a 
salary of $1,200. 

The first American woman to be married 
in Cuba, since its orcupation by the U. S. 
is a stenographer, Miss KatherineMuehleck, 
of Albany, to Lieutenant G. N. Bemford. 

Ida E. Turner. 






Teachers' Department. 

WILLIAM C. PARSAL, 
Secretary Aurora Modern College, Aurora, III., Editor. 

Theeditorof this department would be pleased to receive rnmm.tr.;/.^*:^ 
topic relating to the teaching of shorthand and tyJewMtinir^^E^^^^^ "^2" "J^^ 

methods and devices of his own. Why not oass thc^i on?? iZllu'^.W^^ teacher hag 
of your ideas as to the best way to teLrjh'i princl^lji S? shorfhn.^"''? \?* ^^""l^l °*^*°"« 
dictating, how you teach the Word-signs and what a?l vour reouiren^ent" f^ ^^^^yoxxnrc 
Perhaps you have some device which b^ridges ov"r d ffio.l^es ; le? us know abou't ft^*^"^'»^"- 
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|OW that the Christmas holidays are 
here, the weary shorthand teacher 
will, for a brief period, escape 
from the grind of the school-room, and may 
brush the chalk from his clothing, lay aside 
his hunted air and, for a few brief days, be 
away from the struggling, stumbling, falter- 
ing students whose destinies he has been 
guiding. 

Many will meet together, compare notes 
and return to their work with the renewed 
enerjsy and inspiration which comes from 
'* talking shop " with members of one's own 
profession. Each will find that others have 
been confronted with the same problems as 
himself, and that one shorthand school or 
one shorthand class is much like every 
other. 

For instance, in every class there is a 
young man who has, since his memory run- 
neth not to the contrary, been laboring 
under the impression that he is irresistably 
funny. When he is not doing or saying 
something, he looks as if he were going to, 
which is equally destructive of the teacher's 
peace of mind. He swaggers into the class- 
room and drops into a seat with a bang. 
He winks and smirks at the other members 
of the class, as much as to say, "If you want 
to see some fun, just keep your eye on me." 
Then he whiles away the recitation hour 
with such startlingly original antics as throw- 
ing paper-wads, scraping his feet on the 
floor, whistling, punching and poking those 
near him, etc. When not doing these 
things, he keeps up a running comment on 
anything the teacher may say. 

With what a feeling of relief does the 
teacher hail the day of his graduation, or 
rather the day on which he leaves, for he 
seldom is graduated. And when that happy 
day arrives and he does leave, his place is 
immediately taken by another just like him. 
He is always with us in one form or another. 



and we often wonder what becomes of him 
on leaving school. That question is fre- 
quently answered by finding him ringing a 
bell in front of a basement restaurant and 
informing the public that a square meal can 
be had upon the inside lor ten cents. 

Then there is the student who is always 
asking questions at the most unexpected 
and inopportune times. There seems to be 
a sort of pneumatic spring under his right 
arm, which requires but the merest breath 
to set it in motion, throwing his hand into 
the air. And the questions he asks ! They 
are as foreign to the subject under consider- 
ation as the East is to the West. Perhaps 
the teacher is in the midst of an explanation 
of the principle governing the use of the S 
stroke and the iss circle. Slowly the faces 
before him brighten as the theory is un- 
folded, aud just at the most critical and 
difficult point, up goes a hand. "Well/" 
says the teacher, "what is it ?" " How do 
you write * erysipelas * in shorthand ?'» This 
young man spends his best energies in 
inventing and devising perplexing conun- 
drums on all subjects for the teacher to 
answer. 

Then there is the critic. From the first 
day he enters school, he begins finding 
countless imperfections in everything with 
which he comes into contact. The system 
of shorthand, the construction of the tvpe- 
writers, the method of teaching, are all 
subjected to his scathing sarcasm. He 
thinks the 'shun' hook should be on the 
other side. He is surprised and shocked 
to learn that chay and ray look very much 
alike, and he is absolutely certain that thev 
will give endless trouble-. He triumphantly 
draws from you the humiliating confession 
that you are unabli- to tell the diflFerence 
between "niece" and "knees," when writ- 
ten m shorthand. He finds grammatical 
errors in the dictation. He invents new and 
wonderiul outlines, and "doesn't see whv'^ 
they are not better than those in the text- 
'?ulx ^" ♦^^^^ »^« seems entirely possessed 
with the idea that everyone and everything 
in this worid is tangled and snaried in the 
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most complicated web of errors, which need 
not have been the case at all if he had only 
been here soon enough. 

This student, having had his attention so 
distracted by the inaccuracies of the system, 
never finds time to learn it and is never able 
to take dictation. He wanders into some 
other profession, still questioning, criticis, 
ing and complaining. 

And lastly, there is the plain, honest, 
hard-working student, who is. I believe, in 
the majority in our colleges. He comes to 
school for a purpose, and he bends every 
energy toward its attainment. Appreciating 
his own weaknesses, he says very little and 
works very much. He is quiet, modest 
and unobtrusive, and has confidence in the 
system, the school and the teacher. Slowly, 
sometimes, but always faithfully, he grinds 
through the course is graduated, a credit to 
the school and himself. Then he goes out 
and succeeds. He is the student who makes 
the teaching of shorthand a pleasure and, in 
fact, who makes the shorthand teacher and 
the shorthand school possible. 



* 




Dictation From Start to Finish. 

ICTATION seems to be a much 
discussed topic, at the present 
time. Many authors say to draw 
the outlines as you would in a 
drawing lesson, but I find it harder to break 
a student of this bad habit than to teach a 
beginner to write correct shorthand. Years 
ago, teachers of penmanship had the pupils 
draw the long hand characters, and the re- 
sult was a slow, cramped writing, and the 
same will hold good with teachers that 
teach drawing of form in shorthand. My 
plan is to have them strike each letter with 
a free, easy movement and then drill them 
on the alphabet until they make nice, neat 
letters, not a a snail's pace, but at a fair rate 
of speed. Business colleges teach actual 
business from start to finish, as they term it, 
instead of having several months of dry 
theory and the shorthand teacher should do 
the same ; that is, give the student dictation 
from the first day he enters school until he 
finishes his course. I can see no reason why 
a student should be forced to draw out his 
work for two or three months and thus 
lose practically that much time in his speed 
work. Let the dictation begin when the 



student has mastered the straight letters. In 
is from dictation. Give the student the 
fact, the best way to teach the alphabet 
straight letters, that is, write them correctly 
in his tablet for him and then begin to 
dictate them, and continue this for ten min- 
utes, when he will be able to recognize them 
and at the same time write them at a fair 
rate of speed ; then give him the next four 
pairs and handle them in the same way. As 
soon as the student has mastered the long 
vowels and can read the engraved page, he 
should take it from dictation until he can 
write it readily and so continue the work. 

Graded sentences should be introduced 
at an early stage, the sooner the better and, 
when once introduced, the student should 
be required to write them fiuently and cor- 
rectly. I know of some teachers that ad- 
vocate teaching all the principles before 
taking up the word-signs ; but, to my mind, 
this method is like the old method of teach- 
ing pupils to read by keeping them four or 
five years in the spelling-book before begin- 
ning to read, but the present method is to 
teach them to read from the very start, and 
the same will hold true with shorthand. 
Students, as a rule, have but little interest 
in their work until they begin to write sen- 
tences, and ihe sooner you get them deeply 
interested, the better it is for all concerned. 
I know of some teachers who never think 
of dictating to their students until they have 
gone through the manual, thus making it a 
daily drag for them for two or three months 
when it should be the opposite. After the 
student has taken everything in the manual 
from dictation in this way, I give him a few 
small stories or matter that is quite easy for 
a few days, when he is ready for business 
letters, which should constitute about three- 
fourths of his dictation for the next two or 
three months, when sermons, lectures, law 
forms, general literature, etc., may be intro- 
duced quite extensively. When a principle 
has once been learned, it should be kept 
constantly before the student, that he may 
not forget what he has learned while ac- 
quiring a knowledge of other principles. 
Repetition aud speed dictation from start to 
to finish should be our motto. 

Benn J. Ferguson, 
Principal Shorthand Dept., 

Mountain Slate Bus. Coll.* 

Parkersburg, W. Va. 
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Mrs. McKre deserves a great deal of 
credit lor her faithfulness to the memory 
of her lamented husband. He did a good 
work in his brief lire-time, and she is en- 
deavoring to make his work live after him. 



Thb Stbhogkai 



Our friend Anderson, of Scotland, set ins 
to have revived the very spirit of the ancient 
lime, in his quaint lelters of MacBustem's. 
They are remarkable porlraiiures of those 
early days. 
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Adveitialnj; Rales furnished on application. 

A New Year. 

GAIN we enter upon the duiies and 
responsibilities of a new year. As 
we grow older let us strive to grow 

We send our readers, with the compli- 
ments of the season, our best wishes that 
they may make genuine progress in all 
good ways and works during the coming 
year. The Stenographer hopes to im- 
prove a little. May you all improve a 
great deal. 

We think Miss Turner's editorial in the 
Woman's Department is of such an excel- 
lent character, that we adopt it as a whole. 
Surely, if we do not know what we want, 
how can we ever expect to get it? Be 
sure to read what she says, think it over 
carefully and then act upon its advice- 
Have you a friend who would like to 
take up the study of shorlhanil ? Then 
call his or her attention to the opportunities 
offered in Thk Stenograi'hbh, beginning 
with this number. 



Our country is going ahead with rapid 
strides. We reach pretty neatly around the 
world now, and what the future has in 
store, no one knows. The Stenographer 
urges every subscriber to follow faithfully 

News under date of December ad, from 
South Pasadena, Cal., state that it is not 
likely that Mr. Elias Longley will ever write 
anyone again, as his physicians give no 
hope of his recovery. Mr. I.ongley's very 
many friends will be saddened by this news, 

Thb editor of The Stenographer takes 
great pleasure in calling attention lo the 
able presentation of the " Psychology of 
Shorthand," by Mr. Merrill, in this number. 
We have long recognized the truth' ot the 
position assumed by him and have taken 
advantage of it in our teachings. Some 
day someone will present a text I 00k which 
will consistently carry out this prim ipic and 
we feel sure that when It appears it will 
find almost universal recogniiioii. 

Mrs. L. I, McKke sends us a copy of the 
New Standard text-book, which is one of 
the most complete of the kind we have 
seen. Everystenographer, whethera writer 
of the system or not, should possess a copy 
of this bciutiliil presentation of New S' >nd- 
ard Shorthand. 





Isaac Pitman Department 

Edited by WILLIAM L. MASON, 

Principal of ThbMbtropolit AN Shorthand School, 170 sth Aveuue, S. W. cor. 32d Street, 
New York, and Official Instructor in Isaac Pitman's Phonography in the 

Public Day Schools of New York City. 



Key to Isaac Pitman Phonography. 

41. 

Messrs. Sheldon & Clark, 

Quincy, Illinois. 
Gentlemen : We have received the case 
of Men's Calf Goodyear Welt Congress from 
you, and will put in new goring, re-tree the 
shoes, I pack in new cartons, and return to 
you freight paid. With regard to the Men*s 
French Calf Hand Welt Bals, we have in- 
structed our factory to rush these through, 
and I also to change the last of the Women's 
Polish from Opera to Common Sense. We 
will also send you the Kip goods packed 
"flat," not "standing," as you have had | 
them before. Trusting that you will have 
good business this season, we are yours 
respectfully. 

42. 

Messrs. Ferris & Co., 

Chicago, Illinois. 
Gentlemen : We send you to day, per 
order of Mr. H. J. R., one pair of Women's 
Dongola Patent Tip Cloth Top Button, re- 
turned I by the B. H. Chapman Co. They 
complain about the button flies, that the 
button-holes open out and the cloth gives 
way. Please examine this pair carefully, 
report on | it, and return the shoes to us at 
the store. — Yours respectfully, 

43- 
Messrs. P. Hoare & Co., 

Troy, N. Y. 
Gentlemen : Replying to your favor of 
the i6th inst., we would say, in respect to 
the boot and shoe industry, that compara- 
tively I few establishments are now running 
full time, while many are altogether stopped. 
The shipments from Boston last week, ac- 
cording to the Shoe and Leather Reporter, 
were only 53,253 cases, against 83,772 for 
the same week last year, a decrease of 36 
per cent. Since the | end of June, the ship- 
ments have been 516,100 cases, against 
656,117 last year, a decrease | of 21-3 per 
cent. Occasional orders are received, but 
it is stated that countermands fully off-set 
them, and collections are very unsatisfac- 
tory. — Yours respectfully. 

44. 



Mr. J. H. Cobb, 

Detroit, Mich. 

Dear Sir: Answering your favor of the 
5th inst., with reference to your counter- 
manding the twelve pairs Men's Calf Ma- 
chine Sewed Bals, we would | say that they 
were regular goods, such as we carry in 
stock , we would cheerfully accept your coun- 
termand, but as this is a case of special sizes 
that you ordered | on a width and last that 
we do not carry regularly in stock, it will 
make an odd lot of goods on our hands. 
Under these circumstances, we hope you | 
will not insist on our accepting the counter- 
mand. — Yours respectfully. 
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The matter of Spanish shorthand is at- 
tracting much attention at the present time. 
The New York Tribune, of recent date, had 

the following to say on the subject : "In 
anticipation of the greatly increased trade 
which this country will have with Cuba and 
Porto Rico, there has sprung up since the 
war an interest in Spanish shorthand. It is 
true there is a growing demand now for 
stenographers who are thoroughly compe- 
tent to take shorthand notes in Spanish. 
The consul in this city of one of the South 
American countries said, the other day, 
that he had been asked by several promi- 
nent firms here, which do a large business 
with the West Indian Islands, whether he 
could recommend to them any persons who 
could take dictation in Spanish. He knew 
of few such, he said, and at present they all 
held good positions. " 
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We are pleased to know that a successful 
shorthand class is being conducted in the 
Isaac Pitman system, at the Philadelphia 
Young Woman's Christian Association. 
The well-known Bliss Business Institute, of 
Oneida, N. Y., have recently adopted this 
system and the '^Complete Phonographic 
Instructor." 



i««^ Isaac Pitman's Complete Phonographic Instructor, 250 pp., I1.50: a Phonoffraphic Dictionary, with the 
shorthand forms for 60,000 words. Ix.50; Business Correspondence. Nos. i and 2. each, .^o cetits. Spanish 
Phonography, loi pages, 52.00 Published by (f«ac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union Square, New York. 
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Isaac Pitman Sliorthand. 
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Business Correspondence. 
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Boots and Shoes Correspondence. 
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«•# Schools and others, desiring the services of ex- 
perienced shorthand teachers, will please apply 10 
Teachers' Bureau Department, Isaac Pitman & .Sony, 
33 Union Square, New York. 
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Benn Pitman Department. 

As Taught by CHAS. T. PLATT, 

Principal of Shorthand Department of Hartford Business College, Hartford, Conn. 

also Author of " Pitmanic Shorthand Instructor." 




Alaskan Vicissitudes. 

The bulletin of the department of labor for 
the current month is made unusually inter- 
esting because of a report from the Alaskan 
gold fields by Samuel C. Dunham, an agent 
of the department, giving the results of a 
personal investigation of the mining dis- 
tricts. Mr. Dunham writes for the informa- 
tion of miners and gives some information 
which is not usually found in public docu- 
ments. A record of the temperature . last 
winter and spring, he says, shows the aver- 
age for December was 8 below zero, January 
24 below, February 29 below, March 6 de- 
grees above, April 36 degrees above, and 
May 49 degrees above. The coldest day of 
the year wasjan. 16, when the thermometer 
registered 62 degrees below. From Feb. 14 
to 23 the thermometer did not go above 38 
degrees below zero, and stood about 52. 

*• While dwellers in more salubrious cli- 
mates will no doubt read these figures with 
a shiver," Mr. Dunham remarks, "the old- 
timers are unanimous in saying that the 
winter of 1897-8 was the mildest ever known 
in northern Alaska." 

The report gives in detail the prices for 
various necessaries and luxuries. Tobacco 
was sold from I5 to |io a pound ; coal oil, 
$40 a gallon ; cigars, 50 cents apiece ; ciga- 
rettes, $2S a package of 100. Flour sold as 
high as $180 per sack of fifty pounds, and as 
low as I30 a sack. Firewood brought I40 a 
cord as a rule, but as high as I75 was paid 
in special cases. Nails cost $$ a pound. 
Eggs 'sold at |i8 a dozen in January and 
came down to I1.50 in June, "but their 
quality was not guaranteed," Mr. Dunham 
remarks. Canned roast beef sold for Jr. 40 
a pound ; ham $1.75 ; sausage $1.25 ; fresh 
fish 51.25 ; moose meat I1.75 ; sugar $1 ; 
onions 1.50 ; potatoes Ji ; lobster {3 a can ; 
two and one-half pounds of canned butter 
|io, and tomatoes $3 a can. Whisky sold 
from $40 to I75 a gallon, and Mr. Dunham 
relates the story of a whisky famine during 
the latter part of the winter, when saloon- 
keepers charged f i a drink. 



'* The first liquor to reach Dawson from 
up river," he .says, ** was 100 gallons of 
brandy, which sold for $75 per gallon. A 
favored individual, who had a permit for the 
entry of 2,000 gallons of whisky, arrived in 
Dawson early in May, and within an hour 
sold his cargo in bulk for $4$ per gallon. 
He subsequently assured his friends that 
after paying all fees and legitimate ex- 
penses he had cleared by his venture |6o,ooo. 
This supply was consumed within a few 
days. 

One resturant kept open almost continu- 
ously during the winter at Dawson, Mr. 
Dunham relates, with the following bill of 
fare tacked on the wall : 

Bowl of soup, $1 ; mush and milk, I1.25 ; 
canned corn, fi.25; stewed fruits, fi.25; 
canned tomatoes, $2; slice of pie, 75 cents ; 
coffee or tea, |i, with pie or sandwich, f 1.25 ; 
beans, coffee and bread, $2 ; plain steak, 
I2.50 ; porterhouse steak, J5 ; poached eggs 
on toast, $2 ; hot cakes and maple syrup, |i. 

"A leading restaurant,/ he says, "hav- 
ing a seating capacity of thirty- two, em- 
ployed three cooks, one of whom received 
|ioo a week and the others $1 an hour. 
Four waiters were paid {50 a week each, 
and the women |ioo a month. — Wm. E. 
Curtis, in Chicago Record, 



« « 



I WISH to thank my many friends for their 
kind words with reference to my recent 
venture, "Pitmanic Shorthand Instructor." 
Chas. H. Rush, editor of the National Sten- 
ographer^ says : 

"Mr. Piatt is one of the best known teach- 
ers in the country, and his teaching and 
reporting experience eminently qualify him 
to write just such a book as he has. The 
book is of such value, and the price has 
been placed so low ($1.25), that no Pitmanic 
teacher, student or writer should fail to add 
it to his library." 
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Gabelsberger-Richter Department 



Conducted by 
DR. RUDOLF TOMBO, No. a Ridge Place, New York. 
President Gabelsberger Shorthand Society. 




Reporting Style. 

" Fancy Colonization.. 

Condensed from Harper's Weekly for 
December lo, 1898. 

A survey of the existing European situa- 
tion, and more specifically a survey of the 
existing Anglo-French situation, ought to be 
full of edification and reproof for sane and 
sober Americans. The reflection of such 
Americans must be, what a pity that we 
should have intruded ourselves into this 
maze of rivalry and intrigue 1 Particularly 
it is a pity that we should have thrust our- 
selves into it with so inadequate equipment. 
It is not only that we have neither any leg- 
islative nor administrative apparatus for 
maintaining "Crown Colonies'', and that in 
making provisional preparation for their 
management the President is perforce act- 
ing much more like a Roman dictator, * 'see- 
ing,** in his own way, **that the common- 
wealth shall take no detriment," than like 
a person whose powers are strictly defined 
and limited in one article of the Constitution 
of the United States- This defect might be 
overcome by the enactment of a matured 
scheme for the government of distant de- 
pendencies, coupled with a bill of indemnity 
for usurpation, which was well meaning 
however blundering. It might be thus 
overcome, that is to say, provided we had 
anybody competent to devise such a frame 
of government, and a national legislature 
sincerely intent upon enacting it when it was 
produced, with a single eye to the ^ood of 
the annexed subjects and the annexing 
sovereign. Will anybody say that either of 
these requirements is fulfilled ? And after 
a frame of government has been deliberately 
adopted, a difficulty arises in the discovery 
and selection of the men who are to put it 
into practice. The very first requisite for 
this is the honest and single desire to find 
and to employ such fit men on account of 
their fitness. 



The conclusion suggested by such a sur- 
vey is thus the same which was suggested 
by Lord Salisbury's grave and anxious and 
much discussed speech at the Lord Mayor's 
banquet. It is, that to embark upon a col- 
onial policy is a very serious matter, and for 
a nation that is not driven to it like Great 
Britain by hard necessity' is apt to be a fool- 
hardy enterprise. It is out of the hard neces- 
sity of an expansion which to her has been a 
matter of self-preservation that England has 
plucked her colonial triumphs. A like 
national necessity has impelled the slow, 
glacial advance of Russia over Asia east- 
ward: as it has impelled our own swifter 
advance over this continent westward. 
"The rest," one is inclined to say with 

Burke, looking at the recent tentatives of 
France and Germany in colonial acquisition, 
**the rest is vanity ; the rest is crime." 

But there is a more specific lesson to be 
learned from the colonial attempts and the 
colonial failures of France. It really con- 
cerns us as much, as it does the French. 
The morals lie upon the surface plain for us 
to read, and we are happy in not having 
paid by our own experience for the privilege 
of reading them. One of them is not to 
take colonies, unless you can use them in 
your business. Another is, to administer 
them with a strict eye to business, and if 
you cannot make them pay, to get rid of 
them. A third and most important is, never 
for a moment to make them an occasion to 
distraction from domestic questions, nor the 
subject of a play to the gallery. A strict at- 
tention to business is compatible with the 
colonial aggrandisement of England, with 
the continental expansion of Russia, ^yith 
the continental expansion of the United 
States. But it is not compatible with the 
fantastic acquisition and retention' as a 
matter of national vanity, of remote islands 
or mainlands, by the French or any other 
republic. 

Note.— The pamphlet, " The New Era of Pho- 
nosrraphy," explains the general principles of Ga- 
belsbenf^er system. I shall be pleased to furnish this 
publication free of charge to any reader of Thb 
Stenographer who wishes to form an idea of the 
system. — Dr, R. lombo. 

Note— The Oabelsberger-Richter Department will 
be continued during 1899. 
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The Old Man Speaks. 

** Nuh !'* growled old Uncle Gideon. 
** Git 'em to fit him right now ; don't matter 
if he grows so rapidly that he splits the 
seams in a month— let the boy have twenty- 
nine days of satisfaction in his new clothes 
After that, if they keep gittin* tighter and 
tighter for him, he won't care— heMl know 
who it is that's doin' the growin' that is 
makin' 'em too small for him, and he'll take 
pride enough in his increasin' avoirdupois, 
so's he won't mind it a bit if he does project 
at the wrists and ooze out at the ankles. 

"When I was a boy — which wasn't so 
blamed long ago that I've forgotten the 
sensation — I was the victim of my parents' 
belief that a boy's clothes must be con- 
structed loose enough so's he could grow 
to 'em. As a result, when my hum-spuns 
was new they covered me jest about like a 
rhinoceros's skin does him ; they bagged 
and flapped all over, and it was only when 
they was jest about worn out that they 
fitted me anything like decently. I shucked 
around in my shoes, my cap settled down 
on my head till it almost extinguished me, 
and I could jest about turn around in my 
clothes without touchin'. But that was all 
right, accordin' to the ideas of my parents — 
I'd grow to my clothes. 

'*They didn't realize that a boy could 
have any feelin's or any pride to be hurt. 
They never knew that I suffered because of 
the redundancy of my garments ; they 
didn't understand the shame that my volup- 



tuous raiment daily brought to me when my 
school comrades asked me, in strident and 
far reachin' tones, if a large family hadn't 
recently moved out of my clothes and left 
me very lonesome ; they didn't know the 
anguish and humiliation I felt when my 
childhood's sweet-heart giggled because she 
heard the boys call me *Gideon Bagley,' 
with the accent on the *bag.' I licked some 
of 'em, and the rest licked me , but neither 
result reduced the superabundance of my 
garments or soothed my wounded feelings ; 
and often, when I ought to have been 
whoopin' Jt up in some boyish game, I 
stalked about, grand, gloomy and peculiar, 
wrapped tin my injured pride and flappin' 
raiment, hatin' my comrades, myself and 
my clothes. 

" I used, sometimes, to wonder dismally 
if, when I grew up, I would be a small man 
and have to wear false teeth, made for a 
larger man, and if it would be my fate to 
marry a widow with seven children ; and if, 
when I finally passed over to the other shore, 
I'd be given a crown so loose that it would 
drop down over my ears, and a robe so 
long that it would drag behind me. 

"It has been a long time since th^m child- 
ish woes bothered me, but I haven't yet 
forgotten the feelin' of 'em ; and so I say 
now, git little Jotham's new suit so's it will 
fit him while it is new, and he'll be a better 
boy now, and a better tempered man, after 
a while. It is not customary for a boy to 
be a boy more than once." — Tom P. Morgan, 
in Puck. 



THE STENOGRAPHER 's 



Graham Shorthand by H. L. Andrews. 



— ^ »m m I ■ M fc< 







r^ ■ Nrzii f .Ci ^ V. ^ . „ .i.n 1 ) \ ff-^.<M.c,<ng — y\[,t,m € I. \f 









N/*. \ I Vi r-'^ fcbi I /^ ,■■...>»>■ J .A 




■A ■ ^ — , 

X, i^ I M|^ 



'"' — \ r I ' "" -I *■ "^ "7 "" "' / t^ ■ — ^-7 /I M ^' 



w1 






■^CWlTii 






MaMMsa •la i— < ■Mil ■■■—■■■■■■■^Ll—^^gf—— A— —————— • ^ ■■ — ^■■■■■■i ■■■■■■■— •«*& ■ ga ^— • — — ■■■■■■■■■■■■■—■ — —] 




JL. 



mimimmmimm9mmmmtmmmimmtmmmmmmtmmmmm9mmmtm»*mmmamum9mmmmimm9w» ■■«■■■■■■■■■■ •■■■■ »■■■■■■ — •< 









^ 



^ » «ip<y«i 1 1 ■■■■»■■■< 






a I ^^^1 V n k^ / tm \ y r\\ ?■ — ,!>;, ^ ^_y^' ■ "■ ■ ^^^/^ .^ .^^ 



\ 



*> /«iv— ^_< 1.'^'-^"^^ .A\ < 



(;1\~_^)^/J, j'^'"^ .^^w Sl-.''^^''^' 



/ 






\ ^ y . "» ^^ "^ ^ I ^ ^^^ 1 "- ^ ^ ' ^ ■ g^ ^ ^, ,,V g^ < ^ 




McKee's New Standard 

.... Shorthand Department. 



Conducted by MRS. L. I. McKEE, 
No. 6x7 Main Street, - Buffalo, New York. 



Key to Shorthand Notes. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION. 

(Continued). 

jy I OVV held may be found in narrow 
I ^ views of education. The multitude 
think that to educate a child is to 
crowd into its mind a given amount of 
knowledge, to teach the mechanism of 
reading and writing, to load the memory 
with words, to prepare a boy for the routine 
of a trade. No wonder, then, that they 
think almost everybody fit to teach. The 
true end of education, as we have again 
and again suggested, is to unfold and direct 
aright our whole nature. Its office is to 
call forth power of every kind — power of 
thought, affection, and outward action. 
Power to observe, to reason, to judge, to- 
contrive ; power to adopt good ends firm- 
ly, and to pursue them efficiently ; power 
to govern ourselves and to influence others; 
power to gain and spread happiness. Read- 
ing is but an instrument — education is to 
teach its best use. Education should labor 
to inspire a profound love of truth, and 
to teach the processes ♦ « » * 
(To be continued). 

» « 

We shall be pleased to receive for this 
department, items of general interest from 
writers and teachers of New Standard Short- 
hand. 

The following may he interesting to 
schools using the system or to anyone con- 
templating taking a course of instruction by 
mail. 

Arthur W. Kinsey, Reading, Pa., writes : 

"After uiing the Benn Pitman system for 
about two years, writing the ' Brief Report- 
ing Style,' I took the mail course of Mc- 



Kee's New Standard Shorthand, hoping 
and believing it would be a simpler method 
of recording speech. Continued to use the 
Pitman while studying the New Standard, 
until I nearly finished the course, when it 
became necessary for me to discontinue the 
Pitman on account of the confusion. 

* ' The lessons were simple, complete and 
easily understood. Was noi disappointed 
in my expectations, the teaching being 
thorough and interesting. My hopes were 
realized. I can write much easier, with less 
mental strain, and more rapidly than with 
the Pitman, and never worry about reading 
it as it setrms almost as legible as print, and 
I believe quite as intelligible. 

* 'Again I say. New Standard Shorthand is 
easy to learn, easy to write and easy to 
read.*' 

Pierre S. Brown, President Brown's Bus- 
iness College, Kansas City, Mo., writes: 

" We had taught ^11 the Pitmanic systems 
for years when we adopted McKee*s New 
Standard Shorthand ; and since then the 
attendance in the shorthand department has 
increased fifty per cent. The system is so 
easy to learn and so rapid that pupils can 
learn it in one half the time required for a 
Pitmanic system. It is written regardless 
of position ; no detatched vowel system to 
learn, and no long list of arbitrary word 
signs to burden the mind. It is built more 
on the plan of longhand than any other 
system, thus making it very rapid of execu- 
tion. The vowels are represented by circles 
and loops, which does away with the neces- 
sity of representing them by positions, which 
makes the reading always doubtful, and 
sometimes quite impossible. Unlike the 
Pitmanic systems, the New Standard is not 
overloaded with a great mass of superfluous 
matter, burdened with numerous exceptions. 
The words are outlined in full, which makes 
the reading easy and sure. I can heartily 
recommend New Standard to schools and 
individuals desiring a rapid and legible sys- 
tem of shorthand. '* 

« « 

A two cent stamp will bring chart, circu- 
lar and trial lesson in our Mail Lesson 
Course. Price of text-book, beautifully en- 
eraved, |i.6o, postpaid. Address, McKee 
Publishing Co., 617 Main Street, Buffalo, 
New York. 
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McKee's New Standard Shorthand. 



The Importance of Education. 
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1 In order to uTite ns fa:it .is an ordinary speaker talks, the old-fashioned, stage- 
coach method must be abandoned. We ha\'t lieen taught that d-o-u-g-h spells 
douKh, but when tlie word is spoken we hear two sounds, d-o. We must, there- 
fore, omit all silent letters and represent only the sounds of spoken words. For 
know, we write n-o, for though th-o. 

2 We must also use simple, easily made letters. It will not do to make six 
motions in writing m, when one will answer. We must have otie sign for each 
sound, and eacli sign must always have the same sound. 



3 When you speak the word ape, you ])r 
sound is calletl a vowel and a second a consonai 
sounds and twenty-four consonant sounds in ord 

4 The vowels are represented by dotsaud 
straight and curved strokes, al>out a <[uarter o i 



e two sounds, a-p. The first 
There are sixteen different vowel 

larj' English speech. 



5, Long Vowels, 

a heavy <lot a/10: 
a heavy dot on the li 



hn^- . 



y dot bf/oif the line ; 
is a heavy dash aboi-f the liiie ; 
, is a heavy <lash on tile line, 
■e. is a heavy dash be/u!f the line. 

6. Short Vowels. 

a light dot aboz-e the line ; 

is a light dot on tlie line ; 
!s;i light dot beloiv the line ; 
I, is a light d:ish aboi-e the line ; 
is a light dash on the line ; 
, Is a light dash below the line. 

7. Diphthongs. 
Is an arrow head aboi-e the line, pointinj; down \ 
is an arrow head aboi'e the line, pointing ti[< \ 
k\, is an arrow head belo:v the line, pointing up ; 
, is a half circle, below the line, opening down. 
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Vowel Scheme. 



Long 
Short 



Near Eight Palms Saw So Blooming 

Which Said Lad Hobb's Hut Shod 



Near 



Which 



Eight 



Palms 



Said 



Saw 



So 



Hobb's 



Hut 



Lad 



Blooming 



Stood 



Memorize the verae " A *' and observe that the vowel sounds in the words are the 
same as set forth in the Manual. After you have learned the positions of the vowels, 
write all consonants in their positions, i, ^., first, second or third, and insert the vowels 
in their positions also. 

The scale *' B" illustrates the method of writing the words in the position of the 
vower sound. 

8. Vowel Place. 

Vowels and diphthongs that are written above the line are called first-place 
vowels ; those uTitten on the line are called secotid-place ; those written below 
the line are called third-place. 

9. Vowels and Diphthongs. 



^e..* a.A.....fth 



.9iW .0..«.....O.Q.^...A Qt... 






.ft 



.& 



.9... 



U 



.0.9. fX9. .%...-. 



IX. Consonants. 



.P..?....B.i...T...I.'^...D...I^' .aha./^J[../f...K.^....Gft.^. 

WaX.Ya^.. .Ha.<r^ .ShaS'^feh '. . .Tfuh.^.Yehr. . Yuh^. He .'.. 

12. Position. 

If the first vowel in a word is a first-place vowel, the first consonant should be 
written above the line, which is called Xh^ first position ; if it be a second-place vowel, 
the first consonant should be written on the line, which is the second position ; 
if it be a third-place vowel, the first consonant should be written through^ or, 
(in case of horizontal consonants) just tt«^^r the line, which is called ♦he /^tW position. 



(To HE Continued). 
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SVLUBUS OF THE RULES OF GRAHAM SHORTHAND 
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ANDREWS' PHONOGRAPHIC LENGTH AND ANGLE 
INDICATOR, PRICE, - tO Ceati. 
TbH Utile instrument Is a ireat aid to the nequire- 
ment of an exact ityle oT Chjragrsphy, and needs 

alike to the praclitioner. (eacher and pnpit. 

H. L. ANDREWS, Publisher. 

412 WMd ttrMt, PinSBURQ. PA. 



THE LEAD PENCIL for Sharth«f)d Writer* 
I* 
niVnil'G AMERICAN GRAPHITE 
UlAUn O iiTF.SOGRAPITER 

keep" them, menHon T/ir Slrnographrr aad seud loc 
jti slampa lo Joseph Dixon Crucibte Co., Jersey City. 
N.J„for samples of each. 



A Handy, Uaaful Book for Everyon* 
-->>- POPULAR SyilOllYWS-V— 

Neatly bound in cloth, eleeaolly itaimied in Ink 
Accurate, cheap, liandy, 'elegant and useful. 

Frloe only lo Cents 
THE STENOGRAPHER, 410 Onxal Bldg,, Phllida., Pa, 



"DICTATION" 

A Montbly Magazine Devoted to 
DEMENT'S PITMAMC SHORTHAND. 

Sachlssuecoolain* sixteen pages, divided between 



Twepty-Gire cents per year to teachen 01 abort- 
See' advettlsemeni of Qemenl's Pitnanlc Short- 
hand on a not her pa ge. 

J. CLtPPORD KBXSBDY. Editor, 
Dement College, Chica£o, III. 
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B) GHAS. T. PLATT 

Reflects 15 Year's Experience in Teaching 



Virtual!)' a Se It- Instructor 

Teachers hamlling large classes will appre- 
ciale this poiut. 

Mailed lo any Addreea, 

Liberal Discount to Schools and Teachen Write for 
part ieu lata. 

CHAS T. PLATT 
Cars of Hartford Butinaaa College 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

Send PosUl for 

FREB Sample Package 

. "GEM "PAPER CLIPS 

For holding togetbet endoenres. maii- 



CUSHMAM ft DENISOH, 
IBB NINTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. 



Notice to Stenographers. 

A book is tiow on the market which will be 
of very great benefit lo bolh sludems and prac- 
lilionera of phonoKra',ihy toenabtethcinto keep 
in mind particularly the word-signs and short 
phrases. It is arranged in three parts. 
First — A group of paragraplis in which alt the 

word-Bigns ate given alphabetically. 
Second— An interestiiiK story containing a large 

assort n) en ( of short phases. 
Third— An address to a jury which contains 

numerous phrases and a repptilion of the 

word-signs and many legal terms. 
It retails at 30 cents and will be supplied in 
any quaniities by Wm. P. Charles, 308 Gates 
Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

" I hate just received your Gradid Diclalian. fot 
which please accepl Riy beat thanks. It la the bnt 
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'* In Thlosrs Essential. Unity; In Things Doubtful* Liberty; In All Thinflrs, Cliarlty.*' 
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PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY, 1899. 
Civil Service Sxaminaiion, 

KINDNESS OF MISS LAISE. 



Number 2. 




TENOGRAPHY, Depart- 
mental Service, — Sub- 
jects, first-grade basis {ex- 
cept arithmetic, which will 
be second-grade ) , and prac- 
tical tests in stenography, 
which will consist of the 
dictation of two exercises — a letter and a 
speech — each con taini ng 260 words . The dic- 
tations are given to each competitor separate- 
ly. One of the examiners dictates the letter, 
and, after a short pause, the speech. There 
is no preliminary reading of the exercises 
and no word is repeated, but care is taken to 
pronounce each word distinctly. The marks 
for this examination depend largely on the 
speed attained in taking the notes, but ac- 
curacy and speed in transcribing the notes 
will also be considered. The dictation is 
therefore given as rapidly as it can be taken, 
hut not so rapidly as to confuse the com- 
petitor. Some system of signals is prear- 
ranged by which the competitor may indicate 
whether he wishes the examiner to dictate 
more or less rapidly. The time, to a fraction 
of a minute, occupied in taking the steno- 
graphic notes is noted and entered by the 
examiner in the proper table on the sheet. 
After both exercises liave been dictated, the 
competitor transcribes his notes either on the 
typewriter or in longhand. The notes must 
be turned in as part of the examination. The 
exact time occupied in transcribing the steno- 
graphic notes will also be noted by the 
examiner on the proper slieet. A prelimin- 
ary test is given in order to familiarize the 



competitor with the examiner's style of dic- 
tation. This test w411 not be considered in 
the marking. An important element in this 
examination is speed in writing the steno- 
graphic notes, which will be marked upon 
the following scale : For a speed of 140 words 
or more per minute a credit of 100 will be 
given. For every word less than 140 and not 
less than 80 per minute ^ of i will be de- 
ducted. For every word less than 80 per 
minute ^ of i will be deducted from 70. 

Not more than one and one-half hours will 
be allowed for the dictations and the tran- 
scribing of the stenographic notes. Time 
allowed, six and one-half hours. Age limit, 



20 years or over. 



Entrance salary, 



from $600 to f 1,200 per annum. If an appli- 
cant for this examination desires his name 
entered on the clerk register, he must take 
the first grade arithmetic in addition to the 
second-grade arithmetic, for which he will be 
allowed one and one-half hours additional 
time. ******* 

Subjects : Weights: 

1. Spelling (first grade) 5 

2. Arithmetic (second grade) . . 5 

3. Letter writing (first grade) . . 5 

4. Penmanship 5 

5. Copying from plain copy ( first 

grade) 5 

6. Copying from rough draft ( first 

grade) 5 

7. Stenography 70 

Total 100 
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Stenography and Typewriting combined^ 
Departmental Service. — An applicant who 
desires to take both stenography and typewrit- 
ing should name both examinations in his 
application, only one application will be re- 
quired for both of these examinations. Age 
limit, 20 years or over. The applicant will 
be required to take the basis examination 
only once, and may take both auxiliar^*^ sub- 
jects at the same time and place. The total 
time allowed for the combined basis, stenog- 
raphy and typewriting examination, is nine 
hours. If he passes in both stenography and 
typewriting, his name will be entered on both 
registers. In addition, his averages will be 
combined, the weight of i being given to 
typewriting and 2 to stenography, and with 
the average thus obtained his name wnll be 
entered upon tlie combined stenography and 
typewriting register. If he passes in only one 
of the examinations, his name will be entered 
upon the register for the examination which 
he passes. Persons who pass tlie depart- 
mental stenography and typewriting exam- 
inations may be certified to vacancies in any 
of the services. 

The system of marking is given in the fol- 
lowing extract from a Civil Ser\'ice publica- 
tion : 

Examination in Stenography. 

FROM too 
DEDUCT 

( 1 ) For each word omitted, added, or 

substituted 3 

( 2 ) For each word misspelled ... 3 

( 3 ) For the use of the plural instead 

of the singular, or the singular 
instead of the plural, when the 
grammatical correctness is not 
affected, i to 2 ; when the gram- 
matical correctness is affected . 3 

(4) For each gross error in capitaliza- 

tion or punctuation i 

(5) For each transposition 2 

( 6 ) For each error i n division of words i 

(7) For each failure to use hyphen 

when required i 

(8) For each abbreviation i 

(9) For failure to transcribe a line or 

a portion of a line of tlie steno- 
graphic notes according to the 
number of words 6 to 40 

Charges for errors in numerals will be de- 
termined by the number of words recjuired to 
write the numerals. 

IV/ien the mark for accuracy is only 10 no 
credit ivill be given for speed. 



STENOGRAPHY AND TYPEWRITING. 

A weight of 2 is given to stenography, and 
a w*eight of i to typewriting. The general 
average of all eligibles who stand upon the 
register in stenography, and also upon the 
register in typewriting, will be ascertained, 
and the general average of each eligible in 
stenography multiplied by 2, the product 
added to his general average in typewriting, 
and the sum divided by 3. In this manner a 
general average of those who are eligible in 
both stenography and typewriting will be 
ascertained. 

The methods of certification are given by 

the Civil Service as follows : 

Whenever a vacancv exists, the appointing 
officer makes requisition upon the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission for a certification of names 
to fill the vacancy, specifyin/a: the kind of 
position vacant, the sex desired, and the 
salary. Upon receipt of such requisition the 
commission takes from the proper register of 
eligibles the names of the three persons- 
standing highest of the sex called for, and 
certifies them to the appointing officer, who 
is required to select one of the three certified 
to fill the vacancy. The appointing officer 
may select any one of the three names. The 
two remaining names are returned to the 
register to await further certification. No 
eligible can be certified for appointment more 
than three times to the same department or 
office, but may be certified three times to each 
of the Executive Departments, if reached for 
such certifications during the year of eligibil- 
ity. It will be seen that efforts to expedite 
certification or to secure certification out of 
the order required by law and the rules and 
regulations of the commission cannot possi- 
bly be of any avail. The commission has 
absolutely no power to certify a name out of 
its order or to wi^hold a name from certifica- 
tion when reached. An eli^ble who declines 
an appointment tendered him will not again 
l>e certified unless he shall request in writing" 
the benefit of the remaining certifications 
which the rules allow, stating reasons, which 
must be satisfactory to the commission, for 
declining the appointment. 

Departmental Service. — Clerk, stenogra- 
pher, typewTiter, mes.senger, watchman, and 
railway-mail eligibles are registered by 
States ; other eligibles for positions in the 
District of Columbia are registered without 
regard to State residence, and are entered on 
registers provided for the particular examina- 
tion taken. 

When requisition is made upon the com- 
iiiission for a certification from the clerk, 
stenographer, typewriter, messenger, or 
watchman register, certification must be made 
of the three eligibles standing highest, of the 
sex called for, from the State having at the 
time the least share of appointments, and 
therefore entitled to the appointment. 



sJhe "Value of Uhorougkneta lo ^oung Stenographers. 



K 1 WKRK forced, ivilhin 
1 a Uniitecl period, lo write 
\ a liuniired letters, to pre- 
^ pare as iiiatiy legal iiistrii- 
7 iiieiit!- or ail eigual num- 
ber of specilicatiotia govern- 
ing tlie construction of a building. 1 would 
tiot seek the aid of the wisest, most talented, 
and brilliant person witliiniiiy ken. I uviild 
strive to secure llie services of a shortliaiid 
writer, capable of writing at least lio words 
I>er minute, reading tlie notes with ease, 
transcribing Iheni npon a typewriter at the 
rate of at least forty words per minute, and 
handing tiie a transcript, perfect as to repro- 
duction of matter dictated, and correct as to 
orthography, capitalization, punctuation and 
form. If my stenographer could render sacA 
service, I nould not care whether he had 
mastered tfae Greek alptiabet, or calculated 
an eclipse ; whether lie liad read and digested 
"Tom" Moore's " Veiled Prophet of Klioras- 
san," crossed the Desert of Sahara, laughed 
and wept with Mark Twain, or written a 
Declaration of Independence. 

1 prefer my office stenographer to be of the 
plodding, painstaking, slow-bnt-sure type — 
knowing with absolute certainty the essen- 
tials of his vocation. As l>etween two appli- 
cants for the position, one of whom had 
spent his time and distributed his labor 
among a lialf dozen systems of shorthand, 
and the oilier of whom had begun and fin- 
ished with one system, I would, other things 
tieiiig equal, select the latter. The single- 
system stenographer indicates concentratioti 
of mind, und sustained effort townnl the ac- 



complishment of a particular object, intel- 
lectual and temperamental traits of great 
value lo their posses-sor and his employer. 

It is unfortunate that a yonng .stenographer 
should have abiionnal ambition and aspira- 
tion. These are productive of restlessness 
and dissatisfaction H'ith existing conditlODs 
and lead to abandonment of effort to master 
the problems which attend the successive 
stagea in his career. Not that a healthful 
ambition is not laudable ; far from it. I do 
not forget that meiital unrest has advanced 
civilization. 

The foundation of ultimate success is to be 
laid at the beginning. The strength and 
utility of the superstructure depend, princi- 
pally, upon the nature of its support. The 
component parts of this basic element can- 
not be selected with too much care, nor can 
these be fitted too skillfully, nor cemented 
too firmly. It is difficult, as well as expen- 
sive, to repair the foundation after the edifice 
is completed. If a young stenographer 
make frequent mistakes in spelling and 
capitalization and twists his verbs and ad- 
verbs, it is evident that some of the corner- 
stones of his foundation are defective. If he 
is listless, and so little interested in his work 
as to fail to follow and comprehend the sense 
of subject-matter dictated, and comprehen- 
sible to him, then the whole foun<lation is 
rotten, and the sooner it tinnbles and over- 
whelms liiin, the better. 

■■Make haste slowly " (not slothfullyl, is 
especially applicable to the making of a good 
stenographer. Many people fail of success, 
not because of not knowing that which Ihey 
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do not claim to know, but because of imper- 
fect knowledge of that which they pretend to 
know. The young stenographer will find no 
better investment — no greater lever of 'ad- 
vancement — than a masterful knowledge of 
duties to be performed and of the means of 
performance ; in other words, comprehension 
of the nature of his work, the tools with, 
which to do it and the methods of doing it. 
There is no surer stepping-stone to better 
conditions, in any department of life, than 
present duty well discharged. 



2)ietation 5iy Sraphophone. 

A N official court reporter, whose name I 

^^ am not authorized to disclose, but for 

whose standing and reliability I am ready to 

vouch, writes me as follows regarding the 

graphophone : 

** With regard to the question in the last 
number of Thk Stenographbr as to prac- 
ticing for speed by use of a graphophone, 
I should advise the boy, if he had asked me, 
not to invest in the machine for that purpose. 
They are not perfect enough as yet to be suf- 
ficiently clear in reproduction of the sounds of 
the language to be of use to one who ought to 
have the full use of his mental faculties for 
writing shorthand outlines. A beginner would 
find it necessary to have clear, intelligent dic- 
tation, a slow sermon or speech, which he 
could hear without any special effort, thus 
leaving his mental faculties free play for the 
formation of correct outlines. I thought of • 
using a couple of the machines for the next 
case for which I furnish a daily copy, but to 
speak frankly I would not want to transcribe 
all day from one myself. I know a lady ste- 
nographer of who had a grapho- 
phone on trial for this verj' purpose, but who 
returned it after a thorough test. She found 
it of very little value to her for the purposes 
of dictation. I listened to the same machine 
talk for fifteen or twenty minutes and it set 
my teeth on edge for a week. However, I 
presume they are valuable for getting out 
daily copy. One of the largest cases on the 
Pacific Coast — the Fair will contest — was 
gotten out in this way, by George W. Smith, 
of San Francisco." 



3t Diarrow Sscape. 

A COTERIP: of New Orleans stenogra- 
-*» pliers, so says TAe Times- Democrat ^ 
of that city, were recently relating their pro- 
fessional experience, when the law reporter 
of the party narrated the following queer 
storv : 



*' A couple of years ago I was engaged to 
take the testimony in a case involving some 
big lumber interests. The evidence was very 
important, and full of minute technical de- 
tails. 

'• When the hearing was over, a proposition 
to compromise was made, and I was notified 
not to translate my work until further orders. 
So r laid the note book oii the table in my 
room and- thought no more about it until one 
day it fell on the floor and the stupid negro 
servant threw it in the grate on some burn- 
ing trash. I chanced along just in time to 
see it blazing, and when I got it out the bot- 
tom half was reduced to cinder. 

** The paper was, luckily, pretty thick, and 
the mass was unbroken. It was simply a 
bunch of black, crumpled sheets, looking like 
iron and a hundred times more brittle than 
glass. I was horrified, for I knew that the 
loss of the record might mean a rehearing, 
costing thousands of dollars, and sure enough 
the very next day I got an order for the 
transcribing. The compromise had fallen 
through. 

'* My notes had been taken in pencil, and 
seen at a certain angle the marks shone out 
from the charred pages with a metallic lustre. 
I laid the book on the table and transcribed 
the top leaf. Then with a thin knife, taking 
infinite pains, I gently detached and raised 
the sheet. It was laid carefully on a tray, 
because I had to go back and copy the other 
side, and while the work was in progress I 
kept a handkerchief tied loosely over my 
mouth to prevent my breath from scattering 
the cinders. The ooors and windows were 
shut tight as wax. 

'* Well, I finally finished the transcription. 
I believe it was the toughest job a reporter 
ever tackled, but I didn't miss a wora, and 
turned in the record in ample time. I said 
nothing about the particulars until nearly a 
year, later, when the case was definitely set- 
tled, fearing that some point would be raised 
as to the accuracy of the notes. In fact, one 
of the counsel has since told me that had he 
known the story he would have secured a 
rehearing on it." 

Stenographers of the 31. J/. Court of 

Seneral Sessions. 

A DINNER was given in honor of Judge 
-^^ James Fitzgerald of the N. Y. Court of 
General Sessions by the District Attorney's 
staff at the Waldorf Astoria, New York City, 
on Thurs<lay evening, Decenil)er 29th. 1898. 
Judge Fitzgerald was at the recent election 
chosen for a seat on the N. Y. Supreme 
Court, and the dinner was in the nature of a 
good-bye from his Associates in the Criminal 
Courts. Hon. Asa Bird Gardiner presided 
and among others called upon Mr. Peter 
P. McLoughlin, to respond for the stenogra- 
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phers of the Court of General Sessions, com- 
posed of Messrs. Beard, McLoughlin, Osborn 
and Flack. Mr. McLoughlin, who is also the 
energetic president of the N. Y. S. S. A., re- 
ceived a very warm greeting from the gentle- 
men present, and said among other things : 

** There are judges and judges. The ideal 
judge might be said to be one who plays no 
favorites ; who is gently firm ; who strives to 
make inequalities equal ; who protects the 
weak and the poor against the strong and the 
influential ; who hears patiently ; who de- 
cides impartially and who without the least 
forfeiture of self-respect, can chat, jest and 
laugh with every one. This would be the 
estimate of the stenographers of the Court 
of the character which Judge Fitzgerald has 
already made for himself upon the bench. 
Jurors who came to the Court of General 
Sessions expecting to find stiffness and starch 
in the person of the Judg^e upon the bench 
were disappointed when it was Judge Fitz- 
gerald who presided. Instead they found a 
man with a sunny, smiling face and a voice 
whose musical tones and fascinating lisp im- 
parted interest to everything he communi- 
cated, even when he defined that hackneyed 
maxim of the law ' the defendant is entitled 
to the benefit of every reasonable doubt.' If 
be assumed no airs of dignity, it wa^ because 
he |x>sses8ed a real dignity, an inward great- 
ness of soul which rendered it unnecessary 
for him to surround himself with any for- 
malities. Prisoners who came before him 
with the truth or the law on their side had 
nothing to fear, but the shifty fellow, with 
the fishy story, was closely questioned, and 
no half answers were accepted for accurate 
replies. He showed no mercy to liars ; but 
all mercy to those who were honest and 
frank with the Court. We shall miss Judge 
Fitzgerald from the Court of General Ses- 
sions ; we have learned to love him there ; 
but we rest content in the fondly cherished 
hope that while life lasts we shall ever have 
a place in his affectionate remembrance." 



Stenographers' Xints Uo Jtllorneys. 

TH K official court stenographers of the Sixth 
(N. Y. ) Judicial District (consisting of 
Messrs. Theodore C. Rose, Elmira ; Henry L. 
Beach, Binghamton ; and John B. Murray, 
Delhi), have published a neat court calen- 
dar of their district for 1899, and have taken 
the opportunity therein to address the legal 
profession as follows, viz :. 

Hints for Attorneys Who Need Them. 

Derived from long experience. 

" Stenographer's fees are never large, un- 
less Attornevs make them so. 



** Put more thought and fewer words into 
your questions. You pay the Stenographer 
for words only. 

'*A word well placed is more effective than 
ten spoken at random. Commodore Dewey 
considered one shot well placed, better than 
a broadside fired a la Spanish. 

" Do not hide, or obscure your ideas with 
a multitude of useless words. The clearest 
statements contain the fewest words. 

** Ideas, to be effective, must be impressed 
upon the hearer, as well as expressed by the 
speaker. Study to impress as well as to 
express. 

*' Do not ask the same question of the 
same witness more than six times. The 
same question asked of the same witness 
more than six times, tires the jury, and a 
tired jury generally renders its verdict for 
' the other feller. ' 

*• Do not pile a dozen papers upon the 
Stenographer's table, ask him to mark them 
as exhibits, and then go right on with the 
examination of the witness. Marking hal/ 
a dozen exhibits, noting the marking on his 
note book, keeping an index of them, and 
taking a rapid examination, all at the same 
time, is about the limit of the Stenographers 
ability." 

A prominent New York court stenographer 
makes the following jocose comments 011 the 
foregoing ** hints ** : — 

•* I disagree with the proposition. They 
don't always pay — never if they can avoid 
it. I always supposed they also paid for 
some thought on the stenog's part. Anyway, 
it is a good jab at the illegal profession." 



3Cote9, 

The following recent appointments of 
stenographers in various parts of the country 
have come to my notice : — 

Mr. J. Gilmore Fletcher, of Harrisburg, 
Pa. , to be official stenographer of the Frank- 
lin County Courts, to succeed his brother, 
Mr. Henry P. Fletcher. 

Mr. a. M. Brown, of Boston, Mass., to the 
double position of crier and stenographer of 
the r. S. Circuit and District Courts at that 
city. If this appointment should become a 
precedent, stenographers throughout the 
country may supplant the court crier. 

Mr. Arthur I. Rand, of N. Y. City, to be 
stenographer to the Board of Public Im- 
provements, of that city. Salary |i2oo per 
annum. 

Miss Mary Asesnon, of N. Y. City, to l>e 
stenographer in the Department of Public 
Buildings in that city. 
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Mr. Myron H. Hill, of Jamestown, N. Y., 
Executive stenographer to Ex-Gov. Black, 
has been retained by Gov. Roosevelt in the 
same capacity at Albany, N. Y. 

Miss Lulu Quackenbush, of Johnstown, 
X. Y., a late graduate of the Gloversville 
Business College, to be bookkeeper and 
stenographer with George A. Streeter of 
Johnstown, N. Y. 

In the office of the new District Attorney, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., stenographers Fidele Dris- 
coll, Catharine J. Boyle and Walter Worth 
have been retained and Marv E. Van Tassell 
appointed. 

Mr. L. E. BonU, of San Jose. Cal., official 
reporter of Superior Court, has been a very 
busy stenographer of late. Besides his reg- 
ular court work he has reported a big polit- 
ical slander suit, lasting 21 days, in which 
he furnished daily transcript. Then he has 
three election contests, to finish the report- 
ing of which will take over a month. Mr. 
Bontz says "sentiment is getting quite 
strong in this State (California) for an asso- 
ciation of stenographers. Hope to have all 
the reporters in San Jose join together soon, 
and also the reporters of the State at large.** 
Mr. Bontz has been doing some newspaper 
work on The Chronicle (San Francisco). 

Kansas court stenographers are to make 
an organized effort at the present session of 
their Legislature to have the portion of the 
fee and salary bill, passed two years ago, 
which reduced their fees, repealed. It is 
claimed for the Kansas stenog*s, that under 
the new law they cannot make a living and 
that many of them have been compelled to 
seek other employment. 

Every member of the New York State 
Stenographers' Association who receives a 
copy of the proposed bill which has been in- 
troduced at the current session of the N. Y. 
Legislature should at once personally inter- 
view or write to his member of assembly en- 
dorsing the measure and urging its enactment. 
It is a very important piece of legislation to 
law reporters, even with the "due diligence " 
clause left in it. 

A WRITER in a late issue of the N. Y. Times 
Saturday Revieiv of Books and Art, com- 
plains that since "compositors, well taught 
in spelling," have been supplanted by 
" half -instructed men and women" (to 



manipulate type-setting machines) "the 
magazines and newspapers liave teemed with 
the ghastly errors." The writer criticises 
the spelling of tradespeople as atrocious and 
then says : " Those who employ typewriters 
and shorthand writers are compelled to teach 
them what they should liave learned in the 
primary schools." 

" And pity »tis. His true.*' 

The writer then very properly puts this 
question: "Might not the school boards 
lay less stress on * broadening ' the pupil's 
mind and strive to deepen his knowledge of 
a few things, the English language for one ? " 

Mr. Francis E. Wessels, of the Lippincott 
Building of Philadelphia, Pa., has heretofore 
given special attention to general medical 
stenographic reporting and also to medical 
and scientific debates. He is the official 
stenographer to two Philadelphia medical 
societies, reports regularly two clinics at as 
many important hospitals besides being the 
official stenographer of the Academy of Sur- 
gery, Academy of Stomatology and the 
American Institute of Homeopathy. Mr. 
Wessels intends to also devote attention to 
law reporting in the future. 

Mrs. Minnie Jones, of Cleveland, O., is 
one of the able stenographic assistants of 
vStenographer Charles W. Chesnutt of that 
city. 

Say, you official court stenographer, and 
you officer, or member of the N.Y.S.S. Asso- 
ciation, and you officer or member of some 
other State Association, and you office stenog- 
rapher or student, why hide your light 
under a bushel? Don't you know that The 
Stenographer is doing its utmost to con- 
serve your interests, collectively and indi- 
vidually ? Don't you know that, even if you 
are too poor to spend one dollar a year — less 
that one-third of a cent a day — for subscrip- 
tion to The vStenographkr, you can, at 
least, give us generously of your encourage- 
ment by sending in news items, your experi- 
ence in reporting, etc., etc. The Stenck;- 
raphkr is a proper medium for tlie inter- 
change of ideas and suggestions relating to 
all branches of stenography — among profess- 
ional reporters, and amanuenses and students. 
Why not try this during 1S99? 

H. W. Thornk. 



IComeit Stenographers and the Civil Service. 




HAT are the prospects 
for woiiifii stellogra- 

positioiiB, ami what 
bearing have the Civ- 
il Service rules upon 

T the employ of the United 
man must pursue 
n ; and after the 
appointment has lieen secured, she must per- 
form her duties as efficiently and punctually 

Those conteniplatiiiK talcing the Civil Ser- 
vice examination, which must be passed be- 
fore they can be certified as stenographers and 
typewriters or clerks, are required to possess 
ability along three inlportant lines ; they must 
be morally; physically and mentally efficient. 
I want to emphasize this thought — strict 
adherence to moral principles is the lirst 
requisite of an amanuensis, and Government 
stenographers, almost without exception, are 
amanuenses. This should embrace ability 
and the desire to hold one's tongue — ^iii other 
words, to keep profoundly secret the matter 
dictated by the employer ; the Government 
stenographer gets possession of many State 
secrets which, if divulged might cause 
great lisrtu. Notwithstanding the claim that 
women cannot keep secrets, it lias been proven 
again and again that they not only can keep 
them as well as men but tliat tliey do refuse to 
divulge their employers' affairs. So that, 
while the moral requirement is important to 
both sexes, women are less frequent violators 
of moral law than men. 



The busy women of to-day are proverbially 
healthy and, with proper care and the requi- 
site amount of rest, women stenographers are 
able to endure the strain of hard work com- 
mon to their profession equally as well as 
men ; and they neither demand nor require 
the cheering fumes of a cigar or a bracing 
glass of spirits to assist (or ratlier retard \) 
thein in the performance of unusual duties. 
The great stumbling block in tlie way of both 
men anil women obtaining conspicuous effic- 
iency in stenography is a combination of 
physical and mental disabilities. In a word. 
the hand is incapable of executing notes 
rapidly and accurately, and. when they have 
been written, the mind refuses to recognize 
the hieroglyphics which resemble anything 
but a written thought. 

The Civil Service has not placed a very 
high rate of speed as the requisite of entrance 
to the Government employ, but is so far above 
the average business college graduate that few 
of the girls, and an equally small proportion 
of the boys, who have just left school and 
have not had the ripening experience which 
comes only with actual work, are able to pass 
it. Or, if they do succeed in getting their 
names upon the eligible list, there are so 
many ahead of them that they are never cer- 
tified for appointment. 

The first step of those who wish to take the 
Civil Service examination is to address a card 
to the " U. S, Civil Service Commission, 
Washington, U. C," requesting application 
blanks. These the Commission will forward, 
together with a " Manual of Examinations '' 
which contains much information regarding 
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the Civil Service and a schedule of the places 
and dates of examinations. Attached to the 
application blank, which must be properly 
filled by the applicant, are two vouchers that 
should be filled by two citizens of tlie state of 
which tlie applicant i^ a resident. These ,pa-^ 
pers must be iii the office of the Commission at 
least ten days prior to the date of the exam- 
ination. After their receipt by the Commis- 
sion, the applicant is sent a '* card of admis- 
sion " which must be presented at the place 
where examinations occur. Regular exam- 
inations are held twice a year in the principal 
cities of the various states ; the first series 
begins about March 15th and continues until 
the last of April ; the second series comes 
six months later and runs from the middle of 
September until the last of October. While 
the examination is not severe, the Civil Ser- 
vice demands careful, painstaking clerks. 

After a few weeks, and sometimes not until 
after some months, the aspirant for a Govern- 
ment position receives an announcement giv- 
ing the grades made at the examination. 
These are frequently a surprise to the appli- 
cant, and ofttimes give rise to a feeling of 
resentment that such ability as the man or 
woman possesses should be rated so low ; the 
chances are, however, that the applicant 
received all the credit he or she deserved. In 
case of dissatisfaction the Commission cour- 
teously allows persons to see their papers, and, 
after a glance at the careless blunders usually 
standing out so prominently, they are satis- 
fied with their ratings. In tlie event of an 
error having been made, however, in the 
marking, it is corrected and the general 
average raised. 

Then comes the waiting time which is the 
most trying of all ; but if the stenogjrapher 
is as competent as she should be she will not 
be idle, but will be earning a comfortable 
salary in a business office, or in some way 
utilizing her knowledge of the cabalistic art. 

Since no appointments are made from the 
stenographic register alone, it is necessary to 
make a grade of at least eighty-five per cent, in 
shorthand and typewriting, or in typewriting 
alone, in order to have a chance of appoint- 
ment. The name is left on the eligible list 
one year, but the President has been asked 
to extend the time of eligibility to two years 
for all technical examinations. 

Through the courtesy of the Civil »Service 
Commission, I have been furnished the fol- 



lowing figures, showing the number of 
women who have been examined, the num- 
ber who passed, and the number appointed 
during the calendar year ending December 
31, i^j^ :. 

Steno^raphi£r%nd Typewriting examina- 
tion: 203 exan)*iied, 74 passed, 18 appointed. 

Typewriting : 208 examined, 85 passed, 5 
appointed. 

There are 176 eligibleson the stenographic 
and typewriting register combined, and 138 
' on the typewriting register. In nearly all 
technical examinations, including stenogra- 
phy and typewriting, forty per cent, pass 
and sixty per cent, fail ; while in the regular 
Departmental examinations, the reverse is 
true — ^sixty per cent, passing and only forty 
per cent, failing. The reason for this is 
obvious : the applicants are not prepared to 
take the examinations. Thev are led into 
them by the delusive hope that if they can 
only get through somehow, their ' * influence ' ' 
can secure them an appointment. I have had 
many people come to me a few weeks, and 
even a few days, before an examination and 
beg me just to ** get them through '* as they 
expressed themselves. I invariably advise 
such applicants to wait until they are prop- 
erly prepared before trying an examination. 
*' Haste makes waste" truly in taking a 
Civil Service examination without thorough 
prepMiration. Worse, even, tlian failure is the 
chance of simply '* getting through " because 
one cannot again enter the examination until 
after one year has elapsed, and the matter of 
** influence '' usually is a myth. If one is 
willing to study hard, six months is ample 
time to get up speed and to practice for ac- 
curacy — of course, supposing the person in 
question already has a. working knowledge of 
the branches. After permanent appoint- 
ment, a woman stenographer in the Depart- 
ments here in Washington is eligible to pro- 
motions and may rise as high as her masculine 
competitor. I know of several who receive 
jr,4oo — and they earn it, too. 



Jtfgh Sdeals, 

APROPOS of our opening remarks in the 
January number is the following extract 
from Governor Roosevelt's inaugural ad- 
dress : — 

We must realize, on the one hand, that we 
can do little if we do not set ourselves a high 
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ideal ; and, on the other, tliat we will fail in 
accomplishing even this little if we do not 
work through practical methods and with a 
readiness to face life as it is, and not as we 
think it ought to be.'* 

Jtssoeiaiion 3)ata. 

AT THE regular monthly meeting of the 
New^ Orleans Stenographers' Associa- 
tion, held on December loth, the reports 
submitted by the various officers showed 
great advancement ; five members were 
placed in paying positions during the month, 
and a handsome balance to the credit of the 
Association w^as mentioned, as the result of a 
musical and dramatic entertainment recently 
given by the members. 

A NUMBKR of property owning women in 
New York have organized a defensive society, 
called the Ladies' Legal Association. Many 
women, ignorant of legal quibbles and the 
wide avenue for fraud which law opens, have 
been swindled by unprincipled lawyers, 
agents and business men. By forming an 
organization and retaining responsible coun- 
sel, they can obtain trustworthy legal advice 
at all times in the ordinary discharge of their 
business. This concerted effort gives them 
legal protection which would othen\'ise be 
bevond their means. 

^otc% 3rom Uhe Shield. 

I TALI AN High Schools have been open for 
* yearsto womenas wellas tomen. Every 
year a prize is offered to students in the 
teachers' seminaries for an essay. This year 
fifty "women competed and only five men. 
The women secured the prize and all the 
medals. 

'*IT is amazing," complained a business 
man, '*how few workers there are that can 
be depended upon. I would rather have one 
dependable person than a dozen irresponsible 
ones, no matter how brilliant or accomplished 
the latter may be." From " Forward." 

Ida E. TrjiNER. 

* ^ # 

The Louisville Post says, there is on 
record in the archives of the English Patent 
Office for 1714, an application for a patent on 
a typewriting machine. 



The National Shorthand Teachers* Asso- 
ciation, held its fourth annual meeting in 
the rooms of the Metropolitan Business 
College, Chicago, Ills., December 28th to 
30th, 1898. 

The meeting was full of interest and has 
undoubtedly been helpful in many ways to 
those who attended. 

Mr. E.J. Losie, of Rockford, Ills., had a 
paper entitled, ** Some nuts to be cracked by 
a Teacher of Shorthand." The discussions 
drifted into particularizing of writing move- 
ments, and Mr. Isaac S. Dement was re- 
quested to exhibit before the Association 
with six of his pupils, the movements as 
taught by him. 

Mr. Thomas J. Allen, of Aurora, Ills., gave 
a talk on ''The Word Method of Teaching 
Shorthand.'* 

On the morning of the second day. Presi- 
dent W. N. Smith, presented his address, 
followed by Mr. D. Kimball, of Chicago, on 
"What Should Constitute a Complete Type- 
writing Course.** 

The election of officers resulted as follows : 
Mr. H. G. Healey, President, Mr. J. Clifford 
Kennedy, Vice-president, Miss Florence M. 
Slingerland, of Oil City, Pa., Secretary. 

Other interesting and instructive papers 
were presented and discussed, among which 
we may mention, *' Touch Typewriting," 
by Mr. A. C. Van Sant, of Omaha, Nebr. 
The *• Responsibility of the Teacher," by 
Mr. Isaac S. Dement, "Can Shorthand and 
Typewriting be successfully Taught to Com- 
pletion by Mail," by W. I. Tunis. 

Mr. Charles H. McGurrin of Kalamazoo, 
Mich., gave an exhibition of his skill on the 
typewriter. 

Mr. Healey exhibited, with full explana- 
tions, "a model class in Dictation." 

An " Exhibition of the Practical Use of the 
Graphophone in a Business Office,** was 
made by a representative of the Columbia 
Phonograph Company. 

A resolution of thanks was presented by 
Mr. Charles M. Miller in behalf of services 
rendered by Mr. H. G. Healey. 

* -^ * 

Mr. J. W. McGuiRE, Cleveland, O., asks 
where he can obtain a book of business letters 
including correspondence of Stock Brokers, 
and those representing stock dealers in 
wheat, etc. 
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Sditorial Siotea. 
TlTR. J. EDMUND FULLER writes that 
he is no longer connected with the 
Atlanta Business College, but that he is 
doing reporting work in Atlanta, Ga. 



'^)OCUME^^rs received from the Oxfoid 
Shorthand Society, Dover, England, 
show that they are wide-awake and active. 
The pnblic Medal, of that city, Is said to 
have been won by the Oxford sj'Steni for the 
tenth 



lines. Mr. Latta claims that he secures 
great brevity of expression by bis device. 

* 
■Jl/Jr. JOHN H. NILSSON. of Oil City, 
Pa., renews his subscription to Thk 
Stenographer. Mr. Nitlson showed his 
patriotism by accompanyiag the Sixteenth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers to Porto Rico, and 
has just returned home to be mustered out. 

* 
A LL subscribers to Thk Stenographer 
should write to tbe Joseph Dixon Cru- 
cible Conipany, of Jersey City, N. J., for a 
very interesting description of the use of 
Graphite. This article will form one of the 
best subjects for dictation we have seen for 
a long time. 

'T*HE Cosmopolilaii for the coming year 
will contain a series of articles by men 
who have made great business, successes ex- 
plaining the cause of their success. We do 
not know where our readers can get a larger 
amount of useful and instructive as well as 
enterlaiuiug reading matter for ten cents a 
month or f 1 .00 a year. 

"^/E ate exceedingly pleased to receive a 
shorthand communication from our 
dear old friend Elias Longley, of South 
Pasadena, Calif., in which he assures us that 
he still lives and proposes to labor for the 
cause. We reprint elsewhere his communi- 
cation, and trust that his well meant desires 
may be realized. Since writing the above, 
word comes that brother Longley passed 
quietly away. He alisolutely died " in the 
harness." Surely, he will be welcomed with 
thegreeting, "Well, done, goodand faithful 
servant." 



V(f R. E. N. LATTA, of Gutteuberg, la., 
has l>een exploring in the direction of 

indicating certain phonetic elements by lo- 
cation of signs with reference to vertical 



'T'HE Toledo Blade says tliat Mayor Jones, 

of that city, is in favor of dropping the 

teaching of stenography in the Manual 

Training School on the ground that there is 
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no use in spending people's money for a 
field already overcrowded. 

We would suggest that a thorough educa- 
tion to prepare for this field is desirable, but 
the probabilities are that the instruction 
given in these night schools is not of that 
character and, therefore, does not produce 
the desired results. 

A N organization of the Kansas State Ste- 
nographers was formed at Salina, Kan- 
sas, December 31st, 189S, to be an auxiliary 
to the National Association. £. O. Allen, 
Salina, Kansas, President; J. Arthur Young, 
Emporia, Kansas, First Vice-President ; J. 
F. Studebaker, McPherson, Kansas, Second 
Vice-President ; Joseph H. Young, Oberlin, 
Kan., Secretary -Treasurer ; Louella Rudolph, 
Topeka, Kansas, Librarian. 

Credit is given to Kendrick C. Hill for the 
good work he has done. We hope to give 
further particulars of this organization in the 
future. 

"DEV. H. L. WHEHIvER, 262 Pearl vSt., 

Burlington, Vt., says : ** I used to like 
the magazine, especially while Mr. Edmund's 
articles were running. I wish we could have 
more of such articles. To me, at least, the 
questions of the comparative excellence of 
the two vowel scales, of geometric and script 
signs, of the phonetic and orthographic 
basis, would be interesting, but it seems as 
if our scholarly stenographers were wholly 
given to practice, not investigation. I don't 
know that there would be any general inter- 
est in such articles. I have studied a good 
many systems, as I had leisure, and can 
write Gabelsberger and some others, and 
have a few notions on what might be de- 
vised — a system of brief writing for every- 
body. Let reporting alone, that is for the 
few always ; but longhand is too long for use 
by anybody who writes much. I am glad to 
see your McKee department. I have been 
sorry to learn of John Watson's death." 

I should be very glad indeed to receive 
brief communications from our scholarly 
stenographers to whom the Rev. Mr. Wheeler 
refers. We all miss Mr. Watson, and every- 
body was delighted with Mr. Edmund's 
articles. Possibly, Mr. Edmunds might take 
up some of the points suggested by Mr. 
Wheeler, as we know of no one more com- 
petent than he to discuss them. 



"Sn the Mollow of 3fii% Sfiandr 

By W. W. Stickley. 

In the hollow of his hand — mighty hand. 
My Creator holds the sea — boundless sea. 

Though in nimiber like the sand — grains of 

[sand — 
He will find the dead, and me — even me. 

Suggested by the death of a soldier on the 
hospital ship *' Relief," who was buried at 
sea. 

Isaiah 40-12: '^Who hath measured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand," &c. 

Job 36-30 : *• Behold, He spreadeth His 
light upon it and covered the lK>ttoni of the 
sea." 

Ps. 68.22 : ** I will bring my people again 
from the depths of the sea." 

* * * 

Sub/isiers' 5Zo1es. 

We are under obligations to Messrs. Isaac 
Pitman & Sons for copies of "Shorthand 
Class Book "—20 cents; '*ShorthandOradus" 
—6 cents; "The Sign of the Four," by A. 
Conan Doyle, and "Around the Woild in 
Eighty Days," by Jules Verne. The two 
latter are in easy reporting style, price 40 
cents each. 

* ^ ^ 

Stenographic Jtppointments. 

Miss Clara Holland, in the City Engineer's 
Office, Ottawa, Canada. 

Miss Caroline E. Hall, with District Attor- 
ney W. D. McNulty, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

John E. Graham, to the Superintendent 
Naval Constructor, Elizabethport, N. Y. 

Miss Ida Cramer, with Dr. B. J. Kay 
Medical Co., Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

Theodore S. Robinson, in the Schenectady 
Locomotive Works, Troy, N. Y. 

Earl Lenier Gray, with J. C. Irwin, Divis- 
ion Engineer, New York Central R. R., 
Albany, N. Y. 

* * ^ 

^y^E regret very much that owing to lack 
of space our " Teacher's " Department 
was crowded out this month. 

Mr. N. H. Prouty, 1419 Gibson St., 
Scranton, Pa., wishes to hear of someone 
who has a good Pitmanic system of short- 
hand for sale at a reasonable price. 
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A SHORTHAND LETTER FROM EUAS LONGLEY. 
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Sermon 3tdapted from SfCunBon's 
System of S^fionography* 

BY Jas. a. Hark, 

37 Broadway, New York. 

Wer immer in den gebahnten Wegen des 
Lebeas fortgegangen ist, begrenzt ditrch das 
Gcsetz, bestimmt durch Ordnung, Sitte und 
Form, welche in seiner Heimath als tansend- 
jaehrige Gewohnheit von Geschlecht zu 
Geschlecht vererbt wird, und wer ploetzlich 
als Binzelner unter Fremde geworfen wird, 
wo das Gesetz seine Rechte nur unvoUkora- 
men zu schuetzen vermag, und wo er durch 
eigene Kraft die Berechtigung zu leben sich 
alle Tage erkaempfen muss, der erst erkennt 
den Segen der heiligen Kreise, welche um 
jeden einzelnen Menschen Tausende der 
Mitlebenden bilden, die Familie, seine 
Arbeitsgenosaen, sein Volksstamm, sein 
Staat. Ob er in* der Fremde verliere oder 
gewinne, er wird ein Anderer. Ist er ein 
Schwaechling, so wird die eigene Art den 
fremden Gewalten opfern, in deren Banu- 
kreis er getreten ist. Hat er StofF zu einem 
Manne, jetzt wird er einer. Doppelt theuer 
werden seiner Seele die Gueter, in deren 
Besitz er aufgewachsen war, vielleicht auch 
die Vorurtheile , die an seinem Leben hingen , 
und manches, was er sonst gleichgiltig an- 
gesehen hatte, wieLuft undSonnenschein, 
das wird jetzt sein hoechstes Gut. — 

Aus Frey tag's ''Soil und Haben." 

^^ ^ 

Richard Webks has entered the Law 
office of D. G. Atkins, Kingston, N. Y., as 
stenographer and typewriter. 

An exhibit of the * 'Perfect" Pocket Oiler 
will be made at booth No. 47 at the Chicago 
Cycle Show, and booth No. 59 at the New 
York Show. The * 'Perfect" Oiler for 1899 
is handsomer than ever. The workmanship 
and finish are beautiful, and as it regulates 
the supply of oil to a drop, it is of je^eat va- 
lue in saving the delicate mechanism of a 
good typewriter. 

Mr. Francis Henderson, of Dundee, 
Scotland, sends us the following : ''In St. 
Mary's Church, at Sculcoates, near Hull, is 
to be found the only epitaph in shorthand 
known to exist.. It is on a monument to 
Mrs. Jane Delanoth, on the wall of the north 
aisle. The lady died in 1761 and the short- 
hand inscription says: "She was a poor 
sinner, but not wicked and departed in the 
faith of the Christian Church in full assurance 
of eternal happiness. 




James Atkinson, stenographer, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., has our sympathy in his en- 
deavors to hold down his position. He is 
said to be thoroughly competent and there 
is no reason why there should be opposition 
to him. 
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Usaac pitman Department 

Edited by \nLLIAn U AASON. 

Principal of Thk Mbtropolitan Shorthand School, 170 Fifth Avenue, S. W. cor. aadSt., 
New York, and Official InHtructor in I»aac Pitman'a Phonography in the 

Public Day Schools of New York City. 



MR. THOMAS CURTIS, teacher of the 
Isaac Pitman shorthand in the Brooklyn 
Evening High School, No. 1, writes: "You will 
be interested in knowing that the demand 
this year at the Brooklyn Evening High School 
No. 1 for the Isaac Pitman system of short- 
hand is something remarkable, having surpass- 
ed all former records, which I think speaku 
well for the system. In fact, the demand haa 
been such that it has been found necessary to 
make two separate classes in that study, and 
even now there are numbers who are waiting 
to be admitted should any dilatory students 
dropout. Our last year's students are now 
filling lucrative positions, and I think it only 
a matter of time when we shall see the Isaac 
Pitman shorthand universally adopted by 
every school of any standing. As a textbook 
the 'Complete Instructor' cannot be sur- 
passed." 

* ^ ^ 

3Cey to Ssaae S^itman Phonography. 

Rule 188, "If the plaintiff's statement is 
filed before the return day of the writ, and 
the summons has not been | served 10 days 
before the return day, the plaintiff shall be en- 
titled to judgment at any time 10 days after 
the return day in default of defendant's ap- 
pearance." 

These rules, I of course, apply only where no 
affidavit of delense has been filed by the de- 
fendant. If defendant files an affidavit of de- 
fense the case may either be disposed of by 
I arbitration, or ordered on the trial list. If 
oidered on the trial list, it will take at least 
one and a half years before the trial is 
reached. | Yours truly. (210) 

25. 
MR. JOHN TAYLOR, 

No. 1 Broadway, New York. 
Dear Sir: Yours of the 15th inst. came dur- 
ing my absence, and I have been unable to 
take it up until this | morning. The assesa- 
nitnt for the present year has been completed, 
and has gone into the hands of a committee, 
and the duplicates for this year's taxes are 
new being made, | so that it seems impossible 
to get the assessment changed this year. 



I saw Mr. Young, who represents Mr?. 
Smith, as whose property it is assessed, and 
he said that | he had never had any changes 
made, preferring to pay the taxes on the 
acreage rather than to have the city assess 
tkem as building lots, so that the taxes | have 
been paid each year, and will be paid by him 
this year. 

If you will write to me in October or No- 
vember, calling my attention to the matter, 
I I will get the lots carried to you in the tri- 
ennial assessment, which will be made aboat 
that time for next year.— Yours truly. (173) 

26. 
MR. ROBERT THOMPSON, 
Little Falls, Minn. 

Dear Sir: Your inquiry of the 26th inst. as 
to what disposition is being made of your de- 
ceased mother-in-law's property, received. \ 
She having named no executor in her will, the 
court appointed John Joues, administratir 
cum testamenio annexo. He had given bond, 
and was going on with the distribution of the 
I property according to the terms of the w?!! 
when he was suddenly taken ill and died- It 
will now be necessary to have an adminis- 
trator t/^d^«/5f/£?w cutn tesiatnento \ annexo 
appointed, who will have the same power to 
act as Mr. Jones had. Have you any prefer- 
ence as to who shall be appointed? 

I will prepare the necessary petition I for 
the appointment, upon receipt of your reply. 

Yours truly. (130) 

27. 
MR. JAMES FOX, 

Nashville, Ky. 
Dear Sir: Your valued favor of March 2nd, 
containing enclosed remittance of $10 in pay- 
ment for a bill of legal filling received, for 
which I accept our thanks. 

We forward you the books to-day by fast 
freight, charges prepaid by us, and herewith 
enclose our receipted invoice and bill of lading 
for the shipment. | — Yours respectfully. 

(62) 

28 
EDITOR ALBANY LAW JOURNAL, 
Albany, N. Y. 
Dear Sir: We take pleasure in handing you 
by to-day's express, for such review in the 
columns of your valued 



A9' Isaac Pitman's Complete Phonographic Inatructor, 250 pp., $1.50 : a Phono|fraphic Dictionary, with the 
.,jiorthand forma for 60,000 words, %\.^\ Business '" 
Phonography, 101 pages, $2.00. Publi.Hhed by Isaac 



shorthand forms for 60,000 words, $i..v; Business Correspondence, Nos. i and 2, each, 30 cents. Spanish 

Pitman & Sous, 33 I'nion Square, New York. 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 
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Business Correspondence. 
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#% Schools and others, desiring the services of ex- 
perienced shorthand teachers, will please apply to 
Teachers' Bureau Department, Isaac Pitman & Sons, 
33 Union Square, New York. 
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Benn pitman department* 

A» Taught by CHAS* T. PLATT, 

Principal of Shorthand Department of Hartford Business College^ Hartfofd^ Conn. 

also Author of ^itmanic Shorthand Instructor.^ 



3iey to Shorthand Dlotes, 

IN preparing the Benn Pitman page this 
month I use for the subject matter a former 
article of mine, bearing on the discussion now 
rife in the magazines as to what to dictate, 
how to dictate, etc.: 

"Repetition in Writing and Reading Short- 
hand. — This has been a subject of- much con- 
troversy among shorthand instructors; but I 
think the division of sentiment chiefly due to 
the careless use of the word 'repetition' and 
failure to define its scope as applied to short- 
hand instruction. Am I in favor of repeti- 
tion? Yes, and no! It is undeniable that fa- 
miliarity with outlines can only be gained by 
persistently re-writing and re-reading them. 
This is repetition. But it is just as true that 
repeating the same article or the same sen- 
tence many times becomes monotonous ; mo- 
notony produces mind-wandering; and an in- 
attentive mind is about as receptive as mar- 
ble. Who has not put himself to sleep by re- 
peating over and over again some line or 
verse? The soporific tendency of this method 
is well known. How to secure the repetition 
and eliminate the monotony is the problem- 
Repetition must be administered 'sugar-coat- 
ed' — disguised in novelty of arrangement The 
ordinary reading matter gives this variety so 
far as the common words 'to,' 'have,' 'are,' 
etc.; but the uncommon words need specially 
selected or specially prepared matter. If the 
text book does not furnish such matter, the 
wide-awake teacher will extemporize a collec- 
tion of sentences to suit his needs. The fol- 
lowing sentence will illustrate my idea: 'J 
was prompt to reply, and he was prompted to 
act promptly on account of- my promptness.' 
Here the word 'prompt' is disguised in three 
derivatives, and the single writing of this sen- 
tence confers the same benefit as far as the 
word 'prompt' is concerned as if 'I was 
prompt' were written four times. Facility in 



writing the derivatives is at the same time ac- 
quired. For the 'sugar-coating' of repeti- 
tion, testimony is the best kind of reading 
matter. Note the following: 'Q. Did you 
write the plans and specifications? A. Yes, 
sir. Q. These are the plans and specifications, 
are they? A. Yes, sir. Q. When were those 
plans and specifications drawn?' Another: 
'Q. Is she here? A. She is here. Q. Was it 
dark? A. It was dark. Q. The year you did 
not mention; what year? A. Nearly three years 
ago— three years the coming September. Tes- 
timony is full of such repetitionsof uncommon 
words, yet with sufficient variety of arrange- 
ment to insure a maintainance of the interest. 
"Teachers are apt to giVe learners too great 
a variety of reading matter. It is better at 
first to dictate long articles on special sub- 
jects; the vocabulary is thus limited, and 
'sugar-coated' repetition secured. If the dic- 
tation of a special article extends through sev- 
eral days, no matter; when finished, the pu- 
pils will have a reasonable familiarity with the 
words it contains. The word signs should be 
accumulated in a half-dozen or dozen different 
articles, to cater to this craving for novelty. 
Most text books contain one such article; but 
one is not enough. An ingenious teacher can 
soon construct a number. 

"CHARLES T. PLATT." 



While my recently published shorthand text 
book (Pitmanic Shorthand Instructor) was 
yet in embryo I received the following kind 
words from our eminent Congressional report- 
er, Mr. David Wolfe Brown: 

"I hope the book you are preparing may 
meet with the success it will no doubt de- 
serve 1 recollect that when I met you in 
Philadelphia you had already prepared a great 
deal of material, some of which I had the 
pleasure of looking over. In such a work your 
school-room experience must prove very val- 
uable. * * School-room work seems to gire 
a class of knowledge which can be obtained 
from no other source." 
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BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 
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(Babelsbetaet-IRtcbtet Department. 

Coadtscted by 

DR* RUDOLF TOMBO, No. 2 Ridge Place, New York. 

President Gal>elsberger Shorthand Society. 



Corresponding Style. 

I regret to say that I am totally unable to 
comply with your request as stipulnted in 
your letter of yesterday, seeing that the time 
at my disposal will not admit of my making up 
any such detailed statement as you say you 
would like to have* I am of opinion, however, 
that a general resume of the accounts in ques- 
tion should be of a sufficient guide for you to 
form an opinion as to the solvability of tho 
concern. I therefore enclose an abstract of 
that description, and if you desire to have any 
more particulars, I will endeavor to let you 
have them. 



Reporting Style. 



-A DANGER TO DEMOCRACY." 
Abridged from "Harper's Weekly" for Jan. 14th. 

In his inauguration speech Governor Koose- 
velt gave utterance to a thought that is full 
of- suggestion. He said: "Under no form of 
government is it so necessary thus to combine 
efficiency and morality, high principle and gen- 
eral courage as in a republic. It is absolutely 
impossible for a republic long to endure, if it 
becomes either corrupt or cowardly; if it« 
public men, no less than its private men, lose 
the indispensable virtue of honesty, or if it 
shows a lack of courage in dealing with the 
many grave problems which it must surely 
face both at home and abroad, as it strives to 
work out the destiny for a mighty nation." 

This is absolutely true. It is the office of 
democracy to lift up humanity. Through ita 
establishment man may attain his highest pos- 
sibility, and it has accomplished, or at least 
hastened, the great blessings which v/e enjoy 
at the end of the nineteenth century, including 
the gains of science and the application of its 
laws to the promotion of health and the in 
crease of comfort and of happiness. If our re- 
public should fail in this work, if at any time 
or in any quarter of the globe men may say 



that their condition is worse for the rule of 
democracy, that their hberties are taken from 
them instead of being enlarged, that darkness 
instead of light follows the rule of the peo- 
ple, then their republic will become the worst 
of governments, for it will not only have shat- 
tered its own ideals, but it will have destroy- 
ed the faith of men in themselves. There is 
only one way in which the republic or any 
other form of democratic government can be 
held to justice, virtue and efficiency, and that 
is through honest administration of its laws 
by competent men. It is true that we must 
at some time, and that not far ofP, have a re- 
form of our legislative system and of its per- 
sonnel. The sale of legislation, however, will 
not be stopped until the boss is dead, and if 
the boss continues to live and is to remain 
much longer at the head of our party system, 
a system in the essential character of which 
Governor .Roosevelt asserts his belief, we shall 
have an end to the republic, without doubt. 

Granted a proper representation of the peo- 
ple in the personnel and in the acts of the leg- 
islative body, the greatest danger to our insti- 
tutions at the present time is ignorant, cor- 
rupt and inefficient administration, and the 
evil of this will grow apace aifter we have once 
established colonial governments, unless, in 
the meantime, we have devised a system under 
which administrative officers shall be chosen 
for merit, and shall be left to the discharge 
of their duties, unhampered by politicians who 
have favors to ask and pulls to work. If we 
are to succeed in the colonies, the merit sys- 
tem must be applied, in which the tenure of 
good behavior, and promotion based on ex- 
cellence, in the lower branches of the service, 
shall be leading principles, and which shall be 
greater in number and importance than was 
our entire civil service establishment before 
the war with Spain. Not only will we do our 
new subjects the injustice of giving them bad 
government if we depend for the administra- 
tion of affairs on such men as the party man- 
a-gers recommend to the President, but we 
shall vastly extend the sources of evil which 
now affects our political system. 



Note.— The pamphlet, "The New Kra of Pho- 
nography," explains the general principles of Ga- 
belsberger system. I shall be pleased to AiniiRh this 
publication free of charge to any i-eader of The 
Stenographer who wishes to form an idea of the 
system.—/?/, fi. Tombo. 
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GABELSBERGER-RICHTER SHORTHAND. 
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flDclkee'6 IFlew Stanbarb Sbortbanb 

2)epattment. 



MRS^UL 



Conducted by 

No* 617 JULun Street^ BuShlo, N. Y. 



c7i(^ Smportanee qf Education. 

OF investigation and sound logic — by 
which we mean the science or art 
which instructs us in the laws of rea- 
soning and evidence, in the true method of 
inquiry, and in the sources of false judg- 
ments — is an essential part of a good educa- 
tion. And yet how little is done to teach 
the right use of the intellect in the common 
modes of training either rich or poor. As a 
general rule, the young are to be made, as 
far as possible, their own teachers, the dis- 
coverers of truth, the interpreters of uiiture, 
the framers of science. They are to be 
helped to help themselves. They should be 
taught to observe and study the world in 
which they live, to trace the connection of 
events, to rise from particular facts to gen- 
eral principles, and then apply these in ex- 
plaining new phenomena. 

Such is a rapid outline of the intellectual 
education which, as far as possible, should 
be given to all human beings, and with 
this, moral education should go hand in 
hand. 

In response to our request for contribu- 
tions from New Standard teachers and stu- 
dents, we have received articles for publica- 
tion from several, for which we are most 
appreciative, and which will be given in the 
Department in the order in which they were 
received. The first on the list is from Prof. 
G. E. Teeple, of Baltimore, Md. Mr. Teeple 
was associated with us in our pioneer work 
in Baltimore and a better teacher would be 
difficult to find. His methods are unique nnd 
he has the faculty of keeping the interest of 
his pupils on the increase to the end of the 
course. If space would permit we would 
give a set of test questions which he gave 
his classes in both the Y. M. C. A. and the 
Y. W. C. A. at theclosingof the term before 
the holidays. They show his deep interest 
in the work and his ability to bring out the 
Knowledge acquired by his pupils. 



Baltimore was once the temporary home 
of Prof, and Mrs. McKee. On going to 
Asheville, N. C, from here, they left not 
only a host of friends, both in and out of the 
school where they introduced their short- 
hand, but they builded better than they 
knew — they planted the seed that is now 
yielding such an abundant fruitage ; so that 
Baltimore is now in the front rank of those 
cities where McKee shorthand is the one 
system most largely taught. Out of the 
four large business colleges in this city, two 
of them are teaching McKee shorthand 
exclusively. Besides this we are giving 
some of the young people of Baltimore, 
through the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion and the Young Women's Christian 
Association, two nights a week at each insti- 
tution, their beginning in a shorthand 
career-^ beginnmg, which, if properly 
taken advantage of and prepared for, usually 
serves as a stepping-stone to advancement. 
To the mind of many business men the 
mere fact of a young person's mastering 
shorthand is of itself a guarantee of staying 
qualities. He knows that such a person 
has some of the most valuable requisites of a 
future assistant. 

A number of the hundred or more an- 
nually attending the Associations' shorthand 
departments have, in the six months allotted 
for this branch, fitted themselves for all- 
around work, several already occupving 
positions in the Executive offices of some of 
the largest mercantile houses of Baltimore. 
Many othets, unfortunately, whose time is 
too limited and whose attention is almost 
entirely absorbed in pursuits entirely foreign 
to that of shorthand, can get, in the two 
nights a week, but a mere start, and from 
many of these I learn that they are still 
" pegging away," determined to be qualified 
and not found wanting when the position is 
offered. Within the past six months I have 
heard as manv young men and women say 
that they could have a good position — if only 
they could write shorthand and operate a 
typewriting machine. It is the " if only " 
of this remark that ought to serv^e as a stem 
suggestion to every one who wishes to fit 
himself for progression in life. After short- 
hand is once started — that is when the alpha- 
bet is thoroughly learned — one never ought 
to give it up. I have never yet known one 
who dropped the study before finishing it 
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but who aften^'ards regretted its discontinu- 
ance. One thus commencing this work 
should '* fight it out along this line, if it 
takes all summer. ' ' 

There are hundreds of McKee writers in 
Baltimore acting as ofBce assistants and 
amanuenses, representing almost every 
branch of business. From among these 
many writers there are constantly coming 
into special prominence a few who make 
exceptionally brilliant records, the result of 
close and faithful attention to the work, 
never thinking themselves so nearly perfect 
but that they can still learn more. One of 
the official stenographers in the court at the 
county seat of an adjoining county is a 
McKee writer, having held his position as 
such for several years. And here let it be 
understood that McKee shorthand is not yet 
much more than an infant compared to the 
Pitmanic systems. 



I desire especially to encourage night- 
school students ot shorthand. The fact that 
you are determined to take up shorthand at 
night when already pretty well tired out, 
suggests to the thoughtful man that you 
have in you the stuff that will sooner or later 
become a potential force in the business 
fabric. I fully appreciate your struggles 
against that ** extra large mail which had to 
be gotten off," or against friends or employ- 
ers who are unfavorable to your undertaking 
the work. Let your pique or inconvenience 
be drowned in your entnusiasm. 

G. E. Tekpi^e. 



A two cent stamp will bring chart, circular 
and trial lesson in our Mail Lesson Course. 
Price of text-book, beautifully engraved, 
(1.60, postpaid. Address, McKee Publish- 
ing Co., 617 Main Street, Buffalo, New York. 



McKEE SHORTHAND. 
The Importance of Education. 
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The Duties and Qualifications of the 
Congressional Reporter. 

All Address delivered by request before the National Educational Association, 
by David Wot^fe Brown, Official Reporter, U. S. House of Representatives. 




JCey to Shorthand SZotes. 

To conceive vividly the duties and qualifica- 
tions of the Congressional reporter, one must 
conceive vividly his environment. Let us take 
a glance at the scene of his daily labors. 



Uhe S^ersonal Sflake^up of Congress. 

What a heterogeneous body in its personal 
make-up is the American House of Representa- 
tives! Here are three hundred and sixty 
members and delegates, each of whom is more 
or less a representative of the peculii»r man- 
ners, speech, sentiments, ideas, of the section 
of country from which he comes. Here are 
lawyers, doctors, ministers, merchants, clergy- 
men, teachers, bankers, railroad men, farmers, 
mechanics — in fact, men from every avenue of 
life. The topics which engage the attention 
of the House are treated by each of these men 
in his own unique way, with his own peculiar 
modes of thought, his own characteristic tones 
and words. 



Slange of Congressional Dopies. 

And how vast the range of these topics! 
Glance at the list of Congressional committees 



with the designation of the subjects entrusted 
to them — measures of finance; tariff bills 
biinging up ever and anon that interminable 
controversy between free trade and protec- 
tion; measures of internal revenue taxation, 
afi'ecting the various manufacturing and econ- 
omic interests of the whole country; changes 
of the statute law in all its various depart- 
ments, and at times amendments of that great 
fundamental law, the Constitution of the 
United States; questions involving the rela- 
tions, peaceful or warlike, of our own country 
and foreign nations; the organization and re- 
enforcement of our land and naval forces; the 
manufacture of artillery and small arms; 
the building of war vessels; national bank 
legislation; bankruptcy laws; internal improve- 
ments in all parts of the country, with the dis- 
cussion of the local and peculiar needs of hun- 
dreds of rivers and harbors; Indian affaird, 
with the strange-sounding and almost unpro- 
nounceable names of various aboriginal tribes; 
all the various questions affecting the postal 
service, such as the free delivery system, the 
subsidized railway service, the pneumatic-tube 
transmission of letters, etc. And then com- 
merce in all its ramifications, interstate an(i 
foreign; immigration and naturalization; civil 
service reform. 

(To be continued.) 



3lotes continued from Ssaae Pitman 3)ept, 

A FRENCH statistician has discovered, says 
The Phonetic Journal, that the works r.f Cor- 
neille do not contain more than 7000 different 
words, and those of Moliere 8000. Shakes- 
peare wrote all his tragedies and comedies with 
15,000 words; Voltaire and Goethe each em- 
ployed 20,0(X). "Paradise Lost" contains only 
8000; and in the Old Testament not more than 
5C42 different words are used. 

• * * 
IN a review of some new books from the 
press of Isaac Pitman & Sons, The Book- 
seller (N. Y.) remarks: Writers of the Pit- 



man system — of original phonography, that is, 
with improvements introduced by the invent- 
or — are provided with the means of maintain- 
ing a just relation between the mechanical 
skill required in writing and the general in- 
telligence and literary perception withoi-t 
which really efficient shorthand writing is im- 
possible. Commend us to the Pitman system 
and helps for its attainment as philosophical, 
tliorough and eminently practical. They 
make capable people in the ranks of a profes- 
sion by no means adequately represe'nted at 
the present time. 
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SHORTHAND NOTES BY DAVID WOLFE BROWN 



-^ 



\ 






^jz 



v^//\ -o 



^^»< m ^^.m^m^^a^d 



T 



T 



^ 



<. 



^^ 




..A. 



{ 



X/^ 



T 



./^ ^/^ 



^t- 



^^ 



1^ /^ 



-■^^ 



/'-"^ 



"X 



u:3k. 






O. 






^r ^ ■ /^ 




.CL.2. 



y "^^ "V ^ n ,:> " — J\ 



X 



■^ 



liL 



A 



r^ X 



L 




/^ . .^ V V c 



f 




V 



^ ^ ^ . 



n. 



z 



• lo>^ 1 



\ / 1 



2l: 



:^^ ^ 



Si *r 



-.Lli. 





^ 



ifc^ViX. 



^ ^ 111 ^ 




-^'^ ^_/ 






^- . .- ^ ^ 






W 



KJLi 






1 






r 



n 



f ^-o, y <. , /" 



X 




"j - • ^-'^) 




"T 



ZL 



--^ 





V ^ 



Zi 



^ 



y 




zz,,,^^ , u - V > 



i=2Z^ 



\ 




^ 



1. 



^^'^I^ 



r 



-v- 



1_LZ 



^ 




' K /J \ , y-yU^/ 



:^^ 



c^ y \. 




1-/ 7 



k^ 



f. 



J ,< 



_.A 






^ 



53 THE STENOGRAPHER. 

OUR SHORTHAND LESSONS, 



i-^. Outline. 

All the consonants of a word are written first, the second beginning where the 
first ends, the tliird beginning at the end of the second, and so on. This is called the 
skeleton or outline of tlie word. The vowels are written beside the consonants after- 
ward ; first-place vowels at the beginning of the consonants ; second-place vowels 
at the fniddle, and third-place vowels at the end of the consonant with which they arc 
sounded. If the vowel is sounded be/ore a consonant it should be written at the le/u 
or over the stroke j and if it is sounded after, it should be written at the right or 
below the stroke. 

14, Carefully copy the following exercise until thoroughly mastered, writing each 
word in shorthand five times, naming the sounds as you write them, and pronouncins: 
the word when written, as shown in the key below. 

31vvv.,,ttVA^.,,,,,,,ini\:.,.V-.Y\-VV...^VAv\;\;. 

^;^w.A^AA^,.,.vvvv^:^:v\l.:V^.v^^.,....,.vv., 



/* /' ' I r 



-- _ - *^ <| '- _>. "^ -^ 

^•v^-s — 'l-x-A;^., ;-r\,..v^.,...-,.;;l,..|-.,...,..i.,.^,.... 

•Vl A I .. 

^ r'-f-r'-^f-j >^- r.V^».; A:^. . .<rTr: .y^ 

,.^....^...^.:^..,\^\..l-..|-_,...^..^..?,..^:..A 

.4..r?>^^^.^..x).r:...^,.-..v^..^...^..<}.J::...^, 



y>.K 



Key to the Above. 

Line i. P-e pea, P-a pay, P-ah pa, P-aw paw, P-6 Poe, P-o6h pooh. 
. Line 2. K-P ip, ^-P ep, ^-p ap, 5-p op, tl-p up, 56- P oop. 

Line 3. P-i pie, P-oi poy, P-6w pow, P-ii pew, B-a bay, B-6 beau, B-T buy, B-oi 
boy, T-a tay, 6-T oat, aw-T ought, D-a day, 6-D ode, e-Cha, each, Ch-aw chaw, J-6 
Joe, a- J age. 

Line 4. K-66 coo, K-u cue, K-6w cow, K-6i coy, Ga-6 go, Ga-i guy, we-P weep, 
wa-T wait, waw-K walk, w6-K woke, w66-D woo'd, ye-eR year, yaw-La yawl. 

Line 5. yo-K yoke, yu-S use, lie-P heap, ha-T hate, hah-F half, haw-La hall. 
hiVPhope, hdo-F hoof, ht-T hit, h^-Dhead, hM-d had, h6-T hot, hti-Thut, hftft-Khook. 

Line 6. hi-D hide, hoi-T Hoyt, how-La howl, hu-J huge, P-e-K peak, P-T-K pick, 
B-a-K bake, B-e-K beck, P-d-K pack, T-aw-K talk, D-6-K dock, Cha-6-K choke, 
Clia-tt-K chuck, B-(V)-K book. 

Line 7. P-6-K-e-T pocket, D-tt-K-e-T ducat, T-t-K-t-T ticket, J-a-K-e-T jacket, 
P-i-Ppipe, B-a-b babe, T-6-D toad, I)-e-T debt, K-(VGa coj::, K-06-K cock, F-? fry, 
V-ow "ow, iTh-T thigh, Tl.e-T thy, iSh-6 show. 
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Line 8. a-Zha-u-eR azure, La-6-D load, F-66-L fool, ah-eR-M arm, Ra-6-D road, 
M-e-K meek, P-6-eMp pomp, N-e- knee, Pa-iNg pang, a-Wa-a-K awake, 6-Ya-€-eR 
oyer, Ha-aw-T-t haughty, i-EKe-Jl idea, 6-Ha-i-6 Ohio. 

15. «• The dash vowels may be struck in the most convenient direction. 

b. Slnnding alone, La is always made up, and iSh is always made down ; if more 
convenient, when joined to other strokes, L may be made down and iSh may be 
made up. iSh made up should be called Shay. 

c. Ra is always made up, and, when; standing alone, is distinguished from Cha 
by being more sloping. Cha is always made down. All the other consonants are 
always made in the direction showh by the arrow, whether joined or standing alone. 

d. Note. The first-place vowels, when placed beside the up-stroke letters La, 
Ra, and Ha, will come at the boitotn^ and the third-place vowels will come at the top» 

\ 6. The student should practice writing the consonant stems at least one hour 
a day, taking great pains in making them. They should be careful to get the proper 
lengthy the proper slopc^ and the proper shading. 

After he can write the entire list of consonant stems neatly and accurately, he 
should practice writing them for speed, and continue this until he can write the whole 
list of consonant stems at least four times in one minute. He should then practice 
on joming the stems. Begin with P, and join every other stem in turn to it. Thus : 
P-B, P-T, P-D, etc., taking pains to make the outlines neatly. Let the first stem rest 
on the line, and the second go where it will. Then begin with B, and join all in turn 
to B, etc. In this way join all the stems in turn to each one. Carefully observe the 
angles where they would properly come. A light straight stem joined to a shaded 
one should taper gradually, so as not to make a blunt joining. The heavy curved 
stems should also taper to a thin line at both ends, being thickest in the middle. In 
this practice of joining the stems, be sure to natne each stem as you write it. It is 
important to train the ear, the eye, and the hand so that they work together. Now 
take a newspaper and write the shorthand stem for each consonant sound in five or 
ten lines, joining together the stems of each word. Omit, for the present, all the 
vowels. This practice is to teach you how to analyze words into their consonant 
sounds. For our next lesson we will give the analysis of the first five verses of the 
first chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. Write it out and correct by the 
key of the next lesson. 

Each of the reading exercises should be studied by the student until it can be 
read easily and with certainty, after which the writing exercises should be carefully 
written in shorthand and compared with the outlines in the reading exercises. They 
should be then written from dictation several times, and the notes so written should 
be read over ?.nd carefully corrected. 



Reading Exercise I. 







(To be continued.) 
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PHILADELPHIA, MARCH, 1899. 

Our California Correspondent, *'3Kargarita/* 



Number 3. 




io T WAS at noon and 
during one of the 
gentle showers, half- 
mist, half-rain, that 
fall reluctantly in 
our California Janu- 
ary upon the thirsty 
earth, when these 
two girls met on the steps of the Court House. 
One of the two was "tailor-made." in dark 
green, with polished linen at the throat and 
wrists, and a green satin cravat. The other 
was very feminine indeed in a variety of colors 
with ribbons fluttering at her neck, and a 
wonderful hat on her curly-hair — a hat all 
bows, and projecting ends and waving 
feathers. 

*' I hate a business life more and more 
every day," said the second to the first ; " if 
I go out in that horrid drizzle, I won't have a 
curl nor a feather left ; I shall get this long 
skirt damp around my ankles, and look a 
fright when I get back to the office. The}' 
ought to have more consideration for me than 
to send me out on such a day as this. ' ' 

Said the first smiling : * ' They have con- 
sideration for you but not for those plumes nor 
that demi-train. Leave those things off and 
put on something that will not get damp and 
limp and draggled and you will be happy." 
'* I think," pursued the second aggrieved, 
"that I have a right to wear something 
pretty." " But it does not look pretty in a 
January showier," said the first. And the 
other watched her go down the steps, with an 



umbrella poised airily in her firm, white 
hand, her sensible skirts clearing the ground, 
every loop in her small hat in place, and her 
smooth braids defying the moisture. 

** She is so dreadfully mannish ! " said the 
second watching her. But she has been a 
little jealous of her friend, lately, she has 
seemed to get along so well. 

In California, we have as much courtesy in 
business life as anywhere in the globe, and 
as much is done here for the comfort and 
welfare of the young woman who writes our 
letters, and records the words of important 
witnesses, or who keeps our accounts, as could 
be done anywhere. But, too, we are free and 
-easy going, and when she enters the office, 
the stenographer is not simply a ' 'young lad)'*' 
but first and foremost, the stenographer. She 
must not feel hurt and slighted if she have 
to open the door, and raise the window and 
sharpen a pencil, and stop for her dropped 
handkerchief, and struggle with her jacket, 
for herself ; and she finds that masculine eyes 
look a little curiously and cynically at any- 
thing over-conspicuous that she may see fit 
to put on, and a little amusedly at her linger- 
ing before the glass, with much patting of 
hairpins, and a little impatiently if she stay 
to fasten her gloves to the last button ere she 
will execute a hurried commission to ** catch 
that fellow's statement before he can leave 
town." She finds the plain white collar and 
cuffs more favorably regarded — as more suit- 
able to the office — than a lovely mass of rib- 
l)ons, or a sweet lace fichu ; and she finds, 
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also, that the moment she enters cheerfully 
into the position, and is willing to forego the 
attentions and attire of a drawing-room and 
wait on herself, like a man— or a woman of 
sense — no one in the office forgets she is a 
woman, and that every one of them takes 
pleasure in giving her the help they under- 
stand she is too wise and tactful to demand. 
She finds, further, among us here, that, 
after working hours are past, she is relegated 
to a ** woman's sphere '* again, and she may 
now adopt those graces she has been content 
to put aside during the busy day, and will 
certainly receive those courtesies that have 
been kept back from her by press of time and 
circumstances. She steps into the elevator 
at the day's end, to see hats removed that 
were worn carelessly in her presence when 
the sun was yet high, and she was one of 
the working company around her ; she steps 
out of it, to be once more deferred to ; she 
enters the street with her habitual quick step 
discarded for a leisurely one; she goes on her 
way to dinner, not with the ever present 
notebook, but with a bunch of violets in her 
hand. All these things are becoming to her 
now, as her reward for having, all the day 
long, taught herself to be becoming to the 
exigencies of her position. 

Uke Sifth'a 9ift. 

" O wad some poor the griftie gie us 
Tae see ouraels as ithers see us. " 

Drue ken Robbie Burns. 



AMERICAN QUEEN'S ENGLISH. 

Mac Examines a Hispano-Angi,o-Saxon 
Stenographer. 



No. 17 Cedar St., New York. 
U. S. Amp:rica. 

3RD March, 1844. 

My Dear Anderson : 

You complain about the English in the 
newssheets, magazines, and even books I send 
you, and cannot find a tenable theory to ac- 
count for the deterioration in Yankee speech. 
You are indignant when you read in a rich 
newspaper that, "John K. Smith suicided at 
his home in Pearl Street yesterday," and you 
say your thoughts unconsciously revert to a 
tallow candle on learning that *' The National 
Theatre burned down." 



Theories are not of much use in this case. 
The cause is simply a matter of circum- 
stances. The country has changed the lan- 
guage. In our country we are accustomed to 
see everything regularly laid out, fenced, 
walled, or hedged. Our journeys are per- 
formed on the finest roads in existence. We 
move about so to speak by rule, and our 
daily life conduces to regular and orderly 
speech. We are not led away into cross- 
country grammar and composition. In 
America for some 150 years they lived in a 
wilderness. Wlien vou started out on a 
journey you had to make your own road — ^in 
general a smash dash rush and scramble 
through woods, bogs, mosses, burns, and all 
the common features of a wilderness. This 
short-cut, smash-on style became part of the 
Yankee nature, and in those days, and even 
to day, not being Goliaths in grammar they 
just smashed on with whatever words or 
adaptations come handiest, and of course 
their English is all in the pioneer or cross- 
country style. You can make a note that 
this is the secret of Yankee Queen's English^ 
so '* Throw Philology to the dogs " and rest 
in peace. 

« « * * * 

My uncles wanted a shorthand writer for 
their English and Spanish correspondence, 
and asked me to examine the candidates. In 
came a youth glorying in the title of Augustus 
L. Roussen. He was dressed like a draper's 
wax figure (this is a great country for 
clothes), his manner was brisk, airy, import- 
ant, and his general appearance reminded me 
quickly of Darwin's Origin of Species. I was 
strongly tempted to have some fun w4th the 
young Augustus but uncle James was sitting 
by as final judge of the proceedings and he 
would have made a Bannockburn of me. 

The candidate strutted up to my desk with 
two large rolls of paper in his hands. ' * What 
are these? " I asked. " Oh, my college cer- 
tificates," he answered, and proceeded in the 
style of a French professor of calisthenics to 
unroll one of the documents. I never saw 
anything like it before. A blaze of gorgeous 
blue, red and golden glorj' with innumerable 
ornamentations testified in high-fiown, though 
not Shakesperian language, that Augustus L. 
Roussen was certified as a competent short- 
hand writer of 200 words a minute by the 
Electroville Business College. The nimbus 
of Augustus or his certificate struck me 
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speechless and I only retained sufficient ani- 
mation to hand the scroll to my uncle. 
'• Splendid ! Splendid ! That's a first-class 
certificate, Lichtnin. ' ' I admitted that it was, 
and Augustus stuck out his chest one inch 
farther. 1 didn't know w^hat to do or say 
next, but Augustus seemed to think he did, 
and proudly unfolded the second scroll. This 
was from the Rusheni Commercial Seminary 
and Academy of Foreign Languages and 
stated in paint and English equal to the other 
that the owner could read, write and speak 
the Spanish language correctly. I began to 
feel very uncomfortable, not to say bashful, 
at the idea of pretending to examine a yotith 
of such gorgeous attainments, and hardly 
knowing what I was saying I stuttered ooit 
somehow, "What did you get these for?" 
*' Five dollars each !" smartly replied Augus- 
tus with the air of a man who has spare 
money to spend. I started and stared in 
blank surprise. Five dollars each ! I thought. 
This was news. And then the whole ludicrous 
humbug of the scene rushed upon me, along 
with memories of L. L. D.'s from Scotch 
towns who had been known to go to America 
as plain James Thomson, or Sandy Johnstone, 
and return with tails to their names bought 
at some ** University " or other ynth good 
sound money of the realm. Richard was 
himself again before you could wink. My 
bold fellow, I resolved, I'll take the starch 
out of your linen. • ' Very well, Mr. Roussen, 
I would like if you would take a little dicta- 
tion. These are splendid certificates, but as 
a mere formality you will perhaps be good 
enough to write for us. We shall begin with 
English at the rate mentioned in your cer- 
tificate, 200 words." Augustus flourished a 
pencil in a know-it-all style and I proceeded 
to read him a letter at ninety words a minute. 
When we had ended, " Now transcribe it," I 
said. Mr. Roussen looked a trifle surprised 
as if shorthand was only for writing and not 
reading, but proceeded. I can't describe his 
contortions, nor can I give you the whole 
letter but here is part of it with his tran- 
script : 

Thk Letter. Au(;ustus's Tran- 

script. 
* * * 50 Bags of 

Porto Rico coffee of * * * ^q pj^s of 

the best mark to be Pork Reeky contred 

re-marked L in a in the beast. Mark 

diamond with the the tub annual with 

destination LIVER- the dusty nation. 

POOL printed under- Liverpool printed 



neath * * '* "^ 



another neat * * * 



Augustus handed me the transcript with 
the air of a deliverance from an Old Infalli- 
bility. I must confess I w-as more dumb- 
founded than ever. My uncle fidgeted un- 
easily as I read and knowing what the con- 
sequences would be if he saw the letter I 
hurriedly called on the man of many cer- 
tificates to take a little Spanish. Augustus 
assumed an air of haughty ability, and I 
leaning heavily on the fifty Pigs of Pork 
Reeky to prevent uncle asking for it, pro- 
ceeded to read : 
Madrid Sp.\ni.sh. Which the candidate 
Excmo. Senor, no took down in short- 
conozeo mucho d cate hand and transcribed 

hombre, ni tampoco into longhand as this. 

lo deseo. Sin em- 

bargo, esto es lo que Excmo. Senor, no 

s€, por una conver- comothmoocho ayest 

sacion que ture con ^1 omerey. Neetam 

enestaciudad, quees pocalo. Dosoh. Seen 

• muy pemicioso. fm embarky is toes 

(The printer will be loco I say. Corunnah 

severely reprimanded conrrith sath on kate 

for any mistakes in toovey O'Connell is 

the above. They tathoo!! hath. Que 

must not be blamed es mooee pernith. 

on Mac. — D. A.) Osso. 

On reading this extraordinary production 
I fairly lost control of myself and turning to 
the windows I burst into a roar of laughter. 
Uncle was astounded. * * Dear me, Lichtnin, ' ' 
he said, *' what on earth is the matter sir, this 
is extraordinary conduct sir in the presence 
of strangers. What do you mean, sir?" I 
explained that Jim Brown's dog had just 
stolen a pluck from a German butcher in front 
of the window and in running off with it had 
knocked down an old lady, a fat priest, and 
a nurse girl. ' * Well , never mind Jim Brown's 
dog," said uncle, " attend to your business." 
But I couldn't do it. Business after what I 
had just read ! He might as well have called 
me to business after a double dose of laughing 
gas. I resolved to put Augustus to the su- 
preme test, but I did not think that even he 
could have made a show at it. I was mistaken. 
" With brass, sir, for silver and gold liave I 
none," was what a young Yankee said when 
somebody asked him what he was to buy a 
certain property with. Augustus seemed 
cock sure that if the silver and gold of his 
certificates failed to pull him through he 
could fall back on the baser metal, native 
brass. This is how he succeeded : 
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The Spanish 
Translated. 



How Augustus 
Translated. 



My Lord, I have Most excellent sir, 

no great acquaint- no commotion in the 

ance with this man, eye of Homer. Doss 

nor do I desire it. oh no ! He was seen 

However, this I embarking locally I 

know, from some say on his toes. He 

conversation I had conversed, saith Kate 

with him in this Toovey with O'Con- 

town, that he is a nel at Corunah, hath 

very pestilent fellow. that is, very bony. 

Did I laugh when he handed me this ? By 
Kate Toovey I did not ! simply because I 
could not. But I nearly ruptured several 
blood vessels in the region of the brain. I sat 
helplessly staring at the sheet of paper in my 
han(}. At that moment the office boy called 
out uncle to see somebodv. I seized the 
chance. ** Young man," I said solemnly, 
turning to the candidate, ' ' clear out of this 
like an express train. When that old man 
comes back I'll have to show him those 
monkeyanderings of yours, and if there's on« 
thing more than another the average Scotch- 
man loathes it's a brazen-faced impudent 
imposter. I want to give you a chance. 
Clear out without a word of thanks. ' ' Augus- 
tus saw I was in earnest and the way he 
crushed up his certificate and rushed and 
banged into the street did my heart good to 
see. Two seconds later uncle entered. 
' * Hullo, where 's the gentleman ? " " Gone. ' ' 
• ' Gone ! " • ' Where ? Why ? " For answer I 
handed the old gentleman the various docu- 
ments and bunked. I did not see why I 
should encounter the storm raised by a young 
fool. Yours truly, 

LiCHTNIN MACBUSTRM. 

* * ^ 

Shorthand and Spanish, 

From the *^yeic York Tribune.'^ 

IN anticipation of the greatly increased 
trade which this country will have with 
Cuba and Porto Rico, there has sprung up 
since the war an interest in Spanish short- 
hand, which has hitherto cut only a small 
figure in commercial correspondence. Many 
stenographers, thinking that they saw an 
opportunity to add to their earning capacity, 
have been making inquiries regarding sys- 
tems of Spanish phonography, and some of 
them are already studying hard at the sub- 
ject. It is true that there is a growing demand 
now for stenographers who are thoroughly 



competent to take shorthand notes in Spanish. 
The Consul in this city of one of the South 
American countries said the other day that ' 
he had l^en asked by several prominent firms 
here which do a large business with the West 
Indian Islands, whether he could recommend 
to them any persons who could take dictation 
in Spanish. He knew of a few such, he said, 
and at present they all held good positions. 

It is no small undertaking to attempt to 
learn Spanish shorthand, for the reason that 
it demands first an excellent working know- 
ledge of the Spanish language. This must 
be so thorough that it will admit of few mis- 
takes, and to acquire a language in that 
manner requiries some months at least, the 
smattering commonly obtained from the 
** Spanish-in-a-dozen-lessons " style of text- 
book being far from sufficient. After the 
language itself has been mastered, the stenog- 
raphy may be taken up in either of two 
ways, both of which are being used in this 
city, and both of which have their advocates. 
That is, one may study a regular Spanish 
system of shorthand, written by a Spaniard 
for the Spaniards, or he may take up one of 
the well known English systems, which 
published an adaptation of its .signs to the 
Spanish language. Occasionally, a stenog- 
rapher dispenses with the learning of this 
latter method and proceeds to do his own 
adapting of the ordinary signs to Spanish 
words. 

A young woman who now holds an excel- 
lent position in this city as stenographer in 
both English and Spanish says that she has 
found the regular Spanish shorthand the only 
satisfactory method for the language. ** After 
I had learned Spanish," she says, **I took up 
that English 'adapted' system of stenography. 
I gave it a fair trial, but I did not like it at 
all. It is impossible to adapt the English 
signs exactly to the many wholly foreign 
sounds in Spanish, and I found it very in- 
complete and open to confusion. In the 
terminations of the words, upon which so 
much depends in Spanish, it was particularly 
weak. So I hunted about for something 
different and discovered a system of Spanish 
phonography by Florez Guillermo Pando. 
I learned that, and have been using it ever 



since. 



)i 



♦ ♦ ^ 



Get a friend to subscribe for The Stenog- 
rapher and thereby do him a great service. 

Editor. 



•hould be addnued Lc 



J^aw S*hra»eology. 




fAPERS — INSTRUMENTS 
-DOCUMENTS.— These 
words, although not sy- 
nonymous, are closely re- 
lated in meaning. Judges 
and la^'yers use the first 
term very frequently, the 
second occasionally, the last seldom. As 
generally applied by lawyers, the first is 
broad enough to embrace the others. The 
word " papers," liowever, is usually limited 
to such papers— pleadings, process, notices, 
affidavits, etc. — as come intoexistence during 
and are used in, an action or proceeding. So 
that the phrase "the papers in the case" 
often occurs. Should a client ask his attorney 
whether he (the client) had left a certain 
deed, or other paper with him, the attorney 
might say, " Well" I'll look at the papers in 
the case and see." The term instrument is 
seldom, if ever, used to describe any of the 
series of papers which grow out of law suits. 
Its principal utility is in characterizing such 
things as deeds, bonds, mortgages, assign- 
ments, releases, etc.— contracts, indentures 
etc. It is a more dignified word tlian either 
of the others. Judging from the use by 
laymen of the word "document," they appear 
to regard it as a good legal term ; and yet it 
is unusual to hear it spoken by judges or law- 
yers. One of its derivatives, however, is very 
popular. I refer, of course, to "document- 
ary," constantly used in the combination 
" docimientary testimony," " documentary 
proof," ■' documentary evidence." 

Swear To— Vkrifv.— To assert before an 
officer ( usually a judge, a notary public or a 



justice of the peace) duly authorized toad- 
minister oaths, that a certain statement is true. 

Numerous papers used in judicial proceed- 
ings — pleadings, petitions, affidavits, etc. — 
and many not used in such proceedings, to 
be valid and useful, are required to be sworn 
to, or verified. Should an attorney request 
you to ■' swear to " or " verify " one of such 
papers, you would be expected to sign a 
statement similar to the following, which 
would be appended to the paper to be sworn 
to or verified, viz ; 
State of Nkw York, ( 
County of Fui.ton. j' 

John Doe, being duly sworn, deposes and 
says, that he is the plaintiff (or defendant, 
or petitioner) in the above entitled action 
(or proceeding) and has read (or heard read ) 
the foregoing complaint (or answer, or peti- 
tion) and knows the contents thereof, and 
that the same is true to his own knowledge, 
except as to the matters therein staled to be 
alleged on information and belief and that as 
to those matters lie believes it to be true. 
Subscribed and sworn to this > 

8th day of Feliruarj', 1899. ' 
Richard Roe, 

Notary Public, 

Fulton Co., N. Y. 

Thh foregoing is known a.i an "affidavit 
of verification" — abbreviated to "averifica- 
tion." The notary public or justice of the 
peace would administer the oath to John Doe 
thus: "Vou do swear that the affidavit suh- 
.scribed by you is true." and if John Doe, 
(known as "thenffiant"| reply in the affirm- 
ative the officer signs his (the officer's) 
name and official title as the same appear 
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Pkrsonai. — Pkrsonally. — Stenographers 
make mistakes in transcribing these words, 
principally because they do not imderstand 
the legal sense in which they are used. I 
recently dictated the words * * personal ser- 
vice " and my stenographer rendered them 
''personally served.'* In order to lay the 
foundation for the protection and enforcement 
of legal rights, the law often requiries certain 
acts and things to be done in person, and to, 
or toward, the person as against whom such 
rights are to be thereafter enforced. In 
phraseology respecting such acts the words 
" personal ** and "personally '* may become 
of the highest importance, and their omission 
might prove fatal. One illustration will 
suffice. It is a fundamental rule of law — and 
which may be said to be universal, obtaining 
in almost all jurisdictions— that one cannot 
be deprived of his property rights without 
notice to him of the proceedings commenced 
therefor. The object of such notice is to 
enable .the owner of those rights to appear 
and defend his ownership, and to show cause, 
in the forum wherein the proceedings are 
pending, why such rights should not be taken 
from him. It is generally provided that such 
notice is to be given, by handing to, and 
leaving the same personally, with the one to 
be notified. That is known as personal ser- 
vice. But, where the person to be served 
(notified) is beyond the territorial juris- 
diction of the tribunal in which the pro- 
ceedings are to be, or have been, instituted 
(that is, "without the State," as the law- 
yers have it), then the law provides that 
the notice may be given in some way 
other than personally — for instance, by pub- 
lication thereof, during a continuous pre- 
scribed period in one or more designated 
newspapers published within a specified 
district, and also by depositing, in the post- 
office, at a place named, a copy of such notice, 
in a securely sealed, postpaid wrapper, ad- 
dressed to the person to be served ( notified ) 
at his last known place of residence. Tliat 
( the publication and the depositing in the 
post-office ) is called * * substituted service ' ' — 
that is, it is a substitute for personal service. 
Now, the steps to be taken before finally 
obtaining the object sought after by such 
proceedings, differ according to the kind of 
notice with which the same were l>egun; that 
is to say, if the service (notice) was substi- 
tuted, certain steps are to be taken which 



would not be necessary ha<i the service 
(notice) been personal. 

So that, it should now be very clear that 
the legal effect of the following statement, 
viz: "And deponent further shows that the 
summons herein was personally served upon 
the defendant herein " would be materially 
changed if the word " jjersonally " were 
omitted. 

Sieeeived* 

FROM C. R. Lippmann, Odd Fellows 
Temple, Philadelphia, Pa., "Graphic 
Shorthand (Gabelsberger) In a Nutshell,'* 
price 5 cents. A pamphlet of 28 pages, con- 
taining an exposition of principles of Gabels- 
berger's shorthand, comparison as to legibility 
and brevity with Pitmanic shorthand and 
other matters of interest to those who wish 
to examine the merits of this svstem. I was 
surprised to learn that this shorthand was 
used for parliamentary reporting as early as 
1819 ; that it has been adapted to, and is used 
in, 20 languages; is extensively taught in gov- 
ernment schools 4of many countries and is 
officially used in over 40 parliamentary 
bodies. It is a connective-vowel, any-slope, 
non-line-position chirography. 

" A Biographical Sketch of Thomas Town- 
drow (Shorthand Author)," by W. Philip 
Steinhaeuser, of Allentown, Pa. The biogra- 
pher has well performed a labor of love to 
the memory of a good man, and an accom- 
plished stenographer, who died at his home, 
in New Rochelle, N. Y., in May, 1898, at the 
ripe age of 88. An excellent cut of the 
deceased author adorns the pamphlet. 



Slotes, 

I NOTICE the following recent appoint- 
* menta : 

Harvey Huested, for years a first-class 
law reporter at White Plains, N. Y., to do 
special term work at a liberal salar}^ 

Newton Walke, of Bloomsburg, Pa., 
court stenographer for the counties of Col- 
umbia and Montour, succeeding stenogra- 
pher J. D. Howry. 

Mii^TON M. Canfield, of Newark, N. J., 
to be private secretary to the Mayor of that 
city at a yearly salary of $1500. Mr. C. will 
now select a stenographer for himself. 
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Mr. Edward Warmer, of Voorheesville, 
N. Y., to be stenographer and typewriter in 
the oflfice of the Delaware & Hudson R. R. 
Co. at Albany, N. Y. 

Mr. Ci^ayton D. Ogsbury to a position 
withH. S. Barney & Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 

Joseph H. Brewer, of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., to be official court reporter for the 
Twentieth (Mich. ) Judicial districts. 

W. D. B1DDI.ECOME, of Deerfield, N. Y., 
to be stenographer of the Oneida County 
Court. 

W. W. Johnson, of Butte, Mont., to be 
stenographer for the coroner and justice of 
the peace courts at a monthly salary of f 120. 

John Nugent, official stenographer of the 
Hudson County Courts, located at Jersey 
City, who has done duty for thirty years, 
has recently given his experience during 
that time in a long newspaper interview. 
He is still hale and hearty. 

Miss Augusta M. Hall, of Lafayette Ave., 
Brooklyn, recently recovered judgment 
against a former employer for unpaid salary 
of |50, and $22 court costs. The employer 
claimed that she had performed work for 
others without his consent during the time 
' for which he hired her. 

Stenographer Harvey Sherman, of 
Detroit, Mich., received the endorsement of 
Govenor Pingree for appointment as official 
court reporter in one of the Michigan 
districts. 

Court stenographer Leonan W. Cogswell, 
of New Haven, Conn., has been attending 
court at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. , as a witness in a 
suit for alienation of affections, he having 
some time ago stenographically reported a 
divorce case in which similar testimony was 
elicited. 

The annual meeting of the Michigan State 
Law Stenographers' Association was recently 
held at Saginaw, that State, at which the fol- 
lowing officers were elected : President, 
James P. Langley, Statistician, W. Macom- 
ber, both of Saginaw ; Secretary-treasurer, 
Rudolph Loomis, Lansing. Mattersof interest 
to the Association were discussed. The 
place of the next meeting is to be fixed by 
the Executive committee. 

It is said that in 1870 there were only seven 
^ women stenographers and typewriters, while 
now there are 52,000 ! 



Miss Halgren, who is said to be a capa- 
ble stenographer and typewriter, holds the 
position of clerk to one of the Senate Com- 
mittees at Utah. 

There are five stenographers employed in 
the Department of Public Instruction of the 
State of New York. The newspapers contend 
that two are sufficient. What do these stenog- 
raphers of that department say about that ? 

A HUMOROUS resolution introduced in the 
Utah Senate the other day, to the effect that 
the gallery doorkeeper should also be a 
qualified stenographer, brought out the 
statement that it was time to stop electing 
committee clerks who are not stenographers. 
Representative Shepard declared that he 
favored "firing" all but competent stenog- 
raphers. 

Gov. RdosEVEi^T has appointed Private 
McCann, a Rough Rider, to a position as 
stenographer in the Executive office. The 
Governor's activity has made it necessary 
to increase the force of stenographers from 
three to five, and he sometimes dictates to 
three at one time. Gov. Black employed 
women typewriters, but Col. Roosevelt, 
though a believer in woman suffrage, insists 
on having men only in his office. 

— A', y. Times. 

(The stenographer who gave me the last 
foregoing item asks : Does Gov. Roosevelt 
dictate the same matter to the three stenog- 
raphers simultaneously, or are they such 
slow hen-trackers that his Excellency keeps 
them busy by alternately dictating successive 
sections of the matter to them ?) 

One of my western friends writes me as fol- 
lows : * ' Heard a bit of unconscious humor the 
other day . A barber was telli ng me about his 
little boy, who was taking up some new 
fangled system of shorthand. I told the papa 
a few things about it, and he became enthus- 
iastic and said the boy was a wonder. I 
thought that was very nice, and asked if he 
could read what had been dictated to him. 
' Oh, yes ! ' replied the dad, eagerly, ' and 
some things we don't dictate to him.' He 
said it, innocent of the humor in the thing, 
and I replied that it was a common trait to 
find it thus." 

Lawyer Jones could not understand why 
the typewriter letter laid before him by his 
*/ five-dollar "-a-week stenographer. Brain- 
less Tympanum, should be addressed toRot- 
gers. Ruso & Calley, when he had dictated 
a communication to Rodgers, Ruso & Kelley. 
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The (N. Y.) Times quotes Geii. Eagan : 

*'He lied^ith as black a heart as the * ^*an ' 
who blew up the Maine." A Times corres- 
pondent suggests that, Gen. Eagan being an 
Irishman, his stenographer may have re- 
ported him correctly, but adds that ** wan " 
is more likely a compositor's error, over- 
looked by the proofreader and that " it is so 
pleasant to see it that almost any ' wan ' or 
any ' man ' would forgive a proofreader for 
leaving it untouched." This question ought 

to be settled by stenographer Miss Millard, of 

Washington, to whom the statement is said to 

have been dictated. The same correspondent, 

alludes further to typographical errors : "If 
Franklin were at the case and Wilson or Welch 
were reading proof they would find their toil 
doubled by * copy ' enriched with the blun- 
ders of a stenographer and a typewriting 
clerk. Further, no copy is so hard to ' hold,' 
none so difficult to set from as typewritten 
matter. » » * » ♦ 

" The business man labors under similar 
disability, and his sighs for the good old days 
when he or his bookkeeper wrote his letters 
are by no means few or inaudible, but both 
printer and business man would be in better 
case if the stenogntphers and typewriters 
had been properly taught to read. They do 
not know the powers of English letters. *** 

"The men and women who work on type- 
writing machines are not to blame for not 
having been properly taught. The child who 
in a few years will have to learn to write 
' nif ' as a stenographer, needs to have 
* knife ' very deeply impressed upon his 
mind, or he will be useless as an operator of 
a typewTiting machine or of a typesetting 
machine." 

Twenty-three stenographers at Glovers- 
ville, N. Y., recently organized for mutual 
protection and social purposes, electing the 
following officers : President, F. E. Gould ; 
first vice-president, F. E. Hotaling ; second 
vice-president. Miss Elizabeth Putnian ; sec- 
retary, Mrs. M. Ellis ; assistant secretary, 
Miss Laura Case ; treasurer, Miss Jennie 
Chevalier ; assistant treasurer , Theodore 
Haviland. A committee of five consisting of 
Miss Elizabeth Fosraire, Clarence Nulty, 
Berte C. Stewart, Miss Grace Burnap and H. 
C. McLean was appointed to draft the con- 
stitution and by-laws. 

A Birx, introduced in the Senate of New- 
York provides that when a court has an offi- 
cial stenographer, no judge shall instruct the 
jury or answer questions by them, except in 
presence of the stenographer, who shall re- 
cord the same, and that official stenographers 
may be called upon to report arguments and 
note exceptions taken. This seems like 
** carrying coals to Newcastle" as competent 



law stenographers have been doing these 
things right along. 

I AM indebted to a Western stenographer 

for the following items : 

'"'Shorthand Student : ** Say, Johnny, read 
this for me, will you ? 
Johnny : ( inquiringly ) * * Can ' t y ou read ? ' * 

Miss Bessie Hays is stenographer to Cor> 
oner Simon of Cleveland, O. Miss Hays has 
been doing occasional court house reporting, 
but this was not to her liking. She learned 
that the coroner needed, but had no stenog- 
rapher; so, like an up-to-date girl, she brought 
to bear the necessary influence to secure her 
appointment, and now she is the coroner s 
regular stenographer at a good salary. 

The stenographer calls the typewriter his 
"right hand." The telegrapher may, ac- 
cotding to the same log^c, call the machine 
his " both hands." The typewriter is almost 
entirely used in the transcribing of all kinds 
of telegraphic despatches nowadays; the 
newspaper telegrapher who works the heavy 
press wires finds it a Godsend ; so does the 
typesetter and telegraph news editor who 
handles the copy. In short the typewriter is 
a boon to the telegrapher that he can never 
afford to give up. 

We have all heard of the many methods 
that professional reporters have, at one 
time or another, used in taking notes when 
caught without a notebook — the white cuffs, 
the shirt bosoms, etc. ; but I had a little 
experience a Sunday or two ago that is new 
to me. I had gone to church and had nothiiig 
in the shape oi paper and the use of my cuf^ 
would have been too conspicuous; so, re- 
membering that I had a nicely ironed hand- 
kerchief in my coat-pocket, I quietly reached 
for it, took a prayerbook for a support, num- 
bered the top fold 1 , and each other fold in 
order, and took down nicely about 300 words 
of a rather interesting statement concerning 
a New York regiment which was in church 
during the service. It was a trifle awkward, 
I'll admit, and as a "steady diet" would 
not do ; but the notes were quite legible and 
an accurate transcript made. The handker- 
chief has not yet gone to the laundry and it's 
a question whether it ever goes again.** 

A STENOGRAPHER of Naugatuck, Conn., 
who, being too modest to give his name, 
signs himself " Reader of The Stenogra- 
pher," will accept my thanks for the follow- 
ing items : 

"Warren D. Abel, of Ballston Spa, N. Y., 
and Earle M. Waters, of Lyon Falls, N. Y., 
both graduates of the Albany Business Col- 
lege, have accepted positions as stenogra- 
phers with the Goody ear's Rubber Shoe Co., 
of Naugatuck, Conn. 

A. K. Talcott, of Albany, has secured the 
position of stenographer and typewriter 
with the Vermont Marble Co., Proctor, Vt." 

( Continued on folio 65.) 
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HERE is no field that offers 
the stenographer so many 
opportunities to make a 
name for herself as journal- 
' ism. By reason of her ahort- 
hanil skill she is better 
equipped than tlie average 
voung woman jouniahst or reporter ; and if 
she add to this knowledge onlinary conmion 
sense, a fair education, a literary benl and 
what the craft calls "a nose for news." she 
can " read her title clear ! " By journalism 
we mean the making of daily newspapers, 
and there are two points about this work 
which appeal strongly to the woman aspir- 
ant, — first, the likelihood of steady employ- 
ment, once a footing is secured, and. second, 
in the greatest degree, equality with man in 
compensation, etc. 

At this juncture, we may touch upon the 
recent inquiry of one of our masculine 
readers. "Would the reporting of night 
scenes in the slums be proper for young 
women reporters?" We answer NO, and 
our reply will apply to the young men re- 
porters also : such work is profilable to no 
one ; in fact, " yellow journal " reporting is 
not legitimate journalism, and may well be 
left out of one's education. Those best able 
to judge aver that the race of such " literd- 
ture is almost run— the pace was too rapid 
and the nature of it too unhealthy to last ! 

In the January issue of /-rank Uslu-'s 
l\>pHlar Monthly appears an able article on 
■'Women in Journalism" by Mrs. Cynthia 
\V. Alden, Eililor of the Woman's Depart- 
ment of the New York 'friliuni: She names 



the requisite qualifications of a woman jour- 
nalist or reporter as follows ; — 

1 , Conscientiousness — entire subordina- 
tion to duty. 

2. Fidelity to truth — she must discern 
between right and wrong to a nicety, and 
treat l>oth sides of a controversy with fair- 

3- Abseiife of hypersetisitiveness — in the 
ofJice aud out ; in other words, she must not 
expect "kid-glove" treatment simply be- 

4. CotniHon seiisf in dress — she must be 
so clothed as to be prepared for all sorts of 
weather and occasions. 

5. Confidence in herself— W\aX. is to say, 
she must lielieve that a woman, conducting 
herself properly, is safe in city streets after 
uight fall. 

Mrs. Aldeu concludes Iter most helpful 
article with this opinion : " I believe that a 
good living and an honorable career await 
any young woman who meets the requisites 
outlined. I am satisfied that the training 
involved in the work is invaluable — more 
broadening in its influence on the mind than 
any other wage- earning industry that women 
take part in ; and I. for one, can say that I 
have never found the field overstocked with 
good raw material for reporters," 

.■\a Mrs. -Aldeu is a leader in her profession, 
her word.s should contain nmcli encnur.ige- 
ment fur those of our rea<lers who look for- 

Next mouth we ho[>e to discuss the op])or- 
tunilies that the average stenographer has 
for adding to her income. 



64 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



Siehind the Jlge. 

UNDER this caption, the Woman's Col- 
umn of Boston gives the following : — 
*'The Chicago & Northwestern Railroad 
has issued an order discharging all its female 
clerks on January ist. The excuse for this 
action, as g^ven by one of the Company's 
officials, is as follows : — 

** ' The Northwestern wishes to advance its 
employees from low positions to offices of 
trust. Can you imagine a woman as general 
superintendent or general manager of the 
affairs of this great railway system ? I think 
not. But just as long as we have women in 
the clerical positions, the source from which 
to draw valuable officials in future is nar- 
rowed to small limits. This is the sole reason, 
I think, for our action.' 

**The Boston Herald comments as fol- 
lows : * At several points in New England 
women are now employed as station agents, 
and their services are entirely acceptable. 
On the railroad Rialto in this city women 
clerks are unknown, but there are two or 
three instances where they are employed as 
stenographers and typewriters. The facts 
that they never 'smile,' are nimble of touch 
and discreet, are elements in their favor that 
are not properly recognized.' 

"The head of the British Empire for more 
than half a century has been a woman. The 
executive head of the Red Cross Society is a 
woman. The most influential stockholder of 
the great B. & O. R. R. system is a woman. 
The managers of the Chicago & Northwest- 
ern Railroad are behind the age. If the 
women of Illinois had been voters, these 
female clerks would not have been dis- 
charged ! ' ' 

It is not within our scope to take up the 
subject of woman suffrage, but the claim of 
the IVoman's Colttmn does seem reasonable. 

Spates f S^eraonai and Otherwise. 

IN response to an inquiry as to whether 
there would be a woman's department at 
tlie Paris Exposition, Commissioner Peck 
said that '* While the participation of women 
in all the groups was earnestly and cordially 
desired, he must state officially that there 
would not be a distinct woman's exhibit in 
Paris in 1900, designated and known as 
such." We believe that this is a step in the 



right direction, as the marked differentiation 
which has obtained in the past is hardly con- 
ducive to true progress. 

Thb two young women, already mentioned 
in these columns, who acted for the Peace 
Commission in Paris recently, in the capacity 
of stenographer and type^Titer, receive the 
highest salary paid by the Government to 
women, — the surp of |2,50o per annum. . 

" The woman operator in telegraph offices 
is now a permanent fixture, and in the West- 
ern Union Building in New York over 250 
are employed. Most of them have worked 
up from minor positions, studying telegraphy 
at home or in night schools, and utilizing their 
knowledge in the office as occasion permitted. 
Their salaries in New York range from |S.oo 
to 1 1 3.00 per week, and their hours of service 
are from 8 A. M. to 5.30 P. M., with extra 
pay for overtime. It is just as easy for a 
woman to secure work as a telegraph operator 
as a man, provided she displays the same 
grasp of her subject." — The New Voice. 

Says Bishop H. W^ Warren, in the Chau- 
tauquan : "It is doubtful if the business 
instinct and ability of woman are so greatly 
developed anywhere else as in France. Cer- 
tainly not elsewhere in Europe. They really 
keep the smaller hotels and shops, take pro- 
duce to market, and are often the better half 
of a partnership. Probably, the murderous 
wars that have so largely drafted the male 
population from home are somewhat respon- 
sible for this ; but the vivacity, quick wit 
and perception of the women rendered them 
apt pupils at first and able teachers after- 
ward." 

Thk County Commissioners of Cleveland, 
Ohio, have employed a lady stenographer. 
The lady who secured the appointment is 
Miss Allen, and she will do work for the 
Court-House Commission, County Auditor 
and the County Commissioners. 

Miss Maggie Riseley, of Kingston, N. Y., 
has been appointed by Chief Justice Parker 
of the Court of Appeals to take charge of his 
office in the Court-House. Miss Riseley is 
well liked and the appointment is, therefore, 
a popular one. 

Miss E. L. Holebrook of Augusta, Me., 
has a typewriting machine in the State Li- 
brary where she does work for those who 
require it. • She is also a stenographer. 
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Miss Jean Mason is stenographer of the 
Bank of he Roy, N. Y. We regret to learn 
from The Gazette, of her town, that she 
recently cut her left hand quite painfully ; 
we hope the disabled member is improving. 

Miss Eva E. Esten has accepted a position 
as stenographer and typewriter in the office 
of A. J. Bennett, real estate broker, at 
Woonsocket, R. I. 

Miss Lena Munger of Oswego, N. Y., is at 
Rose Hill, acting as stenographer for the 
Mills Seed Co. 

Miss Jennie B. Allerdice, of Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., who is a stenographer in the 
office of the General Electric Co. , in Schenec- 
tady, is recuperating from a serious illness ; 
we trust she will soon have entirely re- 
covered. 

Miss Marie Rougeot, of Rome, N. Y., has 
declined the appointment of stenographer to 
the grand jurj' under District Attorney Curtin ; 
and Ronald E. McDougall, who is now in the 
office of H. C. Wiggins, also stenographer for 
the Board of Pension Examiners, has been 
appointed in her place. 

Miss Louise M. Jenks, of San Jose, Cal., 
is an enthusiast in her profession of stenog- 
raphy, and has kindly consented to contribute 
notes on the Pacific Coast from time to time ; 
as she wields a facile pen, her promise is 
particularly gratifying. 

Ida E. Turner. 

^ ^ » 
Qourt 3teporter*s Salaries* 
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OMMENTING upon the small salaries 
V^ and scant recognition paid Official 
Court Reporters in some of the Western anfi 
Southern States, Chairman Kendrick C. 
Hill of the National Stenographers' Associa- 
tion wrote to an official at one of the West- 
em capitals, where a fight is on for better 
remuneration to court reporters in the fol- 
lowing strain : 

'* I greatly admire that element oi pluck 
in you, of which I see signs between the 
lines, the best definition of which is, so far 
as I have heard : ' Fighting with the scab- 
bard when the sword is broken.' When an 
individual, or a set of men, possess pi r4cJt of 
that sort they will win in any righteous 
cause. Yours is that kind of a cause and I 
wish you the success that you deserve. In 
some localities ( not in the East so much as 



elsewhere) a very low and improper estimate 
has been placed upon professional steno- 
graphic labor, and it seems to be viewed as 
a matter of • digging ' with one's hands, in 
much the same way and for same price as 
one might dig dirt for a living ; but, short- 
sighted, dull-natured and nanow-minded as 
these individuals are in said localities, they 
fail to note the essential qualities necessary 
to do professional shorthand * digging ' : 
Manual dexterity to a superlative degree (as 
with an expert pianist or what not)— an 
acute ear, which it took years of study and 
labor to educate — an education generally on 
a par with that possessed by other profes- 
sional men ; and then the important mission 
to perform of writing JUSTICE in the 
court-room from day to day, where lives, 
liberty and property of men pass upon 
paper from the point of his pencil. That 
Court Reporter's pencil generally has a well- 
rounded, smart man, of education, experi- 
ence and skill back of it : He is not a man 
of mediocre capacity, nor is the work of that 
nature, but they want him to take mediocre 
pay. HE IS A MAN OF ABILITY AND 
ENTITLED TO ABLE PAY." 

^ ^ ^ 

Continued from jCaio 2)epartment. 

Thomas E. Lawrence is stenographer 
and notary public in the office of Geo. S. 
Hull, 1086 Ellicott Square, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Mr. Hull is one of the leading commercial 
lawyers of Western New York. 

I SHOUi^D be pleased to receive from 
readers items of news from every field of 
stenographic work. Likewise accounts of 
improved methods in performing steno- 
graphic work, whether in reporting testi- 
mony, medical lectures or sermons, or in the 
doing stenographic amanuensis work in 
office or counting room. Readers who meet 
difficulties in work, or who desire to inquire 
respecting any feature of law reporting or 
law office work— in short who have any sub- 
ject within the domain of this department 
upon which they desire to be enlightened, 
or about which they wish to write, are wel- 
come to the use of a portion of my depart- 
ment in which to express themselves. Com- 
munications should be typewritten and upon 
one side only of the paper. 

H. W. Thornk. 
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that the vice-chat rmtn are doing good work, 
and it was a bappy Inspiratioii on the pari of 
the able chairman, Mr. Hill, to thus divide 
the country into sections and sub-divide 
the work. We are informed that alt the vice- 
chairmen have accepted excepting Mr. Kella, 
of Texas, and it is believed he will do so. 
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cegret to learn that the esteemed 
Treasurer and General Manager of the 
Hammond Typewriter Company. Mr. Fred. 
S. BaT«tow, died of pneumonia on the 26lh 
of last January. 
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Sdilorial. 

nR. KENDRICK C. HILL has been 
elected an Honorary uieuiber of the 
"" Chartered Stenographic Reporters' 
Association of Ontario, Caneda. 

Mr. Hill informs us that Geo. R. Bishop 
of New York, has accepted the position of 
vice-chairman of lUe Middle States Section iii 
thcnioveiiientfortheformationoflheNalional 
Stenographers' Association- Tl lis is certainly 
a valuable acquisition to the tanks, as Mr. 
Bishop stands among the first half do/.en of 
the IcadiiiK sliorlhaiul men of the country as 
well as one of the very first in mental calibre 
and brilliant attainments. We understand 



IN a personal letter from John B. Carey, 
OFRcial Stenographer of the Supreme 
Court, Brooklyn, N. V.. he says that hisson, 
formerly a student of shorthand with Mr. 
Benjamin S. Banks, of Philadelphia, has 
turned ont to be a competent and reliable 
young man arid a credit ti 



VERY many shorthand writers might 
strengthen themselves in their positions 
if they were able occasionally to give assist- 
ance in the book-keeping department, but 
whether you desire to master book-keeping 
or not, we stongly recommend that you write 
to the Editor ot The Book-keeper. Mr, E. H. 
Beach, Department 148, Detroit. Mich., tor 
a sample copy of one of the most interesting 
journals upon the subject. 



THE Nashville Amen 
marriage of Mr. Buford Duke, of Nash- 
ville, Tenn., to Miss Laura Anderson, of Ma- 
con, to take place sometime in April. Mr. 
Duke is one of the leading young business 
men of Nashville and Miss Anderson is the 
accomplished daughter of Judge Clifford An- 
derson, one of Georgia's most distinguished 
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OUR SHORTHAND LESSONS. 
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Writing Exercise I. 

P-B, P-T, P-D, P-Cha, P-J, P-K, P-G.i, PF. P-V, P-Ith. P-The, P-S, P-Z, P-Ish, 
P-Sha, P-Zhe, P-La, P-El, P-R, P-Ra, P-M, P-Emp, P-N. P-I :i- P-Wa, P-Ya, P-Ha, 
K-P, K-B, K-T, K-D, K-Clia, K-J, K-K, K-Ga, K-F, K-V, K-Ith, K-The, K-S, K-Z, 
K-Ish, K-Zhe, K-La, K-El, K-R, K-Ra, K-M, K-Emp, K-N. K-Ing, K-Wa. K-Ya, 
K-Ha. L.vP, La-T, La-Cha, La-K. EI-K, La-F, La-Ith, La-S, La-Ish, I^-Sha, La-La, 
La-El, La-R, El-R, La-M, El-M, La-N, El-N, La-Ing, El-Ing. La-Wa, La-Ya. La-Ha. 
Ra-P, R-P, Ra-T, Ra-Cha, Ra-K, R-K. Ra-F, Ra-Ith, Ra-S, Ra-Ish, Ra-La. Ra-El, 
Ra-Ra, R-Ra, R-R. R-M, R-Emps Ra-N, Ra-Ine:, Ra-Wa, RaHa. T-Ra, T-Ch-. 
Cha-Ra. Cha-P, P-Ra-T, i\-T-Ra-T, T-N-S, La-Z-N, T-Ra-T-Ra, K-B-J. F-M-lsh, 
La-M-N, P-K-D-La, V-K-B-La-Ra. 

« 

17. A Vowel Between Consonants. 

When a vowel occurs between two consonant strokes observe the following rule : 
All first-place and all long second-place vowels are written after the first stroke ; all 
ihird-place and all short second-place vowels are written be/ore the second stroke. 




Reading Exercise IL 

.V...V/:. V..y>: V. \^ rrT7>.l. *nrrrr '.. ..J.... . . f.yr. . ... */;. 

ft 

Writing Exercise II. 

Peal, pale, pal, bawl, bowl, bull, tall, tale, tool, dime, dame, doom, chick, check, 
jill, lake. Jack, keel, coal, guile, gale, gal, feel, fail, fool, vile, vail, foul, shale, shoal, 
limb, lame, write, rote, root, rich, wretch, meal, mail, mile, kneel, nail, holy, hallow, 
rear, rare, fear, fair, tire, tore, tar, ream, Rome, room, rum, ram, cheap, chap, jib, 
jab, keep, cap, nip, nap, knob, rib, rub, wrap, rope, write, rude, rot, rat, perch, porch, 
merge, march, dirge, charge, forge. 

In the following: exercise from St. John the student will notice a few word signs, 
which represent only a part of the word : the, zvith, and, alt, 2vere, of, to, etc. This 
•"'hiect *vill be more fully explained hereafter. 



( Continued on folio 78. 1 



W. C PARSAL, Ph. B, 

SecKtary of Aurora Madetn College. Aurora, III.. Editor. Matter for pubUcatlon 

A I A^ERV attracti\-e pamphlets have 
^ I^B been received from R. L. Dur- 
I W ham'sCollegeof Shorthand. San 
^^r Francisco. Mr. Durham reports 

a good attendance. 

A VSRV handsome catalo^e has been re- 
ceived from the Mountain State Business 
College, Pttrkershurg, West Virginia. Also 
a copy of their college paper, The Youth. 
Mr. Benn J. Ferguson is principal of the 
shorthand department. 

Hfald's College Jouiftal tor February con- 
tains an amount of good reading, and shows 
in a forcible manner what is being done at 
that popular school. 

Teachers who desire a good plan for cor- 
recting their pupil's notes are referred to Mr. 
Ferguson's article. Mr. Fei^uson sends us a 
sample illustrating this method which b the 
work of a beginner ; an experienced stenog- 
rapher might be proud of it. 

Adi> to your New Year's resolutions that 
you will occasionatlj- contribute something to 
the columns of this department. There is no 
teacher who could not give us some ideas. 
If you are too busy to do anything more, at 
least send ns a catalogue. 

Do not teachers sometimes explain too 
much to students and thereby confuse them, 
especially in the beginning ? Would it not be 
better to give them a little at a time, and let 
them learn tliat little thoroughly? Teachers 
are naturally anxious, when any subject is 
undtr consideration, to explain it in all its 
phases at once, and thereby the student's 
mental digestion is often injured by "over- 
feeding." This objection raay be urged 
against many shorthand text-books also. We 
must remember that the subject should be 
apprOHchetl from the student's standpoint. 



not from our own. We must add new 
knowledge to that already possessed by the 
student by gradually anil naturally proceed- 
ing from the known to the unknown. 

It seems to be generally admitted that a 
good typewriter operator is more difficult to 
find than a good shorthand writer. Now can 
not we teachera do something about this? 
Let us have .some ideas on this subject. I 
present one article this month, which is filled 
with good snggestions. I hope it will be fol- 
lowed by others. 

» » » 

Sit Shg xjramtrripu ^t Shall Br 

Judged. 

How true this is. Business men do not 
care what method the stenographer uses, as 
long as he is able to get out neat, accurate 
work rapidly. It is not so much the method 
used, as lack of method or attention, that 
places so many incompetent typewriter oper- 
ators on the market. Too many students are 
left to themselves the first month or two, or 
until they begin to take dictation and to 
transcribe their notes, before accuracy and 
neatness are required, and by that time, thej- 
have contracted a careless, slipshod manner 
of writing that is hard to eradicate. 

In the typewriting department of the M. S. 
B, C. every page of work done from the 
beginning, by the student, is inspected by 
the teacher and all imperfect pages are re- 
written. If the student is carefully looked 
after, from the time he enters school until he 
is ready for dictation, he will be able to copy 
printed matter accurately and neatly at a fair 
rate of speed, and it will be easy sailing fo,- 
him when he begins to transcribe his notes. 

The man that invented the eraser for the 
typewriter, should be banished to Manila for 
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his natural life and longer too. Yes« this is 
one of the greatest difficulties we have to 
contend with in the school-room, and the 
only medicine for it is to banish it altogether 
from the typewriting department. Allow no 
paper to pass that has any signs of an erasure. 
The best method to pursue when the student 
makes a mistake, is to have him take the 
paper out and begin anew. 

I nse Barnes' Complete Smith Premier 
Instructor and have the students save each 
page and make them into neat books — mak- 
ing a fancy back with an ornamental border ; 
this being about the extent of ornamental 
work done. When the student is ready for 
shorthand dictation, he makes a neat page 
each day in the following manner ; the car- 
riage is locked at fifty-three and the re- 
mainder of the line is used to write the short- 
hand notes on and these are carefully cor- 
rected. This plan makes it easy for the 
proof reader. 

Business men demand more accurate and 
rapid typewriter operators and the school 
that wishes to secure and retain the con- 
fidence and support of the public, must look 
after this part of the amanuensis course. The 
young man or woman who can write 100 
words per minute and make a neat, creditable 
transcript at the rate of twenty-five or thirty 
words per minute, is worth infinitely more to 
the business man than he or she who can write 
150 words per minute but is unable to get out 
a good typewritten page. 

I might go on to outline what I consider 
a model course in typewriting but so many 
have been outlined in the books and journals, 
I deem it unnecessary. 

Teachers, see to it that your students do 
good work on the machine for by their work 
ye shall be known. 

Bbnn J. Ferguson, 

Prin. Shorthand Dept., 
Mountain State Bus. Coll., 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Drop a postal to Bixler's Business College, 
Wooster, O., for a copy of their reporter. 

Arthur Newman, a graduate of the 
Albany Business College, has accepted a 
position as stenographer and type-writer 
with the law firm of E. Quackenbush & Son, 
ofBallstonSpa, N. Y. 



^^HE Gabelsberger Shorthand Society 
CI. held its fifteenth annual meeting on 
^^ January 25th at its rooms, 149 West 
125th Street. The meeting was very well at- 
tended. The report of the Secretary Mr, F. 
Grund showed that the Society has at present 
41 members. The report further mentions 
the fact that Mr. Henry Richter, the 
author of the excellent adaptation of the 
Gabelsberger Syste m to the English language , 
has arrived here from London and is prepar- 
ing an American Edition of his publication. 
He will also personally devote a good deal 
of his time to the propagation of his sjrstem 
in this country. Mention was also made of 
the fact that during the past year a new or- 
ganization for the propagation of the Gabels- 
berger System was founded in the lower part 
of the city, the Phonographic Society 
Gabelsberger, the President of which is Mr. 
E. C. Eger. The following officers were re- 
elected for the current year : Dr. Rud. 
Tombo, Pres., Ferd. Grund, Secretary, Ignaz 
Adelsberger, Treasurer and P. J. Seiferling, 
Librarian. 

^ ♦ ^ 

Tise the Comptometer and 
Save your Siraitts, 

This is the age of machinery. What short- 
hand and the typewriter are to the penman, 
the Comptometer is to the accountant and 
users of figures in combinations. By all 
means read about, and recommend to your 
employer, the wonderful machine advertised 
elsewhere in The Stenographer. 

9 9 9 

SiooAs Steeeived, 

* * P i t m a n ' s Interlined Speed Practice 
Books," No. 1, Speeches, No. 2, Sermons, 
5 cents each. ** Shorthand Keys" to the 
same in the reporting style, 6 cents each. 
"Adaptation of Pitman's Shorthand to the 
German Language," with rules and explana- 
tions printed in both German and English, 
price 50 cents. * ' The Silver Ship of Mexico, ' ' 
in Pitman's Corresponding Style, 132 pages, 
50 cents. 

Please tell them you saw their ad. in The 
Stenographer. 
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Isaac ipttman Department 

Edited by VnUAn L. MASON. 

Principal of Thk Metropolitan Shorthand Schooi., 170 Fifth Avenue, S. W. cor. aadSt., 
New York, and Official Instructor in Isaac Pitman's Phonography in the 

Public Day Schools of New York City. 



ME NOTE with much pleasure the 
publication of ** German Stenog- 
raphy ^^^ from the press of Isaac 
Pitman & Sons. This work will certainly be 
welcomed by a large number of Isaac Pitman 
writers, as the *' German Shorthand " pub- 
lished some eight years ago has lone been 
out of print. A special and important feature 
of the new edition is, that the text is printed 
in both the English and German languages. 
Mr. R. C. Giesselmann, 813 Mt. Prespect A ve. , 
Newark, N. J., writing to the publishers of 
this work says : I have pleasure in submitting 
to you herewith two German letters, one 
written in the Isaac Pitman German adap- 
tation, and the other in German longhand, to 
serve as a key to the former. I sent dupli- 
cates of these letters to a prominent man and 
an expert writer of one of the Standard Ger- 
man Shorthand systems, requesting him to 
copy the same in his system, and then com- 
pare the two. He informs me that the same 
letter written in the Standard German Short- 
hand occupies about twice the space as com- 
pared with the one written in the Isaac 
Pitman adaptation. Comment is needless." 

^ ^ ^ 

3fCey to Ssaae S^itman S^honography. 

periodical as | it may seem to you to merit, 
copy of our new text book, "Rice on Evi- 
dence,'* 2 vols. 

The work is .well described in its preface, 
and we trust your | examination will approve 
its execution. — Very truly yours. (68) 

29. 
Mr. Owen Jones, 

Stockton, Cal. 

Dear Sir : In response to yours of Feb- 
ruary 3rd, we herewith enclose you our in- 
voice for U. S. Digest, new series, volumes 
18 and 19, I which we this day forward you 
by express, charges prepaid. 

We regret to state that the several odd vol- 
umes of "Americai\ Law Review^" which 
you ordered, have been sold. We | have, 
however, just received into stock a good 
second-hand set of "American Law Review," 
volumes i to 20, both inclusive, all bound in 
the regular full law sheep binding, | with the 
exception of one volume, which has sheep 



back and corners and marble sides. Our price 
for this excellent set is $27.00. 

If you already have some | odd volumes of 
the set, would it not be to your interest to 
dispose of what you have to some brother 
attorney, and purchase our complete set. 

Let us hear | from you and oblige. — 

Respectfully yours. (156) 

30- 
Mr. H. W. Mason, 

Pittsburg, Pa. 

Dear Sir : Having received through our 
agent, Mr. B. H. Earl, your order for a copy 
of "Thompson on Trials," 2 vols., we for- 
ward I you the books by express, prepaid, 
and herewith enclose our invoice for tnem. 

Kindly remit us upon receipt of the books. 

Our agent informs us that you will want to- 

purchase a number of law books, including 
" Minn. Reports," volumes i to 26. 

If you will favor us with a list of such law 
books as you contemplate purchasing, | we 
would be pleased to price you the books both 
new, and wherever possible, in good second- 
hand condition. — Very truly yours. ( 1 1 2 )• 

31. 
Mr. Edward Lee, 

Lewiston, Me. 

Dear Sir : Re our long standing claim 
against you for books sold to you. Our at- 
torneys, Messrs. Jones and Goss, write us 
that you told | them you would settle this 
matter with us direct. 

We shall be most happy to have you do so 
at once. We believe that if you will take 
time to I run over the records of this matter 
you will realize that we have extended to you 
every reasonable consideration and that in 
justice to 'yourself, as well as to us, | you 
ought to at once proceed to settlement. 

If you are really unable to pay the money 
due to us, will you settle the matter by re- 
turning the books. This I mode of settlement 
is, of course, disadvantageous to us as the 
books are now " second-hand " and it would 
leave us minus our expenses, but we are 
desirous of getting | this account closed, 
and will accept return of the volumes. 

Please do not lay aside this communication 
without taking action. We fail to see, at this 
end of the line, | any good reason why this 
account should not be closed. — 

Very truly yours. (193) 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 



Business Cokkkshondenck. 
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,% Schools and others, de8irin(^ the sen'icea of ex- 
perieuced shorthand teachers, will please apply to 
Teachers' Bureau Department, Isaac Pitman a Sous, 
X^ Union Square, New York. 
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Benn JMtman Department, 

\t Tatight by CHAS. T. PLATT, 

Principal of Siiurthaiid Department of Hartford Bustnesi College, Hartford, Conn« 

also Author of '^Pitmanic Shorthand Instructor/' 



ff*e 3am8 Across Uhe Stile. 

^^^HE long-discussed enterprise of dam- 
^^ ming the Nile is now in full swing. 
It will be completed in about five 
years, and in the opinion of the experts who 
have studied the problem it will double the 
productive capacity of the Nile lands in cen- 
tral and lower Egypt. More land will be 
reclaimed from the desert, but that will not 
be the chief efficiency of the dams. The great 
purpose is to store the large volume of water 
which runs uselessly away during the fiood 
period and reserve this surplus for the months 
of the low Nile. It is expected in this way 
to secure sufficient water to irrigate the fields 
throughout the year, and thus raise two crops 
annually where only one is now produced ; 
and it is believed, in particular, that cotton 
growing, with the aid of this surplus water, 
will be extended much further up the Nile. 
Hundreds of workmen are now engaged at 
the Assuan granite quarries getting out the 
stone with which to build the giant dam 
across the shallow waters of the First Cataract, 
which is at that point. The dam will be a 
mile and a quarter long, forty feet in width 
and seventy feet high , and in the three months 
of the Nile floods it will retain an immense 
volume of the water that pours down the 
river from the lakes of Central Africa and the 

mountains of Abyssinia and hold it in reserve 
until the water falls ; and then the supply 
will be admitted to the river below as it is 
needed by the fields. Summer is the time of 
flood, and behind this mighty barrier at 
Assuan, about 800 miles from the sea, it is 
expected in three months to store up enough 
water which now rushes to the sea to give 
the whole country all the water it needs dur- 
ing the winter and spring. 

It is an interesting coincidence that the 
position of this big dam is almost indicated 
by the Tropic of Cancer. It was near Assuan 
that the astronomers discovered, twenty- one 
centuries ago, that at the summer solstice the 
sun dials cast no shadow and the solar rays 
penetrate the wells to their deptlm. 



The dam or barrage which is to be thrown 
across the Nile at Assiout will not serve the 
same purpose as that at Assuan. The latter 
is for water retention and storage. The As- 
siout barrage, 330 miles further down the 
river, is intended to keep the level of the 
Nile at that point about ten feet higher than 
the mean level so that it will beea.sy atall 
seasons of the year to divert the water at As- 
siout from the Nile into the Ibrahimia Canal. 
This canal extends for many miles through 
the rich farm lands on the west side of the 
Nile ; and during the season of low water it 
is expected to keep the canal filled from the 
piled up waters at Assiout and distribute it 
far north among the fields so that they may 
raise a second crop. 

The plan first proposed for the great stor- 
age dam near Assuan fixed upon a site just 
below Philse as the best place for the barrage: 
and around this spot raged a fierce contro- 
versy, for if the dam were built here Philse 
and its two beautiful temples to Isis, among 
the finest architectural remains of ancient 
Egypt, would be under water several months 
in the year. Fortunately these splendid ex- 
amples of the Ptolemaic temple, which are 
of such special interest to the architect and 
archaeologist, are not to be sacrificed to the 
utilitarian present. The dam is to be built 
a mile further down stream, and will not be 
reared so high as to cause the submerging of 
Phils. Instead of being drowned in the rising 
waters the island and its temples will rise 
above a placid lake formed by the accumu- 
lated waters, and the lake will extend far 
south of Philae. 

The dams will not interfere with river na- 
vigation, as locks will be built in which ves- 
sels may be raised or lowered to the differing 
levels. The entire scheme, it is estimated, 
will cost 125,000,000, which is to be paid by 
the Egyptian Government in yearly install- 
ments extending over thirty years. Sir Ben- 
jamin Baker, who is at Assuan directing the 
undertaking there, estimates that the value 
of the crops will be increased about $30 an 
acre over the whole area affected. — N. Y, Sun. 



** What you keep by you, j'ou may change 
and mend ; 

But words once spoken can never be re- 
called." 
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BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 
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(5abel8berget*1Rtcbtet Department 

Gmductedby 

DR. RUDOLF TOMBO, No. 2 Ridge Place, New Yorfc. 

President Gabelsberger Shorthand Society. 



Corresponding Style. 

My Dear Sir : 

I must confess that I was a little bit taken 
aback at the request made in your letter of 
yesterday. Such an idea never entered into 
my head when advising you to choose an 
assignee to whom you could confide the 
management of your affairs. But, on think- 
ing the matter over, and having been out of 
active business for some years, I think it 
would do me no harm to accept the trust you 
seem so anxious to assign to me ; it will furn- 
ish something to occupy my attention, and, 
if it should prove to be only of half as nmch 
advantage to you as you seem to infer, it will 
be a source of gratification to me to aid you in 
the settlement of your affairs. 

I would advise you to place the matter into 
proper legal hands, and have the necessary- 
papers prepared, with the points suggested in 
my letter of the 15th inst. fully covered. I 
will be in Charleston on 19th, to execute the 
necessary- preliminaries and I will then sub- 
mit a copy of a circular to send to your 
creditors. Hoping that all things will work 
smoothly, I am, 

Yours very truly, 



5teporting Style. 

Extract from a speech delivered by Carl 

Schtirz to the National Civil Service Reform 

League, Ihiltimore, Dec, 75, iSgS. 

** The method followed in the field force of 
the Interior Department, whereby persons 
have been employed temporarily in the 
absence of eligible lists, and all efforts to 
hold examinations to secure permanent ap- 
pointees have then been discouraged, has been 
referred to. The Department of Justice has 
followed this same plan in the appointment 
of clerks and others made in the offices of 
United States District Attorneys and Marshals. 
In other departments persons have been ap- 
pointed to positions nominally in the 'ex- 



cepted ' list and then assigned to other duties, 
while the * excepted ' duties are performed 
by old employees under classified titles. 

'*The tricks employed in getting rid of 
employees whose places are desired, have 
been quite as various. In many cases men 
have been laid off, ostensibly * for lack of 
work,' while immediately afterward their 
positions have been filled by others who per- 
form the identical duties. 

"We must have p)olitical parties, and a 
party, in order to be effective, must have an^ 
organization. But is it necessary that the 
organization and the workers should consist 
of a lot of mercenaries who put themselves 
to party work only for the purpose of making 
politics profitable to themselves personallv > 
Must we admit that while in other countries 
parties can be maintained without official 
spoils, the American people have become so 
mercenary and degraded that they will not 
give any time or work to their public interests 
unless they are individually bribed to do so ? 
Have we sunk so low ? But if we liad, would 
the substitution of one kind of bribe for 
another furnish any remedy for this appalling 
evil ? For the distribution of money in the 
guise of official salaries to party workers is no 
less a bribe than cash itself. 'Would not the 
result of the complete restoration of the 
spoils system be that those who now demand 
money for their patroitism, would then de- 
mand money and offices too ? 

•' We must not seek to satisfy the mercen- 
ary element, but to get on without it. W'e 
must not endeavor to attract the mercenary 
element to political activity, but do everj-- 
thing we can to drive it out of that political 
life. To put an end to the abominable state 
of things now existing there is no other 
effective means than to deprive the de\*ils as 
much as possible of their fuel — that is, of 
their means of bribery ; to strip them of 
their patronage by the greatest practicable 
extension of civil service reform, and then 
also to restrict the use of money in elections 
to the narrowest attainable limits by corrupt 
practices." * * * 



Note.— The pamphlet, "The New Era of Pho- 
nography," as well as the circular, " A Practical 
LeHson in Graphic Shorthand " explain the general 
principles of Gabelsberger system. I .shall be pleased 
to furnish these publications free of charge to any 
reader of The Stknographer who wishes to form 
an idea of the system. — Di . R. Tombo. 
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flbc1kee*8 flew Stanbarb Sbortbanb 

Department. 

Conducted by 
MRS. L. L RcKEE, No. 617 PLaM Sttect, BoffaH N, Y. 



2/oung ^an, Strike Out. 

^^^HERE are thousands of young Ameri- 
^^^ cans now living in obscurity who pos- 
sess the ability to achieve honorable 
and conspicuous success if they would place 
themselves in fortune's way. Had Jay Gould 
remained in the little hamlet, in Rockland 
County, that gave him birth, satisfied to live 
as his father had lived — to eke out a bare 
subsistence — America would not have had 
one of its foremost railroad builders. Had 
Horace Greely been content to remain in 
the country printing office, where he was 
earning quite a respectable livelihood, the 
Tribune would never have been born. Had 
General Grant been satisfied to continue in 
the business started and conducted by his 
father in the little town of Galena, the iron 
hand Hiat strangled the rebellion would have 
.been wanting; and had the ambition of 
Abraham I^incoln* not taken him out of the 
aimless life to which he was born, the wise 
director of the affairs of the nation in its 
darkest hour would have lived, rusted and 
decayed in the obscurity of country life. 



It is our intention to give, frequently, the 
testimony of teachers and writers of New 
Standard Shorthand, believing the words of 
others will be more interesting to our read- 
ers than anything wc can say. 

Since the opening of aMcKee New Stand- 
ard Shorthand Department in Thk Stenog- 
rapher we are hearing from New Standard 
writers from all over the country, and we 



assure them that we are glad to hear from 
them and of their success. Wc shall be pleased 
to publish testimonials or anything that will 
be of general interest to readers of Thb 
Stenographer as well as our particular 
department. 

Mr. William A. Robbins, stenographer for 
the firm of Don-Carlos & Stanfield, Lawyers,. 
Vinita, Ind. Ter., writes : 

" Being a writer of McKee's New Standard 
Shorthand, I wish to express my gratitude for 
this beautiful and simple system. 

** I conmienced the study of New Standard- 
Shorthand, October 4th, 1897, and after six 
months study passed the required examina- 
tion and secured my certificate of graduation. 
Ten days after leaving the Collegfe I secured 
a position with one of the leading law firms 
of this city as stenographer, and have beeib 
working in that capacity ever since. 

*' I am frequently called to take down the 
testimony and proceedings of civil cases in 
law, and am glad to say that I have experi- 
enced no difficulty in recording a verbatim 
report and in transcribing the same. 

"I feel that I owe all praise to the sim- 
plicity and legibility of the system. It is the 
only modem system of shortliand extant, and 
judging from its rapidly spreading popularity,, 
even in this remote part of the United States. 
I believe it will soon be the universal system 
taught." 

Send two-cent stamp for Chart, circular 
and Trial Lesson in our Mail Lesson Course- 
Textbook, beautifully engraved, |i.6o, post- 
paid. Address, McKee Publishing Company,. 
617 Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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McKEE'S NEW STANDARD SHORTHAND. 
Young man, strike out. 
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18. Brief Consonants. 

In addition to the simple stem consonants, it is found an advantage to use brief 
forms for certain sounds, as follows : 

a. Iss. A small circle, called iss, may represent the sound of S at the beginnirt^^ 
and the sound of S or Z in the middle or at the end of a word or syllable. It is 
written on the right or upper side of straight stems, called the circle side, and on tlie 
inside of curves. It will be represented in printing, hereafter, by the small s, while 
the stem signs will be indicated by capital letters. Practise on the following tables 
for speed and accuracy. 

Iss-Circle Consonant Stem Signs. 

sPs, sBs, sTs, sDs, sChs, sjs, sKs, sGs, sFs, sVs, siThs, sThes, sSs, sZs, siShs» 
sZhs, sLas, sRs, sRas, sMs, seMps, sNs, sWas, sYas, sHas. 

b. Ses. a large circle, called ses^ may similarly represent the sounds of the 
syllables sis^ sys, ses, sns, sos, cise, cize^ etc., and is used to form the regular plurals 
of words ending in the sound of S or Z. 

Ses-Circle Consonant Stem Signs. 

P-ses, B-ses, T-ses, D-ses, Cha-ses, Jses, K-ses, Ga-ses, F-ses, V-ses, ffh-ses, 
The-ses, S-ses, Z-ses, iSh-ses, Zbe-ses, La-ses, R-ses, Rases, M-ses, eMp-ses, N-ses, 
iNg-ses, Wa-ses. Ya-ses, Ha ?-?.=; 
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c. Steh. a small loop, called sieh, about one-third the lenr^th of t'le stem, iniy 
represent the soun :1 of T added to S, and sometimes the sound of D added to Z. It 
tbrms the past tense of regular verbs ending in Iss. 

Steh-Loop Consonant Stem Signs. 

StP, stB, stT, stD, stCh, stj, stK, stG, stF, stV, stith, stThe, stS, stZ, stiSh, stZhe, 
stLa, r,tR, stRa, stM, steMp, stN, stiNg, stVVa, stYa, stHa. 

(To be continued.) 
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** In Things EAsentlal, Unity ; in Things Doubtful, Liberty; In All Things, Charity.** 
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VOI^UME XIV. 



PHILADELPHIA, APRIL, 1899. 
Shillips Sirooks and Some Other SKatters. 



Number 4. 




OMEWHERE Mr. Thomas 
Allen Reed— no doubt the 
greatest Pitman writer of 
his time — has told of 
his experiences while re- 
porting Dr. Phillips Brooks. 
That American divine, so 
well known here through 
his visits and sermons, was a tremendously 
rapid speaker. Mr. de Bear recalled to me an 
experience of him which he had in London. 
The occasion was a memorial service at the 
Royal Normal College for the Blind. Mr. de 
Bear was sent to take a verbatim note of 
Phillips Brooks who was in the program to 
make a speech. " On getting to the Normal 
College," remarked Mr. de Bear, "I found a 
table placed for us on a slope running down 
from the platform. Phillips Brooks began to 
speak, and within a few minutes most of the 
reporters at the table had given up, and were 
simply staring at him in blank amazement. 
My business was to go ahead, anyhow ; 1 was 
doing an official note. It was perfectly won- 
derful, the rapidity with which the pictures- 
que American bishop got out his words. 
Moreover, he nas speaking in the open air 
considerably above our heads, and there was 
the noise of rumbling carts and other traffic 
in the streets near by. I always write with a 
pen when I can ; probably I then wrote with 
a pencil. Whether I got every word of him 
I wouldn't assert, but didn't miss much. We 
had a letter from those for whom I had been 
doing the report expressing their thanks for 
it, and the writer added, ' as far as I can 



judge it is a perfectly accurate and faithful 
report. * I doubt if ever I could have made 
out my notes had I not read them in the train 
going back to London." Mr. de Bear pro- 
nounced Phillips Brooks to be unquestionably 
the fastest speaker he had ever heard. Father 
Ignatius, he added, was another speaker not 
easy to report, being at once eloquent and rapid. 
' ' So you think, ' ' I asked, ' * that eloquence on 
the part of a speaker is an obstacle in the way 
of the shorthand writer?" "Well," replied 
Mr. de Bear " I don't suggest that the scribe 
can permit himself to be carried away as if 
he were an ordinary listener. He would feel 
curious when the demand arrived for his copy, 
if he had no better excuse than the speaker's 
eloquence to plead for its non-production. But 
where you have a naturally eloquent speaker, 
you get a rich collocation of words which you 
are not often accustomed to \vrite, and hence 
the difficulty." A cross-examination in a law 
court Mr. de Bear regarded as one of the 
toughest tasks to which a shorthand-writer 
could be put. Nay, the rapidity of cross- 
examination, was sometimes so great that he 
doubted whether any pen or pencil could 
keep up, especially as the ear would now and 
then miss a syllable. Mr. Nicholson corrob- 
orated with a plaintive recollection of an Irish 
witness whose brogue, on one occasion, gave 
him a bad quarter of an hour. • ' Of any 
shorthand work I tried, however," Mr. de 
Bear summed up, '* absolutely the most diffi- 
cult is that reporting medical lectures. Sup- 
pose yourself at St. Thomas's Hospital, as I 
have been ; that you are in the lecture room, 
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and that a professor is rattling along in great 
style to the students. Perhaps an actual 
demonstration forms part of tlie lecture, and, if 
so, the strain upon you is increased. It is not 
then merely the incessant string of medical 
terms, uttered in a purely conversational tone, 
but the presence, almost under your nose, of 
some evidence of the resources of modern 
surgery. You wish you hadn't learned Pit- 
man's or anybody else's shorthand." 

' — The Temple Magazine. 



Slotes from 5Zew Siabylon, 

rVONALD STUART has had " a long 
ly talk " with Mr. Bernard de Bear the 
principal of Pitman's Metropolitan 
School in London. He says shorthand is not 
yet used in America to anything like the ex- 
tent we use it in Britain, and further it had 
no extensive use in regard to business or news- 
paper reporting. The use of the lady short- 
hand and typewriter has been rapid and 
complete. Insurance offices in London were 
the first to introduce her. Lawyers were the 
last to succumb, but even they have done it. 
Women are now as well paid as men. The 
late Sir Augustus Harris had a lady secretary 
to whom he paid Jrooo a year. A certain 
conservatism still lingered among employers, 
but a girl who really knows shorthand and 
typewriting may hope to begin with $3.50 to 
^.00 a week and to rise fairly easily to ^,00, 
J 10.00, or even more. The best pay is given 
in American houses in London. I know one 
lady whose salary is $17.00 a week, but she 
holds a position as confidential secretary. 
Other instances of salaries of J15.00 to J20.00 
a week might be mentioned, but everyone 
can't count on that degree of success. Girls 
w^rite as good and as bad shorthand forms as 
youngmen do. There's no rule in that matter ; 
you never can tell beforehand what a pupil 
will do. 

Blunders in transcribing shorthand, said 
Mr. de Bear, were not very frequent, and 
were usually perpetrated in the early days of 
study. Amusing errors had come under his 
notice. Somebody happened to make the 
statement that '* Mr. Gladstone had refused 
Dissenters their rights." One report had it 
that Mr. Gladstone had refused "dozens" 
their rights ; another, that he had refused 
" thousimds " their rights. On a different 



occasion Mr. Gladstone was made to refer to 
the " dishonest " suggestions of his followers 
instead of to their "advanced " suggestions. 
A lecture discussing " London Twenty Years 
Ago' ' had spoken of West Green as a recently 
developed part. The intelligent shorthand 
man translated the dots and dashes which 
really meant West Green into waste ground, 
Another lecturer — his topic, law — ^had re- 
marked, • ' The law on the subject is all right. ' ' 
The report of the observation wasn't right, for 
it made him say, " Tlie law on the subject is 
all rot. ' ' Even more funny was the fate which 
overtook this trite phrase delivered from a 
public platform, "The British Constitution 
consists of the Lords Temporal, The Lords 
Spiritual and the Commons." How should 
it be transcribed, but as the ' * Lords Temporal, 
the Lords Spiritual, and the attendants." 
Happily, shorthand, among its other qualities, 
may be the vehicle of a hannless joke. 

— The Temple Magazine. 

^ 9 ^ 

Women's Sfepariment. 

( Continued from folio 86. ) 

Miss Florence Shepard of North Adams, 
Mass. , a graduate of the Bliss Business Col- 
lege, has taken a position as stenographer 
and book-keeper for Alderman & Carlisle. 
Misses Fannie Bennett and Grace Bryant of 
the same place are taking special courses at 
this College. 

Miss Elizabeth Crounse, who was formerly 
a stenographer in Canajoharie, N. Y., has 
gone to New York where she is similarly 
employed in the Bureau of Statistics of Labor, 
30. W. 29th St. 

Miss Margaret M. Daly, of Woonsocket, 
R. I., has accepted a position as steno^apher 
with the River Spinning Co., vice Miss May 
Daly, who has resigned to accept a similar 
position with another firm. 

The Woman's Institute in London has 
publishe<i a ' * Lexicon of Employments for 
Women," from which it appears that there 
are in England women cab and omnibus 
drivers, street porters, " walking posters," 
cattle dealers, auctioneers and one locomotive 
engineer ! 

Miss Martha Horton, of Olean, N. Y., for 
some time court stenographer for Cattaraugus 
County, has been appointed stenographer to 
one of the State Senate Committees. 

Miss May Frazer of Batavia, N. Y., has 
completed the course of stenography and 
accepted a position with the Johnston Har- 
vester Co. 

Ida E. Turner. 



£aw S^hrateology. 



HE snfBxcE "or" and 
" ee " render efficient 
service in tbe forma- 
tion of certain law 
terms, such as " a<<- 
signor," "assignee;" 
•■grnlilor, " " k™"- 
Ice ; " " inortgBgor." 
" mortgagee ; " " pledgor, " " pledgee ; " 
"bailor," "bailee ;" " vendor," " veudee;" 
"transferor," "transferee." 

Presumably, the reader knows that tile 
former of these ("or") means "one who" 
and tbe latter ("ee") "one to whom." 
Hence. " assignor, " readily conveys the 
ideaof "one who assigns." while "aJsii^Mfc" 
that of " one to whom " another assigns. A 
business man, in failiog financial circumstan- 
ces making a general assignment of all his 
property for the benefit of his creditors to 
hisfriend or creditor, isan "assignor." while 
tbe friend or creditor is an " assigna:" A 
person owning a bond and mortgage or otber 
security, sells it to another and makes a 
written assignment ofil to the purchaser. 
The seller is the auignor anA the buyer tlic 
assignee. 

By tbe same rule of word building. 
"fHK/or" signifies "one who grants aiLd 
conveys" to another, the " graiilfe." apiece 
of land. In common parlance. Mr. A. 
("granlor") sells ("grants and conveys") 
his house and lot (premises) to Mr. B. 
{"grantee "). 

It must be clear now that, one forced to 
give I " eJtecnte and deliver") a mortgage 
upon bis real properly (land I, is known us 



the " mortgagor " (" one who mortgages ") 
while the person to whom the mortgage is 
made payable and delivered is the " tliorl- 
;r«r'-<'"{"o'ie to whom given"). 

The unfortunate person who is forced to 
pawu or pledge his trinkets as security for 
a small sum is, in the eyes of the law, a 
"pledgor" ("one who pledges " ) as much 
as tbe Wall street broker who " puts up " a 
thousand shares of stock of a corporation for 
a large loan. Both are "pledgors," while 
the pawn broker and the loaner on the 
stock are equally "pledgees" ("one to 
whom pledged"). 

To understand the technical signification 
of the words " in/Zor " and "bailee" some 
knowledge of the meaning of bai/iNeii/ia 
essential. Within the limits of this article 
it is impossible to do more than refer to this 
subject, which is so broad that one author 
(Edwards) wrote a book of more than 600 
pages on the "Law of Railmetits." The 
word "bailment" is said to be derived from 
the French " 4a(//(^r," niCHning to deliver. 
In law it is defined to be the delivery of 
goods in trust for a specific purpose to be 
afterward returned to the owner; thus: a 
watch to a watchiiiaker for repair ; a horse 
to another to go upon a journey. These are 
hut two of ihonsands of instances which 
" biiilmeiil " comprehends. The owner of 
the watch and horse are the "bailors." ("the 
one who delivers ") while the watcbuiaker 
and hirer of the horse are the "bailees." 
There is always an implied condition iu 
" bailme'il" that the property shall be re- 
turned to the owner after the purpose of its 
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delivery to the ''bailee*^ has been accom- 
plished. 

It would now seem wholly unnecessary to 
multiply words to demonstrate that ''vendor^^ 
means the •* one who ** sells and " vendee '* 
the "one to whom" the vendor sells; 
''transferor,'' the "one who" transfers, 
''transferee'' the "one to whom" the 
transfer is made. 



Court Sloom Sehoes, 

'TpHE following peculiar answers were made 
* on cross-examination by a witness who 
had been duly sworn, and whose recollection 
was being tested as to a fact to which he had 
testified : 

'• Q. You would not want to swear to it? " 

"A. Well, I would almost take my oath 
of it." 

*' Q. What time in the month ? " 

" A. Well, it was sometime after haying. 
I would not want to say about what time." 

**Q. By the Court (facetiously): — Second 
or first crop of haying?" 

" A. (Seriously) Well, last — after haying 
was all done. * ' ( Prolonged laughter ) . 

This witness resembled, in his method of 
fixing time, another rustic witness who 
ascertained a date by " pig-killin'-time." 

I recall another instance of a fanner wit- 
ness who fixed a date by " tater'-diggin' 
time." 



READING the printed report of a case a 
few days ago, my attention was drawn 
to the method pursued by the trial ( » ) stenog- 
rapher to indicate the identity of a juror who 
had interrogated a witness while testifying, 
viz : " Q. By the Fifth Juror." If necessary, 
this mode, next to the juror's name (assum- 
ing that the jurors occupy the same seats — 
which is customary — tliroughout the trial), 
could not be bettered. But I cannot conceive 
under wliat possible state of facts it would 
ever become essential to identify a particular 
juror as having asked a witness a question 
during a trial. The attorneys for the re- 
spective parties may object to such questions 
and invoke the ruling of the court thereon, 
the same as if they had been asked by 

(I *' Trial stcnotjraphcr." There arc "trial" lawyer>. 
Why not. in analogy therewilh, refer to ihosc who report 
iriaU, whether hctore juries, referees or other ollicers. a> 
•* trial " stenoKraphers? 



them. The cnurt may, without such ob- 
jection, rule upon a juror's question by 
disallowing it, and the attorney for either 
party may take an exception to such ruling ; 
or, if such question be answered without 
objection, either attorney may move to 
strike out the answer, and have an excep- 
tion to the ruling on such motion. Taking 
this view of the subject, I cannot discover 
the utility of identifying a juror who asks a 
question of a witness, and hence I believe 
the simple statement " Q. By a Juror " to be 
sufficient in such cases. 



Correspondence, 

TpHE following inquiry was recently re- 
* ceived : 

Mr. H. W. Thornk, 

Johnstown, N. Y. 
Dear Sir : 

For some time I have been desirous of 
taking a course in some school to prepare for 
court reporting, but have hesitated to give 
up my present position to do so. It occurred 
to me that you might he in position to give 
the instruction needed. 

In 189 1 I graduated from the scientific de- 
partment of the National Normal University, 
Lebanon, Ohio ; in 1893 I received the 
teachers' certificate granted by the Phono- 
graphic Institute Co. of Cincinnati, Ohio; 
and in 1895 was admitted to the bar to prac- 
tice law in Butler County, Penna. My short- 
hand work has been principally teaching and 
commercial work, having been in my present 
position since June, 1896. I have done some 
work in a law office, but have never done any 
work in court, neither have I practiced law. 
I do not know what my speed is, but probably 
I can write 100 words per minute accurately, 
with ease, and possibly more if crowded ; 
that is, in the line of my present work. 

Of course, I understand you cannot guaran- 
tee positions ; but possibly you can give some 
definite idea as to the demand in the direc- 
tion I have named, and also as to the prob- 
able time required and expense. 
Yours, very trulv, 

"Lex-Stenog.** 

[Answer. From the contents of your 
letter, I must assume that you desire to 
become a law reporter ; not a lawyer. Your 
omission to state your age (a most important 
element to be considered), in advising you, 
leads me to assume it to be 25 years. Your 
principal needs are, ( i ), increased speed, and, 
(2), familiarity with the routine work of law 
reporting. Having been admitted to the bar, 
you ought to have a sufficient knowledge of 
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technical law phraseology. Therefore, (i), 
as to increased speed : enter a busy law re- 
porter's office as amanuensis and, by the or- 
dinary conventional methods — dictation, 
speech, sermon, etc. , practice— attain a regular 
speed of not less than 150 words p. minute and 
a spurting speed of 175 to 200 words per min- 
ute. Failing to find such a berth, secure a 
position in a law office, as stenographic 
amanuensis, and use the same methods to 
acquire the same rate of speed. You will 
then be ready to tender your services as a 
reporter of trials, proceedings, etc., before 
referees, commissioners, etc. (2) As to famil- 
iarity with the routine of law reporting : 
Practical Court Reportittj^y the Law Depart- 
ment of this magazine and the bound volumes 
of its back numbers will l>e useful to you, all 
of which may be secured from the publication 
office of The Stenographer, 410 Drexel 
Bldg., Phila. Answers to correspondents, 
situated somewhat similar to you, may be 
found in numbers of The Stenographer 
-as follows, viz : January, 1898, p. u ; Sept., 
1897, p. 55; April, 1898, p. 89; Aug., 1898, 
p. 194. 

Competent law reporters have little trouble 
in securing business. And yet, it cannot be 
denied that incompetents have, in some 
places, lessened the chances for competent 
law reporters to secure as large a practice as 
formerly. -H. W. T.] 

A Western stenographer, commenting on 
•*^ the resolution of the Utah Legislature re- 
quiring its doorkeei^ers to be also qualified as 
stenographers, says : " I shall now look for 
the cattle raisers of the wild and woolly West 
to require of their cow punchers perfection 
in shorthand, that they (the cow punchers) 
may devote their spare time to conducting 
the correspondence of their employers." 

SCotes. 

pi R. O. L. Chambers, P.O. Box 68, Albany, 
^ ■ Ga., is the efficient office stenographer 
of Cruger & Pace, of that city. 

Mr. C. M. Brough, author and stenog- 
rapher, of 716 Sixth St., Louisville, Ky., is 
employed by B. T. Avery & Sons of that city. 

Mr. L. M. Ekin, of Huntington, W. Va., 
stenographer with the Ensign Manufacturing 
Co., of that city, is a competent man of more 
than ordinary experience. 



Uhe 3)oing9 and Undoing of Stenographers, 

JAMES C. Moore, Surrogate Court Stenog- 
rapher, Buffalo, N. Y., recently distin- 
guished himself by stopping a runaway horse, 
and thereby saved a number of persons 
from serious injury. 

James J. Neai«is, supreme court stenog- 
rapher, of New York City is frequently ap- 
pointed referee by the court. His latest case 
is to determine whether a pretty sixteen-year 
old girl is highly good or extremely naughty 
and to discover the motives of two contestants 
for the possession of the little beauty. 

Carlton W. Taylor, of Co. A., ist Reg. 
N. Y. Vol., recently died at San Francisco 
from malarial fever. When the war broke 
out, Taylor was General Marvin's stenog- 
rapher in the office of the Hudson River 
Telephone Company at Albany. Taylor's 
parents reside at Palmyra, N. Y. 

The Montana law requires court stenog- 
raphers to furnish, free of charge, a bill of 
exceptions in certain cases. Sometime ago 
J. P. Supple, District Court Stenographer, of 
Helena, Mont., refused to include in such 
bill of exceptions the questions to which ob- 
jections had been made, without being paid 
therefor. Mr. Supple was mandamused be- 
fore Judge Mclntire, who decided with the 
stenographer. The case is to be carried to 
the Montana Supreme Court, upon the theory 
that the legislative intent, when enacting the 
law was to include everything essential to a 
complete bill of exceptions. 

One branch of the Michigan Legislature 
has decided to forego the luxury of having 
its proceedings stenographically reported, 
because of the expense incident thereto. The 
resolution was adapted b}* a vote of 37 to 45. 

John J. Mear.\, a stenographer in the 
district attorney's office at New York City, 
recently suffered the loss of his eye-brows, 
the singeing of his hair and the destruction 
of all his clothing, through a iire at the 
Eastern Hotel, where he lived. 

Court Stenographer John Nugent, of 
Jersey City, sometime ago made a requisition 
upon the Board of Freeholders of that city 
for ten reams of paper for taking testimony 
in court, which, Mr. Nugent is reported to 
have said, would last six months. Freeholder 
McGovern, it is said, inquired : " Why don't 
he buy his own stationery. He gets office 
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rent, towels, soap and almost evcrytliinjjelse 
for nothing.'' The requisition was finally 
referred to the Printing and Stationery Com- 
mittee. 

Official Jlppointments, 

I AMES FiTzwii^LiAM, to be stenographer 
^ and typewriter in the office of Commis- 
sioner of Sewers, James Kane, New Yoik 
City. Salary of |i2oo per year. 

John Bradken, of Dexter, Me., to be ste- 
nographer to the inspectors of customs at 
Vanceboro, Me. Salary I720 per year. 

Howard Marki^e Hokk, to be stenog- 
rapher in the office of Attorney General Elkin, 
at Harrisburg, Pa. 

Miss Ewzabeth Crounse, of Altamont, 
N. Y., to be general stenographic clerk and 
typewriter in the office of Comm'r of Labor 
Statistics McMakin at Albany, N. Y. Salary 
J900 per annum. 

Miss Frederick Knapp has been trans- 
ferred to a stenographic position in the office 
of the Secretary of Stete at Albany, N. Y. 

Henry C. McLean, .stenographer in the 
office of District Attorney Mills, Glovcrsville, 
N. Y., to be stenographer to the grafid jury 
of Fulton County. 

John F. Dugan, of Buffalo. N. Y., to be 
stenographer at the Manhattan State Hospital , 
New York City. 



Oilier Chmngea, 

R. C. Hopkins of Troy, N. Y., to be ste- 
nographer in the office of Division Freight 
Agent Seneca Kelley, N. \'. C. & H. R. R. 

John McIntosh, Bristol, Conn., has re- 
signed his position with the E. Ingraham 
Company. 

J. Lee Fairdank to be book-keeper and 
stenographer with D. C. Whitten & Son at 
Utica, N. Y. 

Arthur McPherson, of Hartford. Conn., 
has succeeded to the stenographic vacancy in 
E. Ingraham Company's office at Bristol, 

H. W. Thorne. 
^ ^ ^ 

MISS EMMA G. FOWLER. 

THE moral of the following dialogue is 
the familiar one that in the study and 
practice of shorthand no sort of im- 
formation can come amis?. 



Youth-and- Enthusiasm has taken notes of 
the Octogenarian's anniversary address, and 
has brought her transcript to Age-and- Ex- 
perience for hints and helps as to revision. 
She comes to the passage in which the 
speaker gives his recollections of the recep- 
tion of the news of peace in 1815. 

Y'iind'E. "The bells were ringing through 
the land, and I can remember the general 
preparation for the illumination which took 
place in the following day— the preparing 
of candles and the cutting out of potatoes in 
which to put them." And along there, be- 
fore that about the potatoes, he said some- 
thing that .sounded like, " I saw them going 
to be dipped,'* but I '•.ouldn't make any 
sense of it, so I left it out. 

A-and-E, O, don't leave thai out ! It is 
one of the graphic touches. Why, it was 
dipped candles — didn't you ever hear of 
dipped candles — dipped candles and mould 
caudles ? 

Y-and'E. Never. 

A-and-E. Well, I'm older than you, 
[Tries to be melancholy over the thought of 
the flight of time, but succeeds only in feel- 
ing set up in view of her own superior wis- 
dom]. Just hand me that ball of crochet- 
cord, and I'll show you. Let this pencil 
stand for a candle-rod — real ones are abbut 
as thick as your thumb, and about so long. 
[Indicating a length of about a yard.] You 
have a wick made of strands of' soft cotton. 
[Breaks off a short piece of coid and loops it 
around the pencil.] It hangs down like that, 
as long as the candle is to be and a little 
longer. Now, shove it along on the rod and 
make a loop in another piece and slip that 
on ; they must be just so far apart that the 
candles will not touch when they are done. 
You put on a row of wicks in that way, and 
then you take hold of the rod by the ends 
and dip the wicks down into the melted tal- 
low. When you draw it up, a little will 
stick to the wick. Then the rod is set up 
between two blocks, and left for the tallow 
to cool and harden. You have another rod 
full of wicks all ready to dip, and so it goes 
on till the first set of candles are hard 
enough to dip again, and then they are put 
in. Every time round, of course, the can- 
dles grow a liitle, till by and by they are of 
the right size. Of course, they are not so trim 
and true as candles that have been run in a 
mould, but they give a good light for all 
that. There's one thing about it, anyway — 
it a candle is blown out or happens to be put 
out when you snuff it, you can light it a^ain 
then and there ; you don't have to pack it in 
cotton batting and put it in a basket and 
send it down to the Electric Light Works to 
be changed off. 

Whereupon she branches off into a general 
criticism on modern methods of lighting. 
Youth-and- Enthusiasm takes up her tran- 
script and inserts : " I saw them going to be 
dipped.'* 



^poit Snereaaittg Our Sneome. 



T THE outset we desire to 
make it clear thai in speak- 
ing of special money- 
making devices for stenog- 
rapfaera. we do not mean to 
encourage theni to give 
attention to their private 
affairs during business hours. We have in 
mind two classes. — those who liave consider- 
able spare time out of tlie office and wish to 
earn more money than tlieir salary affords, 
and those whose positions do not keep them 
EufGciently occupied and whose employers 
are willing tliat they embrace opporlunlties 
to add to their income : 

The wide-awake, business-like stenogra. 
pher can, of course, do typewriter copying. 
either on a machine at home or, on special 
occasions, by working over-time at her office. 
She can easily ascertain the standard rates of 
compensation, and it is hoped that, on general 
principles, she will adhere to them. 

She can fit herself to do special reporting, 
— such as sermons, lectures, meetings, etc. ; 
this is iisnally evening work. .\ further chance 
lies in reporting testimony taken before a 
master in private cases ; this piiys very well, 
and one can find out the details from any 

She can solicit subscriptions to Thh 
Stenographer from her associates, etc. By 
corresponding with the Editor, she will learn 
the special inducements in this ditection. 

She can study the art of writing advertise- 
nienls, — first, in her particular line of trade, 
and then branch out. She will be enabled to 
take the first steps the more readily as she 
has at hand the paraphernalia neces.sary to a 
knowledge of jier business, as well as trade 



publications, etc. The way to operate is to 
exatnine into the needs of each advertiser and 
then voluntarily submit to him the result. 

Shecanstudyoneormoreoftheforeign lan- 
guages used in business,— say, French, Ger- 
man or Spanish.— -and then do translating for 
her firm, if necessary, as well as others who 
are aware of her ability to do such work. 
Further, by writing the replies m such lan- 
guage, she will enjoy the sul>stantia1 double 
returns from reading and writing. It is the 
invariable rule that when a stenographer 
studies a language which will make her more 
useful to her employers, they increase her 
salary suitably. 

She can do special historical or genealogical 
work, as pointed out in these columns some 
months ago by one of our correspondents. 
Investigations of this kind prove very fas- 
cinating. 

She can learn proofreading and seek oppor- 
tunities for utilizing her ability to profit. It is 
pleasing employment and is the best kind of 
an educator in spelling, punctuation and 
composition. 

She can gradually develop along literary 
lines by careful reading, study, observation, 
etc., — if she have the slightest bent tliat way. 
Indeed, as one ot our contributors recently 
said to us, it is singular that more of our 
stent^raphers do not drift into literature, for 
their work is such as to stimulate the least 
trend in tliat direction. 

Many other avenues of gain will doubtless 
occur to our readers, and we shall l>e delighted 
to have additional plans promptly suggested to 
us for tlie general good, Ijecausewe know that 
the foregoing does not by any means exhaust 
the pos-sibilities. Itesides the ii 



86 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



vantage, there is the educational development 
which these various outlets permit, and this 
is too important to be overlooked. 

Unfair CriticUm. 

^T^E hope to comment editorially next 

^ ^ month upon the following from the 

Public Ledger. It is a fair specimen of the 

criticism to which women stenographers, of 

all feminine wage earners, are particularly 

subjected. You can assist materially by 

sending us your views immediately upon 

reading this paragraph :— 

'* A writer in one of the Munsey magazines 
points out that if women ^et poor pay for 
their work ; the reason is probably that 
they are, as a rule, incompetent. He says it 
is a universal complaint that it is so difficult 
as to be well nigh impossible to get a woman 
typewriter to do acceptable work. On one of 
several occasions a letter was received from 
the Woman's Department of a New York 
paper in which, in a letter of five lines, there 
were seven mistakes, besides the irritating 
impertinence of two proper names misspelled 
ana two addresses as ' Miss,' when, had the 
sender taken the trouble to read the letter 
she was answering, she would have seen that 
the correct title was ' Mrs.* " 



Correspondence, 

M. M. W. favors us with the following, 

which contains much food for thought : — 

•' Were I the employer of an office stenog- 
rapher, I am sure I should notice how she 
used her spare time. When in her absence I 
found • A Mad Love ' reposing behind the 
typewriter, or * Blind Fate ' tucked under the 
papers in a drawer, I should not deem her 
just the business woman I had expected. It 
would give me great satisfaction to find her 
perusing some such book as Hammerton's 
'Intellectual Life.' Let her also keep up 
with the news in the daily paper in regard to 
that line of work her employer is engaged 
in, too." 

For a time this corner of the Department 
flourished, but our friends have apparently 
forgotten \is lately. Please remember that 
these columns are always open to you. We 
invite criticism, suggestions, — in fact, any- 
thing that will help to advance our special 
mission in this magazine. 

Jlssoeiafion Stems. 

THK special feature of the February meeting 
of the Literary Circle of the Stenogra- 
phers' Association of New Orleans was the 



speech of Miss Sophia B. Wright on **The 
influence exerted by books on the formation 
of character. ' ' 

The Stenographers of Gloversville, N. Y., 
have formed an organization, composed of 
ladies and gentlemen. 

At the February open meeting of the Denver 
Council, National Association of Women 
Stenographers, Miss Virginia Paden read a 
paper on the * ' Co-operation of the home 
and business women," and Miss Mabel S. 
Harding another on **Some phases of a ste- 
nographer's life." Both efforts were con- 
i dered so valuable that it was decided to have 
them printed. 

SZotes from the Sieldr-S^ersonal and 
Otherwise. 

MISS Louise Wiley occupies the important 
position of stenographer in the cham- 
bers of Justice D. Cady Herrick, Albany, N. Y. 

Mrs. M. V. Collins, one of the most com- 
petent Pitman writers on the Pacific Coast, 
has recently removed from San Jose, Cal., to 
San Francisco, where she has opened an office 
in the Hearst Building. She has made so 
many friends in San Jose and vicinity by her 
earnest, conscientious work and pleasing per- 
sonality, that tliey have no doubt she will do 
exceptionally well in the wider field she has 
chosen. 

The adaptability of women is one quality 
greatly in their favor, remarks the Housewife, 
Set down in the midst of uncongenial sur- 
roundings, a woman's first impulse is to im- 
prove them. She quietly gives a deft touch 
here, straightens out a little there, and though 
poverty may be still apparent, yet order has 
succeeded chaos, and she has imparted to 
everything within her reach some expression 
of homely comfort. She carries the same in- 
stinct into business and, after a montli*s 
apprenticeship, if she succeeds at .all, is 
mistress of the situation. Almost everyone 
can recall instances where women, thrown 
unexpectedly upon their own resources, have 
developed business qualifications of a very 
high order which they did not know they 
possessed, and would not have known but for 
the need of doing something. 

Miss Martha Griffin of Plainfield, N. J., 
is stenographer for the Columbia & Rensselaer 
Railway & Lighting Co. 

(Continued on folio So.) 



T. C PARSAL, Ph. B, 



HAVE seen tlie opinion ex- 
pressed by a great iiiHiiy 
writers and teacliers of 
shorthand, an opinion to 
which I heartily subscribe, 
til al word -signs sh on Id not 
he memorized in lists, but in sentences. 
One teacher went so faT as to express the 
opinion that the Pittnanic systems must be 
good systema or tlieir lists of word-signs 
would have killed them long ago, 

I should like to agitate this subject a little 
further, and hear the ottier side of the sul>- 
ject. A great many teachers are certainly 
using this method of teaching them, and they 
should have reasons for it. These we should 
be pleased to hear. 

On the other hand are there teachers who 
have taught word-signs without lists? If so, 
please let ns know with what success. If it IB 
possible to learn shorthand without so much 
memorizing, there are many students and 
teachers who want to know it. In my own 
case, I might say that t have graduated 
several classes who have never memorized a 
list of word-signs, and they are more familiar 
with them, and can use them with more pro- 
ficiency than those who have learned them 
from lists. In my opinion, all word-sign lists 
should be moved into the appendix, where 
they may be referred to after tliey have beeji 
learned. 

* 

dhaakt. 
•yHE Teachers' Department is an excellent 
' one. I find it of great value. Keep the 
good work up. — W, J'hilip Sleinhaen.ser, 
Allen town, Pa. 



cd to it» editor. 

I have l)een reading your monthly contribu- 
tions to The Stenographer with a great 
deal of interest, and, though differing with 
you in some things, I admire the firm stand 
you have taken, and your lucid explanations 
of what yon l)elieve. — Wm, P. Charles, Prin. 
CharlesCom, School, 308 Gates Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

3>letallon and Mfler. 



pRESUMPTION:— Theprinciplesotsllo^t- 
'^ hand have been reasonably thoroughly 
mastered by the student. 

QUESTION :— How to begin and pursue 
dictation ? 

So far ill his shorthand experience, the 
student has had fairly smooth saihng. Now 
comes the test of his training and the 
measure of his ability in dictation work. 
Many students are quite successful in learn- 
ing the principles but can not stand the high 
pressure of dictation. Some are slow in 
thought, others slow with the hand and 
others uervous — brittle slndents, so to speak 
— others careless of attention to detail, others 
with no memory, and some possessing none 
of Ihe.se hampering qualities. A system of 
dictation that takes these different abilities 
and works I0 the best advantage of each 
student must recognize all these difTicullies 
and nmst also be very elastic. 

My experience has been that the first and 
most essential thing In the beginning of dic- 
tation is to develop in the student a critical 
knowledge of standard forms and to give a 
great deal of attention to the training of the 
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hand to execute these correct forms. I have 
found that these can be best attained by, 

FOLLOWING PERFECT NOTES :— The 
first day of dictation the class should be 
given a general talk concerning the work 
before them, and the necessity of good notes 
and accurate reading thoroughly impressed. 
Show that the latter can only come surely 
through the former, that each individual will 
be inclined to be careless more or less, some 
consciously, some unconsciously ; and hence 
the greatest care must be exercised by each 
student to escape that dangerous pitfall so 
insidiously besetting the path of every be- 
ginner — a slow and slovenly note. 

FIRST DICTATION :— A letter of perfect 
shorthand notes is taken up and read and 
thoroughly explained. Then the class is 
required to write the letter over from 25 to 
40 times for the next day's dictj^tion. When 
the note books are brought to the class, each 
one is carefully examined, and severe criti- 
cisms are made on any show of careless 
work. 

Notes are criticised from the stand4X)int of 
(a) flow, (b) form, (c) slant, (d) shade, (e; 
size, (f) proportion, (g) position, and correc- 
tions made in blue pencil on each note book. 
This gives a basis for intelligent criticism. 
The same letter is dictated in review with an 
additional letter on the second day. Have 
two or three of the best writers in the class 
take the dictation on the black board for 
class criticism. The class criticises each out- 
line word by word. Some very keen criti- 
cisms and close observation will be brought 
out by this work, the idea being to develop a 
high standard of correct notes. In addition 
to this broad criticism, each student passes 
his book to tlie right and the criticisms are 
put down on the note book. Four or five 
days of this work will develop good accurate 
notes. The repetition work may now be 
gradually diminished to 8 or 10 times writing 
for each letter, always insisting on good 
reading. 

REVIEWING OF PRINCIPLES :— The 
student should, every two or three days, 
have a review of the principles and word 
signs. I consider this absolutely indispens- 
able to success in shorthand writing. Hooks 
are so often getting on the wrong side and 
word signs slipping away that these constant 
reviews are of paramount importance. 



VARIETY IN DICTATION MATTER :— 
After three weeks of this work, give the 
class, occasionally, some new matter on verj* 
small words. This wall give variety and in- 
terest in the work and will gradually lead 
them up to dictation. 

ENTIRELY NEW MATTER -.—In this 
work, I go over the business letters for the 
following day and have the class dictate the 
outlines, which I put on the blackboaid. 
Many of the outlines are wrong, but they 
can be corrected, and the student has made 
the effort himself. Here is where earnest- 
ness begins to show. Those who are con- 
scientious will be continually striving to 
weed out poor forms. Those who are in- 
diflFerent will shirk ; but no system of dicta- 
tion, or method of instruction, has ever yet 
been devised to produce good results with 
those who will not work. 

From hereon the dictation proceeds by 
easy stages to absolutely new matter, which 
can be varied to suit the needs of the class. 
I think the greater the variety, the better it 
is. When the class is strong enough to stand 
newspaper work, sprinkle it through their 
dictation. Likewise, anything else that is 
readable, after letters and law matter have 
been exhausted. I believe, also, in using 
high class literature, if the class can handle 
It; but it is poor policy to discourage them 
with the volcanic sentences of Carlisle or 
those delightfully abstruse sentences of De 
Quincy. Many a veteran has failed on such 
matter. Use simple language and short 
sentences, whatever the subject, or whoever 
the author. 

READING :— All through this work, the 
closest attention must be paid to the reading. 
If notes cannot be read, they may as well not 
be written, and the sooner the class under- 
stands this, the better it will be for them. 

PHRASING .-Very little phrasing is at- 
tempted beyond the simple expressions, and 
if this is undertaken when the students are 
learning the principles and each phrase 
learned when they come to it first, phrasing 
will take care of itself everafter. Some can 
phrase and some can not ; some will, othere 
won't. There is nothing absolute about it. 
It IS the high art of shorthand writing and 
should not be forced too strongly upon the 
amateur. 

* * * 

Mr. H. a. Blanchard, who has combined 
stenography with the legal profession for some 
few years past in San Jose, is now the Official 
Reporter to the Coroner. Mr. Blanchard is 
a young man of marked ability and is 
pointed out with pride by his fellow-followers 
of the Eclectic School. 
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orihF Shorthand aiid TypFwriting profrwion of Ihe 
couatrTI.Hnrt "U men, alt syntems auci all machiuea 

The colqmo» at Thk Stenographer are alwnyii 
ofKn 10 correapondenla. WeihsUbeKlBdlopublUh 
matters of iulemt to the prorcHsron in all its 
branchen- Commiiiiitatloii. ehoold be i.dclr««d to 
the Kdllor, who U not rMpoiiaihle for the oplniotm 
of correnpondeiitB. 

The stenogbapher is a progreMive journal. 



SdlloHal. 

lllE are glad to present to our readers this 
^ month another instalment of shorthand 
notes by David Wolfe Brown, dean of the 
House Corps of Congressional Reporters. 

These notes ate written in the style wliich 
Mr. Brown has developed by years of ex- 
perience. They do not follow with slavish 
exactness, any special text-book but tliey are 
such outlines as long experience and much 
practice have developed as the l)est for speed 
and legibility. Every reader of Thk Ste- 
nographer who writes any of the Pitmanic 
systems wilt he amply repaid liy making a 
careful study of these shorthand notes of 
Mr. Brown. 



OUR friend, Mr. Samuel C. Dunliaiu, au- 
llior of the "Missing Link in Short- 
hand," covers a wide field in his regular 
business. He spent the winter of '97-8 on 
the Yukon in the interest of the United 
States Department of Labor, by which he is 
employed as statistical expert, and we are 
under obligations to him for Nos. 16 and 19 
of the Bulletin, containing the results of his 
investigations. 

Ill E are glad to see that our contemporary 
^ The IlluslraUd Sonographic IVorJd, 
is meeting with so much success in its intro- 
duction to the shorthand schools. It is a 
great help to the shorthand student of any 
schix)l to take a magazine devoted to the sub- 
ject. Even if the students see nothing but 
their own names in the magazine, that alone 
acts as a kind of stinmlus. Of course, after 
tliey leave school they should keep up their 
patronage of a magazine. 

The Stenographer is ready to help them 
reach the very topmost round of the ladder. 
It especially invites their careful attention to 
tlie Law Reporting Department, which, for 
years, has been so ably conducted by Mr. 
Thorne — himself a leader both at the bar and 
in the reporters' seat. 

" UAe Xmerleaa Sgatem of Shorthand." 

THERE has been a great deal of contro- 
versy concerning tile use of this ex- 
pression iu one of the Reports of the National 
Bureau of Education. It appears that, un- 
fortunately, some remarks crept into the 
pages of ThRSTBNOORAPHER which wrongly 
imputed improper things in this connection to 
our friend Mr. Rockwell. 

We have the pleasure of saying that, next 
month, we shall print a letter from Hon. W. 
T. Harris, Commissioner of Education, en- 
tirely exonerating Mr. Rockwell in the mat- 
ter, and explaining how those expressions 
came to lie used. 
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Isaac pitman Department 

Edited by WILLIAM U MASON. 

Principal of Thb Mbtropolitan Shorthand School, 170 Fifth Avenue, S. W. cor. aadSt., 
New York, and Official Instructor in Isaac Pitman's Phonography in the 

Public Day Schools of New York City. 



^MM N reviewing some recent phonographic 
II works from the press of Isaac Pitman 
" & Sons the Journal of Education 
(Boston) says : ''This enterprising house is 
issuing some most vahiable reading books 
for shorthand practice. At great expense, the 
publishers have provided themselves with a 
full equipment of shorthand type, and are 
bringing out the greatest aids ever furnished 
the shorthand profession. This will go far 
towards making shorthand a practicable sub- 
ject of instruction in the schools." 



Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union Square, 
New York, have recently awarded the Certi- 
ficate of Proficiency for teachers of the Isaac 
Pitman phonography in the United States 
and Canada, to the following successful can- 
didates : Miss Maude M. Lucas, Sarnia, Out. , 
and Miss Alice I. White, Aylmer, Ont. In 
the hands of a teacher this diploma is sig- 
nificant of thorough ability to teach, and we 
recommend teachers to write for particulars 
to Messrs. I^itman & Sons. 



The Phonetic Journal says: "Mr. J. W. 
Cairns, a young gentlemen leaving Dundee 
to fill an important appointment in Manilla, 
was prior to liis departure, under Mr. Paton's 
care for five days, with the view of getting 
such a trrounding in Phonography as would 
enable him to successfully contmue the study 
by himself. After only four day's tuition, 
Mr. Cairns competed successfully for Pit- 
man's Theory Certificate, thus establishing a 
record, and furnishing a striking testimonial 
to the quality of instruction provided at the 
School." 

The use of Pitman's Shorthand for adver- 
tising purposes is increasing. A bold pho- 
nographic inscription relative to the Harms- 
worth publications appeared in the London 
Daily Mail of 15th February. 



Replying to a correspondent Pitinan^s 
Shorthand Weekly. — The highest shorthand 
speeds for which Pitman Shorthand Certifi- 
cates have been awarded were as under : 240 
words, Mr. H. Toothill, Leeds ; 250 words, 
Mr. G. W. Bunbury, Dublin. The above were 
on ten minutes' tests. On one minute tests 



higher rates have been achieved by the above 
and other phonog^aphers in this country and 
America. 

^ ^ t 

3iey to Ssaae S^itman S^honograpky, 

It would be an imperfect record of your 
career if one omitted reference to your ser- 
vices in the cause of sanitation. Will you 
tell me a little about your work in this 
direction ? 

In 1866 I commenced a crusade against 
the London hospitals, and pointed out that 
the sanitary state of many of them was un- 
satisfactory in the extreme. St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital was then in a discreditable 
condition, its out-patients department over- 
crowded, and the assistant physicians over- 
worked. Nurses slept in the wards, or in 
places unfit for human beings. The condi- 
tion of other hospitals was hardly* better in 
any degree. At Charing Cross Hospital I got 
a special committee appointed to inquire 
into the general internal condition of the 
hospital. 

Then as to your interest in the blind ? 

The educational training of the blind and 
deaf mute I have most earnestly advocated in 
the Press for half a century. With regard to 
the munificent bequest (;^300,000) of the late 
Mr. Gardner, I protested against the proposed 
erection of a grand building as an asylum for 
the blind. I urged that, as a rule, such build- 
ings utterly failed in fulfilling the objects for 
which they were established. Thus it came 
about that the whole of the fund has been 
devoted to the better purpose of affording 
help to the more deserving among the aged, 
and assisting in the education of the young 
and converting them into useful members of 
society. The Milton Society, for assisting 
the adult blind in their technical education 
at home and in "reading," was chiefly 
owing to my efforts, and has been, I am 
thankful to say, a complete success. I very 
strongly advocated the boarding-out of pauper 
children — pointing out the dangers to health 
and morals of aggregating them in large 
asylums. 

As regards other public questions in which 
you have labored ? 

I took great interest in the movement 
made by a society to improve artisans' 
dwellings. 



4« Isfiac Pitman's Complete PhonojsTaphic Instructor, 250 pp., $1.50 ; n PhonoCTaphic Dictionary, with the 
shorthand forms for 60,000 words, ji.'^o; Business Correspondence, Nos. i and 2, each, accents. Spanish 
Phouojfraphv, lui pages, $j.cx). Published by Isaac Pitman & Sous, 33 Union Square, New York. 
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\b Taaght by CHAS. T. PLATT, 

epartment of Hartford Business College^ Hartford^ Conn* 



Principal of Slmrthand Departme 

also Author of ^itmanic Shofthand Instructor, 



ff 



€k9 %nited States ^presentation at the 
Smarts Sxposition, 

THE exact amount appropriated by Con- 
gress to meet the expenses of the 
United States representation at the Exposi- 
tion is |i, 2 10,000, of which |2oo,ooo is for 
buildings, $150,000 is especially assigned to 
the agrricultural department and $60,000 for 
the payment of jurors, which leaves $800,000 
for general expenses. * * * * 

The central building of the United States 
section will be about loo feet square and 100 
feet high and cost $100,000. It is not intended 
for exhibits, but as a headquarters for the 
commissioner and exhibitors, and for the 
comfort of American visitors, like the Ger- 
man, French and British buildings at the 
World's Fair. It will stand on the bank of 
the Seine, with a landing, and all the river 
steamers will stop there. There will bean 
imposing dome with an American eagle 
standing upon the universe. In the center 
of the rotunda will be an equestrian statue of 
Washington. About $50,000 will be spent for 
an agricultural annex, connected by colon- 
nades with the American section of the main 
-exhibit building, so that visitors can pass 
from one to the other without going out 
<loors. 

There will also be an annex to the manu- 
facturers' building especially for the exhibi- 
tion of newspaper and printing presses. The 
forestry exhibit will be placed in another 
annex, and a special building will be erected 
for the use of the weather bureau. * ♦ * 

A great many who intend to send exhibits 
will be disappointed, because not more than 
10 per cent of those already offered will be 
accepted. For the first time in our history' 
the American exhibit at a foreign exhibition 
will be based upon the judgment of experts 
and not upon the enterprise of exhibitors. 



Every manufacturer and producer in the 

country, everybody who owns anything of 

interest, is encouraged to offer it, but each 

chief of department has been assigned a 
limited area of space, and under an arbitrary 
rule can select only such articles as in his 
judgment will reflect the greatest credit upon 
this nation. If Commissioner-General Peck 
could have obtained all the space he wanted 
he would have been glad to accommodate 
everybody, but that is now impossible, and 
the exhil>its will be selected with the greatest 
care and deliberation. He says political in- 
fluence will not make the slightest difference 
and exhibitors are especially warned against 
agencies and attorneys who are advertising 
their ability to obtain space and look after^ 
exhibits. The commissioner-general asks 
would-l)e exhibitors to communicate directly 
with the chiefs of departments. 



The largest amount of space will be g^ven 
to machinery and electrical apparatus, under 
the direction of F. E. Drake of Chicago. The 
American electrical companies expect to 
furnish nioct of the light and power used 
throughout the exposition from plants es- 
pecially constructed for that purpose. The 
exhibit of second importance will be that of 
agriculture, under Secretary Wilson's per- 
sonal direction, with Charles Richard Dcxlge 
as chief. The exhibit will be collected and 
displayed with a view to extending our ex- 
port trade in farm products, but a large space 
will be assigned to the manufacturers of im- 
plements and farm machiner}*. There will 
be a corn kitchen in the annex, where all 
forms of food from corn will be cooked and 
sold, or given to the public if that is found 
practicable. 

The other important departments will be 
mines and mining and transportation and 
railway supplies under the directon of Fred 
Skiff and Willard Smith of Chicago, who had 
those branches at the World's Fair, and 
know their business better than any other 
men in the world. 

Mr. Peck expects to astonish the crities by 
a fine-art exhibit under the direction of John 
B. Caulwell of New York, and one that every 
American will be proud of in comparison 
with those from the countries of Europe. 

— IVm. E. Curtis, in the Chicafro Record. 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



93 



BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 
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(Babelsberger-IRicbtet department 

Gmdtidedby 

DR. RUDOLF TOMBO, No. 2 Ridge Place, New Yoet 

President Gabelsberger Shorthand Society* 



Corre$ponding Style. 

Dear Sir :— 

We can fully appreciate the surprise and 
annoyance you must have experienced at the 
non-payment of your draft on us. This un- 
pleasant occurrence was the result of circum- 
stances over which we had no control. Our 
Mr. John Farquhar is absent from the city on 
business, and on the 7th inst., the day the 
draft was presented, the writer of this was 
summoned early in the day to the bedside of 
his wife, suddenly taken seriously ill, and 
he was unable to return to the office the 
remainder of the day. There being no one to 
sign a check for the amount, the draft was 
protested, and on its way back to you before 
we could redeem it. Please inform us what 
charges have been incurred and we will for- 
ward check to cover the whole by return mail. 

With our earnest apologies we are, 
Yours respectfully, 
^ ^ ^ 

Sleporting Style. 

Extract front an oration delivered by 
SethLotv, President 0/ Columbia University ^ 
at Philadelphia, February 22nd ^ i8gg. 

*' The mechanical skill and ready efficiency 
so characteristic of the American told with 
overwhelming effect in the overthrow of the 
enemy. 

" I wish it could be also said that the 
American genius for organization and for 
business had displayed itself during the war 
to equal advantage. In the navy it did. In 
the army it did not. It must in all candor be 
admitted that the task of the War Department 
was much the heavier. It had to multiply 
the army tenfold, and it had to do quickly on 
a large scale what it had only been in the 
habit of doing slowly and on a small scale. 

'* But it is precisely under such circum- 
stances that genius shows, and we are obliged 
to admit that on the side of the War Depart- 
ment the genius that has made our railroads 



the most effective in the world, the genius 
that is enabling our manufacturers to conquer 
the markets of the world, was not forthcom- 
ing. The Santiago campaign of the army 
was splendidly and brilliantly successful, and 
if the war had lasted longer I dare say we 
should have had a better criterion than we 
have now by which to judge how much of 
the dreadful suffering in camp and in the 
field is inseparable from war at the very best. 

"Undoubtedly the United States should, 
and undoubtedly we shall, give to the natives 
of the Philippines as great a measure of self- 
government as they are capable of exercising, 
but we could not, in justice to civilization, 
assume, in our treaty with Spain, a capacity 
for civilized government on the part of the 
natives which has never been shown to 
exist. 

•* We can give them undoubtedly many of 
the things that we ourselves value most 
highly. We can give them free schools and 
free speech : freedom to worship God accord- 
ing to their own conscience, and equality 
before the law. We can give to them, if we 
will, the opportunities that are born of a 
stable government, justly and equitably ad- 
ministered, and certainly we can and we 
should develop everywhere the capacity for 
self-government up to the utmost limit of 
possibility. 

" I have not the slightest doubt that these 
are the things which the American people as 
a whole intend to do for these islands which 
have come so unexpectedly under our in- 
fluence. Neither have I any doubt that the 
most self-sacrificing efforts will be made by 
multitudes of our people to give both to 
Puerto Rico and the Philippines, as well as 
to Cuba, of the very best that we have." 



NOTB.— The pamphlet, "The New Era of Pho- 
nography," as well as the circular, " A Practical 
I,esson iu Graphic Shorthand " explain the general 
principles of Gabelsberger system. I shall be pleased 
to furnish these publications free of charge to any 
reader of Thb Strnoqraphbr who wishes to form 
an idea of the system. — Dr. R. Tombo. 
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fftc1kee'8 flew Stanbarb Sbortbanb 

H)epattment. 

Condttded by 
L. L RcKEE, No. 617 JUlain Street, Buffalo^ N« Y. 



♦^j(^EFORE anyone has opportunity to 

JXj call our attention to the error in out- 
^^^^ lining the word proficient in the 
plate given this month, we will mention it 
ourselves. We did not discover that the 
word was written out in full until too late to 
make correction. It is such an easy matter 
to wTite out in full it is sometimes done 
almost unconsciously, as in this case. The 
outline for proficient in the textbook is pro- 
fishun, crossing the consonant stroke for 
shun after vowel. 



T>ROF. A. G. BELDING, Supt. Comnier- 

cial Department, Passaic, N. J. High 
School, asks why we do not have two pages 
of shorthand in The Stenographer with- 
out a key to same ? We are pleased to know 
that the shorthand work is desired by our 
teachers and appreciated, and possibly we 
might comply with requests for more short- 
hand, but to give it without a transcript 
would hardly be just to readers of The Ste- 
nographer who are not familiar with the 
system. We herewith thank Prof. Belding 
for the practical proof of his appreciation 
of the McKee Department by sending a 
large list of subscribers for The Stenogra- 
pher. We hope to have something from his 
pen for publication in our Department. 



A COMMUNICATION from C. L. Ham- 
-^^ mock, L. L. B., Sioux City, Iowa, is to 
the effect that he has introduced McKee's 
New Standard Shorthand into the High 
School there, with a large class to begin 
with and fine prospects for a much larger 
class. We wish Prof. Hammock and his 
pupils complete success. 



TT7E asked Prof. W. H. Patrick, Pres. 

^^ Patrick's Bus. College, York, Pa., for 
an article to our Department, and he replied 
that he could not write for publication ; 
nevertheless he did write a fine testimonial 
for our system of shorthand and we trust he 
will not be displeased to see it in print. 

** My estimation of McKee 's New Standard 
Shorthand is such that I could subscribe my- 
self to the most ultra kind of a statement 
almost. It is just what you claim for it. It 



has been in constant use in my school for 
more than five years, and nine-tenths of the 
stenographers employed hereabouts were 
trained in this system. Many who were dis- 
appointed and discouraged with other sys- 
tems have taken up the New Standard and 
made telling progress. It is in my school to 
stay. 



i> 



A TWO-CENT stamp will bring Chart and 

"^^ descriptive circulars of system and 
Mail Lesson Course. Price of text-book 
$i.6o postpaid. McKee Publishing Co., 617 
Main St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

* ^ * 

3Cey to 3fle3iee*8 DCew Standard 

Shorthand. 



ACQUIRING SPEED. 



J' f OW shall I ever attain speed ? How shall 
Jj I ever be able to write shorthand with 
^- sufficient speed to report a speech or 
sermon or take testimony in a court room ? 
Such are the questions which almost every 
shorthand writer at some period in his career 
asks himself. 

Shorthand is of no practical use until it 
can be written at a fair rate of speed, and the 
question now arises : How can speed be at- 
tained? The .secret of your success may be 
expressed in the two words: *' learn cor- 
rectly." If you have learned correctly you 
will have little trouble in becoming pro- 
ficient. From the very beginning of the 
study of shorthand learn to write everything 
accurately. Write every word with care and 
as near as possible like its graven image in 
the textbook. Read everything you write. 
Do not entertain the idea that with a few 
days practice you should be able to write one 
hundred words per minute. Remember that 
shorthand is not acquired in a week or in a 
month. Those who stand at the head to-day 
as shorthand writers became such by hard 
work, perseverance and — 
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McKEE'S NEW STANDARD SHORTHAND. 

Acquiring Speed. 
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The Duties and Qualifications of the 

Congressional Reporter, 

An AcJdress delivered by request before the National Educational Association, 
by David Wolfe Brown, Oflficial Reporter, U. S. House of Representatives. 




(Continued from February Number). 



"JIVeNSIONS, with their discussion of the 
11^ wars out of which the pensions 
arose ; the law of copyrights and 
patents, etc., etc. — I must take refuge in 
'* etc." for why should I try to enumerate sub- 
jects which are innumerable? Is there, 
indeed, any topic of "contemporaneous 
human interest" that may not become the 
theme of the representative's voice, and 
therefore the theme of the reporter's pien ? 



Stow Siusiness S% 3)one, 

AND how are these subjects discussed? 
Not in dry, prolix essays, such as might 
be read from a college professor's desk, but 
generally in that direct, business-like, un- 
ceremonious way which might be expected 
from representatives of a practical, plain- 
dealing people. The theoretical ideal of a 
legislative body is an assemblage whose 
members unless engaged in voting, or in 
making formal and stately speeches, sit mute 
at their desks hour after hour, listening with 
more than the patience of martyrs to the 
reading of bills or amendments and the 
utterance of long-winded harangues. But the 
American House of Representatives does not 
in practice conform — indeed no body of 
wide-awake, bustling Amencanscan be made 
to conform — to any such schoolboy routine. 
If the member who ** holds the floor '* or the 
subject which he discusses does not interest 
his fellow-members, no human power can 
compel them to listen, or even to sit silent. 
When on the other hand they are eager to 
hear, this eagerness cannot be thwarted ; and 
if from any cause ( inaudible utterance, bad 
acoustic arrangement, or any thing else) they 
cannot hear at their desks, they will inevit- 
ably drift to some other point in the Hall 
where they can hear ; and from that point 

Continued 



(though hiiddled together till they present 
somewhat the aspect of a **mob") they 
cannot be driven except for a few moments, 
even by the stern announcement of the Chair, 
(emphasized by the hammering of the gavel), 
' ' The House will come to order, and mem- 
bers will resume their seats." 

S)isorder a SZormal Condition. 

T^ECESSARILY a body like this is from 
the ordinary' point of view disorderly. 
Sometimes it is disorderly because the ques- 
tion before the House arouses no general 
interest, and hence the buzz of private con- 
versation competes with the monotonous 
reading of bills and amendments, or the 
delivery of dull speeches. At other times the 
body is disorderly, not from lack of interest 
in the proceedings, but because interest is 
intense ; for intense interest is very rarely an 
absolutely silent interest. At times this body 
is more than disorderly ; it is turbulent. Now 
and again partisan or personal questions stir 
it to fever heat. Some anger-kindling word 
or phrase is flung from one side to the other. 
Perhaps one infuriated member gives another 
•'the lie direct." A hundred men are in- 
stantly on their feet. Thirty or forty excited 
Representatives are shouting at once. The 
parliamentary gladiators of the contending 
sides indulge in the bitterest reproaches or 
retorts. And sometimes the battle is more 
than a battle of words. Frequently the par- 
liamentary storm is too fierce to be quelled 
by the voice of the presiding ofiicer. Indeed 
his voice is scarcely audible amid the uproar. 
To allay the tumult, the Sergeant-at-arms is 
appealed to, and bearing that symbol of the 
House's authority, the mace (only a symbol 
at present, but a potent one) he rushes into 
the midst of the melee, and order is once 
more restored. 

on folio 100). 
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SHORTHAND NOTES BY DAVID WOLFE BROWN. 
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(Continued from folio 98) 

This body with its heterogeneous member- 
ship, its marvelous range of subjects, its 
varied styles of expression and modes of 
thought, its habitually informal and even 
disorderly methods of doing business, its 
occasional scenes of turbulence, is the body 
whose proceedings the Congressional Re- 
porter is expected to take down with flawless 
accuracy. The difficulties of the task stand 
out in bold relief and need no coloring. 

Stenographic 3)iffieuUie%. 

THIRST, there are the difficulties purely 
stenographic. As to mere rapidity of 
utterance, it is but reasonable to expect that 
some of the speediest speakers from different 
parts of the Union should find their way, as 
in fact they do, to the National Councils. But 
the set speech, rapidly spoken though it may 
be, is not the touchstone of the Congressional 
Reporter's skill. A. severer test comes in 
the earnest and often excited colloquies — 
as rapid as the most rapid colloquies of the 
courtroom, but more perplexing, because 
these Congressional colloquies are not merely 
between lawyer and witness, but are partici- 
pated in by perhaps a dozen eager and pos- 
sibly angry disputants, speaking from scat- 
tered parts of the Hall. 

3)ifficulties of Siearing. 

'TpHE Congressional Reporter's peculiar 
difficulties of hearing, you have already 
surmised. The confusion on the floor of the 
House is often — 

(To be continued.) 

3^utth%, 

A/fR. Eugene \V. Bulber, of New Orleans, 

La., sends us the following : 
No. I. Eccentric Diawotid. 

Centre word read downwards is the name 
of a typewriter. 

Centre word read across is second half of 
name of a typewriter. 

I. A letter. 2. Obsolete form of "lace." 
3. Third person singular of to condemn. 4. 
(Centre word.) 5. Name of a typewriter. 6. 
An insect. 7. A letter. 
Read upwards : — 



I . A letter. 2. Shorthand outline of word 
denoting string. 3. Pertaining to an open 
space. 4. (Centre word). 5. The name of 
one of the Zodiacal constellations. 6. Short- 
hand orthography for a common suffix often 
added to adjectives to form nouns. 7. A 
letter. 
No. 2. Acrostic and Curtailed Puzzle, 

I. The name of a *' modifier " of the Pit- 
man system ; well-known in the New Eng- 
land States. 2. An ever-green shrub. 3. A 
measure for paper. 4. N^me given to short- 
hand characters of a word. 5. Shorthand 
author. Primals and finals form the names 
of two shorthand systems. 

We will publish the names and addresses 
of all subscribers sending in correct solutions 
of the above, and to subscribers enclosing 25 
cents, to pay postage and wrapping, we will 
send a copy of *' How She Earned It," or, for 
15 cents, we will send a copy of "Gram- 
matical Cautions," by James F. Willis, or, 
for 10 cents, a copy of ** Words Correctly 
Spoken," or, *' Rixler's Manual." 

Sieeeioed, 

II^ROM Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union 
Square, New York City, samples of their 
Reporters* Note-book No. 6, 240 pages, suit- 
able for pen or pencil ; elastic Ixjund (back), 
in stiff board covers which open flat^ at the 
sides or top ; size, 4*^x7^ i"- ; price 20 cts. 
The paper is of good quality, and beings;/- 
ruled ^ may be used lengthwise (opening at 
sides) or crosswise (opening at top). Mes.srs. 
Pitman & Sons deserve the thanks of the 
profession for their efforts to meet the demand 
for variety of note-books growing out of the 
diversified notions of stenographers on that 
subject. 

A copy of the printed proceedings of the 

-^^ first annual convention of the Interna- 
tional Association of Stenographers, held at 
Asbury Park, N. J., August 3rd and 4th, 1S98, 
42 pp., price 15 cents, compiled by the presi- 
dent W. Philip Steinhaeuser, Allentown, Pa. 
The pamphlet also contains cuts of the officers 
and honorarv members of the associations 
and places of meeting. 



Thk BaTTi^k of Life. A love story by Chas. 
Dickens, printed in the Corresponding 
style of Pitman's shorthand. 130 pages, 
paper, 35 cents. 
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OUR SHORTHAND LESSONS. 

d. Stkr. a l.irge loop, called ster, about two-t lirds the lengtli of the stem, and 
a little wider than steh, may represent the sound of R added to the steh-loop. 

Ster-Loop Consonant Stem Signs. 

P-ster, B-ster, T-ster, D-ster, Cha-ster, J-ster, K-ster, G-ster, F-ster, V-ster, iTh- 
ster,Th-ster, S-ster, Z-ster, Sli-ster, Zh-ster, La-ster, R-ster, Ra-ster, M-ster, eMp-ster, 
iNg-ster, W-ster, Y-ster, H-ster. 

e. /ss may be added to either of the loops, or to ses, to represent an additional, 
final S or Z sound. It 's made by extending the circle or loop so as to form a circle 
on the l>ack of the stem. It is used in forming the plurals of nouns already ending in 
a circle or loop, and in many other cases. s-P-ses, P-s, P-st, P-sts, P-ses-s, P-ster-s, 
s-F-ses, F-steh-s, F-ster-s. 

V) \> \> ^ V) ^ Q? ^•^x 

/. The above tables show how the circles and loops are joined to stems, when 
standing alone. When written between stems, the rule is that the circle may be 
turned on that side of the connecting stems which is most convenient for the writer. 
This, it will be found, is, between straight stems which form an angle, on the outside 
of the angle, and, between a straight and a curved stem, on the inside of the curve ; 
between two curved stems, generally, on the inside of the first curve, but sometimes 
on the back of the first curve, as F-s-La-T, N-s-La-J, PsP, PsT, PsCh, PsK, PsF, 
PsTh, PsS, PsSh, PsLa, PsL, PsR, PsRa, Psm, PsN, PsHa. 

g. Weh. a small half circle, opening to the right, called wek ; or opening to 
the left, called wuh, may represent the sound of Wa, at the beginning of many words 
and syllables. IVeh or wuh should be used, as is most convenient. Prefixed to La, 
Ra, M. and N, this brief sign forms a small hook, called the small way-hook ; before 
the other stems, it should be joined at an angle. 

h. SwEH. When a word or syllable begins with the sound of S, followed by that 
of Wa, both may be shown by writing the Iss circle distinctly within the weh, Tvuh, or 
brief wa-hook. Before M, eMp, and La, some wr'ters prefer to write sWa. 

Brief Weh or Wuh Stem Signs. 

wP, wB, wT, wD, wCh, wj, wK, wG, wF, wV, wiTh, wThe, Wa-s ( brief iss has the 
preference ) Wa-z, wiSh, wZhe. ( Brief wa-hook signs are named as follows ) : weL, 
weR, weM, weN, wNg, wMp, Wa-Ha. swP, swT, swCh, swK, swF, swTh. 



i. Yeh. a small half circle opening: upwards, called yeh, or opening downwards, 
called yuh, may represent the sound of Ya, at the beginning of many words and syl- 
lables. 
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Bnef Yeh or Yuh Stem Signs. 

yP, yB, yT, yD. yCh. yj, yK, yG, yF, yV, yiTh, yllie, Ya-s, Ya-z, ySh, yZhe. yLa. 
yR, yRa, yM, yeMp, yN, yNg. 

J. Heh. a small tick, called Ae/t, struck in the direction of Cha and sometimes 
of Ra, may represent the sound of Ha at the beginning of many words and syllables. 
The dot, calle J hu/i, may also be written before any vowel or diphthong to indicate a 
preceding Ha sound. 

^. Ed. a small tick, called ed, struck in the direction that will form the sharpest 
angle, may be written at the end of any shortetied or lengthened stem, or after a sieh 
or ster loop, to repressnt t!ie added sound of ed^ d^ or /. It is used to indicate the 
past tense of verbs, and in many other cises enables us to retain the form of the primi- 
tive root in derivative words. 

Heh-Tick Stem Signs. 

hP, hB, hT, hD, hCh, hj, hK, hG, hF, hV, hiTh, hThe, Ha-s, hZ, hSh, hZh, 
hLa, hL, hR, hRa, hM, heMp, hN, hNg, hWa. Pst-ed, Pster-d. 



117.7z^..4„v\.ix../.i^^;ta:.:^.>.fc..-s^^:>A.:^, 
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These brfef signs add very much to our power of condensing the oudines of words, 
and they should be fully mastered by the student. Like all brief signs, they have cer- 
tain limitations, the principal of which is that they cannot be used at the beginning of 
a word which has an initial vowel sound, or at the end of a word which has a final 
vow^el sound. 

19. Brief Consonant and Vowel Word Signs. 

There are a number of words in the language which are of such frequent occur- 
rence that it is found useful to represent them by an abbreviation. For this purpose 
each of tlie brief consonant signs, and the vowel ticks and dots are employed, writing 
them in the first, second and third positions, and the words represented by each must 
be most carefully memorized, and practiced upon, until the sign shall always bring to 
mind the word, and the hearing of the word recall the sign. 

(if 5t^s ..... selves O^ i^WJ^r^ V ^^' — • • tfir.^-fi- if^^if >.. J- • <^^-^> • ^iM^l^f^. ^ \ 

20. Simple Stem Consonant Word Signs. 

Nearly every simple stem consonant has, also, been appropriated to the represen- 
tation of some frequently recurring word, which must be well memorized. The same 
stem mav also stand for some other word or words, written in full, but the intelligent 
student will not be troubled to decide by the sense which is intended. 

(To be continued.) 
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** In Things E^Mntlat. Unity ; in Things Douhtful, Liberty; In All Things. Charity." 
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PHILADELPHIA, MAY, 1899. 

S^r. Stock well and **%Jhe American System." 
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Department of the Interior, 

BUREAU OF EDUCATION. 

Washington, D. C, Jan. 24, 1899. 

Mr. J. E. RocKWELi*, 

U. S. National Museum, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Rockwei<l : 

Your letter of the 23d instant is received. 
I am sorry to learn, through reading a copy 
of your letter to Mr. Gorgas, that you have 
been annoyed by accusations and insinuations 
charging or implying, that you were in some 
way connected as author of the statement on 
page 937 of the Annual Report of this Bureau 
for i887-'88, prepared under the adminis- 
tration of my predecessor, Colonel N. H. R. 
Dawson, Commissioner of Education from 
August 6th, 1886, to September 3d, 1889, the 
statement there being made in the following 
words : " A number of systems are taught, 
but that of Benn Pitman is more generally 
used than any other in this country, and may 
be called the 'American System.'" The 
series of accusations and insinuations to your 
injury, though doubtless made by honest 
persons, works a cruel injustice towards you, 
for from the time of your transfer from this 
Bureau and promotion to the Patent Office in 
1884 up to the present date I am certain that 
you have never prepared a single page of copy 
for the Annual Report of this Bureau. Between 
1881 and 1884 at the time you were connected 
with this Bureau as stenographer for General 
Baton you prepared what is called a Circular 
of Information containing statistics which you 



collected regarding the study of shorthand in 
the several business colleges of the United 
States. This was issued from the Bureau in 
1884. Colonel Dawson's last Report, that for 
1 887- '88, was placed in the hands of the 
printer before I entered upon the duties of 
tliis Office. The proofs were read on it and 
upon the completion of its printing the edition 
was sent out through the mails in 1890 as a 
matter of routine without any special atten- 
tion from me. It was the Report of my pre- 
decessor and I was not responsible for it. 

Some time later I was astonished to see in 
the newspapers something purporting to be a 
quotation from the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion to the effect that the Benn Pitman system 
may be called the "American System." I 
made an inquiry into the truth of this state- 
ment and as a result discovered the passage, 
to which I have referred above, on page 927 
of the Report for i887-'88, here in question. 
Further inquiry resulted in getting the in- 
formation from Mr. Addis (then and now a 
valued clerk of this Bureau) to the effect that 
Chapter XVI, on commercial and business 
colleges, was prepared in whole or in part by 
Mr. Richard H. Gorgas, a clerk from Alabama 
appointed at the recommendation of Com- 
missioner Dawson on December i, 1886, and 
who was employed in this Bureau with the 
exception of a short interval up to July 18, 
1889, two months before I became connected 
with the Bureau myself. Mr. Addis remem- 
bered that Mr. Gorgas had on one occasion 
applied to him for information as to what 
system of shorthand could be called the 
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•• American System '* and he, Mr. Addis, had 
'replied to the effect that on the whole he 
thought that the Benn Pitman system might 
deserve that designation. Putting together 
the recollection of Mr. Addis with the 
sentence as it is found in the article prepared 
' by Mr. Gorgas it seems clear that it appeared 
to Mr. Gorgas that it lyould be a matter 
. of interest to the public to know the 
name of the author of the prevailing sys- 
tem in the United States, and not being 
certain of his own knowledge, questioned a 
fellow clerk and made this use of the reply. 
I confess that personally I was not well satis- 
fied with the statement that the Benn Pitman 
system is the American system, having my- 
self been interested for nearly forty years in 
shorthand systems and having learned first 
the system of Isaac Pitman through the text- 
books published by Andrews & Boyle, of New 
York. I had later (say about 1850) come to 
be acquainted with Andrew J. Graham's 
" Universal Phonographer *' and had become 
much interested in his devices for rapid writ- 
ing. I believed then and I believe now that 
Andrew J. Graham invented more devices for 
very rapid shorthand than any one else in 
America or perhaps in the world, but I do 
not sympathize wntli my friend, Andrew J. 
Graham, in his claims for an " American sys- 
tem of phonography,'* believing that the 
work of Isaac Pitman, in the first invention 
of the system and subsequent improvement 
of it, had entitled him to a place solitary and 
alone in the invention of phonography. I 
honored and esteemed Benn Pitman, the 
brother of Isaac, for his very useful text- 
books and magazine of phonography and for 
his success as a teacher. I did not and do 
not think that any American phonographer 
has improved Isaac Pitman's phonography to 
an extent that will entitle his system to be 
called the " American system " although as I 
have above intimated, I give Graham the first 
rank among many who have varied from 
Isaac Pitman. 

Your only employment by the Commis- 
sioner of Education after 1884 commenced in 
1890 when you undertook at my suggestion 
to collect the statistics of the teaching of 
shorthand anew in order to bring out a 
second edition of the circular above alluded 
to as issued in 1884. I can not find that 
either in the first edition or the second 
edition of that circular you have used lan- 



guage anywhere committing the Bureau or 
yourself to any opinion as to which system 
of shorthand is the best, still less as to which 
is the "American system." It is evident 
enough from the statistical returns that there 
are many systems used in the United States. 
Of course it does not follow from the fact 
that one system is used more tlian another 
that it is in reality the best system ; accord- 
ing to human experience it is seldom that the 
best things are the most popular. On the 
other hand it would not do to say because 
a system is the most popular that it is not 
the best. 

I have tried in this letter to give an explicit 
statement of the facts that are pertinent to 
the charges and insinuations which have an- 
noyed you so much. I have been particular 
to state my own opinions and prejudices in 
the matter in order to make it clear that I 
would not knowingly have permitted any 
one to make the statement written by Mr. 
Gorgas in his comments on the statistics of 
shorthand in the commercial colleges. To 
do you complete justice I never heard, in the 
many conversations that we have had touch- 
ing shorthand, any remark that would con- 
vince me that you held the system of Benn 
Pitman in high personal regard. Your whole 
manner of writing and speaking is far re- 
moved from the introduction of obtrusive 
personalities or of individual opinions and 
any one who knows you would be certain 
that you could never have written such a 
paragraph as the one quoted from the Report 
of 1 887- '88. 

Hoping that the publication of this letter 
may help set the matter right and relieve you 
of further annoyance, I am, 

W. T. Harris, 

Commissioner. 
^ 9 ^ 

The Handy Copy Holder for holding the 
stenographer's notebook in a convenient 
position for copying from, is one of the most 
useful of the many devices every presejited. 
See advertisement in this number of The 
Stenographer. 

Not quite persuaded. — *' We like the idea 
of simplified spelling," says the editor of the 
Perkins Junction Palladium. " but we don't 
think we could ever become used to writing 
it. * He wawkt down the ile, leeving the trax 
of his larj and muddee shuze on the fiore. 
The marx ar vizzib'l yet. ' " — Chicago 
Tribune. 



ilitor, >t Jobsatowu, N. 1 



Sentiontng Official Stenograpfitn. 



M6 R. Timothy E. Bigelo 
t official court reporte 
t Brooklyn, N. 

paper read last August 
before tlie N. Y. S. S. 
A..' coDteiided for the 
enactment of a law for tlie Stale to pension 
official stenograph era. after a faithful service 
of twenty years in a court of record, retiring 
them upon half pay. He argued that the 
State had already made similar provision for 
policemen and firemen, the perfonnance of 
whose work is not more constant or any 
more faithful than that of the official court 
reporter. Mr. Bigelow urged that such a 
law would be a wise precedent to establish. 
as being some kind of a reward or recognition 
for faithfulness, the possibility of losing it 
-would comgrel the stenographer to retider to 
the State the most worthy service of which 
be is capable. 

On the same occasion. Mr, Charles H. 
Requa, also an official court reporter of the 
same city, under the title of "Additional 
Reasons," strongly favored the proposed 
Uw. He first quoted the law of New York 
regarding the filing and preservation of 
original ateiiographic notes, which are thereby 
made a part of the proceedings in a case and 
-which " must be carefully preserved by the 
stenographer for two years after the trial or 
hearing " when they may be destroyed, Mr. 
Requa then continues : " He must likewise, 
upon request, make with all reasonable dili- 
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gencc a copy or transcript. • • » How is he 
going to make a transcript if he is out of office 
and out of the jurisdiction of the court ? • * • 
Suppose he is engaged in some more remuner- 
ative work than (en cents a folio ; must he drop 
everything and wait around till his term of 
two years is up to see if he is goiug to tie 
wanted ? He must ' preserve notes for pur- 
pose of transcription if necessary." Any 
litigant or part3' has a right to a transcript, 
and his right should not be jeopardized or 
destroyed by allowing the severed official to 
go where he pleases. • • • This act would 
guarantee that right by compelling the ste- 
nographer to remain within the jurisdiction 
of the court and be get-at-able even if out of 
official position. Thr stenographs should 
be compelled lo remain tuithin the jurisdic- 
tion, or the provision requiring preservation 
of notes for two years is useless. If he is to 
remain within the jurisdiction so as to furnish 
transcript within the two years and complj 
with the provision already in the code, be 
should be paid. What other official • • • 
Is required by law to stand around for two 
years waiting to see if he is wanted ? None. 
Therefore, we aay • » • pay us for our 
attendance. 

" The passage of this act would do more to 
make vacancies than anything we can think 
of. Vacancies created means official po«i- 
tiona thrown open to many worthy and com- 
petent stenographers. It would also give the 
retiring official an opportunity to resign 
decently and retire in good order without 
having his head cut off by some judge hav- 
ing the desire aud the knife." 
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I am inclined to think a New York Legis- 
lative Committee would construe Brother 
Requa's remarks as Pickwickian. 

OdditUs. 

QUESTION to Juror : * ' That is, :^ou formed 
no opinion?** 
Juror : ** Not to my knowledge. No, sir, I 
did not.'* 

Question : ** When you form your own 
opinions, they are your opinions, are they 
not?** 

Juror : •* Of course ; they couldn't be no- 
body else's.'* 

A lawyer put the following question in a 
hurried cross-examination: '* Commencing 

with stub of check number , continuing 

for a large number of numbers f " 

In testifying to injuries received, a woman 
said she suffered from '\nervous prospera- 
tion,'* while her husband said she was sub- 
ject to ** nervous perspiration. 
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The reporter dictated to his typewriter girl: 
The salute was not fired *' for fear of killing 
the celebrants,*' and the girl thumped it out : 
" for fear of killing the silly bratt.'* 

The district attorney who dictated the words 
*' with force and arms** was astonished to 
find it rendered with '* fierce alarms.*' 

The stenographer dictated to his amanuen- 
sis " reporting the court martial,** and she 
turned it out phonetically and capitally 
*• Court Marshal." 



Heft Siand Court Steporters, 

H. W. Thorne, Esq., 

Johnstown, New York. 

Dear Sir : * * * '• Have you met with 
a stenographer or heard of any one who 
wields a pen or pencil in court reporting 
with the left hand? If not, do you know of 
any reason (from your own observation) that 
would tend to be detrimental to the selection 
of such a writer for that kind of work, even 
though his competency was not in question, 
— simply his left handedness? " 

[Answer. I have never known, or heard 
of, a court reporter who wrote exclusively 
with his left hand. I cannot conceive of any 



valid objection to such a reporter ; neither 
can I anticipate an}- reason that should pre- 
vent a person who writes stenography with 
but the left hand from becoming a court re- 
porter, assuming such person to possess every 
other qualification for that important post. 

I have a very distinct recollection of re- 
porting a *' daily-copy " murder case, along 
about 1883 ^^ '4« i" conjunction with a first- 
class law reporter who was ambidexterous in 
the use of the art stenographic. He used hi» 
left hand about as much as he did his right 

— H. W. T.] 



Who Were Uhey? 

A FRIEND, who sends the following, clip- 
ped, presumably, from a catalogue or 
list of books : 

** Report of the Debates and Proceedings- 
of the Convention for the revision of the 
Constitution of the State of New York, re- 
ported by William G. Bishop and William H. 
Athee. Large 8vo., sheep, folding diagram 
of Senate Chamber, Albany, 1846. I3.50.** 

Asks : *' Who can tell anything about these 
early men? Their names ought to be per- 
petuated anyway ? ** Some one of the pioneer 
stenographers of New York ought to know 
of the reporters of the constitutional conven- 
tion of '46. Any one who can shed any light 
on Messrs. Bishop or Athee, or either of them 
as stenographers, should communicate with 
the editor of this depcu-tment. 



£egal SSreoifies, 

IT has been recently decided by an Appellate 
Court in Vermont (State v. Brewster, 42 
L. R. A., 444) that the presence of a stenog- 
rapher ( for the State's Attorney ) in the grand- 
jury room, taking testimony of witnesses and 
transcribing the same, is not sufficient to 
abate an indictment, in the absence of any 
statutory provisions, or any prejudice to the 
person indicted. 

A bill was introduced iq the Connecticut 
Legislature fixing the per diem fees of City 
Court stenographers at 1 10.00, and transcript 
fees the same as in the Superior Court. 
Whether it has yet become a law, I know not. 

My attention is called to the fact that the 
bill referred to in last month's Stenog- 
rapher, page 62, first column, last item, was 
introduced in the Senate of Connecticut in- 
stead of New York. 
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3lote; 

Wm. F. Fitzgerald, that indefatigable and 
hustling stenographer of Schenectady, N. Y., 
has been reporting the Witberstine court 
martial trial at Albany, N. Y. Mr. F. also 
conducts a business school which he has re- 
cently enlarged by purchasing the entire out- 
fit of a rival establishment. 

Henry C. Lammert, 539 Bergen St., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., who has just completed his second 
term as the official stenographer of the New 
York Assembly, received the appointment of 
stenographer to the Mazet Investigating 
Committee, which is to ** Lexow " Greater 
New York. 

Every stenographer who retains the slight- 
est interest in the profession, should not fail 
to secure a copy of the proceedings of the 
New York SUte Association for 1898. The 
frontispiece is a full page cut of members 
and visitors present, their names being ap- 
pended. An abundance of good things is 
within its pages — from practical, every-day 
discussions to sentimental and humorous 
after-dinner speeches. The subjects of licens- 
ing stenographers, civil service examina- 
tions and many others are thoroughly con- 
sidered. Fifty cents forwarded to the secre- 
tary-treasurer, VVni. Arthur B. Cook, Drexel 
Building, N. Y., will secure a copy. 



JtppointmenU. 

Joseph Siegel, Jr., of Brooklyn, N. Y., to 
be typewriter and stenographer in the office of 
Water Supply Comm'r Dalton, at a salary of 
|8oo per annum. 

D. O. Smith, of Atlanta, Ga., to be official 
stenographer in Judge Calhoun's court. 

Charles F. Belser, of Greensburg, Ind., 
court stenographer for a new Indiana judicial 
circuit. Mr. B. served 18 years in a similar 
capacity in the Eighth Indiana Judicial Cir- 
cuit. 

John J. Sullivan, of Brooklyn, N. Y., em- 
ployed in the office of the President of Queens 
Borough, has passed the civil service exami- 
nation for stenographers— record, 94 per cent. 

Charles Christman, official stenographer, 
in the Adams Street Police Court, N. Y. 
City, has been receiving congratulations — 
iVsalitUegirl. 



It is claimed that the Missouri Supreme 
Court is behind in its business because the 
judges are not permitted stenographers. The 
judges not only draft, but actually copy, their 
own opinions. H. W. Thorne. 

^ ^ ^ 

Women's 3)epartment, 

(Continued from folio no.) 

. Miss Charlo'.te G. Davis, 261 Alexander 
St., Rochester, N. Y., has been appointed 
permanent stenographer in the post-office,, 
having obtained a rating in both stenogra> 
phy and typewriting ; of the 25 men and 
women who took the examination, the work 
of Miss Davis excelled. 

Almost until the moment of her recent 
death, the Baroness de Hirsch was able to- 
direct all her affairs unaided, except by 2^ 
force of secretaries and clerks. She was 
an indefatigable worker, and not infrequently 
spent a portion of her evening after dinner 
at her desk, writing or dictating letters or 
examining accounts or reports. 

The PhiladHphia Press says : * * The woman 
educated to business methods makes a true 
helpmeet ; and one good that must inevitably 
result from the evolution of the business 
woman is not so much to the advantage of the 
woman herself as to the business man. Such 
a woman has more respect for him, more 
regard, more sympathy ; and her personal 
knowledge and experience make her more 
lenient and considerate. In the capacity of 
a wife, she is certain to show such a keen 
consideration of the business members of the 
household as is undreamed of in the philoso- 
phy of the other kind of woman.'' 

Ida E. Turner. 
deceived. 

From Messrs. Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33. 
Union Square, New York : 

Pitman's Shorthand Reading Lessons, 
46 pages, vocalized, 20 cents. 

Key to same, 20 pages, 6 cents. 

Tai^es From Dickens, easy reporting style, 
'47 pAges, paper, 40 cents. 

Business Correspondence in Shorthand. 
In the Reporting style of Pitman's Short- 
hand. 100 pages. Paper, 35 cents. 

Pitman's French Course. Part I. Gram- 
mar to the end of the regular verbs, con- 
versational phrases and sentences, short 
stories, and French-English and English- 
French vocabularies. 94 pages. Paper». 
20 cents. 



Ohe Other Side. 




WHOLESALE c 
) detrimental to any class 
of wage earners, and we 
>uld say again that 
wliy steiiographen and 
especially typewriters, 
of all the vast army of 
women workers, are singled out for such " at- 
tention " in public is incomprehensible. It 
seems that "a ghoithastobe laid" quite fre- 
quently, for even the most extravagant state- 
ment that finda its way into print makes an 
impression quite prejudicial to the undeserv- 
ing. Therefore, if our profession ever gain 
the complete mastery and cause the spectre 
to walk no more, the world of feminine 
toilers will owe it a debt o( gratitude hard to 
pay. 

The writer whom we quoted last month, 
under " Unfair criticism," said : " If women 
get poor pay for their work, the reason is 
protably that they are, as a rule, incom- 
petent ; it is a universal complaint that it is 
so difficult as to be well nigh impossible to 
get a woman typewriter to do acceptable 
work." His first remark would lead us to 
suppose that the method of compensating 
typewriters is to have them do work and then 
pay them according to its excellence or 
errors ; now, we know this is not the system 
in vogue ; the plan adopted by critics of the 
ilk quoted is to give the work to the lowest 
bidder and then expect first-class results at 
low-class rates. We would, in justice, alter 
his statement to the following : the reason 
there are some incompetent woman workers, 
just as there are some incompetent men in 
the field, is that the pay is too poor to be an 



incentive to the best endeavor. Women are not 
" as a rule," incompetent; thousands of busi- 
ness offices can attest this, and most eloquent- 
ly. There will always be a few drones, men 
and women, among the busy bees, in all 
walks of usefulness, and yet no fair minded 
man will condemn a whole profession or the 
entire number of women workers on account 
of several isolated cases. He further speaks of 
a letter of five lines containing seven mis- 
takes, "besides the irritating impertinence 
of two proper names misspelled, and two 
addresses as 'Miss,' when, had the sender 
taken the trouble to read the letter she was 
answering, she would have seen that the cor- 
rect title was 'Mrs'." The belief of those of 
us who have had experience in writing is that 
the woman under criticism never saw the 
letter she was answering, much less had the 
proper names spelled for her ; we can also see 
in fancy the breakneck speed with which she 
was required to run ofT the letter, — particu- 
larly as it emanated from a New York news- 
paper office. Now. here is a quotation from 
the Chicago Times-Herald having to do 
with the typewriting of a genus homo ; and 
yet are any of us so unfair as to argue from 
this that men are incompetent, etc. : — " Men 
are by' no means perfect in the manipulating 
of that nerve teasing conspiracy commonly 
known as the typewriter ; a few days ago, in 
some work done by a lord of creation, I 
counted 133 mistakes in twelve pages of type- 
writing ; so there is hope for our sei after all." 
It is neither "difficult" nor "impossible" 
to get " a woman typewriter to do acceptable 
work." Of course, one's ideas of "acceptable 
work " may differ, but, under reasonable 
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no 



conditions, the rank and file of women type- 
writers will turn out work that will be credit- 
able .to the profession and satisfactory, if not 
to the hypercritical, then to the man of 
affairs, — in fact, to anyone who either does not 
•expect the impossible or has a clear conception 
•of what he requires. 



TDomen Who Slamdie SKone^. 



<i 



IN view of the hostility found in some 
* quarters to the employment of women 
in the public service at Washington, it is in- 
teresting to record the fact that superiority is 
the reason of the employment of many 
women. The first were employed by General 
Spinner because of the scarcity of men dur- 
ing the war ; but woman soon proved so deft 
at certain kinds of work that man could not 
replace her. So to-day there are certain lines 
of work in which women alone are employed 
— especially where money is handled. It is 
surprising that women are not employed as 
tellers or as assistant tellers in banks, for the 
Treasury has found that they count money 
-much more quickly and accurately than men 
can. They handle the money passing through 
the redemption division, and do the work 
more swiftly and thoroughly than men can 
or will. In fact, woman has made herself 
almost indispensable in the executive ser- 
vice. " — The Puritan. 



yissociations. 

npHOSE of our readers who are fondly look- 
" ing forward to a union in the interest of 
higher prices will be interested in the follow- 
ing letter which has been sent to each of the 
650 clubs in the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs : — 

** The Federation has become a vital part 
of the great historical movement of this cen- 
tury, and the work it has accomplished for 
the cause of education has made a permanent 
impression which will gather force as it con- 
tinues. In the light of recent events— notice- 
ably, the discharging of all women employees 
in the service of a great railway system in the 
West, and the attitude of labor unions toward 
wage-earning women— we must plainly see that 
the time has come for united action among 
women for women. A great struggle is going 
on in the labor world, and the working woman 



must play her part in all its phases and bear 
the burden of the result equally with the man. 
As an organization, the General Federation 
is- a powerful weapon to be wielded in behalf 
of this helpless and dependent class, . but in 
order to work effectively, we must study 
conditions, seek to know what is needed, and 
then strive to become helpful in discovering 
and applying the remedy for the wrong." 

Dlotes, S^ers0na/ and Otherwise, 

PNEUMATIC thimbles for typewriters and 
pianists are the latest devices for nerve 
economy. The incessant and regular pound- 
ing of the sensitive finger tips renders the 
owners of them nervous wrecks in a majority 
of cases, to say notlnng of callous and cracked 
finger ends and broken and split nails. The 
new thimbles are of rubber, coming in sets, 
according to the size of glove work, and are 
said not only to save the nerve shock, but 
also to increase the speed and strength of the 
stroke. 

Mrs. L. Webster, of 227 Normal Avenue, 
Buffalo, N. Y., stenographer for a prominent 
firm in that city, sustained severe injuries 
from a fall some weeks ago, in which she has 
the sympathy of a wide circle of friends. 

Mrs. Ethyl Comyns-Lewer, proprietor, 
editor and manager of a weekly pap>er, The 
Feathered Worlds was the first woman in 
London to do typewriting ; before she left 
that occupation, she had, with another young 
woman, built up a business employing many 
clerks. 

Do we stenographers realize what an op- 
portunity our shorthand affords for making 
notes of pa.ssing events, things worth remem- 
bering, gems of thought, and stray gleanings. 
Hawthorne's habit of "taking notes'* gave 
him most of the material for the books which 
have made him famous. As he did not un- 
derstand the winged art, and we, — well, we 
can carry the argument on indefinitely, so 
we shall let e&ch one finish as may suit her 
best! 

Miss Phila R. Baker, stenographer in the 
City Clerk's office, Rutland, Vt., has com- 
pleted the work of making a typewritten card 
index of all land records in that office, ranging 
in time from 1773 to date ; the number of 
cards is 70,396. 

(Continued on folio 108.) 



•W. C PARSAL, Ph. R, 
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(bould be addnaKd it 



fymt'AB, difference between 
^1 J fault finding is ttant the former re- 
^^ quires brains ; the latter, nothing 

but a disordered liver. — Learning by Doing. 

Most people eventually find the place in 
the world for which they are beat fitted ; but 
very few of them will admit it. 



1 saying that high school 
graduates know more at graduation than 
they ever do afterwards. It also seems to be 
tme that most shorthand students write 
faster at graduation than at any time after- 

The Chicago Daily News states that the 

demand for help in all lines of business in 
that city is better than it has been before for 
many years. The number of advertisements 
in the " Want " columns has doubled during 
the past year. 

Below are some sentences which were not 
written, as might be supposed, by careless 
students, but wliich appeared in print above 
the signatures of prominent teachers. Give 
them to your English classes, and see If they 
can correct the errors. The italics are my 

" Anyone desirous of becoming a good 
correspondent should cultivate the art of 
briefness ; that is to give expression to your 
thoughts in as few words as possible." 

"Rewrite your letter if necessary, but under 
no consideration allow it to leave your hands 
without it bears the irnptession Uiat it was 
constructed by a careful person." 

"Whenever anyone starts out on a jour- 
ney with a complete ontfit and a thorough 
knowledge of the route they're well pre- 
pared— for the little mishaps that may occur," 



3tbout ^hrd^lf. 

IT is quite a common method (?) for the 
teacher to allow the student to commit 
to memorv a list of logograms as given in 
the text-book. This butchery of Ihe very 
name of teaching leads to disastrous results, 
not only for the pupil, but for the teacher 
also, for he will have young hopefuls that 
will absolutely set his teeth on edge and bring 
his nerves up to the highest tension— and he 
should have, to Ret his just deserts. 

I once had a student who had been taking 
instructions under a certain "expert" who 
had been allowed to pursue this vicioua- 
method, but the worst of it all was, that he 
inflicted all the punishment upon meinstead 
of his former instructor. For example : I 
was dictating a very simple letter to him, for 
he had just begun to take letters, when he 
paused at the word " would," poised his pen 
111 the air, twirled it two or three times, 
puckered his brows, looked up at the ceiling,, 
then at the floor as if vainly searching for 
the recreant logogram, and after having two 
or three small sized fits, finally gaspea out, 
" Oh, yes ! we, with, were, what, would—" 
and made a desperate dash with his pen to- 
insert the necc^ary wordsign. 

In most young people there is the tendency 
to learn nearly everythine by rote, but this 
must be watched and held in check. How > 
Aye, there's the rub. Well, here is one way 
I have of trying to do this. I never dictate 
wordsigiis in the order named in the text- 
book but skip about beginning in the middle, 
at the end, any where to avoid letting them 
follow each other as printed. Now, take one 
wordsign and call the attention of the class 
to it. T^en dictate half a dozen sentences, 
containing this wordsign. Take another in 
the same manner, and dictate a few sentences 
containing both of these wordsigns— and so 
on. Through all the word dictation there 
should be frequent reviews of the wordsigns. 
If the teacher can find time, he should re- 
view a list of them each day. A wordsign 
unless thoroughly learned, 's worse than. 
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none at all. Better to write the word out in 
fnll than panse and go gunning after its logo- 
gram through the nooks and crannies of the 

The above is a veir simple method, but I 
think if some of my fellow -teachers who have 
any trouble in this line will try it, it will pay 
them, Edwin G. Wood, 

Osborne's Bus. College, 

Augusta, Ga. 

Hr. W. C. Parsai,, 

Aurora, III., 
Dear Sir i— A short time ago, in reading' 
some news items from a certain college where 
the Graham system is tanght bv a teacher of 
excellent reputation, I noticea that records 
of 300 words per minute and more were being 
made with great ease ; also that an average 
speed of 150 words for any number ot minutes 
was not worth mentioning. I am a Graham 
writer and I can't gallop along at any such 
rate, even though I have been at it about tour 
years. Don't you think this statement sUglitly 
stretched ? Yours truly, 

G. C. D. 



and confiding family depending on nie for 
support. I once volunteered an opinion con- 
cerning a statement, similar in many respects 
to the one to which you refer— did so in fact 
in the presence of the gentleman who made 
it, and since that time 1 have been cautious 
and even timid about intruding my views on 
others. Therefore, I will merely state that I 
havenothin^atalltosay about this, so kindly 
j_ . — •. — _..„„ it (Q jjjf. again, or even reffr 



to it in my presence. Aak Mr. Thorne or Mr. 
Kimball or aiiy of those fellows ; they like to 
answer such questions. 



H. D. M.. New York. 

Address a postal card to the U. S. Civil 
Service Commission, Washington. D. C, and 
you will receive all the information there is 
on the subject of civil service examinations. 
Do not waste your time writing to persons 
claiming to have "inside information" about 
this matter. There is no information that 
you caunot obtain as well as anyone else. The 
manual issued by the Commission states that 
the supply of male stenographers is barely 
equal to the demand, and hence the chances 
for appointment are greater in that line than 

9 

MR. William Billings, shorthand teacher 
in the High School of Patterson, 

N, J., furnishes a group photograph of 
seven out of twelve members of a class of 
shorthand students, taught by bim recently 
in Galveston. Texas. The average time of 
study was six months. Mr. Billings says that 
it was his habit to dictate to these twelve 
entirely new matter, the notes were written 
on slips, placed in a box, drawn therefrom 
and tben transcribed, so in that way each 
would transcribe from the notes of one of the 
other, and, in many cases, not a single error 
was made either in the transcript or the type- 
writing. Miss Lena Block, he says, attained 
a rate of speed as high as no words per 

read correctly by every member of the class. 
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of the Shorthand and Tyutwriliiig profcMion of the 
wUl receive equal recognition in its columna. 




Sdltorial. 
Ill E take pleasure in presenting elsewhere 
^ a letter from the Honorable W. T. 
Harris, Commissioner of the Bureau of Educa- 
tion of the Department of the Interior, which 
completely exonerates our friend Mr. Rock- 
well from the old and many times repeated 
saying that he was responsible in some way 
for the statement in the Report of the Bureau 
of Education for 1887- '88, that the Benn Pit- 
man System was more generally used in this 
country and may be called the " American 

Inasmuch as this charge was inadvertently 
made through The Stbnographbr in the 
Isaac Pitman Department, some years ago, 
we are glad that the editor of that Department 



has also seen proper to renoimce or to retract 
and explain the statement then made. 

We believe that tliere are good reporters in 
each of the leading shorthand systems which 
are variations and branches of the original 
Isaac Pitman ; in fact, the Isaac Pitman sys- 
tem of today varies from the Isaac Pitman 
which Commissioner Harris learned, quite 
as much as if not more than any of the other 
branches, and it is probable tliat the leading 
reporters of today do not confine themselves 
striclly to any system as it is presented in 
the textltooks of its nominal author. 

We congratulate Mr. Rockwell upon the 
very positive statements of his former em- 
ployer and trust that from this time forth no 
one will entertain a shadow of belief of any- 
thing that will be derogatory to the honor 
and absolute integrity of Mr. Rockwell. 

THE Fitmanic Shorthand Instructor, pub- 
lished by Mr. Chas. T, Piatt, editor of 
one of the departments in The Stknogra- 
PHBR, is meeting with favorable reception. 
Mr. H. G. Healey says, " it is absolutely un- 
equalled for home study." Mr. W. H, 
Marshall presents its strongest point as being 
its "teachability." Mr. E. H. Morse says 
that "its use in a school will save et least 
one good teacher's salary." Mr. Piatt is one 
of our finest shorthand writers and one of the 
ablest shorthand teachers, and we commend 
his book in the highest terms. 

THE shorthand notes of Mr. David Wolfe 
Brown are attracting much attention, on 
account of remarkable legibility and possi- 
bility of being written at high speed without 
distortion. Pitmanic stenographers all over 
the world are under obligations to Mr. Brown 
for his kindness in furnishing Thb Stenog- 
rapher these valuable illustrations. We can, 
for a time at least, furnish back numbers con- 
taining Mr. Brown's shorthand notes at teili 
cents per copy, postage paid. 
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Xove'9 U>agarie0. 




Maud was a winpoiiie 




Close to the room of 


stenographer, 




the biographer, 


Or sometimes known 




The tick ! tick ! tick ! 


as a phonographer, 




of a telegrapher, 


She worked for acriisty 




Fluttered the heart of 


biographer, 




the stenographer. 


Maud, with tlie bright 




Maud, with the bright 


brown liair. 




brown hair. 



Rut alas ! and alack '. for the telegrapher, 
Miss Maud was wooed by the biographer. 
Likewise by an ancient cosniographer. 

Maud, with the bright browD liair. 



She smiled on the doting biographer. 
Meanwhile leading the cosniographer. 
Erstwhile loving the telegrapher. 

Maud, with the bright brown hair. 




Then came a inusty geographer, 
Followed fast by an orthographer, 
Closely pressed by a topographer, 

Maud, with the bright brown hair. 




Still undecided, a chirographer 

Won her sweet smiles, then a typographer, 

Who slighted was for a historiographer, 

Maud, with the bright brown hair. 



The brazen heart of a chalcographer 
Quite melted was by the stenographer, 
She even captured a hydrographer, 

Maud, with the bright brown hair. 



A cultured, learned glossographer 



But she married at last a photographer, 
Maud, vrith the bright brown hair. 

B. Kklly. 



Soon took the place of the hydrographer 



^imn 
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Isaac ipttman Bepartment 

Edited fnr VnJLIAA L* AASON* 

Principal of Thb Mktropolitan Shorthand School, 170 Fifth Avenue, S. W. cor. 22dSt., 
New York, and Official Instructor in Isaac Pitman's Phonography in the 

Public Day Schools of New York City. 



^fV'N Uiis Department of The Stbnog- 
II RAPHBR, in the May number, 1893, 
II there appeared an extract from a 
letter received by the Editor of the Depart- 
ment stating that there was no reason to 
doubt that Mr. Rockwell was the author of 
the sentence in the Report of the Commis- 
sioner of Education for iSSy-'SS in which the 
Benn Pitman system is referred to as more 
generally used than any other in this country, 
•etc. There has just come into our hands 
information which leads us to believe that 
our correspondent was mistaken, and which 
seems to warrant us in correcting that state- 
ment. From copies of letters recently re- 
ceived, it is established to our satisfaction 
that the statement referred to was made 
by a Mr. Richard Gorgas, and that Mr. W. 
T. Harris, the present Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, not only disclaims the slightest respon- 
sibility for the statement in question, but de- 
clares explicitly, first, that, while honoring and 
esteeming Mr.' Benn Pitman, the brother of 
Isaac, for his very useful text-books and ma- 
gazine of phonography and for his success as 
a teacher, he believes that the work of Isaac 
Pitman, in the first invention of the system 
and subsequent improvement of it, had en- 
titled him to a place, solitary and alone, in 
the invention of phonography, and that he 
does not think that any American phonogra- 
pher has improved Isaac Pitman's phonogra- 
phy to an extent that would entitle his sys- 
tem to be called the '* American system '* ; 
and, secondly, that he would not knowingly 
have permitted any one to make the state- 
ment written by Mr. Gorgas, at the same 
time completely exonerating Mr. Rockwell 
from any blame or connection with the mat- 
ter in question. This correction is made 
with great pleasure, and in the hope that it 
will te even more widely read than was the 
original statement which appeared in the 
May number of The Stenographer, 1893. 



The Isaac Pitman system of shorthand and 
the "Complete Instructor" have recently 
been introduced into the Manual Training 
High School of Brooklyn, N. Y. Other 
schools having lately adopted this system are: 
Holyoke (Mass. ) High School, and the Hud- 
son (Mass.) High School. In two instances 
the Isaac Pitman system has displaced others. 



3iey to S%aae Sitman Shonograpky. 

Children are born actors. They lose the 
faculty only when the wings of their imagi- 
nation are weighted by self-consciousness. 
It is not everyone to whom is ^iven the 
capacity of always remaining a child. It is 
this blessed gift of receptive sensibility which 
it should be the endeavor — the unconscious 
endeavor perhaps— of every artist to cultivate 
and to retain. Tnere are those who would have 
us believe that technique is the end and aim 
of art. There are those who would persuade 
us that the art of acting is subject to certain 
mathematical laws. What I venture to 
assert is that all that is most essential, most 
luminous in acting, may be traced to the 
imaginative faculty. It is this that makes 
the actor's calling at once the most simple 
and the most complex of all the arts. It is 
this very simplicity which has caused many 
to deny to acting a place among the arts, and 
which has so often baffled those who would 
appraise the art of acting as a precise science, 
and measure it by the yard-measure of un- 
imaginative criticism. Yet in another sense 
no art is more complex than the dramatic 
art in its highest expression, for in none is 
demanded of its exponents a more delicate 
poise, a subtler instinct; none is more de- 
pendent on that acute state of the imagina- 
tion, on that divine insanity which we call 
genius. The actor may be said to rank with, 
if after, the poet. He, like the poet, is in- 
dependent of recognized laws. The histrionic 
art is indeed essentially a self -governed one. 
Its laws are the unwritten laws of the book 
of Nature, illuminated by the imagination. 
But if the actor can claim exemption from 
academic training, it would b^ idle to affirm 
that he is independent of personal attributes, 
or that he can reach any degree of eminence 
without these accomplishments which the 
strenuous exercise of art alone can give. 
His Pegasus, however, should be tamed in 
the broad arena of the stage rather than in 
the enervating stable of the Academy. In 
acting, in fact, there is an infinity to learn, 
but infinitely little that can be taught. He 
must be capable of pronouncing his native 
language and of having a reasonable control 
over the movements of his limbs, but thus 
equipped, his technical education is prac- 
tically complete. 



49^Tsflac Pitman's Complete Phonogfraphic Instructor, 250 pp., $1.50 ; a Phonogrraphic Dictionary, with the 
shorthand forms for 60,000 words, $1.50; Business Correspondence, Noh. i and 2, each, accents. Spanish 
Phonography, loi pages, $2.00. Published by Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 L'nion Square, New York. 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 

BRIEF REPORTING NOTES. 
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Schools and others, desiring the services of experienced 
shorthand teachers, will please apply to Teachers' Bureau 
Department, Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union Square, New 
York. 
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Uhe Value of 3>u%t. 



T 



F it wasn't for dust," said Prof. Wiley, 
the chief chemist of the agricultund 
department at Washington, *' man 
would have to devise a new plan of existence ; 
he would be compelled to provide himself 
with food by some other means than agricul- 
ture. You could not have a garden or a farm 
without dust. It would not be possible for a 
crop to g^ow unless the soil contained an 
organism capable of converting nitrogenous 
matter into nitric acid. Nitrogen is indis- 
pensable as plant food, and plants can assimi- 
late it only when presented in the form of 
nitric acid, commonly known as aqua-fortis. 
That is incapable of auto-locomotion and 
can be distributed only through the dust 
which falls upon the soil and upon the leaves 
of trees and plants. Hence dust is essential 
to the pursuit of agriculture, and if it wasn't 
being carried about constantly on the breeze 
through the air we would simply have to quit 
farming ; animals would have nothing to 
feed upon, and we would have neither meat 
nor bread nor vegetables. 

*' I have been spending some years," con- 
tinued Prof. Wiley, "in the investigation of 
the agricultural value of dust, and it is a very 
important subject. The soil is continually 
being revived and enriched from the particles 
that are floating about in the atmosphere. 
They come from two sources : first, atoms of 
the earth's surface caught up by the wind 
and distributed elsewhere, and, second, what 
we call cosmic dust — that is, mineral matter 
of meteoric ori^n. 

"We are gettmg gradually to understand 
its quantity, its value and the important part 
it plays in agriculture. The heavenly bodies 
are constantly shedding fragments of iron 
and other mineral substances, which fall 
with great velocity, and when they reach the 
atmosphere that surrounds the earth are 
heatea by friction and catch fire by contact 
with the oxygen. They are then burned to 
ashes and scattered in minute and invisible 
atoms. Some of the larger pieces that be- 
come detatched from the stars reach the 
earth without being entirely consumed. We 
call them meteors; but the little particles 
that permeate the air, because of this perpet- 
ual and violent bombardment from the stars, 
are composed of phosphoric acid, potash and 
other chemicals, which are absolutely essen- 
tial in renewing the fertility of the soil. 

" What we call terrestrial dust is also of 
great importance to agriculture. In many 



places the soil is almost entirely composed 
of particles that have been left there by the 
winds. This is particularly true of soils that 
are made up ot volcanic ashes, which are 
carried immense distances from the craters. 
A considerable percentage of the soil on the 
earth's surface was originally volcanic dust, 
which has been distributed by that good 
friend of man we call the wind. Pompeii 
and Herculaneum illustrate the great depth 
to which volcanic dust may reach. These are 
called iEoIian soils. 

* ' The clouds are water dust. Fog is a 
mixture of water, coal, terrestrial and mete- 
oric dust. The fogs of London might be 
considerably reduced if the people would 
burn hard coal. 

" The dust from the streets of cities is of a 
composite nature and carries all sorts of frag- 
ments and atoms in various stages of decay. 
It has a high degree of agricultural signifi- 
cance, because it is loaded with germs of all 
kinds. Some of them are very useful and 
some are injurious. The effect upon the 
public health is not injurious except where 
the dust carries pathogenic ^erms — that is, 
the germs of disease. As an illustration, the 
sputa of a consumptive, if ejected on the 
sidewalk, is reduced to dust when it dries 
and is then distributed through the air in the 
form of germs. If they find lodgment in the 
lungs of a human being whose phjrsical con- 
dition allows them to revive and g^ow, the 
disease gets a foothold and can be conveyed 
from one to another.'* Wm. E. Curtis, in 
Chicago Record. 



Business etiquet demands prompt reply to 
correspondents. Discourtesy in this parti- 
cular is almost sure to prove a boomerang to 
the transgressor. 

The Eastern Commercial Teachers' Asso- 
ciation had a rousing meeting at Salem, in 
the rooms of the Salem Business College, 
April 7th and 8th. A banquet Friday evening, 
followed by a lecture on Ancient and Modem 
Shorthand by Mr. N. P. Heffley, gave addi- 
tional zest to the occasion. About sixty new 
members joined. The association is fast be- 
coming a worthy associate of its Western 
sister, and steps are being taken to promote 
co-operation. The next meeting willbe held 
at Worcester, Mass., in November. 
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(3abel6bet0er*1Rtcbtet Department 

Conducted by 

DR. RUDOLF TOMBO, No. 2 Ridge Place, New Yorfc. 

Ptcsident Gabelsberger Shorthand Sodety* 



Corresponding Stylo. 

Dbar Sir : — 

Your favor of loth inst. is to hand. We 
are indeed sorry that our failure to meet your 
draft has been any source of annoyance to 
you. You say that you deem it impossible 
that we were unable to pay the amount, and 
yet it is an absolute fact that we actually had 
not sufficient funds on hand to do so. 

We have never found collections so slow in 
coming in as during the past month. We 
have considerable amounts due and overdue 
us from various sources, but they have failed 
to arrive ; and as we have been paying our 
way as fast as demands were presented, feel- 
ing sure that a few days would again place 
us beyond embarrassment, we have drawn 
our bank balance down to a point never 
reached before. In a few days' time, if we 
may ask so much leniency, we will surely 
make up for our delinquency. Earnestly 
requesting you to accept our explanations, 
we are. 

Yours very respectfully, 

5^ * ♦ 

Steporting Style. 
THB ABOLITION OF WORK. 

THE ideal of the philosophers who taught 
their doctrines at the workingmen's 
.dollar dinner is life without work. They are 
probably unconscious of this underl3ring 
motive, but its mastery of them and their 
theories is evident. They talk glibly of the 
dignity of labor. They are thinking all the 
time of the delights of laziness. That is the 
fundamental concept of the socialistic philoso- 
phy that so many professional reformers of 
human society are now preaching. Work is 
the great enemy. Wealth is culpable only 
because it takes work to produce it, and 
because its possessors, being popularly sup- 
posed to live in laziness, are the objects of 
furious envy. The great placard that hung 
behind the speakers at the dinner bore th's 
legend : 



'*A system of political economy will yet 
dawn which will perform as well as promise ; 
which will rain the riches of nature into the 
laps of the starving poor." 

The dawn of this system of political econ- 
omy will be the sunset of Genesis iii., it : 
**In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread till thou return unto the ground. ' ' The 
mental picture here suggested is that of per- 
fect indolence. Man lies under the tree, 
nature does the rest. The fruits rain into 
his lap. It is a manifest certainty that to the 
mind that conceived that motto the lazy life 
of the tropics is a cherished ideal, possibly 
subconscious ; that in all the minds to which 
the sentiment gave pleasure there subsists an 
aspiration to come into a state where work is 
no more. This is not strange; it is in no- 
wise reprehensible. The necessity of work is 
the only thing that keeps the dislike of work 
from being the ruling passion of man's na- 
ture. Laziness is a tremendous factor in 
human affairs. The tendency to inertia is so 
strong that it needs no encouragement. 

The fault we have to find with the preach- 
ers of the doctrine of life without work is 
that they do encourage laziness. They de- 
lude those who listen to them into the belief 
that the joyful existence they picture forth, 
where the riches of nature rain into the laps 
of even the poorest men and women, is a 
realizable state ; and that they are kept out 
of it now only by the greed and cruel oppres- 
sions of the rich. This teaching inevitably 
does harm, for it tends to make men seek by 
force to establish the kingdom of the rain-of- 
riches political economy in place of the king- 
dom of work, as established by the laws of 
nature and described in Genesis iii., ii. 

(Editorial on the Bryan Dollar Dinner , 
New York Times^ April 21^ i8gg, ) 



Note.— The pamphlet, "The New Era of Pho- 
nography," as well as the circular, " A Practical 
Lesson in Graphic Shorthand " explain the gpeneral 
principles of Gabelsberger system. I shall be pleased 
to furnish these publications free of charge to any 
reader of Thk Stenographer who wishes to form 
an idea of the system. — Dr. R. Tombo. 
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fftcltee's flew Stanbarb Sbottbanb 

Department 

Guidttctod by 
U L MsKJEE, No* 617 Aaia Strcd, Bofialo^ N. Y* 



^gV'N addition to the words of advice given 
II in our shorthand plate as to how to 
gain speed in writing and reading 
shorthand, we would say, write according to 
your textbook ; learn thoroughly everything 
given in the textbook pertaining to the sys- 
tem, and do not attempt *' improvements,'* 
for rest assured that unless you are able to 
invent an entire system, better than the one 
you are 8tud3ring, your efforts at "improve- 
ments" will prove most unsatisfactory. It 
is well to make your own phrases and con- 
tractions for very frequently occurring ex- 
pressions in the particular kind of work you 
are using your shorthand in, but this is not 
changing the system by any means. When 
you have decided upon the best outline for a 
word or phrase, by applying the principles of 
the system, write and rewrite it until you can 
do so readily and ever after write it the same 
way and you will be able to read it the 
instant your eye falls on it. 

The above remarks are suggested by a letter 
received recently in which the writer stated 
that he had taken the best from three sys- 
tems of shorthand and was writing a con- 
glomeration of his own, but that if he could 
find an3rthing better would be glad to drop 
his mixture. 

"DROP. G. E. TEEPLE, instructor in short- 
-*" hand in the Y. M. C. A. of Baltimore, 
Md. , writes : * ' The class graduating this year 
numbers twenty-five. Several young men 
have had good positions offered them, and 
even before the term has been finished are 
doing excellent work with shorthand." 

TN our Y. M. C. A. here, Buffalo, N. Y., the 
dictation class graduated with a speed of 
125 and 130 words per minute (new matter), 
making transcripts of same on typewriter. 
Last year they studied the theory of short- 
hand and this year took dictation and type- 



writing. New Standard Shorthand is taught 
in both the Baltimore and Buffalo Associa- 
tions. 

TX7E should be very glad if our teachers 
and writers would let us hear from 
them and would send us in something for 
publication in this department. 

A TWO-CENT stamp will bring Chart and 
-^^ circulars of our system of shorthand 
and Mail Lesson Course. Price of textbook 
1 1 . 60 postpaid. Student's Shorthand Vocab- 
ulary of 400 words for outlining in shorthand, 
any system, postpaid 40 cents, McKee Pub- 
lishing Company, 617 Main Street, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 

9 9 9 

3ieu to SHejfCee's 3Cew Standard 

Shorthand. 

ACQUIRING SPEED. 



f ONG continued practice. Be accurate ; 
I allow me to repeat this because I deem it 
^ ^ fundamental, and above all things do 
not sacrifice accuracy for speed. You must 
become familiar with your shorthand notes, 
and this is what one of the greatest shorthand 
writers of the age has said. Without this 
familiarity with your notes you can never 
attain speed. You must become as familiar 
with shorthand as. you are with longhand 
writing. The beginner should not try to 
write fast, but he should try to write 
neatly and without a single mistake. A 
good plan is to select an article which con- 
tains five hundred or a thousand words ; write 
it neatly and carefully ; have your teacher go 
over it with you and correct your outlines, 
then write it and re-write it many times. Be 
industrious and persevering. You must not 
stop writing and exercising in shorthand 
simply because it becomes monotonous or 
you become tired. If you pursue the course 
herein outlined long enough you will attain 
a speed that will make you happy. 
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McKEE^S NEW STANDARD SHORTHAND 



Acquixixi^ Speed. 
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The Duties and Qualifications of the 

Congressional Reporter. 

An Address delivered by request before the National Educational Association, 
by David Woi,fe Brown, Official Reporter, U. S. House of Representatives. 



(Continued from April Number). 



^*^HE confusion on the floor of the House 
£1. is often so great that, not only are 
^^ visitors in the galleries bewildered, 
but one member after another, often in quick 
succession, rises to appeal to the Speaker for 
"order " on the ground that " it is impossi- 
ble to understand what is going on." There 
is no one place in the Hall, not even the 
Speaker's chair, from which the debates and 
proceedings can be at all times clearly under- 
stood. How then does the Official Reporter 
meet and overcome these difficulties of hear- 
ing P He does it only by perambulating the 
floor of the House, note-book in hand, writ- 
ing as he walks or stands— seeking always to 
get as near as possible to the debaters, and 
for this purpose standing often in an aisle, or 
possibly dropping into some absent member's 
seat — but never, when on duty, lingering for 
even a moment, at '* the Reporter's desk " — 
called so perhaps in irony, because no reporter 
ever sits there when actually reporting. 

Such are the difficulties of hearing when 
comparative quiet prevails; the difficulties 
are aggravated a hundred-fold amid scenes of 
turbulence such as I have described. On 
these occasions, when the legislative storm 
is raging most fiercely, note-taking is of 
course more difficult than at any other time, 
and yet more necessary ; for in the midst of 
the storm, some clarion voice, rising above 
the din, rings out the words, '* Mr. Speaker, 
I call the gentleman to order and demand 
that his words be taken down," whereupon 
the reporter must instantly reproduce from 
his notes the stinging words just uttered in 
this almost Pandemonium. 

Reports taken under these most trying cir- 
cumstances must, without opportunity for 
pottering or pondering, go at once into cold 
print, where they are subject to correction in 
the presence of the House, which means in 



the presence of the country. The lawyer 
may bury his mistakes in tlie musty records 
of the court-room ; the physician may buiy 
his beneath the memorial tablets of the grave- 
yard ; but the Congressional reporter's errors 
meet him face to face in the Congressional 
Record, with no merciful ** recording angel " 
to '* drop a tear " upon the erroneous word 
or phrase and ** blot it out forever." 



Jin '* ^ntotiehtd " S^otograpk, 

^T^ make matters worse, absolute steno- 
^ graphic accuracy may be to certain 
speakers as unwelcome as an " untouched " 
photograph to a person who sits for his pic- 
ture. The report may be, not incorrect, but 
too faithfully and painfully true. Said a dis- 
tinguished member once to the Official 
Reporters, " Gentlemen, I do not doubt your 
accuracy ; I dread it." 



Uhe Sfacultg of Jlcetiraeg. 

TP I must undertake to specify, even in a 
general way, the qualifications of a Con- 
gressional Reporter, let me say in the first 
place that one thing which any reporter, 
and most decidedly the Congressional Re- 
porter, requires, is the desire and capacity to 
be exact about apparently small matters. 
This conscientious ambition to do even little 
things as well as they can be done — to make 
no slip that the most scrupulous care can 
avoid^onstitutes what I call ** the faculty 
of accuracy " a faculty absolutel}* indispens- 
able to the successful reporter. Under the 
prompting of this faculty, a thoroughly ac- 
complished stenographer begrudges no pains 
to get with implicit correctness, names, quo- 



(Continued on folio 125.) 
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%Jke 3>utie9 and QuaMieation% of a 
Congressional Steporier. 

(Continued from folio 123. ) 

tations, references, etc. — not trusting merely 
to what his note-book tells him, but verify- 
ing his notes, if the occasion requires and 
allows it, by resort to books of reference or 
personal inquiry. Mere guess-work never 
satisfies him. Nor does he content himself 
with the remark, " Well, I guess that is near 
enough.** For him nothing is **near 
enough " that is not exactly the thing. In 
the stenographic student no characteristic 
can give better assurance of final success than 
the determination to be faultlessly correct at 
any cost. 

Jtiertness, Sndurasee and *' Xerue.** 

'T^HE Congressional Reporter should pos- 
sess, as should all his fellows in the pro- 
fession, a peculiar combination of mental 
and manual alertness. It has been remarked 
of shorthand reporting that ** no other pro- 
ceeding so imperatively demands instantan- 
eous mental comprehension with instantan- 
eous manual sxecution." Agile fingers play 
their part in the work, yet it is absolutely 
true that to write quickly, one must think 
quickly. I believe there are many persons 
(some of them aspiring to be rapid stenogra- 
phers) who are unable to carry spoken lan- 
guage through their minds, with clear appre- 
hension of its meaning, at so high a rate as 
two hundred words a minute. I do not say 
this deficiency is incurable by study .and 
practice, but it is a deficiency — 
(To be continued. ) 

5r * ^ 



The cut shows at a glance how the device 
is operated. Its simplicity will appeal to all 
operators, as it can be handled without any 
instruction being required. All that is neces- 
sary is to grasp the backing sheet with one 
hand and insert the sheets to be manifolded 
in the open end of the pocket \dth the other 
hand, at the same time draw them towards 
you as far as they will go. Then insert the 
whole in the machine and feed through in 
the ordinary way. The pocket is made suffi- 
ciently thin to run through the machine 
without difficulty, and will accomodate from 
one to a dozen sheets. It is so constructed 
that when the sheets are inserted they will 
be gripped by the spring pocket, thus pre- 




/publisher's Notes. 







31 Slew SSacAitig Sheet, 

Every typewriter operator will be pleased 
to learn that there is at last a practical backing 
sheet on the market for holding carbon paper 
securely in position and running the same 
through the machine without danger of 
creasing it, or causing a creeping of the paper 
which is so liable to occur and which is so 
annoying to an operator. 



venting tlie creasing of the carbon, or the 
"creeping" of the manifold sheets — two 
very common annoyances now experienced 
by the operator. One good feature possessed 
by the device is that the work can be removed 
from the machine and when replaced the 
writing can be continued at the exact point 
left off — no matter if it happened to be in the 
middle of a word. 

To make this backing sheet doubly useful 
to a writer, it is provided with a *• Woodville 
Spacing Scale," now in extensive use 
throughout the country. It consists of a 
carefully arranged table which will enable an 
operator to place a heading in the exact 
center of his work without a moment's loss 
of time and without the necessity of doing a 
" sum " in arithmetic. 

For a more complete description of the 
device we refer our readers to tne advertise- 
ment in this issue. 



Mr. W. a. Carney ofjSanta Paula, Calif. » 
advertises elsewhere in The Stenographer 
something which we can recommend to our 
readers. Please write him for particulars. 
We consider the tray, which we have on our 
desk, a work of art. 
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OUR SHORTHAND LESSONS. 

Opportunity P\ hope P, happy P, by h\ be B«, to-be B», ought T>, it T, at or out 
T*, dollar D^ do D*, had D', each Ch*, which Ch', much Ch', joy J\ advantage J*, large^ 
J', kingdom K*, company K*, accompany K', give or given G*, together G*, ago G', 
form F, for P, half P, of V^^, ever V«, have V, think Ith', oath Ith«, hath Ith», thy 
The\ them The', though The*, see S\ say S', use S', ease Z\ was Z*, use Z', wish Sh\ 
shall S)i', issue Sh', usual Zhe*, all La'*, will La*, allow La'', here or year R\ were R**, 
our R', or Ra**, are Ra*, our R*, me or my M*, am or may M', mew M*, in or any N', 
know or no N*, own N*, thing Ng*, young Ng*, language Ng*, importance iMp', may- 
be iMp*, why VP, way W, away W^, your Y', ahoy aHoi\ eh ! H*, ah ! H', subject 
sB*, object B'-J, never N-V*, these Th*-s, this Th«-s, those Th'-s, him hM\ himself 
hM'-s, whose oo*-s, whom oo'-M, whatever w'-V, however h'-V, peculiar P*-K, pecu- 
liarity P*-K : L, regular Ra*-Ga, irregular R-Ra'-Ga, acknowledge K-N*-J, knowledge 
N*-J, while weL^ well weL*, when weN', one weN*, where weR*, whenever weN'-V, 
wherever weR*-V, wheresoever weR'-s-V, whatsoever w'-s-V, howsoever h'-s-V, 
within w'-N, without w*-T«, altogether " all "-Ga, almost "all "-Mst, also La'S, always 
La*Ws, now N p-tick, new N ch-tick, that Thet', not Net* (shortening adds T or D), 
coi'ld Ked*, about Bet», put Pet', quite KetS did Ded^ God Ged\ good Ged», woid 
weR'd, made Med', under Nd*, hand Nd', immediate M'-Med, immediately M'-Med- 
La, compose com-dot-Ps, conduce con-dot-Ds, cognize cog-dot-Ns (the dot at the 
beginning, before the stem, represents con^ com or cog^, and any stem may be put in 
its place to represent both), doing D ing-dot, doings D ings-circle, decompose D : Ps, 
recognize R : Ns, discommode Ds : D. 
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*Words with the star following, are signified by the stem shown only in case of phrases ; what 
■kanding alone, they are written with the sign first given. 

We Strongly urge upon every student the absolute necessity of becoming thor- 
oughly familiar with all the word signs which have been presented. They should be 
written over very many times, naming the wardv/hW^ writing the sign. They should 
also be written from dictation and compared with the key, and all errors conscien- 
tiously corrected. Faithful work here will insure success. 

The student should also continue tlie practice of writing from original matter, 
for the purpose of becoming familiar with the analysis of words. Write from St. 
John, using the word signs, and keep for correction by key which will be furnished in 
next lesson. Exercises sent to The Stenographer, enclosing stamp, will be revised 
and returned. 
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21. Writing Exercise III. 

I. If you pay me that which you owe me, I shall have my own. 2. I know that 
you are doing well while you are staying in the city. 3. When shall you come home ? 
I think you should not stay too long. 4. I am sorry to hear that you have not given 
it to him, for he was ready for it some days ago. One of my best cows was lost last 
week, and I do not know where to look for her. 5. I usually go home early, but to- 
morrow I shall stay all day. 6. You may thank me for this ; if I had not said what I 
did, you would not have had the opportunity to make money out of the affair. 7. 
Why do you not ask him when you see him ? He is an honest fellow, and I know he 
will pay you what he owes you. 8. I would take advantage of his willingness if I were 
you. 9 Somethings which are right in the eyes of the law should still never be allowed. 
10. I wish I knew how to make the best of my life. 1 1. I hope that you will be happy, 
and that you will receive pay for your many losses. 12. The weight of the house was 
too much for th e cellar walls, and so th ey had to give way. 1 3. One day I was walk i ng by 
the side of a lovely lake. 14. When I came to the edge of a shady woods my feeUngs were 
sad, for I saw some small boys who were teasing a poor dog. 15. This is not the first 
time, is it, that you have seen these things ? 16. As it was my first opportunity, I 
could not stay away. 17. If you do that which is right, you will always be happy. 
18. If you should not get what you desire, you must be willing to take what comes 
along. 19. I shall go out on the sidewalk and sweep off the snow, for the sun will be 
out soon, and that will make the walks all slush. 20. All that you have was given to 
you by some one. 21. Do not fOrg^et it. 22. One or two of the horses were white ; 
I noticed this as I passed by, but I did not see the young lady with red hair. 23. Your 
time will now soon be here, and I hope you will get something new. 24. On what 
subject do you love best to hear her speak? 25. All things are of use to those who 
make use of them ; some, however, never will get much out of them. 26, Sweet are 
the uses of sorrow ; it makes us happy at last. 27. This is his only opportunity ; do 
you think he will take advantage of it ? 28. We were in a large store to-day and I 
saw many lovely things which I had no idea were ever seen in this city. Work well. 



NOTES. 



In the above exercise a few words have 
been introduced, in which the stems have 
have been shortened half of their usual 
length, to represent the addition of T or 
D. This, which is called the shortening 

Erinciple, is of great service in the al> 
reviation of the outlines of words, and 
will be more fiilly explained hereafter. 
The student is earnestly advised to write 
this exercise many times, until it becomes 
perfectly ^miliar. It should first be 
copied very carefully from the shorthand 
notes ; it should then be written from the 
longhand into shorthand, and carefully 
corrected by the shorthand key, until 
absolutely no errors appear. It should 
then be written from dictation until it can 



be written without the slightest hesita- 
tion, and the notes should afterwards be 
read until every word and form is as 
familiar as the face of an old friend. We 
would also recommend that, for type- 
writer practice, the student should write 
this exercice from his shorthand notes, 
carefully revising and correcting his trans- 
cript by the longhand key, insistinc^ upon 
absolute accuracy in the matter of spell- 
ing, capitalizing and punctuation. This 
same advice should be followed with 
every succeeding exercise in these les- 
sons. It is only by securing accuracy and 
neatness now, that the student can hope 
to be a good workman in the future. 



(To be continued.) 
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3t Sreat ^oon for 
3usy Stenographers. 

EUREKA ERASER CHAIN. 

Have you ever been annoyed by hunting 
for a lost eraser among a pile of papers ? Why 
not try the EUREKA ERASER CHAIN? 
The Chain is three feet long, has a screw eye 
on one end, to screw into the drawer of your 
desk, and a " jump *' ring on the other end. 
Easily and quickly applied. Does not inter- 
fere with the use of tne eraser. Eraser can be 
traced when not in sight. Full directions with 
each chain. Price of chain, complete, twenty- 
five { 25 ) cents. Will fit any eraser with wood 
or bone handle. 

CHINESE METAL TRAYS. 

More ornamental than silver and not one- 
fourth as expensive. Very beautiful. Order 
by number. 

BACH 

Mo. 1. Pin Trays, 2%x2)i inches, 15c 

Mo. 2. Pin Trays, 3}ix5 inches, 35c 

Mo. 3. Penholder Trays, 10x3yi inches, . . 85c 

Mo. 4. Card Receivers, Round, 5^ inches 

in diameter, 60c 

Mo. 5. Card Receivers. Round, 7 inches in 

diameter, 90c 

Money refunded if trays are not satisfactory. 

M. a. Carney?, 

Santa Paula, - . California. 



DIXON'S QRAPHITE '"^^L. 

Lubricates a 
bicycle chain 




as no other 
lubricant can 

Sample size of above, sent free of charge. 
JOSEPH DIXON CRUCIBLE CO.. Jersey City» N. J. 



SEND POSTAL 

■ ■ ■ I ^/ Kaaa 




SAMPLE 
PACKAGE 



PATENT BO. 



If 



THE "GEM" PAPER CLIP 

without mutilation for holding together enclosures. 
MSS., etc., is the only one that can be used over ana 
qyer again. After fastening together a thick bunch 
of papers, it will be just as effective next time on a 
thin one. 

Retails at 15 cents per t>ox of 100. 

The papers are clipped by raising or depressing, 
the inner loop. 

CUSHMAN db DENISON, 

169 NINTH STREET, NEW YORK. 



City Outlines. 

A DICTIONARY of outlines for the names 
of the principal cities in the United 
States, also for the names of the States. 
Especially valuable to amanuenses. 

CLOTH BOUND, PRICE 10 CT8. 

C, H. STILLE, 871 Rockdaie Ave., Cincinnati, 0- 



9 #/»/--* /^ - for three months' 

Oena ZU stents tnal subscription to 
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Uhe S^ook^JCeeper" 

A handsome 200-page magazine for Book- 
keepers, Cashiers and Business Men. It will teach 
you Book-keeping, Shorthand, Penmanship, Law, 
Short Cuts, Corporation Accounting, Banking, 
Business Pointers, Amusing Arithmetic, Lightning 
Calculations, etc., etc. 

Price, $1.00 a Year 

THB BOOK-KEEPER CO., Ltd. 
Department 148, Detroit, Mich. 




LEARN TO WRITE 

25 CENTS A LESSON. 



SPANISH 



BUSINESS LETTERS 

SPECIAL TRLVL TERMS. 



The first lesson gives a good letter to open up business. The others will show how to 

develop and hold the customers. 

CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL OF FOREIGN COMMERCE, 

302 Walnut Street. Philadelphia. Pa. 



IN COHRtaNNOiNO WITH OUR ADVERTISERS PtEAM MEhTIOM 

The Stenographer. 








** In Things Bssential, Unity ; In Things Doubtful, Liberty; In All Things, Charity.*' 
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VOI^UME XIV. 



PHILADELPHIA, JUNE, 1899. 

Sermattenee of typewriting. 



Number 6. 




HE recording of public docu- 
ments on the typewriter, 
which has been authorized 
lately in several States, has 
given rise to fear that writ- 
ing done in this way is like- 
ly to fade and disappear after a few years. 
Complaints have been received to the effect 
that typewritten records which were supposed 
to be as permanent as those made with a pen 
have become so nearly effaced that it will be 
necessary to have them recopied if the text 
is to be preserved. 

Inasmuch as the typewriter is now used 
generally to record the proceedings of courts, 
has found its way into all the departments at 
Washington, and has supplanted the pen 
wherever speed in writing and cleamessof copy 
are desirable, it is highly important that the 
durability of tjrpewritten documents should 
be assured if the machine is to retain the place 
which it occupies at present. It is only within 
the last two years that inventors have made 
it possible to adapt the typewriter for use 
upon bound pages. Bookwriters — machines 
that will write in books of any size and thick- 
ness — are now used throughout the country, 
and to their introduction probably more than 
to anything else are due the doubts concerning 
the indelibility of typewritten impressions. 

The ribbons which are employed for inking 
automatically the type of most writing ma- 
chines are made in great variety and by 
scores of manufacturers, and in most cases 
the formula for mixing the ink with which 
the ribbons are filled is concealed with great 



care by the respective makers. Through the 
efforts of the Department of State, however, 
to determine the permanency of the writing 
done with a book typewriter submitted for 
the adoption of that department, an expert 
chemical analysis has been made of the ink 
with which the ribbon of the machine was 
filled. Both the ink and the ribbon were 
submitted to the Division of Chemistry of the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Regarding one of the ribbons submitted for 
analysis the report says : 

*' It was placed in a typewriter and samples 
of writing were made on three grades of 
paper. Portions of each of these submitted 
for seven days to the action of the following 
re-agents : Petroleum ether, alcohol, water, 
strong chlorine water, a mixture of ether and 
alcohol, 3 per cent, oxalic acid, 10 per cent, 
citric acid, 10 per cent, hydrochloric acid, 10 
per cent, tartaric acid and 4 per cent, sodium 
hydrate. There was no visible action except 
that, in the case of the chlorine water and 
sodium hydrate, the writing was turned 
brown in consequence of the destruction of 
the methylene blue and a part of the Prus- 
sian blue. Several of these re-agents decolor- 
ize the ordinary gallotannate of iron inks in- 
stantly. In spite of this partial bleaching 
the writing was still very distinct and readily 
legible. 

"The carbon of the ink is practically in- 
destructible by re-agents which will not also 
destroy the paper, and the oil which forms 
the basis of the ink carries the finely 
divided carbon so far into the paper, even 
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when the latter is very thoroughly glazed, 
that any attempt at erasure necessitates such 
an abrasion of the surface of the paper as is 
readily detected by a lens, if not by the 
naked eye. * ♦ ♦ 

** The only improvement indicated by the 
tests made by this department is the increase 
of the percentage of carbon and the decrease 
in the percentage of Prussian blue, but it is 
undoubtedly true that an ink made of these 
ingredients in the proportions indicated 
above will meet every requirement in regard 
to permanency." 

A test of the relative permanency of the 
fluid ink used by the State Department and 
of the ink used upon the typewriter ribbons 
referred to was made in the department of 
chemistry of the Columbian University. In- 
scriptions were written upon plain white paper 
with the pen and the machine. Thirty-one 
and a half hours after the inscription was 
made with ink from the State Department and 
seventy -eight and a half hours after the one 
had been made on the typewriter the sheet 
was immersed for five minutes in a strong 
solution of hydrogen dioxide. Five times the 
volume of distilled water was then added and 
the sheet was completely covered with the 
solution and allowed to remain in the sunlight 
eighty-four hours. On being removed, washed 
and dried it was found tliat, while the inscrip- 
tion with the department's ink was scarcely 
discernible, that made with the machine was 
clear and distinct. 

Individual tests were also made with bleach- 
ing powder and oxalic acid solution, with 
caustic potash solution, and also with solu- 
tions of sulphuric acid, potassium p>erman- 
ganace and oxalic acid, and in each case the 
results obtained from the ribbon ( which was 
of the " black record " variety) were superior 
to those produced by the regular writing ink 
of the State Department. 

Another fact confirmed by the examiners 
is that writing done with the machine will re- 
sist abrasion or erasure much better than that 
done with a pen. It is found that the impact 
of the type forces the ink well into the fibres 
of the paper and makes the typewritten 
characters much more difficult to remove with 
chemicals or otherwise than those made with 
a pen. 

Some ribbons in the market, made to write 
in different colors, will not leave an absolutely 
indelible impression and are not guaranteed 
to do so. Others are recommended as indelible 



without any practical test having been made 
to demonstrate the permanency of their copy. 
It is not asserted that ordinary printing ink 
is lacking in the qualities which insure per- 
fect indestructibility so far as exposure to 
light and air is concerned, and the ink with 
which the best typewriter "record '* ribbons 
are saturated is composed virtually of the 
same ingredients as is the ink used by print- 
ers. Experts say that all ink of which lamp- 
black constitutes a prominent part is strictly 
indelible, and that when this element forms 
the base of the ink used upon typewriter rib- 
bons, no fear should be entertained as to the 
'* fastness " of the record which they produce. 

She foreign Sfypewnfer Orade. 

THE American typewriter manufacturer 
is enjoying an export trade this season 
which is probably not exceeded in 
volume by any other industry of the country. 
Among the great multitude of companies 
there is not one which does not report a strong 
increase of export business. Most of them 
say they are behind with their foreign orders. 

The German, French and English manu- 
facturers, who never have been dangerous 
competitors, are said to be losing ground 
every month. They are cutting prices, while 
the American firms are keeping up to their 
original figures and reaching an entirely new 
class of buyers. 

The English clergy, for example, are writ- 
ing their sermons on typewriters now, and 
American typewriters at that, while physi- 
cians are using a machine made with medical 
characters especially for their prescriptions, 
thus avoiding any possibility of mistakes. 

The English Government has thrown out 
the English make of machine entirely, and 
has purchased largely from several American 
houses which have London agents. The 
standard machines have even penetrated to 
the House of Lords and House of Commons. 
Little or no opposition is met with. The Czar 
of Russia continues to order "white 
enameled " machines for all branches of the 
Russian civil departments. The private cor- 
respondence of the Queen of England is all 
done on an American machine, to say nothing 
of all the official work of the English civil 
service, even including the diplomatic corres- 
pondence with this country. 
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Reporting ^inal yirgumeiila. 



HE New York Court of 
Appeals has just de- 
cided a crimiaal case 
('I by which a judg- 
fiient convicting a 
person of a crime has 
been reversed, upon 
the sole ground that 
the trial court permitted, as claimed by the 
defendant's counsel, the district attorney, in 
his final argument to the jury, "togooutside 
of the evidence in the case and make state- 
ments of fact which were not proven, and 
upon those statements to make fervid and 
inflammatory appeals to the jury to convict 
the defendant for irrelevant and improper 

The importance of this decision to the court 
reporter is that, while he is not called upon 
to report in full, ordinarily, the final argu- 
ments of counsel to the jury, yet occasions 
may arise when his failure to record accurately 
such parts of arguments as the exigencies of 
the particular case require, might work irre- 
trievable injustice to parties. Inasmuch as 
thiamayoccurin any case, the court reporter 
(when not actually reporting a speech by 
request) usually carefully follows the argu- 
ments and holds himself in readiness to note 
the language to which objection is made, 
together with the objection and ruling. 

I should like to present this decision in full, 
but lack of space forbids. I cannot even quote 
the portions which were characterized as 
"fervid and inflammatory, "and shall simply 

(0 People 1. Fielding, reponed [n .jg N. Y. Coun of 



show how the question arose, and the methods 
pursued by the reporter in making up bia 
record. Hereitis: " The district attorney : 
Defendant changed his style of living from a 
frame house on Prospect Avenue to a palatial 
residence on Eighth Avenue, which ever; 
man knows cannot be maintained in the style 
of that neighborhood for less than ten thous- 
and dollars a year." "Objected to." "The 
Court ; There is no evidence of that." " By 
the district attorney : I appeal to the common 
sense of the jury," ''The Court: There ia 
no other comment required than the state- 
ment of the fact that there is no evidence in 
the case as to how much it cost tc^maintain 
an establishment on Eighth Avenue." " By 
the district attorney ; There is no evidence, 
but you will not prohibit their using their 
experience, etc." In further summing up the 
the district attorney said : " Go and spend an 
hour in the tax collector's office the day after 
the tax levy is confirmed, and look at the long 
line—" "Objected to by the defendant." 
"The Court ; I do not think this interruption 
is called for." "By defendant's counsel; 
I will take an exception if your honor will 
permit him to proceed on that line." "The 
Court : I will hear what he says first." " By 
defendant's counsel : I ask to have it taken 
down. I ask you to stop him at this point, 
and take an exception." "The Court: I 
cannot have it taken down and have him 
stopped also. Proceed." The districtattomey 
continued, and about the same character of 
interruptions occurred, the reporter repro- 
ducing faithfully a pen picture of the pro- 
ceedings, and doing bis work well. 
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Such reporting is not easy. Generally, the 
court and counsel are more or less excited, 
one by the heat of argument, the objecting 
attorney because he believes that his client's 
rights are being trodden upon, and the words 
fly back and forth likehot shot— exclamations, 
half completed sentences, interruptions by 
the court, etc., ad nauseam (as the reporter 
thinks). 

This decision should be read by every 
would-be court reporter. In it are num- 
erous references to other cases wherein 
the same question has arisen, and a study of 
which will enable stenographers, not experi- 
enced in court work, to learn how such in- 
cidents should be treated when they happen. 

I shall be pardoned for repeating, for the 
sake of emphasis, that this case was decided 
by the court of appeals, and thereby two 
lower courts reversed, solely because of state- 
ments made by a lawyer in summing up, to 
which objection had been made. Could 
stronger test be submitted of the importance 
to a court reporter of properly understanding 
when and what to "take" of a final argument 
to a jury ? 

^arfies to 3)Ubarment S^oeeedingB £iabl9 
for Stenographer's 3^ees, 

ANEW YORK City Attorney instituted 
pro<^dings against another attorney to 
disbar him from practicing his profession. 
In such cases it is discretionary with the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court to 
direct the expenses of such proceedings to be 
paid by the county. Stenographer Wm. F. 
Bonynge, of N. Y. City, was selected by con- 
sent of both parties to report the case, which 
he did, furnishing transcripts to the referee 
and each of the attorneys. The attorneys 
having refused to pay the stenographer, 
claiming that the county should pay, an 
action was brought against both attorneys. 
In a memorandum directing judgment (re- 
ported 25 N. Y. Misc. 599), Judge McAdam 
says: **They (the attorneys) accepted the 
stenographic services knowing that Bonynge, 
the stenographer, expected compensation 
therefor from them. Defendants were the 
only persons benefited by his services to 
whom he could look for pay. The defend- 
ants insist that this rule applies to ordinary 
references, and not to one ordered in a pro- 
ceeding to disbar an attorney, which is of a 



public nature and quasi-criminal, and that in 
such cases the expenses must be paid by the 
county. The plaintiff has no claim for ser- 
vices against the county and no means of ob- 
taining an order directing the county to pay. 
She(i) must look to the defendants as of course 
and they must respond, whether they obtain 
reimbursement or not." Judgment was or- 
dered in favor of the plaintiff for 1918.25 with 
interest I164.55. 

Correspondence. 

" H. W. Thornk, Esq. 
Johnstown, N. Y. 

DSAR Sir : — I received some advertising 
matter relative to the Pemin system of short- 
hand recently. The system appears quite 
simple, and on the face may show some merit, 
neverthelesss I would be very slow in advis- 
ing any beginner to try it. Do you know the 
system, if so what do you tliink of it? 

E. S. R." 

[Answer. I have had no personal ex- 
perience with the system. It is based upon 
the connective-vowel plan, of which I have 
not a good opinion for rapid reporting. The 
fact that the majority of the leading report- 
ers of the world use systems and adaptations 
based on the Pitmanic idea ought to have 
great influence in determining a beginner in 
the selection of his shorthand. On page 123 
of The Stenographer for December, 1897, 
my opinion of the vocalization theory of Ute 
Pernm svstem as compared with the Pitmanic 
will be found under the title " The Connec- 
tive Vowel System." H. W. T.] 

"Mr. H. W. Thorne, 
Johnstown, N. Y. 

Dear Sir : — In your answer to an inquiry 
in The Stenographer of April you state 
that age is a most important element to be 
considered in regard to studying stenography. 
* * * I am thirty-four years of age and two 
or three years ago commenced to study ste- 
nography in the hope that this knowledge 
would assist me in getting a position. I fol- 
lowed a regular course, and, after that, 
worked for a year as stenographer in a rail- 
road office. I left that place because I had 
too little stenographic work to do, to keep 
up my speed. I did not succeed in getting a 
position as stenographer elsewhere but am 
engaged in doing other clerical work and 



(i) The claim was assigned to Mary £. Bormay, in whose 
name the action was brought. 
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spend the evenings I have free in keeping up 
my stenography. I sometimes think that it 
is on account of my age that I cannot get a 
position as stenographer. My speed is about 
loo to 125 words a minute, and I often think 
that I commenced too late ever to get speed 
enough to be able to command a fair sal- 
ary. Would you advise me to kee^ on with 
the study, or give it up, and give my leisure 
time to the study of what is liable to give 
better returns? 

Subscriber for Thb Stknographbr." 

[Answer. Your letter, written with pen 
and ink, disclosed imperfect knowledge of 
punctuation and orthography, the most 
striking instances being the use of quotation 
marks on the line instead of a hyphen and 
the misspelling of the simple word ** too *' 
thus : ** to.** Beside the general form of the 
communication, the lack of para^aphs, the 
unnecessary and awkward flourishes upon 
capital letters and some trifling errors cau.sed 
by carlessness, indicate that your trouble 
arises from defective general fitness rather 
than from lack of amanuensis speed, assuming 
as true your statement of speed 100 to 125 
words per minute. I do not think the obstacle 
to your success as an amanuensis is your 
age, as you suggest. But judging from the 
brief outline of your history, your letter as a 
whole, its general tenor, etc., as indicative of 
your attainments, your age, the fact that you 
utterly failed to perceive the point of inquiry 
of the correspondent to whom you refer in 
the April Stenographer— from these cir- 
cumstances, and the inferences that naturally 
flow from them, I do not believe you would 
ever make a successful law reporter. ( Note 
that the inquiry of the April correspondent 
was as to preparation for court reporting, in 
which age is an important factor. ) In con- 
clusion : You are not too old to succeed as a 
amanuensis. Seek to improve your all-around 
educational fitness as well as to increase your 
steno^aphic speed, and, above all, do not 
get discouraged, remembering that to the 
strong belongs the race.—H. W. T.] 



Court-Stoom 8ehoe9, 

Jk NSWER of Witness ; • * I am not positive 
^^ — real, dead — earnest positive about it." 

Ordinarily the mistake of rendering the 
Pitmanic outline for '* yes sir " into the num- 
eral * * 6 " would not occur. It did recently in 
the following : 



The answer was first transcribed "446,*' 
the shorthand of •* yes sir ** being written so 
close to the " 44 " as to resemble a part of the 
number. The context was so slight that the 
error was not discovered until the three lines 
of notes next following had been read. A 
line drawn below the figure •*6" will dis- 
tinguish it from *' yes sir.** 



« « 



A witness was forced to admit, on cross- 
examination, that he had been incarcerated 
in a penitentiary. On the re-direct-examina- 
tion his attorney attempted to soften the 
asperity of this damaging admission as fol- 
lows : 

"Q. You and your wife had some little 
altercation?** 

**A. Yes, sir.** 

** Q. Been living with her ever since? *' 

**A. Yes, sir. •» 

*'Q. And living fairly happy together, I 
suppose ? * * ( Laughter. ) 



"A. Yes, sir.'* 



•» « 



"Q. No. 44?** 
"A. 44, yes, sir.** 



The following illustrates the pernicious 
habit some attorneys have of framing a com- 
pound question, obtaining an answer to the 
latter portion, and then putting another in- 
terrogatory which, together with the first 
part of the previous one, makes the entire 
question asked, viz : 

** You remember in '95, the latter part of 
the year, from December 25, or thereabouts, 
to January ist? You know E T ? 

"A. I do.** 

*'Q. Do you know of his performing 
work for the city of about that time ? '* 

•* A. He did ; he assisted me in the office." 

The reader will observe that omission of 
the first part of the compound question would 
make the last question and answer senseless, 
and, especially in the particular case from 
which the above matter is quoted, as the 
time of performance of said work was of the 
** essence ** of the inquiry. (0 

Siote: 

Mr. £. S. Rose continues as stenographer 
with the Quaker City Fruit Co., at No. 6 
Vine St., Philadelphia. 

(i) "Essence of the inquiry." The phrase "of the essence 
of the contract" occurs in law work. Its meaninE ^ ap|>ar« 
ent — the heart or life of the subject-matter : the very 
essence. 

(Continued on folio 138.) 
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"Sn Confidence.' 




■;UR California corres- 
pondent. Miss Louise 
M. Jenks, contributes 
tbe following, and we 
take this opportunity 
of thanking ber pub- 
licly for timely advice 
which loses none of its charm from the fact 
that it is written in her usual enterlainiiig 
.tyl.i 

" A young woman, a stenographer, stopped 
me the other day as I was walking down the 
•treet, and said that she had such a delightful 
piece of news for me. Anything new and de- 
lightful is welcome, and I allowed her to im- 
part it tome, Whensheliaddonesoand was 
gleefully watching the surprising effect of it 
on my countenance, I asked, ' But, how did 
you come to find this out?' She returned calm- 
ly, ' Ob, I discovered it in the course of the 
business correspondence ; I find out so many 
interesting things that way ! ' I dare say that 
she does. ' Does it not occur to you, once in 
a great while,' I said, ' that these communica- 
tions which you receive ia your capacity as 
this man's confidential secretary, are to be 
regarded as trusts, and are not for you to dis- 
pose of as you please?' She looked doubt- 
ful a moment. Then she brightened, ' But 
then I know that what I tell you will never 
get back to the o£Gce or to the ears of Mr. 

,' she said. 

" That was the prime consideration. That 
•he was trusted, and that it ought to be ber 
pride to prove herself worthy of her employ- 
era' aud their clients' confidence ; that great 
results often depended on her discretion ; 
that business failures and losses, shattered 



friendships, even public di^race tosorae one, 
might turn upon a word from those careless 
lips of hers, she never imagined. She knew 
that I would not repeat what she had told 
me, or at least that I would repeat with so 
much caution that the disclosure could not be 
traced to her, and she be blamed, and that 
was enough. 

" I wonder what can be done with a girl 
like this one,— bnt the ranks of the men are 
not free from the typre. Argument is thrown 
away, dark hints are soon forgotten, 
preaching on the text of the obvious duty 
smiled at, and every day she is learning 
more and more of these ' interesticig things,' 
and adding more and more to her delightful 
budget of news. Gossips will soon look 
eagerly for her coming, and even if she form 
a resolve not totell this last bit of news, their 
questionswill speedily break down her resolu- 
tion, and to be entertaicnng she will be a 
traitor. I think this does not put it too 
strongly or too emotionally. The talkative 
girl, in the law or business office, or at the 
secretary's desk, in somebody's library, the 
one who would tell you these tales, and yet 
stop short of a deliljerate, bribed betrayal of 
heremployers' interests, can work incslculable 
mischief ; and this particular employee, I am 
sure, will be found out one day and ignomin- 
iously dismissed, and the chance of another 
and a like honorable position made very 
remote ; for the men and women who have 
been so bitterly disappointed in her will do 
all they can to warn others against such. 

" It is really a petty and a thieving spirit ; 
these stories are not hers to tell ; they belong 
to her neighbors, but she carries them about 
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with her, and uses them as whim dictates. 
Stenographers have so many opportunities 
to do this, as their work is, in a great meas- 
ure, private and their employers' most 
cherished plans are often laid before them. 

*' Women are more widely accused of this 
prattling and tattling than men are, when 
they dccupy these confidential positions, but 
not altogether justly. A prominent lawyer 
told me not very long ago, that the young 
man whom he had formerly employed in his 
office had thought it ' smart ' to tell all he 
knew of the clients' affairs ; and one day, 
his sin finding him out, he was gently but 
firmly and rapidly led to the head of the 
main stairs, and advised to descend forthwith 
and never return, lest next time his descent 
would be less voluntary and more precipitate, 
or words to that effect. He learned the les- 
son which this young woman whom I met 
the other day has yet hardly and bitterly to 
learn, and which teaches us that other peo- 
ple's secrets given over to our care for a time 
must be as honorably kept intact, and as con- 
scientiously accounted for, as other people's 
money." 

Uhat Unfair Crfticism, 

A LTHOUGH •• A Woman Stenographer," 
^* in sending the following does not ob- 
serve our rule of requiring full name, whether 
same shall appear in print or not, we are 
glad to publish it on this occasion as it is in 
thorough accord with our May editorial on 
*• The Other Side:" 

" Regarding the note in the April issue on 
• Unfair criticism, ' I would say that I am 
confident if the writer of that article will 
inquire into the matter he will find that he 
stands almost alone in the prejudicial view 
he takes of women stenographers and their 
work. It may be possible that in his section 
of the countT}', for some reason, * it is so 
difficult,' as he says, ' as to be well nigh im- 
possible to get a woman typewriter to do 
acceptable work ' ; but it is as unreasonable 
for him to dub them all incompetent, because 
of the poor specimens with whom he seems 
to be acquainted, as it would be to judge all 
lawyers by the few * fakes,' all doctors by 
the few ' quacks,' or any other professional 
class by the deficiencies of the few. We 
would be interested to know more about his 
experience with women stenographers, as it 



must have been something far from the or- 
dinar>', judging from his summary disposal 
of them. The criticism of business men 
everywhere, who have women employed by 
them in responsible positions, is that, as a 
rule, they are more conscientious, neater, 
more accurate and more accommodating than 
men employed in the same positions. We 
are afraid our friend is behind the times. As 
for the letter he speaks of, written by a woman 
stenographer, consisting of five lines and 
containing seven mistakes, anyone who has 
g^ven the work of women stenographers any 
thought whatever, knows that if such a state- 
ment was intended to be taken as a type of 
their work, it is too absurd to admit even of 
a denial." 

Xofes, Sers^na/ and Otherwise. 

▲ T the regular monthly meeting of the 
^^ Denver Council of the National Asso- 
ciation of Women Stenographers, held in 
March, plans were discussed for the per- 
manent establishment of a down-town club 
and lunch room. A committee was appointed 
to select a suitable location, which will be 
fitted up as a combined lunch room, gymnas- 
ium and club room. Luncheons will be 
served at a reasonable cost, and every effort 
will be made to promote a feeling of fellow- 
ship and general interest among the women 
stenographers of the city. Steps were also 
taken to induce the newspapers of the city to 
refuse publication of all advertisements for 
stenographers which were inserted for im- 
moral purposes. 

Miss Annie M. Whitcomb, of Bangor, Me., 
an unusually successful stenographer, has 
taken a position in the office of the Wood & 
Bishop Co. 

Miss Adelaide E. Farley, of Utica, N. Y., 
has accepted a position as stenographer for 
the Equitable Gas & Electric Co., of that 
city. 

'* Mrs. Potter Palmer, club leader and soci- 
ety light, never did a brighter act in her 
whole illuminated life than when she threw 
open the portals of her Chicago palace not so 
very long ago and greeted as her guests 
hundreds of the pretty typewriter girls of 
that city. With a function that would have 
flattered her four hundred friends, she enter- 
tained these self-supporting young women of 
the National Stenographers' Association, 
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which at her instigation was organized during 
the World's Fair, and has since received her 
friendly and financial support. This one gra- 
cious act of a woman honored the world over 
did more to break down the false social bar- 
rier of wealth, and to inspire in the woman 
who works the belief that worth may always 
win, than all the cut-and-dried * problem* 
papers that were ever mumbled from a club 
platform ! "—Selected. 

Miss Vida Thayer, of Auburn, N. Y., who 
has acted as stenographer in the Business 
Men's Association office, has accepted a simi- 
lar position with the law firm of Underwood, 
Storke & Seward ; while Miss Mattie Bowman 
will fill the vacancy created in the Business 
Association's office. 

Judge Van Etten has appointed Miss Edna 
M. Scott stenographer of the County Court 
(Kingston, N. Y.) for terms appointed to be 
held for the hearing and decision of motions, 
trials and proceedings without a jury. 

Ida E. Turner. 
* ♦ ^ 

Weds Mis Stenographer. 

YI/HEN Shelley B. Hutchinson, a well 
~ ^ known downtown lawyer and reputed 
millionaire, returns to New York from a trip 
to Alameda, Cal., next week he will bring 
with him a bride, who, until yesterday was 
none other than the stenographer who 
worked in his California branch office. 

Mr. Hutchinson met the young woman 
through an advertisement in a newspaper for 
a stenographer. Miss Clara Bell Usinger 
replied to the "ad" and she was engaged. 
That was a year ago. In a short time business 
called Mr. Hutchinson back to New York, 
but he returned to California as quickly as 
possible, only to be compelled to go to 
Australia for a longer period. 

At about this time Mr. Hutchinson decided 
he could not live without the young woman, 
and he lost no time in apprising her of the 
fact. 

The result was yesterday's wedding. The 
ceremony took place at the residence of the 
bride's parents. 

The bride is eighteen years old, very pretty 
and of charming manners. Her father is not 
wealthy, but has a comfortable home. 

Mr. Hutchinson is thirty-six years old and 
has been identified at the bar in this city for 
seven years or more. — The Telegraphy N. K, 
April zndy i8gg^ 



9ovemor Stooseoelt*s Versatility* 

ONE of the busiest writers of the day is 
Governor Theodore Roosevelt, of New 
York, naturalist, story- writer, biogra- 
pher, historian and political scientist. He 
has crowded into the fourteen years of his 
literary life fourteen books. During this 
period he has been an unsuccessful candidate 
for New York's mayoralty, a Civil Service 
Commissioner, President of the New York 
Police Board, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
Colonel of the Rough Riders, and Governor. 
The marvel is how he has managed to ac- 
complish it all. Naturally, Mr. Roosevelt is 
a ready and rapid writer. Most of his early 
hunting tales were written on his ranch, 
where the convenience of a stenographer and 
typewriter was unknown. There he learned 
to compose rapidly with the pen. His manu- 
script is plainly written and singularly free 
from errors. 

When Mr. Roosevelt returned East he found 
this practice of inestimable value. He had 
learned to think before writing, and dictating 
came naturally to him. During his frequent 
trips from New York to other cities he often 
was accompanied by a stenographer, and 
many a chapter of his biographical works 
assumed form amid the rumble of the train. 

* * * 

Chicago, May 4th, 1899. 
The Stenographer, 

Drexel Building, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Genti^emen : 

At a meeting of the National Association 
of Women Stenographers, held at Chicago, 
May 4th, the following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year : 

Gertrude Beeks, President; Matae B. 
Cleveland, First Vice President; Edna 
Dickerson, Second Vice President ; Anne H. 
Cooper, Recording Secretary; Edith Conrad, 
Corresponding Secretary ; Florence N. 
Hefter, Treasurer, 

^ ^ ^ 

Mr. H. a. Gehringer, formerly instruc- 
tor in Graham Phonography at the American 
Business College, Allentown, Pa., was ap- 
pointed city stenographer and clerk under 
Mayor Schaadt, at the last Democratic elec- 
tion. 
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Sditorial. 

3Kr. Skomaa JHUm Sietd on Migh 

JM R. Thomas Allen Ree<l stated to an in- 
I'l terviewer sometime before his death 
' V._ that he believed Ihe majority of 
writers would never attain, with any 
amount of practice, to a speed of zoo words 
pet minute. When asked as to the greatest 
speed at which he himself could write, he 
said he always hesitated to answer that ques- 
tion because of the fact that occasional 
spurts are misleading. "Talcing a long 
stretch," he said, "I do not think I ever 
mnch exceeded zoo words a minute, for, say, 
half an hour at a time." 

Mr. Reed's advice to students is, "Begin 
•lowly and persistently. Do not at first be in 
■ hurry to attain any great speed but lay a 

SDod foundation. Give an hour or so each 
ay to the study, especially I would say, do 
not begin at all unless you can quite make 
op your miads to pursue it etficiently and 
regiilarly. ' ' 
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Ur. Reed was well known as one of tbe 
leading shorthand writers of the world. His 
record stands among the very first tor excel- 
lence of work. He was able to report the 
most difficult, technical and scientific matter 
and while it is probable that some of our best 
American reporters could excel liim in very 
high speed, probably none could make a 
better report on all kinds of matter than Ur. 
Reed. His advice to beginners is exceedingly 
valuable. Thoroughness, absolute mastery of 
the principles of the art, the ability to an- 
alyte words quickly and correctly and repro- 
duce the sounds by the proper signs are tbe 
prime essentials. Persistent pracrice will bring 
speed provided the student has the general 
intelligence which will enable him to grasp 
the meaning of what he is trying to report. 



THE Phonographic Magazine for May 
contains the following : 
"The Stenographer continues to publish 
each month a page of ' Benn Pitman ' short- 
hand. The notes given on page 93 of the 
April number of that journal contain no 
fewer than one hundred and forty departurea 
from the standard expounded in Benn Pit- 

The Department referred to above by the 
Phonographic Magazine is in charge of the 
well-known teacher Mr. Charles T. Piatt, 
Principal of the Shorthand Department of 
the Hartford Business College, and author of 
the " Pitmanic Shorthand Instructor." The 
Department is headed " Benn Pitman Short- 
hand as taught by Chas. T. Piatt," which ia 
sufficient notice tliat it is not as taught by the 
Editor of the Phonographic Magazine. It is 
called the "Benn" Pitman Department to 
distinguish it from the "Isaac" Pitman or 
from the "Graham" Department, and the 
announcement that it is written as taught by 
Professor Piatt accounts for the fact that there 
are departures from that given in Benn Pit- 
man's own text-books. These departures are 
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intentional and not accidental, and are made 
because they are considered improvements, 
just as the outlines written by David Wolfe 
Brown, who is known as a Ben n Pitman writer, 
are departures from the Benn Pitman text- 
books, because, in the wide experience of 
Mr. Brown, he has found better forms, more 
simple, more easily written and more legible. 
There must be some variations allowed 
in these matters, as it is not possible to secure 
absolute uniformity even where it is intended. 
Indeed, we are quite sure we have seen it 
stated that many outlines in the Phonographic 
Magazine are not the same as have been 
given in the .printed text-books, in the Benn 
Pitman series, showing that the writer of the 
same considered that he had found a 
better form, or he had forgotten the form 
which the books teach. 

OUR old friend Mr. Bates Torrey informs 
us that " Practical Typewriting" is win- 
ning its way to the front, and we take pleasure 
in recording the fact that many of our beat 
operators have acquired their skill through 
the mastery of this valuable text-book. 







NE of our leading teachers writes as fol- 
lows : 

•'The pure, clear tone of • The Stenog- 
rapher cannot be appreciated too highly, 
and it will always atiord me pleasure to 
uphold it in any way in my power.'* 

^ ^ ^ 

SCoteSf S^eraonai and OtherwiBe, 

Mr. Charles F. Deii,y has accepted posi- 
tion as stenographer to Mr. Stephen Lett, 
of the John Hancock Life Insurance Co., 
Allentown, Pa. 

Mr. Frank H. Longi^by, son of the late 
Klias Longley, died in Pasadena, Calif., at the 
&ge of 34. He was an expert Court Reporter 
and one of the respected citizens of South 
Pasadena. 

Mr. George B. Hendrick, recently ste- 
nographer for Postmaster Hyde, of Spring- 
field, Mass., has been appointed to the Rail- 
way Mail Service. He is but eighteen years 
of age, and probably the youngest man in 
the service. 



3)epartment of JCaw 3teportwg, 

(Continued from folio 133.) 

Mr. Patrick J. Swebnby, student at law in 
the office of Whalen & Dunn, 206 Broadway, 
N. Y. City, has been doing some important 
stenographic law reporting lately. 

Correspondents who expect their com- 
munications to be published, should sign 
their true names, not, necessarily, for the 
purpose of publication, but as a guaranty of 
good faith on their part. 

Mr. Charles W. Chestnutt is said to 
be the leading law and general reporter of 
Cleveland, O. Comparatively a young man, 
he has won fame as the author of negro 
stories, having recently published his latest 
book "The Conjure Woman,'* comprising 
seven stories. Mr. C's insight into the char- 
acteristics of the negro race may be the 
clearer from a slight kinship with it. He has 
traveled extensively, is modest and a good, 
substantial citizen. 

Gov. RooSEVBLT of New York has signed 
a bill relating to the appointment of stenog- 
raphers for grand' juries, and fixing rates of 
compensation therefor. 

H. W. Thorne. 




Publisher's Notes. 




OUR readers will please note change ot 
address of the New Century Caligraph 
from 237 to 316 Broadway, New York. 
The first of a series of five plates, illustrat- 
ing "Writing in all Ages," appears on the 
outside cover page this month. 

Our friend Mr. McCarthy of the American 
Writing Machine Company will please accept 
our thanks for recent favors. 



— — — ^^ More vacancies than teach- 
TS&CbSrS W&nt6lli ers. Teachers* Agencies of 
— — — — America, Wash., D. C. 



WANTED :— Thoroughly competent J 
shorthand teacher ; a man who ^ 
can start and build up a large school, who | 
J can take entire charge. A bright, up-to- J 
% date man will receive good compensation, f 
\ Address, with full particulars, salary, etc., ^ 
J Box 812, Pittsburgh, Pa. J 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 




teacher's department 

W. C. PARSAL, Ph. B. 

Secretary of Aurora Modern College, Aurora, 111., Editor. 

Matter for publication in this Department should be addressed 

to its editor. 



<^ UDGING from the method they follow 
"^r in teaching Bhortfaand, here is the 
^-^ way some of our venerable brethen 
would teach the art of bicycle riding. 

First, give the student a lecture on the 
natural laws which govern all matter, and 
especially those which apply to moving 
bodies. Explain carefully the law of gravita- 
tion, and the possibly serious effects of disre- 
garding it ; and in this connection explain 
what is meant by the center of gravity, and 
emphasize the necessity of having it at aU 
times in a convenient place. Be sure that 
the student understands these principles 
thoroughly before he proceeda further, as the 
entire art of bicycle riding depends upon 
them, and he should not be allowed to at- 
tempt to ride until he has thoroughly 
mastered the principles. 

Many teachers make a mistake here, and 
allow students to attempt ta ride before 
learning the principles, which results, as 
might be expected, in their falling. How is 
it that teachers can expect their studenda to 
do anything without firat fully mastering the 
principles governing it, is difficult to under- 
Next should follow a few lectures and re- 
citationa on the mechanism of the bicycle. 
The student should become familiar with the 
names of the different parts of the wheel, and 
the manner of their correlation. Be careful 
about the nomenclature ; one would make a 
sorry spectacle indeed who endeavored to 
ride before knowing the significance of the 
word " head " or "fork." 

Now the laws of motion should be applied 
to the art of bicycle riding, and the student 
should be thoroughly instructed as to the 



manner of keeping a wheel in an upright 
position while in motion. Be particular to 
impreaa on the mind the necessity of tnming 
the wheel in the same direction in which it 
begins to fall, for we have known students to 
violate this rule after having it apparently 
welt learned. A photograph of a person in 
the act of riding is valuable to illustrate this 
portion of the work. The teacher should 
also explain what muscles, tendons, etc., are 
brought into play in riding. 

Next, the class should receive drill in the 
movement ; this may be done by the class 
standing and each student placing his hands 
on the back of the chair in front of him, and 
lifting one foot at a time from the floor and 
rotating it as if riding. During this exercise 
the teacher should pass from one to another 
and see that a free easy movement is 
acquired. 

The teacher should next explain all techni- 
cal terms, such as" schorching." "century," 
" header," etc. The student should now be 
ready to ride. Select a smooth road and bold 
the wheel in place until the beginner has 
mounted. Then lightly start him off.' If he 
falls, it is an indication that be has not 
mastered the principles, and he should put 
away the wheel and review thoroughly from 
the fitBt before attempting to ride again, 



CfoeAlMff Shorlhaad. 

THE constant aim of a teacher of short- 
band is to produce competent amanuen- 

ses and reporters. How best to attain this 
end certainly occupies tbegreaterpart of bis 

attention. First, heshould inspire bis students 
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"with a lively enthusiasm for the study, and a 
confidence in their own ability to master it, 
not failing to make prominent the fact that 
the art will be mastered only by close ap- 
plication and diligent practice. The stu- 
dent should also be made to feel that the 
teacher has a great deal of confidence in 
him. Most students will make strenuous 
efforts to retain the confidence that has been 
reposed in them. Their merits should always 
receive due praise from the teacher, and their 
faults should be mentioned only in a general 
way. By praising the work of those who 
deserve it, they not only receive encourage- 
merft, but the plodders will be inspired to do 
their best to merit the same commendation. 
I have found it poor policy to keep bright 
students back in order that a few slow ones 
may receive all the attention they want. 
There are some students who never will be- 
come reporters, and the teacher will never 
receive credit for time wasted in waiting for 
them. 

While teaching the principles, in order to 
insure a thorough knowledge of each new 
principle, the student should be required to 
write each exercise at a reasonable rate of 
speed from dictation and be able to read his 
notes. When he begins easy dictation, the 
teacher should insist first upon accuracy ; 
then, speed, requiring the article to be writ- 
ten at a high rate of speed only after each 
outline is thoroughly understood. After a 
few months practice of this kind, new matter 
may be taken at a high rate of speed. 

Teaching the principles of shorthand is by 
no means the only important part of a teach- 
er's work. If he fails to incorporate into the 
mind of the student the importance of pos- 
sessing such qualities as accuracy, punctual- 
ity and systematic habits, he falls far short 
of his duty, for without these any student 
will be a failure in the business world. In 
this the teacher can do a great deal by ex- 
ample. If he is always prompt in meeting 
every obligation, he will inspire the same 
spirit into his students. 

The teacher of shorthand should be an 
experienced shorthand writer, thoroughly 
acquaint^ with the demands made upon 
stenographers in the offices of business 
houses. He can then inform the young ste- 
nographer what will be expected of him, and 
he, being fully aware of the demands that 
will be made upon him, will succeed where 



otherwise discouragement and failure would 
overtake him. 

Finally, the teacher should also be teach- 
able. No teacher knows all that can be learned 
about shorthand. This preeminent knowledge 
is reserved for a few students who have; 
recently finished the principles. Keep your 
eyes wide open to new and best methods of 
ofiice practice, or anything that will help the 
student to fill a first class position in a modern 
well-regulated office, and there w^ill never be 
lack of demand for your services. 

S. E. COOPBR, 
Greenville College, (111.) 



£ooe ^our Shorthand. 

npHE teacher who instills in the student a 
^ love for the beautiful art, has a noble 
work. How many stenographers do not love 
this high art, how often have I heard them 
say, " I do not have time to read the short- 
hand papers," or that they care nothing 
about subscribing for a first-class shorthand 
journal. To such, my advice is, give up the 
profession ; you will never be successful, un- 
less you love the art sufficiently to find time 
to read some good phonetic paper. I feel I 
have been as busy as any stenographer in the 
country for the past year,* still I always find 
time to read five or six of the shorthand 
magazines and also a number of works per- 
taining to the ** winged art." Shorthand, like 
all other arts, must be studied and inculcated 
into the very being to be appreciated. It 
must be thoroughly mastered in order to be 
written rapidly. Both theory and practice 
must be carefully looked after, if the student 
or stenographer wishes to be successful in 
the broadest sense of the word, for stenogra- 
phers should never cease to be students of 
shorthand. In a measure, many teachers are 
to blame for the lack of enthusiasm in their 
students, for frequently they are not as en- 
thusiastic as they should be over the good 
shorthand literature to be had for a penny a 
week. A stenographer should early learn to 
love his system, for unless you love the sys- 
tem, you will not devote yourself to it with 
the zest and earnestness necessary to become 
an expert. If shorthand teaches a pupil any- 
thing, it teaches him to be observing and 
this is one of the noblest faculties one can 
possess. Successful business men must ob- 
serve the little things. Unless you keep 
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your «yes open, you -will be left in the race 
for fame and glory in whatever calling you 
have chosen. For this reason, ahorthatid is 
a valuable study, whether you ever expect to 
use it or not. Many of our great men owe 
their success, to having mastered shorthand 
in early life. Dickens says, " It was one of 
the irons I did not suffer to cool," and no 
doubt, he awed much of his close observing 
which made him one of the greatest English 
writers, to Ihis beautiful study of shorthand. 
If you cannot love your shorthand work, if 
you cannot grow enthusiastic over it, you 
had better give it up ; shorthand is not for 
you. Leave it to those who will be more 
successful than you can ever hope to be, 
without this love. Devote yourself to some- 
thing else that you can really love. 

Benn J, Ferguson. 
* ♦ ♦ 
Siuaiitess Opporlunitiea. 

EvBRY stenographer interested in book- 
keeping and desirous of progressing should 
aendtoMr. ], H. Goodwin, Room 506, 1215 
Broadway, New York City, for a copy of bis 
handsome pamphlet whicb he will send free 
if you mention The Stenographer. 



good. No one is aware that Benn Pitman 
has, or ever had. any 'own books,' and many 
writers of Isaac Pitman's 9tta edition will be 
pleased to be informed of the fact. But inas- 
macli as Mr. Howard has shown that words 
may be written according to the so-called 
Beiiu Pitman system in 967 ways, the few 
(140 to the page) innovations by Mr. Plailt 
should be hailed by Mr. Howard as tending 
to show the ' great wealth of phonographic 
material.' " 



The Stenographers' Association of Denver, 
Colo., are still making plans for a noon-day 
Lunch Club. 



Stemoval Sioliee. 



lUl ESSRS. CUSHMAN & DENISON have 
j[ ' I removed to their new building 340-241 
^ West 23d Street, New York City, a 
cut of which is sliow[i below. This finu 
make a specialty of oil cans and paper fasten- 
ers, and is one of the oldest in the bicycle 
trade. Their perfect oiler is recognized by 
all users as the best and neatest and every 
operator on the machine slioald have one 
handy. 



Run no risk, save your health, send to 
The Gem Moistener Co., York, Pa., for a 
Gem Moistener. price only twenty cents. 
Every office needs one. Sec advertisement 
in this number. 



No more trouble with carbon work. The- 
Fracker Backing Sheet is just the thing. 
Send for one at once it will save you lots of 
trouble and annoyance. For full description 
see advertisement in May issue. 

The Pertiin's Monthly Stenographer for 
April-May contains the following : 

"The Fhonographic Magasine (Benn Pit- 
man organ ) says : 

' The Stenographer, Philada.. continues 
topublish each month, a page of Benn Pitman 
shorthand. The notes given on page 93 of the 
April number of that journal contain no fewer 
than one hundred and forty departures from 
the standard expounded by Benn Pitman's 
'ownbooks.' Ben n Pitman's 'ownbooks'is 
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Usaac pitman department 

EcUted by VmiAM L. AASON. 

Principal of The Metropolitan Shorthand School, 170 Fifth Avenue, S. W. cor. aadSt., 
New York, and Official Instructor in IsRac Pitman's Phonography in the 

Public Day Schools of New York City. 



H WELL-KNOWN Isaac Pitman writer, 
Mr. George Simpson, of the Toronto 
Globe staff, has been appointed to 
the Hansard staff, which reports the 
debates of the Dominion House of Commons. 
Mr. George W. Yates, another Isaac Pitman 
writer, and also a member of the Globe staff, 
has been appointed private secretary to the 
Hon. E. J. Davis, one of the Ontario Cabinet 
ministers. 

Wk strongly advise our readers to subscribe 
to both the '^ Phonetic Journal'' and **/¥/- 
man's Shorthand Weekly.'^ Both are pub- 
lished weekly and contain a large amount of 
beautifully engraved shorthand. In the latter, 
that interesting story ** Mr. Barnes of New 
York " by A. C. Gunter, is being presented 
in the advanced style of phonography. It 
was commenced on the 7th of January. 



Mr. Charles E. Roberts, teacher of Isaac 
Pitman 's Phonography, Evening High 
School, Trenton, N. J., writes : "I have 
taught shorthand in this school for the past 
nine years, and during that time, I have met 
with very great success, which I attribute to 
the fact that I have taught the Isaac Pitman 
system. I am quite sure that this system has 
advantages over all others. I studied two 
other systems, but I feel confident that if 
either of these systems had been adopted in 
our Evening High School, we could not have 
made a success of the study. My pupils have 
all obtained good positions, and at the present 
moment not one who has finished the course, 
is out of a position. Recently one of our 
lawyers asked me to send him a stenographer, 
but I had no one to send, as none of my 
pupils has ever been * turned down, ' and they 
nold positions second to none in this city and 
elsewhere. Ex-Secretary of the Navy, Gen'l 
George M. Robeson, with whom I studied 
law, told his .son in my presence that short- 
hand was the first thing a man should take 
up if he intends to become a lawyer. ' ' 



Mr. B. S. Simonds, A. M., Dep't of Science, 
High School, Pottsville, Pa., writes: "Our 
Commercial Dep't uses a system of shorthand 
other than the Isaac Pitman, but I cannot 



say with what degree of satisfaction. One 
thing I have found that may be of interest to 
you, viz : out of ten or twelve first-class 
shorthand writers in town, all but two gave 
your system the most unqualified praise and 
approval. From what I now know of the 
subject the Isaac Pitman seems to be the one 
to answer every test put to it and is, there- 
fore, the ^iE'^Z'.'* 

♦ ♦ ^ 

3Cey to Ssaae S^itman Phonography, 

The ^eat problem for solution is so to 
diffuse light throughout a room that it shall 
be distributed uniformly over the working 
surfaces with an intensity of a lux. Sixteen- 
candle glow lamps suspended 8 ft. above the 
fioor and fixed in 8 ft. squares, effect this 
purpose very efficiently ; and groups of four 
such lamps fixed 16 ft. high produce a similar 
result. The light a lamp gives is due to the 
expenditure of energy in its carbon filament; 
an electric current is driven through this fil- 
ament by electric pressure, its resistance is 
overcome, it is intensely heated by the pro- 
ceeding, and the result is pure unadulterated 
light. The energy expended per second by 
an ampere (the standard current) driven by a 
volt (the standard pressure) is called a watt. 
A i6-candle glow lamp takes 64 watts, which 
assuming the lamps to l)e fixed 8 feet high, 
means that one watt p)er square foot of sur- 
face is required to secure ample illumination 
from lamps so fixed. In designing the normal 
illumination of rooms, I take the floor area 
in square feet and divide it by 64, which gives 
the number of i6-candle power lamps re- 
quired, fixed 8 ft. ihigh, and these are in- 
creased or diminished according to the pur- 
poses of the room, its form and height, and 
other conditions. The adaptability of the eye 
to nearly every de^ee of light is very ^eat, 
and it is almost impossible for it to judge 
accurately of the amount of light present. 
But it is not as a mere source of light that 
the glow lamp is superior to the gas-burner. 
The former can be put anywhere and used 
without the adventitious aid of match or fire. 
It does not vitiate or unnecessarily warm the 
air, and it simplifies the problem of ventila- 
tion, while at the same time it lends itself 
above all to the aesthetic harmony of the 
furniture and decorations. 
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' Canada, 



/^^HE system of government established 
£|v in Canada under the act of 1867, 
which confederated the North Amer- 
ican possessions of Great Britain, is that of a 
federal union— the first of its kind in the 
British empire. There is a central govern- 
ment, which controls all matters essential to 
the general development and unity of the 
whole dominion, and a number of provincial 
governments having control and manage- 
ment of certain local matters conveniently 
falling within their jurisdiction. Contrary 
to the usually accepted idea of the servient 
position of a " colony,** the dominion inde- 
pendently exercises the largest possible 
rights of legislating on all matters of import- 
ance to the confederation generally, without 
interference from England. The position of 
Canada is, in fact, that of a semi-independ- 
ent power. It is true that the governor- 
general is apparently an official of the English 
government, but he can only act on the 
advice of his Canadian advisers ; and, so far 
as active government is concerned, his posi- 
tion is that of a mere spectator. It is also 
true that the British crown has a right to veto 
acts of the Canadian parliament within two 
years after their passage, if it sees fit to do 
so, but the exercise of such right is extremely 
rare, and has never yet proved irksome. 
Copies of all acts are forwarded to England, 
and the imperial government frequently 
points out errors, defects, omissions, etc., 
with a view to their being remedied, but is a 
very different thing from a veto. 

The government of Canada may be best 
considered under three divisions : ( i ) Fed- 
eral, (2) Provincial and (3) Territorial. 



/. ^federal 9oDernment. 



A. Executive Branch. — The seat of Gov- 
ernment is fixed at Ottawa until the queen 
otherwise directs. The chief executive au- 
thority is nominally vested in the queen, in 
whom also is vested the chief command of the 
militia and of all military and naval forces of 
the dominion. Her majesty is represented 
by a governor-general, appointed by the 
British government for a period of five years, 
at a salary of $50,000 per year by the people 
of Canada. The governor's position must 
not be misunderstood. He is not a viceroy, 
and possesses no independent and scarcely 
any discretionary power. He is bound strictly 
by the terms of his commission, which are 
narrow, and can only exercise such authority 
as is expressly intrusted to him therein. He 
governs under the advice of a council or 
ministry known as the privy council of 
Canada, and he is not at liberty to be present 
at the sittings of this body. 

The active ministry or cabinet, as it is 
popularly called, consists at present of 
eighteen members, each of whom has charge 
of some one particular branch of the admin- 
istration, such as finance, customs, militia, 
public works, etc. The members of the 
cabinet must be members either of the house 
of commons or the senate. They are chosen 
as follows : After a general election the 

governor-generalsummonstheacknowledged 
leader of the political party — liberal or con- 
servative — which has been successful at the 
polls. This leader, known as the premier, 
then selects from his own party the men 
whom he desires to assist him in the admin- 
istration, and in doing so, it might be added, 
he generally gives due consideration to the 
claims of each province to be represented in 
the ministry.— /. Roy Perry\ M. A., in the 
Chicago Record* s Home Study Circle. 



(To be continued. ) 
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BKNN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 



lA^^^^Mb 



.:.....£.. 



< - ^ 






,.%^. 







^V* 






-h 









V 






■ ..aa.a...* 



■s-P^ 



•r . >• 



..SL-il J- 



■•'**"***«1^«**> V««***«*^*a**^* •a««a««aa**a^^^nKaWaa«***ad>'*-*«a**>-a0L*aa**«« aaaaaaa*** aaaa aaa --■ ^WWleaSvCaa ■■ JW(aaa ••»«■**•* la •■>•• aaavaa^a aaaai^'aa a aa*a^^^««««**«a«»*aa*^*«a« ••S* *« >»••- >f%f • •< **•' 

:J[...<Xv«:^:^ !:.... >'iiCt..*...Jw....^ .^ J< r:TrfC....../., ^e:^^ .iA JS»._m 

!! .:._^....-.-::::. !s*!i.....v..!!r::!?...^ .Z..«...fl>.....r!b!^....^..-j...I^ 

*•" •• 'VA H iiali ••• • • K% I ■^•■•***« • a *B *« »•« •••• ••• aa a *aB u a •••• •%•■ •• ••a a^^a aa a »• 9iM* •^ail^mB a « a 4H • • J(*«*«*9VL« a JOTVV 






■ ••a aa aV*«B>**BsVMV** aa • aaa ■• a aa^^%i 



■•^ — r — * ^•■•1 



». 










.(2.„.L.v»...:..../, 



u^ 



" ■• a » a a ^Wmm a a a ■ • a ■ s*^^ a wwrarm ^^^^ aa»»a»aaa aa ^^a • aaa aaa akvaaa* kaaaa Pa aa^^p aasaaaaaaa ^^^^^^^Faa m 9^* fV 






•••**•• ■^^^♦••••■•""•"•"*^***" •••••"••• ••■4 "•••"**•■•«•••• ••-■•-■••■a. (.aaaa -a .• . Vi ..a- . ^A*^^* * * * ^*"'''^ * 



jp^aa-aaaaaaaTa . a . aJaaa aaaa«a^Kaa»a«3^ft' ac**aaa< .ftaa>> M^HOTaaa a At* • • a u^ktaaaaaavaaaaa^aaa U>> ■>• a a^^M^a^^^aaa^j aaafc — aa 1 



A-x:»<' 



a a aaaaaaaaaa«a«*aaaaBa*a«a«ea*aa «^% aaaaaeaaaa • laaaaaa 9m • aa • • •• aakaaaaa a* a ■ a aa B^^* aaaaaaaa ^^* ■•^■••■a* 



k* aaaaa • aaa ^^^^^^^^B •« 



wr 1 ^^ 1 

•^^^^Pa aaa ^B • • ■ ••■■• • > a a a a aa a a • a a* a#a • • (aaaaa'aa* aa vaaa a MA a • • • 




• ft- a • a ^K aaaa -^^ a a a a a iK aa jj^a •>•*• ••aa>a>>aa*aava •llaa-iaaaaaaaaaaaaa aftC aaaa* fla • • ■ a • ^^%f' * '^^^a * ■' a*<* aaaaaaaaaaaAaaaaaaaai 

■"*••■••••■*'""*• •••••^••••••* ••aaa»«»aaaa»J».*a*j*j^aa aa «* a a «Ha a aa«*B a a^tartfT, ••■••••-*•* a^^a. .a •••• aaaa ••Laaaaaa aaa aa a%. a aaaa* aaa»aaaaa**a aaa aa^a a^K*aa aaaaaaa aataaaa...'. a^^aa.aaa aaaa* aaa aB a •■ aKAaaaa 



■ N * — *• 



A 



aaaaXla aaa »» amuammam a^^^^ • ^^■■^MF a a a a aaa aa a^S^aa JK* a a a w^»» a a^^^^^A 






i...4 •. 



rl 




••••.....— ......^^. ^.. ..is^....^» ..•^..•.Stsi.....L.._.^..j(t...... 

•••Nt'" ■"■"•••"•**•"*•"••••• V J -V . .. .X... ./. ...-^ ..I „.. ,..»...,^. ....... I...... ^k...... ........ If..... .A. ..T^....V 

■'5^....«<ir...\i X>'%b -^■•- ••"• .AjfT. J7\»...CL^ .-rt;. -*frfr.....^7rrx.Tl..#^... T/c-A— \"->~4-k^— 



.J.....Jtp^ 




146 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



Gabelsbetoer-IRicbtet department 

Conducted by 
DR- RUDOLF TOMBO, No. 2 Ridge Place, New York. 

Gabelsbergfer Shorthand Society* 



Corresponding Styie. 

G9NTi«BMEN : — In reply to your advertise- 
ment in the Herald of to-day for a clerk, 
capable of keeping a set of books by double 
entry, and familiar with general mercantile 
correspondence, I beg to offer my services 
for the situation. 

I have long been accustomed to similar 
employment, and my last engagement ter- 
minated a few months back, in consequence 
of a severe illness, after having been con- 
tinued for a period of five years, during 
which time I have reason to believe that my 
employers were fully satisfied with me. In 
addition to your expressed requirements, I 
beg to say that I am well acquainted with 
custom-house business, and have sufficient 
knowledge of German to conduct a corres- 
pondence in that language with ease. 

I shall be happy to wait upon you with 
any further information you may require, 
and beg to subscribe myself, 

Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Reporting Style. 
Our Part at the Peace Conference. 

* * * The conference called by the Czar 
afforded us the first opportunity to make our 
influence felt in the councils of Europe and 
to throw that influence with all possible en- 
ergy and weight in the scale for peace and 
justice. 

This it is now plain the Administration has 
wisely determined to do. It is announced 
with authority that two points will be urged 
by our representatives at the conference. 
One is the widest practical adoption of the 
principle of arbitration for the adjustment of 
international disputes ; the other is the 
adoption of the principle of the exemption 
from seizure on the sea in time of war of all 
property not contraband. 

At to the first of these, which is the more 
important, our representatives will have the 



hearty co-operation of the British delegates. 
A scheme has been outlined by each Govern- 
ment and the two are in substantial har- 
mony. It is of course extremely improbable 
that any definite plan will be accepted by the 
powers at the conference, or even by the 
majority of them. Nor, if a plan could be 
framed acceptable to the Executives there 
represented, would it be practicable, except 
in the case of the Czar, to commit the sev- 
eral Governments absolutely. The various 
Legislatures, in one form or another, would 
have to say the last word. We know by 
recent experience how uncertain is legislative 
action on such subjects. Yet it is of the 
greatest value that the idea shall be discussed 
on the favorable presentation of it by the 
delegates of two great and mutually friendly 
powers such as Great Britain and the United 
States. Two such powers, who have twice in 
a single generation settled very ^rave and 
exasperating disputes by arbitration, must 
command attention, and the principle on 
which they are agreed and which they are 
supporting vigorously must be advanced in 
consequence. And it is of immense import- 
ance that the first appearance of these two 
powers in the council of the nations in close 
understanding, amounting almost to alliance, 
at a time when their joint strength is recog- 
nized as practically irresistable, should be as 
advocates of a definite and well-matured plan 
for the prevention of war. Reason is power- 
ful in the long run, but its voice when raised 
for peace is more likely to command respect 
on the lips of those who are known to be 
redoubtable in war. 

The second point on which the delegates 
of the United States will seek to influence 
the conference, the exemption of legitimate 
commerce from the ravages of war on the 
seas as it is exempted on land, is one that is 
is not likely to be advanced greatly. The 
time is probably not ripe for the acceptance 
of a principle so radical. 

On the whole, there is every reason to con- 
gratulate ourselves on the prospect for the 
sound and honorable policy our Government 
has pursued on this most important occasion. 
Editorial, New York Times, May ii, i8gg. 



Note.— The pamphlet, "The New Era of Pho- 
nojfraphy," as well as the circular, "A Practical 
lyesson in Graphic Shorthand " explain the general 
principles of Gabelsberger system. I shall be pleased 
to furnish these publications free of charge to any 
reader of The Stenographer who wishes to form 
an idea of the system.— Z?r. /?. Tombo. 
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rtbcftee'8 l^ew Stanbarb Sbortbanb 

H)epattment, 

Gndttcted by 
U L McKEEr No» 617 Main Street, Buffalo^ N. Y. 



^Wi^HE omni-present desire of the Araeri- 
\\j can people for improvements is well 
^^ demonstrated by the following letter : 

ViNiTA, I. T., May 8th, 1899. 

Editor McKee Shorthand Department : 

I find there is a great deal of prejudice 
existing among shorthand writers and I have 
never become acquainted with a writer who 
did not claim that the system which he had 
learned was far superior to all others. It is 
well enough for one to be possessed of a cer- 
tain amount of conceit but there is, unfor- 
tunately, such a thing as this assuming the 
nature of a narrow vanity. 

I am very glad to state that I am a writer 
of McKee's New Standard and when con- 
fronted with writers of other systems who 
have a tendency to ridicule the more modern 
system, I never fail to advocate the cause 
and, if necessary, demonstrate by actual 
work, the merits of the New Standard. 

Indeed is it not logical that the art of 
shorthand writing should keep pace with the 
progress of our country' and be improved by 
the ingenuity of man the same as other ap- 
pliances that lighten and multiply the capac- 
ities of labor and thus promote comfort, 
wealth, happiness and knowledge. So it 
seems to me that it should be obvious to 
every individual that the ingenuity of the 
American people has not all been expended 
in improvements on farm implements and 
the applications of electricity, steam and air ; 
but a great portion as well has been devoted 
to the acquisition of a better knowledge of 
the winged art hence we have as a result the 
modern systems of shorthand. 

With these views I can but claim as a mat- 
ter of fact that a modern system of shorthand 
possesses the same advantages over the more 
ancient systems as the electrical power to day 
possesses over the horse-power of early 
times. Wm. A. Robbins. 



A TWO-CENT stamp will bring Chart and 
circulars of our system of shorthand 
and Mail Lesson Course. Price of textbook 
$1.60 postpaid. Students' Shorthand Vocab- 
ulary of 4000 words for outlining in short- 
hand, any system, postpaid 40 cents. McKee 
Publishing Co., 617 Main St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

3Cey to XcjfCee*s Slew Standard 

Shorthand. 



CHOOSING A BUSINESS. 



'TI^S most persons are obliged to employ 
/\ themselves usefully to obtain the means 
of support, and as different occupa- 
tions require different kinds of talent and 
bodily constitution ; it becomes a matter 
of moment to all who must earn a living by 
labor of head or hand to select such a pro- 
fession or business as shall be, on the whole, 
best suited for the constitution, the type of 
talent and mental character of the person, 
so as to attain the largest amount of success 
with the least friction of mind or burden to 
the constitution. It is true, doubtless, that 
ninety-nine men out of a hundred could win 
a comfortable support if rightly related to 
business or if the proper profession or occu- 
pation was adopted and followed ; but people 
are mi.splaced ; those who ought to be in 
occupations demanding robust strength and 
vigor are sometimes placed in a light and 
delicate business greatly to the discomfort of 
the operator ; in other cases those who are 
delicate and slender are — 
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The Duties and Qualifications of the 

Congressional Reporter. 

An Address delivered by request before the National Educational Association, 
by David WoIvFE Brown, Official Reporter, U. S. House of Representatives. 




(Continued from May Number). 



B 



UT it is a deficiency which cannot be 
removed by mere training of the 
hand or mere shorthand *'cram- 



I) 



ming, 

The Reporter imperatively needs large 
powers of mental and physical endurance. 
To carry him successfully through the weary- 
ing and wonying tasks of his profession, 
he requires a sound constitution of body and 
mind, with habits of temperance and moder- 
ation. More than this, if he hopes to be 
equal to every emergency of his profession, 
he should be a man of nerve. Difficulties and 
dangers which make some men lose their 
heads, rouse others to excel their ordinary 
selves. The man who, under trying circum- 
stances, is not confused and abashed, but 
stimulated and emboldened, is said to have 
nerve ; and this is the sort of nerve which 
largely helps to make a successful reporter. 
Especially is it needed on that fierce battle- 
field, the floor of the House of Representa- 
tives. When members lose their heads, all 
the more reason is there that the reporter 
should keep cool, with every faculty alert, 
that he may prove himself master of the 
occasion. 

jfCnoioledge 9f £aw SndUpensable. 

'T^HE Congressional Reporter should have 
preeminently and especially a knowledge 
of law. The prime business of the body in 
which he reports is the making of laws. Its 
discussions turn upon tlie law as it has been 
or is, in order to determine what it should 
be. lyCgal rules and maxims are glibly 
quoted. The principles of the common law 
are constantly brought in review. A fre- 
quent topic, too, is that fundamental law, the 
Constitution of the United States — the con- 
struction of its various provisions, with their 



nice qualifications, limitations, and excep- 
tions. How blindly and stumblingly must 
the reporter grope his way through these dis- 
cussions, if his mind has not been enlight- 
ened by the study of common law, statute 
law, constitutional law ! 

More than this, he should be an adept in. 
parliamentary law. • Nice parliamentary 
points are topics of daily debate. Shrewd 
parliamentary tactics are the weapons in 
many a legislative battle. In a body like 
Congress there arise from day to day, almost 
from hour to hour, crisis in which the Re- 
porter, unless versed in parliamentary law,, 
must find himself hopelessly at sea. 



Uhe Sleporter*^ 9eneral Sdueation, 

AS to general education, the reporter should 
possess such a liberal fund of useful 
information as can come only from a natural 
love of reading, exercised over the broad 
field of English Literature. "What should 
I study in order to prepare myself as a re- 
porter ? " was asked by an ambitious student 
of a veteran stenographer. "Everything," 
was the concise but somewhat discouraging 
reply. The absolutely perfect reporter, if 
the ideal could be realized in mortal flesh and 
blood, would be a walking, breathing ency- 
clopedia. 

Need I say that the Congressional reporter 
cannot satisfactorily do his work without & 
good knowledge of history, especially English 
and American, and more particularly the 
history of American politics ? And he must 
by no means fail to familiarize himself with 
that text-book of current, everyday history, 
the daily newspaper. If he be not well read 
on everyday topics, his ignorance will often, 
betray him into sad blunders. 



(Continued on folio 152.) 
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3he 3)uUes and Qualifieation% of a 
CongreMional Steporfer. 

(Continued from folio 150.) 

Some acquaintance, not necessarily pro- 
found, with other languages than his own, 
especially Latin and French, can hardly be 
dispensed with. 

£iterary SkilL 

A REPORTER should be able to write his 
mother tongue, not only with correct- 
ness but with literary skill, and to attain this 
he will find it necessary not merely to study 
the formal rules of grammar and rhetoric, 
but to learn the language from its concrete 
illustrations in the writings of those whom 
the world recognizes as masters of English 
style. But it may be asked "Is it not the 
business of the Reporter to take down and 
transcribe just what he hears, and if he faith- 
fully does this, can more be asked or ex- 
pected?" Yes, more is asked and expected 
— reasonably asked and expected. The Re- 
porter is not, and cannot be, a machine. 
Without breadth of education and intelligence 
he cannot understand what he writes. Un- 
able, without such understanding, to attain 
even verbal accuracy, he must inevitably 
write a good deal of nonsense. 



$i 



Uouehlng Tip" a Steport, 



TD UT suppose the reporter's note book shows 
every word faithfully recorded. Mere 
word-taking, however successful, cannot suf- 
fice to fill the measure of the best reporter's 
qualifications. There may be a place in the 
reporting profession (but it cannot be a high 
one) for men whose sole aim is to take down 
exactly what is said and to ^Tite it out with- 
out varying a jot or tittle from the uttered 
words ; but any stenographer who would 
make creditable reports of public speeches — 
creditable to himself and the speakers — must 
do more than this. The manual skill neces- 
sary to take down every uttered word cannot 
be dispensed with, but when the exact lan- 
guage has been photographed upon the pages 
of his note book, the reporter must know 
how to "touch up" the photograph. He 
must not subject himself to such a complaint 
as that sturdy old Scotchman, Thomas Car- 
lyle, makes against the men who have pre- 



served for us the speeches of Oliver Crom- 
well. "The reporters of those days," says 
Carlyle, " seem to have been singularly can- 
did, and to have given the printer precisely 
what they found on their note books." 

There are two kinds of reporting, literal 
and literary. An absolutely verbatim report 
—one to which the reporter has not by 
means of his own education and taste — 
(To be continued.) 

^ ^ ^ 

Trenton, New Jersey, May 20, 1899. 

To the Vice Chairmen of the 

Organization Committee of 
The Nationai, Stenographers* Ass'n : 

My Dear Sir : 

The Convention of Shorthand Writers at 
Nashville in 1897, which elected me Chair- 
man of this Committee, empowered me to 
also name the time and place of meeting for 
the purpose of Permanent Organization. I 
now name August 22nd, 23rd and 24th as the 
time and Chicago as the place. 

Notifying you of this my determination, I 
expect you each and every one to imme- 
diately inform the State Chairmen in your 
several sections, and either you or they, or 
both, to inform the various State Committees, 
to the end that as large an attendance may 
be had as is possible at this initial conven- 
tion. 

It will be the province of each Vice Chair- 
man to act aggressively and promptly in his 
section in mustering his forces for Chicago, 
in August, 1899, reporting to me from time 
to time what the outlook is. Find out if 
possible, and as early as possible, just who 
and how many will be present at this First 

Meeting. 

Respectfully yours, 

Kendrick C. Hii^l, 

Chairman. 
^ ^ ^' 

The New Orleans' Stenographers' Associa- 
tion is keeping up its record for useful activ- 
ity. A recent lecture by Professor Reginald 
S. Cocks, on Plant Life was spoken of as 
most instructive and strictly scientific. 

Mr. Henry C. Lammert, of Brooklyn, 
was selected chief stenographer to the Mazet 
Investigating Committee, at Albany, N. Y. 
Mr. Lamniert is the official stenographer to 
the Assembly and was the unanimous choice 
of the committee. 
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Jt Sreat ^oon for 
^usy Stenographers. 

EUREKA ERASER CHAIN. 

Have you ever been annoyed by bantiDj; 
for a lost eraser among a pile of papers ? Why 
not try the EUREKA ERASER CHAIN? 
The Chain is three feet lonK, has a screw eye 
on one end, to screw into the drawer of your 
desk, and a " jump " ring on the other end. 
Easily and quickly applied. Does not inter- 
fere with the use of the eraser. Era»«r can be 
■ traced when not in sight Full directions with 
each chain. Price of chain, complete, twenty- 
five (25) cents. Will fit any eraser with wood 
or bone handle. 
CHINESE METAL TRAYS. 

More ornamental than silver and not one- 
fourth as expensive. Very beautiful. Order 
by number. 

Ko. 1. Pin Traya. 2%x2^ inches. . .-. . .15c 

Mo. 2. Pin Traya, 3!4*5 inches, 55c 

Mo. 3. Penholder Traya. 10*3% inchaa. . . 8Sc 
Mo. 4. Card Heceirers. Hound. 5 ii inches 

in diameter, 80e 

Mo. 5. Card Heceirera. Hound, 7 inchaa in 

diameter $0c 

m H. (Carney, 

Santa Paula, • - Callfomla. 
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THE WOHD METHOD of teaching Pitmanie 
Shorthand used. Instruction by Mail. 

To^wm" "r parVal,' 3^°""Ai™™."m." I 



for three months' 
trial subscription ti 



Send IS Cents 



"&he 5iook~3Ceeper" 

A handsome 200- page magazine for Book- 
keepers, Ca.shiers and Business Men. It will teach 
you Book-keeping, Shorthand, Penmanship, Law. 
Short Cuts, Corporation Accounting, Banking, 
Business Pointers, Amusing Arithmetic, Lightning 
Calculations, etc., etc. ' 

Price, $1.00 a Year 

THE BOOK-KEEPER CO., Ltd. 
Department 148, Detroit, Mich. 



DIXON'S GRAPHITE '"f;*K... 

Lubricates a 
bicycle chain 
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GRAPHITOIEO 



JOSEPIt DIXON CRUCIBLE CO.. Jersey City, N.J. 



City Outlines. 



A DICTIONARY of 
of the principal c: 
States, also for the 
Especially valuable to ar 

CLOTH BOUND, PRICE 10 CTS. 

C. H. STILLE. 871 Hoekdale Are., Cincinnati, 0. 



for the names 
n the United 
s of the States. 
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Uhe Sdueational Value of Sxperi StoteS'^'Sflie £e9son Uhey Ueaeh. 




Y dear Mr. Hemperley: 
I have inspected with 
considerable interest 
the notes of Mr. David 
Wolfe Brown that ap- 
pear in the current 
numbers of The Stenographer. While 
these notes are based upon the Benn Pitman 
principles, they yet abound in departures 
from the orthodox forms of the text-books. 
Despite this fact, they should be easily de- 
ciphered by any intelligent g^duate of a 
Benn Pitman teacher ; in fact they would 
most likely be considered by such graduate 
as belonging to the "corresponding style" 
rather than to the "advanced reporting 
style.*' For instance : " Student ** is written 
Steh-Dee-En-Tee ; "inevitable," En-Vee- 
Tee-Bul ; "mental,*' Em-En-Tee-Lay; "pan- 
demonium," Pee-En-Dee-Em-En-Em, etc. 
Such forms would provoke the copious use 
of red ink if discovered in the exercise of a 
business-college student ; and yet this past 
master of the stenographic art finds that 
they meet the exacting requirements of Con- 
gressional reporting. Here we have an in- 
structive lesson — viz. , that simplicity is en- 
tirely consistent with high-class reporting. 
This being true, is it not folly to impose upon 
the shorthand student the burden of learning, 
and upon the teacher the burden of teaching, 
a mass of arbitrary stuff that is sure to be 
shelved by the practitioner? Examination of 
the work of expert practitioners like Mr. 
Brown demonstrates the futility of a text- 



book seeking to control the mentality of a 
writer all through his career. Individuality 
will assert itself here as elsewhere, e^xAfin de 
siede shorthand must therefore be within 
certain limits protean. Consequently, the 
stereotyped text-books that indulge in exces- 
sive elaboration of contractions and short- 
cuts are apt to speedily become antiquated. 
The mission of the text-book should be, not 
to make its student a slavish imitator of set 
forms, but rather to educate him into a short- 
hand thinker— to put him en rapport with 
colloquial utterance. A few plain rules 
covering the application of the principles to 
word-building and void, as far as possible, of 
exception ; ample illustration of the word- 
building power of the principles ; some simple 
guides to natural phrasing ; a few of the 
common word signs and contractions ; a 
glance at the phonetic structure of our lan- 
guage as a guide to the natural contraction 
of words by the omission of the weak conson- 
ants — and the mission of the text-book is 
ended. Then without further trammel the 
building reporter may be given liberty to 
pursue his bent. If he has genius and pluck, 
he will rise to the heights ; if he has not, 
factitious means will never put him there. 

I of course do not wish it to be inferred 
from the preceding remarks that I consider 
all of Mr. Brown's forms unexceptionable. 
My training and mental bias lead me to 
differ in some cases ; and especially from the 
standpoint of a teacher I might in a few in- 
stances prefer what I consider equally facile 
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forms and that to a learner would appear 
more natural evolutions of important rules. 
Still the fact remains that his style meets the 
exactions of Congressional reporting, and 
therefore needs no further justification from 
the standpoint of a practitioner. 

En passant^ I would urge the would-be 
stenographic expert, if he wishes to broaden 
himself and get out of the ruts, to subscribe 
not only to his system magazine, but also to 
the non-system publications — the more the 
better. Those who neglect to do this are 
among the most short-sighted of mortals, as 
they deny themselves the most important 
aids to advancement in their calling. For 
instance, the opportunity to inspect the notes 
of a distinguished reporter like David Wolfe 
Brown is worth the subscription price of Thk 
Stenographer many times over. 

ChaS. T. PI.ATT. 

^ ^ ^ 

My Dear Mr. Hemperley : 

Allow me a few words in response to Mr. 
Piatt's friendly, broad-minded critique, of 
which you have kindly sent me the proof. 
When you requested me to contribute to 
The Stenographer a shorthand transcript 
of my address before the National Educational 
Association, you wrote : " I do not ask that 
you undertake to write these notes at high 
speed, but write them with the same outlines 
as you would use if you were actually report- 
ing the matter." Your idea seems to have 
been to elicit from me what I have sought to 
give, concrete illustrations of the peculiarities 
of my shorthand style. 



It 



• 
Orthodoxy*' Versus Sndi vidua lity. 



A/TR. PLATT, in referring to what he calls 
my ' ' departures from orthodox forms, '* 
has not undertaken to arraign me or to put me 
on the defensive, for the exercise of an inde- 
pendent and I trust, careful and conservative 
judgment as to what my own shorthand 
should be. He cordially recognizes ' ' the 
futility of a text-book seeking to control the 
mentality of a writer all through his career. ' ' 
The shorthand system which one writes, 
especially when the writing of it is the 
business of his life, should obviously be con- 
genial to his mind and hand. Happily for 
myself, my text-books and teachers taught 
me, in spirit if not in words, that shorthand 



' ' systems, " to be useful instruments in ac- 
complishing the objects of their creation, 
must be plastic in the hands of their practi- 
tioners ; that no "system " can be petrified 
by its author or compiler into some particular 
shape, and remain ever afterward sacred from 
the touch of the innovator. Among writers 
of my " system " it has been recognized that 
shorthand is a progressive, not a stationary, 
art. The door has been wide open, and a 
welcome ever ready, for the suggestions of 
all practitioners ; and such suggestions have 
been valued all the more, if, without any 
squeamish notions about " orthodoxy,** they 
have been thoroughly and fearlessly tested in 
the writer's personal practice. 

3lre " Sirief" Storms Jllways Zest? 

A FTER this preface, let me make a brief 
'^^ statement of the principles or convic- 
tions on which I have proceeded in my real 
or supposed * ' departures from orthodox 
forms. ' ' 

I long since learned, as I believe all writers 
of large reporting experience have learned, 
that exceedingly condensed outlines, cover- 
ing small space on paper, and realizing to 
the eye the very quintessence of brevity, may 
actually consume more time in the writing 
than a fuller expression of the same words ; 
because the briefer outline, by reason of its 
smallness and the intricacy of its combina- 
tions, may require more than ordinary care 
in its manual execution, and more than or- 
dinary attention as the mind follows the pen 
through the intricate convolutions ; so that by 
combined mental and manual difficulties the 
momentum of the hand may be checked, and 
there may be, instead of the easy, flowing 
motion which every stenographer should seek 
to attain, a jerky, spasmodic movement utter- 
ly inconsistent with a speedy execution. It 
has seemed to me that this interruption of 
the hand's impetus is especially liable to 
occur through the needless introduction of 
medial hooks (initial and final hooks involve 
far less difficulty,) and that the avoidance, 
rather than the use, of the n hook facilitates 
greatly the writing of such words as manage, 
punch, tinge ^ change, grantee ^ monotony^ 
canto, anonymous, unanimous, Manchester. 
And I cannot help thinking that one does 
wisely if he resists the temptation to use the 
;/ hook in the words mental and pandemon- 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



156 



iufftf which Mr. Piatt has picked out of my 
notes for special mention. (By the way, my 
forms for both these words are " orthodox *' 
enough to be sanctioned by Isaac Pitman's 
Shorthand Dictionary^ last edition.) 

Another illustration of a condensed or con- 
tracted outline, apparently brief but really 
time-losing as compared with a fuller expres- 
sion of the word, is found in what Mr. Piatt 
would call •* the orthodox form " lor student, 
consisting of a st^h loop prefixed to the half- 
length, hooked stroke dent. After giving to 
this particular form, as well as the cor- 
responding form for constituent ^ a fair trial, 
I have rejected them both, feeling far greater 
ease and comfort, and realizing, I believe, 
greater speed, in the outlines j/^'A, d, «, /, and 
stehy t, «, t. 

Where Should the " Sled Snh " S^loio ? 

AyTR. PL ATT doubtless knows to his sorrow 
that one besetting sin of the steno- 
graphic tyro, who has mastered the ' ' prin- 
ciples " theoretically but has had little 
experience in their application, is the attempt 
to crowd into every outline all the "abbre- 
viating principles " that can by any possibil- 
ity be brought into requisition. Let us hope 
that in Mr. Piatt's school and in manv others, 
the •* red ink " flows as readily for outlines 
which are ' * too short ' ' as for those which are 
"too long." The stenographic neophite 
before he can ever become a speedy writer 
needs to learn that the outline which is brief- 
est to the eye is not necessarily the most 
speedily written ; in other words, \h^ genuine 
brevity of an outline (that is to say, the time 
required in writing it) cannot be measured by 
considering merely the number of strokes 
that it contains or the space that it occupies 
on paper. 

3t Symposium of *' Orthodox " Jluthors. 

'T^HIS truth has been recognized by that 
acute stenographic author, the lament- 
ed Andrew J. Graham, whom no one will 
accuse of any partiality for "long forms." 
In criticising another system ( non-Pitmanic ) , 
Mr. Graham said : "It requires outlines so 
complicated that counting the number of 
strokes lacks much of measuring the time 
required for their formation." In another 
place he remarks, " It often happens that the 



form which requires the least space is not the 
best, on account of the great care required in 
making it." 

Enforcing the same line of thought, I 
quote from the Pitman and Howard Manual, 
" The pupil will find that the form which is 
shortest to the eye or takes up the least room 
on the page, is not necessarily the best, or 
most expeditiously written . " " 1 1 is desirable 
to avoid abrupt or jerky checks and to 
substitute for them whenever pos.sible such 
strokes as produce smooth, flowing outlines. 
Thus the stroke is to be preferred to the hook 
in such words as month, Monday, eminence, 
prominence, manage^ impinge, etc." 

And here is the testimony of that dis- 
tinguished reporter and text-book maker, 
James E. Munson : " It is not always best to 
write outlines in the very briefest way. * * ♦ 
Experience has shown that it is better often- 
times, for the sake of distinction and ease of 
reading, to use a longer form than the brief- 
est that the system provides." In another 
place Mr. Munson enumerates among the 
"hindrances to speed'* "the use of many 
exceedingly brief expedients such as ticks, 
ticks with hooks and circles attached, micro- 
scopic twists, curves, etc., for the representa- 
tion of frequent words and phrases ; because 
they require the writer to be making con- 
stant efforts to check the motion or momen- 
tum of the hand (the necessary consequences 
of passing rapidly from characters of one 
size to those of a very different size), thus 
preventing the continuous motion and free 
sivcep of the hand which ate so essential to 
rapid writing." 

The Father of Phonography, the late Isaac 
Pitman joins his voice in this symposium 
when he says: "It must be remembered 
that saving of time, with greater ease of 
writing, is not secured by using hooked and 
grouped, and especially half-sized, characters 
on all possible occasions. An easy and legi- 
ble outline is better than one which is short, 
but cramped with joinings that check the 
pen." 

With these high authorities approving my 
course, it would seem that I have kept within 
the pale of "orthodoxy" in refusing to be 
misled by a delusive appearance of brevity — 
in refusing to permit my eye to mislead my 
mind and my hand. And even genuine brev- 
itv has not attracted me when it was to be 
purchased at the risk of legibility or accur- 
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acy. The reporting successes of such stenog- 
raphers as the late Dennis F. Murphy, writ- 
ing a system considerably more lengthy than 
my own, convinced me years ago that even a 
rapid speaker allows to the practiced reporter 
time enough to ivrite shorthand unmistak- 
ably. Out of "abundant caution," as the 
lawyers say, I would rather distinguish un- 
avoidably and inevitably by using in the 
latter word a full-length / than by giving to 
both words the same outline and depending 
merely upon the distinction of position. 
( Let me say by way of parenthesis that the 
distinction in this case by difference of out- 
line is by no means original with myself, but 
ivas "orthodox" when I was acquiring my 
reporting style ) . 

Word-Signs, Sood and Siad. 

OOME readers may be curious to know 
(although Mr. Piatt has not raised the in- 
quiry) why I have used certain word-signs 
peculiar to myself and have failed to use 
certain other word-signs which are supported 
by respectable authority. As to the word- 
signs which I do not use, this may be said : 
Until a few years ago (I believe more recent- 
ly a healthier sentiment has been growing 
and strengthening) there w^as among short- 
hand authors a decided proclivity to multiply 
word -signs excessively and unnecessarily. 
The true principle, it has seemed to me, is 
that a word-sign (that is a special and in a 
certain sense arbitrary outline) should not be 
provided for any word except one in common 
use and one whose outline, if written accord- 
ing to "principle," would be too long or 
difficult for a frequent and therefore rapidly 
spoken word. Arbitrary and specially mem- 
orized signs, unless rigidly limited in num- 
ber and confined to words of frequent enough 
recurrence to keep their signs, when once 
learned, fresh in the memory, are speed losers, 
not speed gainers. If the special sign, when 
needed is recalled hesitatingly, or perhaps not 
at all, (though there is a tantalizing recollec- 
tion that some special sign for the bothersome 
word has once been learned), far more time is 
lost during such perplexing hesitation than 
would be occupied in writing the full outline. 
And with any ordinary mind, if the task of 
memorizing vastly numerous word-signs is 
undertaken, there must be an overburdening 
of the memory, with consequent confusion 
and vexation. 



There was a time when such tasks were 
insisted upon as an absolute prerequisite for 
the attainment of reporting speed. How 
decidedly the sentiment of stenographers of 
the highest rank has changed on this subject 
may be readily illustrated. In the first 
edition ( 1858) of Graham's Handbook the 
"reporting lists *' covered over twenty pages, 
and included more than two thousand "re- 
porting word-signs " and " reporting contrac- 
tions." So necessary did Mr. Graham con- 
sider the memorizing of these lists that in his 
Second Reader he printed in italics the state- 
ment that " no method of study can obviate 
the absolute necessity of acquiring the 
utmost familiarity with the reporting lists." 
But in 1893, when Mr. Graham published the 
second and revised edition of his Handbook 
— thirty-five years having elapsed since the 
first edition—" the sunset of life" gave him 
" mystical lore ; " and this honored shorthand 
author, who has been accepted as the repre- 
sentative par excellence of an intensely ab- 
breviated shorthand, wrote thus : " If a per- 
son prefers to write a full outline, made in 
accordance with the principles of this sys- 
tem, for any reporting style word-sign or con- 
traction, it ought not to be assumed that he is 
not writing the system in its purity. Each 
person is at liberty to use more or less word- 
signs or contractions, according to bis will or 
need or knowledge." 

Acting "according to my will, or need, or 
knowledge," and keeping, I trust, strictly 
within the limits of a sensible " orthodoxy," 
I have discarded, or have declined to learn, 
many word- signs which the books — unneces- 
sarily as I thought — had provided. More 
than this, I have not hesitated in a limited 
number of cases ( adapting my shorthand to 
my own special needs), to get rid of awk- 
ward or too lengthy outlines for frequently- 
recurring words by inventing word-signs for 
myself, when none had been provided (as in 
the case of advice, challenge, previous y emer- 
gency, ) or when the word-signs already pro- 
vided seemed to me for any reason unsatis- 
factory (as in the case oi/ortn^ refer ^ involve , 
question y etc.) 

''She SieporterB Slule of Posifion/' 

OOME readers of The Stenographer, 

sadly miseducated, as I think, in regard 

to "the reporter's rule of position," have 

doubtless been surprised to find me writing 
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such words as visiiorSy galleries^ ground, 
clearly, lingering, aggravated, decidedly, 
desire, capacity, scrupulous, faculty, implicit, 
inquiry, fingers, aspiring, in the second 
position — not in the first or third according 
to the accented or leading vowel. Let me 
assure such readers that in placing on the 
line these words of distinctive, unmistak- 
able outlines, I am not making a contumacious 
' ' departure from orthodoxy * * ; I am not 
carelessly or ignorantly disregarding an im- 
portant rule of the reporting style, but am 
following strictly "the reporter's rule of 
position " as it has been practised for half a 
century by a vast majority of the reporters of 
this country and England, and as it is now 
laid down in the text-books of Isaac Pitman, 
Benn Pitman and Andrew J. Graham. Let 
me tell young stenographers who imagine 
they are observing "the reporter's rule of 
position " when they place, or attempt to 
place, all outlines in the first, second or third 
position according to the position of the 
accented or leading vowel, that they are 
following a rule which (though some recent 
authors, including Mr. Piatt, have concurred 
with its originator, Mr. James E. Munson, 
in giving it sanction and currency ) has not 
been approved, and I devoutly trust may 
never be approved, by the majority of Pit- 
manic reporters. According to the teachings 
of three of the four leading exponents of 
Pitmanic shorthand ( of course I mean Isaac 
Pitman, Benn Pitman, Andrew J. Graham 
and James E. Munson) the triple position 
rule is resorted to for the purpose only of 
distinguishing a very limited number of words 
which need to be so distinguished, while the 
great majority of the words of the language, 
having distinctive and unmistakable outlines, 
and therefore legible to the practiced eye 
without vowel "indication" or vowel ex- 
pression, are written on the line (in other 
words " in the second position *') regardless 
of the position of the accented or leading 
vowel, because in such cases nothing would 
be gained in the way of clearness by at- 
tempting to "indicate" omitted vowels; 
because the mental process necessary for ap- 
plying the triple-position rule, as language 
falls upon the ear, to every word, long or 
short, frequent or infrequent, ambiguous or 
unmistakable, is incompatible with the most 
rapid action of mind and hand, and is a 
serious loss not only to the beginner, but 



even to the advanced practitioner ; because 
for the most rapid shorthand there is indis- 
pensable the nearest possible approximation 
to absolute lineal ity ; and because the use of 
" the second p>osition " wherever practicable, 
vastly promotes speed by " saving much 
unnecessary up and down dodging of the 
pen which would be required by the invari- 
able use of the three positions." 

Well aware that I have but inadequately 
stated, not fully enforced, my views on this 
vital question, which has been far too little 
discussed, if it has been discussed at all, I 
close this hurried article by declaring, ' * more 
in sorrow than in anger," my earnest con- 
viction that Mr. Munson, in originating and 
teaching his peculiar "rule of position" — 
innocently adopted, alas, by Mr. Piatt and 
too many other intelligent authors and teach- 
ers — has injected into Pitmanic shorthand an 
element of slowness which, if broadly ex- 
tended in the practice of the rising genera- 
tion of stenographers, nmst go far to counter- 
balance all the benefits of all the speed-pro- 
moting devices which human ingenuity has 
contributed to shorthand within the last half 

century. David Woi^fe Brown. 

House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C, May 19, 1899. 

^ ^ ^ 

Convention of the Diew ^ork State 
Stenographers* Jissoeiation. 

'TpHE Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 

■ the New York State Stenographers' As- 
sociation will take place at Elmira on Thurs- 
day and Friday, the 24th and 25th of August. 

The marked success of the Convention 
held at Albany last year, and the general in- 
terest awakened by the publication of its Pro- 
ceedings, give assurance that the Convention 
of *99 will develop a large attendance and 
vigorous enthusiasm. The subject of the 
Licensing of Law Reporters will be further 
discussed, having received fresh impetus 
from the events of the past winter. It is 
hoped that all members of the Association 
will endeavor to be present, bringing with 
them guests who may be interested m the 
welfare of the profession. 

Our chief host, the veteran stenographer, 
Theodore C. Rose, says : " Please let them 
know that I expect all the boys, and all the 
girls, too, to come up and see me." 

Further particulars will appear in the 
August magazines, and in the reguleu* 
members' notices. 

Arthur B. Cook, Secretary. 

New York, June 21, 1899. 
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Seeeaaed Stenographer's 5lole». 




N the case of The Led- 
gerwood MaiifgCo. 
vs. Rogers, decided 

ago 10 






i wiihiii 
;iiographe 



and reported 
N. Y. State Re- 
porter, -152, Ihc de- 
feated party desired 
to appeal. The official stenographer who 
reported the case had died, and the ap- 
pellant had been unable to ohtaiii a copy 
of the minutes of the trial. Appellant 
claimed that he had forgotten the testimony 
of the witnesses. For these reasons it was 
claimed that the case could n 
on appeal, and a new trial i 
asked for. The c<nirt said ;- 
a comparatively short time thai 
have been used for the purpose of taking 
notes of the evidence given on trials of ac- 
tions, and before their use vtas aaopted, 
counsel for the parties were conipelled to pre- 
pare the case and bill of exceptions from 
their notes or recollection of the testimony 
of the ivitnesses, and the proceedings on the 
trial, and it is very certain that no court 
would have entertained an application for a 
new trial, on the ground that in consequence 
of the failure of counsel to remember the 
testimony they were unable to properly pre- 
pare the case or bill of exceptions." The 
court denied the application remarking : 
" The only result of the inability to obtain a 
transcript of the notes of the stenographer 
was to give the parties a little more tronble 
in preparing the case on appeal." 



Such a situation is hardly conceivable at 
this day. Almost every official stenographer's 
notes are now decipherable by some one — an 
(, partneror professional acquaint- 



.\ wiTN'RS,s in a case which I lately helped 
to try referred to another person by name, 
pronouncing it distinctly " Mr. Case." How 
the official stenographer recorded it, I know 
not. However, when the transcript was re- 
ceived the name appeared therein "Mr. 
Kayes." This particular discrepancy is un- 
important, as the correct name was known to 
all the lawyers engaged in the litigation. 
But as a philological curiosity, it is note- 
worthv, as will readily appear if these names 
he represented by any system of phonetic 
shorthand. 

* 

Corretpondence. 

DEAR SIR: 1 now write about 150 words 
per minute, have a good knowledge of 
the English branches, have had five years' 
experience in shorthand work in a number 
of lines of business, and have read consider- 
ably. I am desirous of pursumg my short- 
hand further, with the express view of 
making it a profession, and I write to aslt if 
you could designate a city in which I could 
pursue my ]>rofcssion, where 1 would have 
an opportunity for general improvement, 
and eventually be alile to work up a business- 
This city (■) doesnot offer the proper induce- 
ment for a young man in the shorthand pro- 
fession. What do yon Ihink the opportunities 
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would be for me in Washington ? or if you 

do not think Washington a good place for a 

young man to start, would you be so kind as 

to advise me where in your opinion is the 

best field ? Of course, I should not expect to 

become an expert without due labor and 

patience, but I am willing to work and to 

wait." 

[Answer. You omit to state your age, I 
shall assume it to be about 25 years. Judging 
of you by the brief biography in your letter, 
I advise tlie selection of a large city for a 
permanent location, the climate of which 
should be agreeable to you. While Washing- 
ton, D. C, offers advantages for general im- 
provement (which your inquiry embraces) to 
a developing stenographer, yet that steno- 
graphic field, aside from the U. S. Govern- 
ment service, is thoroughly preempted. 
There is a demand for competent, steno- 
graphic male amanuenses for government 
pK>sitions, and the salaries attached are con- 
sidered good. One gj^rave objection to this 
class of work is the slight chance of promo- 
tion. There are, too, those objections which 
cause some natures to rebel against all kinds 
of clerical work. New York City, Philadel- 
phia, Chicago, and other large cities present 
superior inducements to ambitious, first-class 
stenographers. Do not settle in a village or 
small city. To work up a business, go where 
large industrial enterpnses exist. You should 
read the experience of Mr. C. L. Morrison, 
general reporter of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
which, with specimens of his reporting notes, 
is elsewhere given in this department this 
month.— H. W. T.] 



piR. R. LAPIRA, writing from far-off 
^ * Valleta, Malta, asks : I should very 
much like to know whether your law phrase- 
ology, etc., differs much from the English 
phraseology, etc., and whether there is either 
in America or in England any periodical de- 
voted to law matters and where important 
cases and sentences are reproduced in toto ? ' ' 

[Answer. There is little difference in the 
technology and phraseology of the funda- 
mental law (the rights of persons "and the 
rights of things," as Blackstone has it) of 
England and America, the American having 
borrowed the Englishman's law. The widest 
divergence is, perhaps, to be found in the 
technical terms of procedure, that branch of 
the law — the vehicle — by which the funda- 
mental law is enforced. As I understand, the 
English procedure — what lawyers term "the 
practice" — is still confined to the old com- 
mon law forms, while in most of the Ameri- 
can States the " common law practice " has 
been abolished and instead thereof " Codes of 
Procedure " — civil and criminal — have been 
adopted. New York State has also a ' ' Penal 
Code," which defines crimes and their pun- 



ishment. There are numerous American and 
English law magazines which furnish the 
matter sought by this correspondent, among 
which may be mentioned : The Green Ba^^ 
Copley Square, Boston, Mas:»., The Law 
Students' Helper, The Collector Publishing 
Co., Detroit, Mich, (monthlies) ; The Albany 
Law Journal , AXhany , N. Y., The Chicago 
Laiv Journal y Chicago, 111., The Law Bul- 
letin, and The Neiv York Law Journal, New 
York City (weeklies); The London Law 
Times ^ and the Laiv Journal, both published 
at London, England. — H. W. T.] 

DEAR SIR : After reading your answers 
to the inquiries of * Lex-Stenog ' in 
April number of The Stenographer, also 
to 'Subscriber' in June number, I have 
concluded to ask your opinion as to whether 
it would be advisable for me to try to educate 
myself sufficient to be a court reporter, law- 
yer, or an amanuensis. 

"I have been a telegraph operator for 
about fifteen years, and, about twelve years 
ago, I commenced to learn Graham, but, on 
account of sickness, I was compelled to give 
it up. I have tried it, off and on, since that 
time, and mastered the corresponding style 
and was just entering upon the reporting 
when I was again compelled to give it up. 

" My age is thirty-five years. I have al- 
ways, from boyhood up, taken an interest in 
court work and law. I am aware I have 
defective points, and I desire that you point 
them out, as it is my intention to follow your 
advice. 

"My business compels me to be able to 

write, with a pen, in longhand, 30 to 35 words 

per minute, with a spurting speed of 40 

words. So, you see, my ear and hand are 

trained as far as my own work, at the present 

time is concerned. Ignorant." 

[Answer. While your letter shows un- 
usual dexterity in the use of the pen, and 
corroborates your statement of your long- 
hand speed, yet it discloses flagrant violations 
of the rules of capitalization and punctuation, 
most of which I have taken the liberty to 
correct. I think that even at your age, with 
your skill as a longhand scribe, by intelligent 
and persistent effort, you should, within a 
reasonable time, acquire shorthand speed 
equivalent to that required for law and gen- 
eral reporting. It must be remembered, 
however, that law reporting is a profession 
the successful practice of which (omitting 
now from consideration the element of 
natural fitness ) besides the stenographic re- 
quisites, presupposes, at least, a good com- 
mon school education, familiarity with the 
law and procedure of the jurisdiction within 
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which the reporter is to labor, and not less 
than a "bowing" acquaintance with most 
of the other sciences. I do not believe that 
an acceptable report of jiidicial proceedings 
can be made by one ignorant of the law and 
its verbal dress — its technology. The time 
necessary to gain these latter qualifications 
depends upon a variety of considerations, 
among which may be cited, the age of the 
individual ; his inclination towards scholar- 
ship ; intellectual capacity and aptitude in 
the acquisition of knowledge. The interest 
manifested by you ' ' in court work and law * ' 
is undoubtedly that of the average spectator 
of le^al proceedings, and is probably not 
sufficiently marked to be entitled to much, 
if any, weight in passing upon your case. 
No ; I would not entertain the idea of becom- 
ing a lawyer. And yet I have in mind a man 
who at thirty years of age forsook mercantile 
pursuits and entered a law-office as a student, 
and afterward became noted, far and near, as 
a first-class trial lawyer and one of the most 
expert cross-examiners at the bar. 

Endeavor to become one of the best of 
amanuenses, possessing high stenographic at- 
tainments ana the other qualifications referred 
to ; secure a position in a large law-office in a 
large city ; constantly strive to improve along 
the lines indicated, and, by the time you 
have done these things, you will not need my 
advice as to the advisability of pushing fur- 
ther toward the law reporter's chair, as you 
will then have attained a position which \r\^ 
enable you better than anyone else to deter- 
mine the question. I wish you success. 

H. W. T.] 



(?. £, SHorrUon. 

Law and General Reporter ^ Chattanooga^ 

Tenn. 

npHE subject of this sketch, whose person- 
* ality, because he is a left-hand stenog- 
rapher, is of special interest at this time, was 
bom upon a farm in Michigan, about forty 
years ago. He received a common school 
education, subsequently became a pedagogue 
and for about three years taught the young 
Michigan idea how to shoot. Tiring of the 
limitations of this vocation, he entered the 
office of Mr. J. B. Nichols, then the official 
reporter of the Superior Court at Detroit, 
remaining there about eighteen months, 
where he learned stenography. Afterwards 
he satisfactorily filled several amanuensis 
positions in that city, leaving there in 1887 
for Chattanooga, Tenn., where he has since 
lived and practiced his profession of general 
reporting. He has been married a little 
over four years. 



In responding to the writer's request for 
a specimen of his reporting notes, executed 
with his left-hand, he writes : ** I have been 
doing court and general reporting at this 
point during the past twelve years ; and, 
whetherfortunately or otherwise, have always 
written shorthand with my left hand. In 
early life my teachers endeavored to make 
a fight against nature and teach me to write 
with my right hand ; but, after trying for 
some time, they evidently gave it up as a 
hopeless case, so told me to proceed as nature 
had evidently intended. The result is, that I 
have always written both longhand and short- 
hand with my left hand. When I started to 
learn stenography, my instructors told me 
that they could see no reason why I should 
not be able to master the profession as well 
as others who wrote with the other hand ; 
and, being of a rather energetic nature, I 
decided that nothing was impossible, pro- 
vided it was persistently pursued, so pro- 
ceeded along that line, and have always 
managed to get along very well, although I 
must confess that some of the characters are 
made much easier with the right hand than 
the left, particularly the heavy horizontal 
strokes. As stated above, I have been doing 
all kinds of shorthand work at this point for 
twelve years ; and, during that time, have 
done almost all of the court reporting that 
has been done here, and still continue to do 
so. As you may be aware, we have no offi- 
cial reporters in Tennessee, so each stenog- 
rapher has to work up his clients in the same 
way that a lawyer does. Whether I have 
done my work well, it would perhaps better 
become others to say ; but, I presume if my 
services had not been satisfactory, some one 
else would long ere this have taken my place. 
I inclose you a page of my notes taken 
during the last week in a murder case, with 
transcript. You will soon notice that I am 
not an artistic note-taker ; in fact, quite 
otherwise. I have always managed, in my 
humble way, to do honest and conscientious 
work, trusting more to the accuracy of the 
transcript than to tlie beauty of my notes.** 
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SHORTHAND NOTES OF MR. MORRISON. 

[Written with the left hand in reporting a murder case.] 
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3Cey to 

Shorthand DCotes by SKr. SHorriBon, 

Dr. a. W. Boyd recalled for the State. 

Examined by Mr. Donaldson. 

Q. Doctor, I will ask you to state whether 
or not that Mr. Raden made any dying declar- 
ation, if so, whether or not the same was 
reduced to writing ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If so, you witnessed it? 

A. I was present ; whether I signed my 
name to the paper as a witness I don't re* 
member, but I was present. 

Q. Well, I will ask you to state whether 
or not it was signed by Raden himself? 

A. It was. 

Q. Who, if any one, held his hand while 
he signed it ? 

A. I did. 

Q. I will ask you to look at that and see 
whether that is the declaration he made 
(Handing paper to witness). 

A. Yes, that is the signature he made. 

Q. Doctor, I will ask you to state whether 
or not this is the declaration he made, this 
paper contains it ? 

A. I did not read it at all, but that is the 
signature — I recognize that. 

Q. Well, just read it and see (Handing 
paper to witness). 

Mr. Murray : — I object to that. 

Q. That, you say, is the paper ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That contains the declaration he made ? 

A. Yes, I didn't write that ; a young man 
present did write it. 

Q. State whether it was read over to him, 
if so, how often, before he signed it? 

A. My recollection is it was read twice ; 
I know it was read once — I think it was read 
twice. 

Q. After it was read over to him did he 
sign it ? 

A. Yes, I kept his attention drawn to it ; 
he was kind a like a man is in that condition 
— I kept his mind on the thing constantly — 
I mean shaking him while he was reading it 
so he would understand from it; I think I 
had liim read it twice. 



Mr. Donaldson : — Now, then Your Honor, 
I want to oflf cr the paper itself — 

Mr. Murray :— I object to that upon the 
ground that the paper is held conclusively 
to be incompetent under any and all circum- 
stances ; no rule of law admitting a paper of 
this sort, made as a dying declaration. 

Court : — Yes, prove the statement that he 
made by the doctor ; I am not going to admit 
that. 

Q. Refresh your memory from that — 

Court:— (To the Jury. ) The offering of that 
paper writing whatever it is — you need not 
consider as evidence at all ; I exclude the 
paper from the jury. Exception for the State. 



Dlotes, 

ELSEWHERE in this issue are reproduced 
the actual reporting notes of Mr. C. L. 
Morrison, of Chattanooga, Tenn., recently 
taken by him, with the left hand, in a mur- 
der trial. Accompanying them are a key and 
a biographical sketch of Mr. Morrison, who 
has been engaged as a law and general ste- 
nographer at the same city for the past 
twelve years. This gentleman's experience 
should prove interesting reading to the left- 
hand correspondent in last May's Stenogra- 
pher, and to others similarly situated, as it 
is a complete refutation of the allegation that 
stenographic law reporting cannot be per- 
formed with the left hand. 

Officiai, court stenographer Mrs. Winsor, 
of Providence, R. I., proposes that attorney 
Hugh G. Carroll should pay her for trans- 
cript of testimony before delivery of same, 
which the attorney declined to do, insisting 
that when a stenographer is paid " $6 a day 
for rep>orting testimony, more diligence and 
promptitude ought to be shown." In deny- 
ing the attorney's motion to set the case for 
argument for a new trial, the court appears to 
have sustained the position of taken by the 
stenographer. 

Mr. Anthony Malonk, of Garden Island, 
Ontario, Can., is the author of a connective- 
vowel shorthand, which he claims to be per- 
fectly adapted for reporting either the French 
or English language. Mr. M alone is one of 
the trusted stenographers of The Calvin Com- 
pany at Jarden Island. 
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Mr. a. E. Green, of 612 W. McDonough 
St., Joliet, 111., is employed as a stenographer 
by the Illinois Steel Company of that city. 
He has adopted for his speed practice loose 
sheets of note paper for the reason, as he 
states, ** that I can carry the written leaves 
about with me to read at odd moments." A 
good idea. He adds : *' I find much informa- 
tion and pleasure in The Stenographer." 
Another good idea. 

Mr. H. S. Joyner, of 137 Wood St., Nor- 
folk, Va., is an experienced stenographic 
amanuensis, in the service of the traffic de- 
partment of the Atlantic & Danville Railway 
Company. 

The New Orleans Daily Picayune thus 
describes the work of a well-known reporter 
of that city in the trial of the Leddy-Finley 
murder case: *'That hard-worked official 
Mr. W. H. Luzenberg, the court stenogra- 
pher who sat so patiently and worked so 
diligently during the long trial, app>eared to 
be relieved. He took every word of the 
testimony, cross-examinations and all, as 
well as the objections, arguments, etc., of 
counsel during the trial, and it was noticed 
that during the entire trial he did not once 
interrupt a witness or ask him to repeat an 
answer or portion of his evidence, and, 
although some of the witnesses spoke very 
rapidly, he never once asked them to speak 
slower. The number of words taken down 
during the trial exceeds 500,000 words." 
The trial lasted eight days. 

Miss Hannah M. Brenner, for ten years 
stenographer for the Mahoning Valley Iron 
Company, has accepted the position of ste- 
nographer for District Manager James A. 
Campbell, in charge of the Mahoning and 
Shenango mills of the Republic Company. 
Miss Brenner, with a vast experience in the 
iron and steel business, enters upon her 
new duties as a most valuable employe. 

— Youngstown, O., Telegram. 

An unsuccessful attempt was made by the 
minority members of the Mazet Committee, 
New York City, to dispense with daily copy 
of the testimony taken by Brother Lammert, 
the official stenographer to the committee, 
and in lieu thereof to use the reports con- 
tained in newspapers. The proposition was 
based upon the great expense of furnishing a 
copy of the proceed *ngs to each of' the com- 
mittee. While the work of reporting and 



furnishing transcripts is enormous, yet where 
are better facilities to be found for its per- 
formance than in Greater New York ? 

A LAWYER, preparing a case for trial, dic- 
tated to his stenographer memoranda of facts 
to be proven by each witness, prefacing each 
statement by the name of the witness. Com- 
mencing the dictation the lawyer said : "The 
first memorandum as to John Jenkins,*' and 
that stenographer, instead of merely writing 
the name '* John Jenkins," wrote every word 
the lawyer uttered. Such mechanical work 
is inexcusable. 

Another instance. A stenographer was 
given a form of a letter, with instructions to 
write and mail one to each of fifty persons, of 
both sexes, and to address them to *' Dear 
Sir or Madam as the case may be.*' The 
stenographer accordingly addressed each 
letter to • ' Dear Sir or Madam as the case 
may be.** He must have been a " wooden ** 
amanuensis, thinking with his fingers and 
not his brain. But then, he has company. 

H. W. Thorne. 

^ ^ 4r 
'Women* s 2)epartment, 

(Continued from folio 166.) 

A GENTLEMAN who has given the matter 
some investigation discovered that in a sin- 
gle residence apartment house in New York, 
there were lodging women artists, actresses, 
an art flower maker, an art designer, book- 
keepers, buyers, a caterer, clerks, a costume 
desig4ier, canvassers, a composer, dressmak- 
ers, doctors, a detective, a dancer, a director, 
editors, elocutionists, a faith healer, illustra- 
tors, an inspector, an investigator (charity 
organization society), a lecturer, journalists, 
a house decorator, a manicure, a masseuse, 
musicians, a missionary, milliners, a model, 
novelists, a poet, a proofreader, a promotor, 
publishers, playwrights, readers (Mss. ), a re- 
porter, a seamstress, a storekeeper, stenog- 
raphers, singers, translators, trained nurses, 
typewriters and tracers. What a field has 
woman not invaded — and captured ! 

Eye specialists consider stenography, tel- 
egraphy and book-keeping the most mjurious 
to the eye, among the professions, — the main 
trouble being the constant change of focus ; 
the typewriter, for instance, is constantly 
looking from one key to another and strains 
his eye in following *' copy." 

Ida E. Turner. 
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HERE are many defini- 
tions of the ■■new" 
woman, and as they 



their tendency, it is 
difficult to comply with 
the oft repeated re- 
quest of our readers 
and give a true pen picture of her. There 
arc two senses in which she is viewed. — the 
good and bad,— the ideal and the ultra. Ac- 
cording to the "Woman^s Journal," several 
business meu were asked for a definition and 
they gave the following; "A female crank;" 
"a woman suffragist;" "a woman who 
knows what's what and can't be bambooz- 
led ; " " a woman who is educated and keeps 
up with the questions of the day, and does'nt 
gossip, and has an opinion of her own." 

These replies are at such variance thai they 
are almost bewildering. We naturally are 
inclined to believe that the term "new 
woman " was originated in a good sense ; the 
changing conditions of all avenues ot life 
have cried out for a new order of people, and 
as wonieu progress and fit into their niches 
more and more, uiay we not hope that the 
men will rise to the opportunity of the situa- 
tion and become " new " in the same sense 
also? TheLordChiefJusticeof England gives 
the following beautiful picture; "The ideal or 
new woman is she who is never forgetful of 
her sex, ever mindful of the delicacy and 
grace that belong to it, ever sympathetic ; 
and once let it be understood that it is as- 
sumed she will be all tbis, though ahe work 
abroad instead of at borne, though she may 
mend broken limbs instead of stockings, and 
we shall find that the "new" woman is, 
after all, the true woman." Along the same 



line the '■ New York Church Union " speaks^ 
thus gracefully :— 

'■ We wonder whether there is any danger 
in all this fiuer, better way of untrammeled 
liberty which the modem age gives to 
woman, of her losing ground in those things 
wherein she had become greatly man's super- 
ior. If the new woman should happen to 
mean a coarser woman, it would require a 
vast deal of gain in other lines for the loss to- 
be restored ; indeed, it never could be re- 
stored. We believe in the spirit of the age 
which is taking girls out of leading strings ; 
we believe in the right of woman to exactly 
as much self control and self guidance as is 
wise or good for man. We have not the 
slightest fear of thedoing man's work, or the 
playing man's games, unsexing a woman. 
Rather, we think that the average girl is- 
better able to take care ot herself, and keep 
herself straight, than the average boy. But 
above all things, we desire that in those 
special and gentler gifts in which woman 
has been supreme, she shall still continue 
strong, and that she shall be instrumenlal in 
fashioning a new man in such directions. 
By taking up so many of the labors and the 
pleasures in which men have, uutit now, al- 
most exclusively engaged, woman does not 
give up her mission, any more than she robs 
nwn of his mission. She simply brings the 
powers in which she has bad finer develop- 
ment into touch with those powers in which 
men have had stronger growth. This should 
be good for both. Its whole purpose and 
blessing would be defealed if it were neces- 
sary to let go of womanly traits to do these 
things. Fortunately, it is not necessary. As 
womanly 'women ride the bicycle as ever 
rode in chaises ; as womanly women handle 
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the doctor's scalpel as ever lifted a baby. 
That is what must continue to be. Let 
woman enter the new fields, but let her not 
leave the old virtues and powers behind her. " 

Finally, says the "Journal of Women's 
Work " : **The women of the Nineteenth 
Century are undoubtedly the soil out of 
which the 'New Woman' is to grow and 
though their efforts to secure more freedom 
and larger opportunities no doubt seem a 
little audacious to some, the real 'New 
Woman ' — ^when she appears — stripped of all 
straining after masculinity, clothed with 
beauty, modesty and strength, will inspire 
nothing but love, respect and admiration ; 
and, certainly, proper exercise will help 
along the beauty and strength, and, possibly, 
modesty, too ! " 

We like the definition of one earnest think- 
er particularly : * ' The New Woman is one 
who is trying to make the most of herself, 
mind and body, heart and soul." If all of 
us woman stenographers are acting upon this 
principle, then we should be glad to be 
termed ** New " women ; are we ? 

9 

Jtssoeiattott Sleios. 

THE newly organized Chicago Business 
Women's Club formally opened its fine 
quarters on the eighth floor of the Atwood 
Building, Chicago, on the evening of June 
8th, with a reception and dinner to a number 
of representative women from the various 
other clubs and organizations of that city. 
Mrs. Potter Palmer, who was the first to sug- 
gest the formation of the National Associa- 
tion of Women Stenographers, and Mrs. 
Charles Denison, of Denver, President of the 
Women's Federated Clubs of Colorado, and 
actively interested in founding the Denver 
Council of Stenographers, were the guests of 
honor. Miss Gertrude Beeks, President of 
the National Association, presided at the 
dinner, and there were several addresses by 
prominent men and women. Within two 
weeks Chicago will have a hotel conducted 
by women and exclusively for women. 

Sloiea, Personal and Otherwise. 

MISS JENNIE MARCY of Cohoes, N. Y., 
fills the position of stenographer in 
the publishing house of Frank H. Knox of 
Troy. 



The Mayor of Syracuse, N. Y., was re- 
cently granted authority by the Common 
Council for the appointment of Miss Mayme 
Lipsky as stenographer at a salary of $40.00 
per month. 

The National Association of Women Ste- 
nographers has sent letters to the Board of 
Education protesting against the teaching of 
shorthand in the Chicago public schools : 
**We do not so much object to teaching 
shorthand in public schools as to the evil of 
sending out hundreds of pupils every year 
with not even a rudimentary knowledge of 
stenography. They not only lower the stand- 
ard of ability, but play havoc with the wages 
>vhich women stenographers may command. 
Other branches of labor may form unions 
and demand scales of wages and other con- 
ditions, but the women stenographers have 
no such recourse." 

Miss Lii^wan G. Parks, of Brattleboro, 
Vt, has accepted the position of assistant 
stenographer with the Estey Organ Co. 

Miss Sarah Ford, of Torrington, Conn., 
who has been a stenographer in the law 
office of T. F. Ryan for some time has taken 
a situation with Hotchkiss Bros. & Co. 

Ai,i« will be interested in learning that the 
Shorthand Department of the Martha's Vine- 
yard Summer Institute will be conducted by 
Miss Emma E. Thrasher, of the Springfield 
High School. The special purpose of the 
course is to qualify teachers for the high 
schools, the introduction of shorthand having 
created a demand for more than are yet quali- 
fied. 

Miss Lily Barrows of Farrington St., 
Flushing, L. I., who was engaged temporarily 
as stenographer at the office of Keene & Foulk 
has given such satisfaction that she has been 
engaged permanently. She is a graduate of 
the school of shorthand and typewriting con- 
ducted by Miss L. C. Ellis, Amity St. 

Miss Ruth A. Dunn, a graduate of the 
Taunton (Mass.) Business College, has been 
placed in the law office of R. P. Coughlin as 
stenographer. 

Hai«f adozen American women are earning 
a living as stenographers in Havana. 

Miss Grace D. Critchlow, of 20 Coit St., 
Cleveland, Ohio, is employed as a stenogra- 
pher in the Insolvency Court of that city. 

(Continued on folio 164.) 
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!4 to disclaim the responsibility for 
some of the spelling ia this departmeat lost 
month. Readers will please blame tbe com- 
positor. 

Shorthand is to be introduced into a laige 
Dutuber of High Schools next Fall. 

News items from Shorthand Schools, 
especially regarding contemplated changes 
and improvements for next year would be 
very acceptable to the editor of this depait- 

IN order to simplify matters let us all 

admit candidly and frankly that it is highly 
desirable for a stenographer to be able to 
read what he has written. Kow let us talk 
of something else. 

A CORRESPONDENT writes to the Phono- 
graphic Magazine saying that he bas made 
the startling discovery that one can make an 
exclamation point with a typewriter by hold- 
ing the space bar down and striking the 
period and the apostrophe. If he perseveres, 
we may reasonable expect him to discover 
how to reverse the ribbon in the course of 

Tbachers of Pitmanic shorthand, how do 
you teach the initial hooks? Please let us 
have some articles slating just how these 
principles should be presented to the begin- 
ners so that he will not ask if "ripe" is 
written with a book. Another subject which 
would prove interesting is " reviews." How 
do you make them interesting? 

HBttB is a letter which sometimes has a 
beneficial efFectwhen dictated to a shorthand 
class if B need for it arises. 
To whom it may concern : 

"Occasionally when I have half an hour 
at my disposal I spend it in observing care- 
fully the manner in which the students under 
my insttuction spend their time in the study 
room, I have just been doing this and per- 
haps the result would interest you, 

"Of 15 students whom I have observed 
during this 30 minutes, only 8 have worked 
5 consecutive minutes without stopping, 8 
out of 15 who studied as they should and 7 
who spent moat of their time gazing around 
the room, talkiiTg to some one in an adjoin- 



ing seat, yawning, writing letters, making 
signals to students in distant parts of tbe 
room and glancing at their lessons in a 
dejected way. 

" I believe it is tnie that a very large percen- 
tage of our students do not know what it is 
to study — to get right down to business and 
put in four or five hours of intense " boning" 
at a time. But, I would like to say that when 
you find a youiij; man or a young woman 
wbo does study rightly, you have found one 
who will succeed. These students who work 
as they should are never heard complaining 
of their teachers or their school ; they ate 
too busy, but the other crowd are continually 
searching for excuses for their failure and 
consequently nothing is juat the way they 
think It should be. In a few years from now 
when all the industrious ones are holding 
good positions, you will find one of these 
complainers leaning against an indian cigar 
sign making a statement something like this : 
' Aw ! don't you study shorthand ; it is over- 
done now. I studied the stuff nine months 
and I never got a job. There are too many 
girls in the business.' 

" You, who are attending college now, 
observe these things with me — notice who is 
working and who is not, who is wasting his 
time and finding fault and complaining, and 
who is attending strictly to business, remem- 
ber who they are and see what has become 
of them five vears from now." 
» 
Hartford, Conn., June 5, 1899. 
Mr. F. H. Hempkrley, 

Editor The Stenographer. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
My Dear Mr, Heuperi.ey : 

The June number of The Stenographer 
is just at hand. I read with amusement 
Mr. Howard's remarks in reference to 
tbe Benn Pitman page, and with pleasure 
your sensible reply to same. While, as you 
■tate, I do not pretend to servilely imitate 
Mr. Howard's Benn Pitman forms, it bap- 
pens that there are really but five departures 
from Benn Pitman principles among my 
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notes in the April Stenographer, viz: 
lengthened Ray to represent the "ty" syl- 
lable, as in •• fifty " ; the use of the *• ed "- 
tick in the outline for '* limited *' ; and the 
application of lengthening to straight stems 
to add ** tr *' or ** thr,*' as evidenced by the 
outlines for '* exhibitor,'* " stop there,*' and 
*• electrical. ' * True, there are several repeti- 
tions of these words, but they do not consti- 
tute different departures. The remainder of 
the one hundred and forty offenders are 
entirely within the scope of the principles as 
** expounded in Benn Pitman's own books,'* 
and if these constitute me a heretic, then 
there are few orthodox writers among those 
claiming Benn Pitman schools as their alma 
maters. Even Mr. Howard himself, if sub- 
jected to this test, would be condemned as a 
heretic, as I could demonstrate by departures 
galore cited from his various publications. 
And if Mr. Howard is not consistent with 
himself, how can he reasonably require con- 
sistency from others ? How is even the most 
servile follower to know that orthodoxy this 
month will not be heterodoxy next. Mr. 
Howard has recently admitted that certain 
formerly-tabooed Grahamisms (for instance, 
Wer for *' war," and Jeftoid for ** who have **) 
are good, and has incorporated them in the 
later editions of his text-books. Why have 
the Benn Pitmanites been so long deprived of 
these advantages ?— their incorporation has 
not supplanted anything. This may appear 
silly ; but the whole contention is silly, and 
Mr. Howard should not expose himself to such 
criticism by posing as a shorthand autocrat 
and exacting servility from his followers. 
Within the scope of the principles, Mr. Howard 
may vary forms as wisdom dictates, without 
invalidating his claim to being a Benn Pitman 
writer, and so may any other practitioner of 
the system. Within pretty broad limits, 
variation of form does not prevent short- 
handers reading one another's writing, any 
more than departures from orthodox spelling 
does in longhand. Does any one find diffi- 
culty in reading Josh Billing's style ? or are 
the reformed spellings unreadable to those 
who adhere to the old style ? We may have 
our own ideas about these things, but they 
are largely a matter of whim. To verify 
this, examine the notes of that prince of re- 
porters, David Wolfe Brown, that are now 
appearing in the current numbers of The 
Stenographer. They are not all Howard 



forms, by any means ; yet they are based on 
Benn Pitman principles, and may be read on 
the run. 

From the standpoint of legibility, my de- 
partures cannot be so very heinous, as I write 
in shorthand to such exponents of the art as 
Norman P. Heffley, David Wolfe Brown, F. 
H. Hemperley, J. Edmund Fuller, Bates 
Torrey, H. G. Healey, C. E. Dexter, and 
many others, and I have yet to learn that the 
deciphering of my hooks and crooks has 
added to their accumulation of gray hairs. 
You hit the nail on the head when you say 
that my *' departures are intentional and not 
accidental, and made because they are 
considered improvements." They are adopted 
as the evolution of certain well-defined 
rules, in the belief that the teaching, learn- 
ing and practice of shorthand are facilitated 
thereby ; but at the same time if any student 
of my text differed, I should consider lAat 
his business and lose no sleep over the mat- 
ter. My somewhat Bohemian shorthand 
career, while deplorable from some points of 
view, nevertheless has its compensations, in 
that it has saved me from falling into ruts 
and becoming narrow-minded. I have been 
forced to understand that varying environ- 
ments compel variation of teaching methods ; 
also that intelligent pupils (and may 
Heaven preserve me from theii antitheses) 
soon learn that a certain amount is permis- 
sible in shorthand writing, 'and that they 
will take advantage of it according to their 
varying personalities despite anything a 
teacher may say or do ; also that where a 
teacher insists upon slavish adherence to 
text-book forms, he is apt to not only fail in 
this particular, but as well lose influence in 
essential matters. A little slack prevents the 
rope from breaking. 

In the August ( 1898) number of The Ste- 
nographer I explained my style. As I 
therein remarked, *' I have invented no new 
material. My style is mainly the evolution 
of an unusually rigid application of well- 
known rules, the minimizing of arbitrary 
characters, and the incorporation of two or 
three valuable expedients which do not sup- 
plant anything in the Benn Pitman system." 

Chas. T. Platt. 

OR SALE— Anderson Shorthand Type- 
writer, good as new, price $5.00. Ad- 
dress, Box No. 312, New Brighton, Pa. 
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jMga R, H. L. Jacobs, Prin. of the well- 
XIIX known Jacobs School of Shorthand 
X WMmJ and Business, Dayton, O., writes : 
"I am obtaining very satisfactory results 
indeed since introducing the Isaac Pitman 
system and " Instructor," and do not regret 
in any way changing from the method prin- 
cipally taught. I shall always be pleased to 
-d the Isaac Pitmen system." 



MR. CHARLES W, PHILLIPS, an Offi- 
cial Court Reporter of Chicago, 111., 
writes : " I have used the Isaac Pit- 
man system in the courts of this city for 15 
years and consider, from experience in other 
courts and conventions, etc., it to be the Z'ery 
best system." 

UNDER the caption "Phonography in 
Philadelphia," the Phonetic Journal 









.. e pleased to hear of tlie 

js of the Isaac Pitman Shorthand 

.n the P. R. R., V. M. C. A. of Philadelphia, 
Pa., C. S. A. Previous to the introduction 
of this system last fall, another method had 
been langht, but with poor results. Mr. W. 
R. Taylor, one of the instructors of the 
class, writes : ' I have pleasure in sending 
you our program of the closing exercises of 
our institution. Among the different classes, 
you will notice that the shorthand class leads 
them all. Each of the pupils mentioned re- 
ceived certificates, and each in addition also 
received one of the special prizes given by 
Mr. Latta, which consisted of elegantly 
bound books in the Isaac Pitman system. In 
the course of a speech by the President, it 
was mentioned to the large audience which 
filled the auditorium that the Isaac Pitman 
system had been adopted asit was considered 
by tar the best on account of its vast shorthand 
literature, etc. We have every reason to be 
proud of the class, and the Educational 
Committee are also very much gratified at 
the grand results.' " 

»•♦ 

3ley to Saaae Sttman S^honography. 

Nothing was formerly more striking in 
surgical experience than the difference in the 

*»-liwac Pitman's ComplrtsPhonQftraphlcInstnn 
■horthand forms for 60.000 words. ri.w;B"»in"» ^ 
PHonograph)', 101 pagii, itf. Publi-hid by laattC I 



behaviour of injuries according to whether 
the skin was implicated or not. Thus, if the 
bones of the leg were broken and the skin 
remained intact, the surgeon applied the 
necessary apparatus without any other an- 
xiety than that of maintaining a good posi- 
tion of the fragments, although the internal 
injury to the bones and soft parts might be 
very severe. If, on the other hand, a wound 
of the skin was present communicating with 
the broken bones, although the damage might 
be in other respects comparatively slight, the 
compound fracture, as it was termed, was one 
of the most dangerous accidents that could 
happen. Mr. Syme, who was, I believe, the 
safest surgeon of his time, once told me that 
he was inclined to think that it would be, on 
the whole, better if all compound fractures 
of the leg were subjected to amputation, 
without any attempt to save the limb. What 
was the cause of this astonishing difference ? 
It was clearly in some way due to the exposure 
of the injured parts to the external world. I 
had done my best to mitigate it by scrupulous 
ordinary cleanliness and the use of deodorant 
lotions. But to prevent it altogether appeared 
hopeless while we believed with Liebig that 
its primary cause was the atmospheric oxygen 
which, in accordance with the researches of 
Graham, could not fail to he perpetually 
diffused through the porous dressings which 
were used to absorb the blood discharged 
from the wound. But when Pasteur had 
shown that putrefaction was a fermentation 
caused by the growth of microbes, and that 
those could not arise de noz-o in the decom- 
posable substance, the problem assumed a 
more hopeful aspect. If the wound could be 
treated with some substance which, without 
doing too serious mischief to the human tis- 
sues, would kill the microbes already con- 
tained in it. and prevent the future access of 
others in the living state, putrefaction might 
be prevented, however freely the air with its 
oxygen might enter. I had heard of carbolic 
acid as having a remarkable deodorising 
effect upon sewage, and I determined to try 
it in compound fractures. Applying it un- 
diluted to the wound, with an arrangement 
for its occasional renewal, I had the joy of 
seeing these formidable injuries follow the 
same safe and tranquil course as simple frac- 
tures, in which the skin remains unbroken. 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 
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Schools and others, desiring the services of experienced 
shorthand teachers, will please apply to Teachers' Bureau 
Department, Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union Square, New 
York. 
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Mey to Shorthand Slotet. 
Crutf HOI an ^nmfxtd SvtI. 

fF the oi^nization of trusts and other 
combinations of manufacturing in- 
terests has done no other good it has 
at least contributed several millions of dollars 
to the public treasury. Every contract, mort- 
gage, bond, certificate of stock, power of at- 
torney and agreement must bear an internal 
revenue stamp. A bond requires 5 cents on 
$100 ; a certificate of stock, a cents on f 100 ; 
an agreement to sell, t cent on fioo ; a con- 
veyance, 50 cents for (500 ; a mortgage, a.s 
cents for {500, and so on, and the stamps 
u^n the transfers, the contracts and the ar- 
ticles of incorporation of some of the big 
combinations amount to many thousands of 
dollara. At the internal revenue bureau they 
tell of one that carried {95.500 worth of 
stamps; another, {65,750, and a third {57, 200. 
The downtown internal revenue office iu 
New York has sold (1,174,350 worth of $50 
stamps alone since the ist of January, and 
most of them have been used on documents 
relating to the organization of trusts. The 
proceeds of $50 stamps sold this year will 
exceed {3,000,000. Stamps of that denomin- 
ation are required only for very lat^ traus- 



Canadot 

(Continued from June Number.) 

THE cabinet so formed is responsible to 
the house of commons, not only for all 
expenditure, but also tor its tenure of office ; 
for, should a majority of the members of the 
house of commons censure by vote any act 
of the cabinet, the latter body is obliged to 
resign. It will be clear, therefore, that should 
the people desire a change of ministry it is 
only necessary for them to elect a sufficient 
number of members of the opposite party to 
outvote the ministry in the house of com- 
mons. Nominally, the governor-general, as 
the acting head of the executive, summons, 
dissolves and prorogues parliament, and 
■ ' i bills in the name of 



the queen, but, as a matter of fact, in the 
discharge of these and all other executive 
duties he acts entirely by and with the advice 
of his council, even in matters of imperial 
concern affecting Canada, He consults with 
his council and submits their views to the 
authorities in England, where, as a rule, 
they are acceded to, 

B, Legislative Branch, — Following the 
British model closely, the parliament of Can- 

I, The queen represented by govemor- 

3. An upper honse, called the senate, 
3, A lower house, styled bouse of com- 

The consent of all three bodies is necessary 
before any measure can become law, 

I, GoTemor-General— His powers in the 
legislature are as limited as in the executive- 
He has only a negative voice as regards 
legislation, and can neither originate any 
measure nor eserciae any other independent 
legislative power. His international duties 
are not great, as the dominion cannot make 
war or peace nor conclude treaties (excepting 
commercial), and he neither sends nor re- 
ceives ambassadors, 

, (To be continued. ) 



SHORTHAtm teachers, devote a little more 
of your thought and writings to the " Eng- 
lish " side of the amanuensis problem. Per- 
sonally, I have comparatively little difficulty 
with the shorthand and typewriting phase. 
The interest of my pupils is maintained 
throughout the course, and in the majority 
of cases they attain the requirements in 
these respects ; ignorance of English is 
generally the disqualification. And I be'ieve 
this is a common experience. Solve the 
English feature of the problem, and the in- 
competent stenographer will become an al- 
most unknown quantity. 

Mr, Chas, a. Taylor, of Boston, in a 
letter ordering copy of Pitmanic Shorthand 
Instructor, says; "I have studied your system 
in The Stenorrapher, and think your, 
ideas are very good indeed," 
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BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT, 
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Uo the headers of the 9abeMerger 
SSepartment. 

^^r AM pleased to inform the readers of 

II this Depaitment that the American 

edition of Mr, Henry Richter's adapta- 

tioD, containing the whole of the Conespond- 

ittgttyle including the Progressive Exercises, 

and also some reading exercises, bos just 

appeared. Tbe delay in pablication was 

caused by unexpected difficalties encountered 

. in printing. For the same reason the price 

' of the boolc had to be raised tofi.oo. Stud- 

; cnts should be sure to use an exercise book 

' (price locts.) in tbe beginning of tbe study' 

The Editor of this Department will be pleased 

. to received orders. Monej- orders should be 

made payable at Station t,, New Vorlc. 

» 

Corretponding Style. 

Gentlemen : — The bearer, Mr. John 
Hastings, has been for sixteen years in our 
counting house, and last fall was admitted as 
innior partner in the £rtn. Having purposed 
tor two years past to retire from busmess, 
and being desirous of having the large estab- 
lishment turned over to reliable hands, we 
have carefully watched Mr. Hastings in hia 
various mercantile transactions ana feel per- 
fectly satisfied that he will conduct the busi- 
ness formerly transacted by the firm upon 
Uie same principles that bave enlareed and 
increased it ao materially since established. 

Out Mr. Markham and Mr. Hunt, an in- 
fluential and wealthy gentleman of this city, 
will be special partners in tbe new concern 
so (bat it will have ample means to conduct 
all its operations. The particulars of this, 
Mr. Hastings will impart to you personaUy. 
He is visiting in your city for the purpose of 
making the usually yearly arrangements, and 
also of becoming personally acquainted with 
the gentlemen who have so long been in 
business relations with the bouse and who 
will, we trust, extend to him the same favors 
and courtesies for which we have to acknowl- 
edge our indebtedness. We are gentlemen, 
Very truly yours, 



Reporting Style. 

From Governor Roosevelt's Message to the 

Legislature of the State of New York, 

May 3t, i8^. 

FnmchlMS Md Real Estate. 

Local franchises are granted for various 

purposes and under varying conditions, 

sometimes by special statute and sometimes 

by the municipal authorities under a general 

statute. The value of tbe franchise, of course, 

varieswidely in different localities, depending 



which operate to make other kinds of 
real estate more valuable in one locality than 
in another. The franchise is inseparable 
from the property of tbe corporation in the 
streets, whether this property consists of 
poles, pipes or tracks, above the ground, 
under tile ground, or on tbe ground. Tbe 
right to lay a railroad track and operate a 



railroad ii 



public si 



is equally true of the right to lay water and 
gas mains and the like. 

The franchise is ■ necessary and inevitable 
element of value and is a proper subject of 
consideration in determining the taxable 
value of the real property of the corporation 
enjoying it. The right to occupy a street 
should not be classed as an intangible some- 
thing, distinct from the other property of tbe 
company, but should be treated as a neces- 
sary incident to tbe tangible property and 
one to be considered in measuring the value 
of the whole property. The Nichols law ia 
Ohio, which provides for the taxation of cer- 
tain kinds of corporations, such aa telegraph 
and telephone companies and the like, doing 
business in the public streets, proceeds along 
these Hues and has in practice been found to 
work admirably. It is possible that further 
experience may enable us to find some better 
metbod of taxing franchises, but with our 
present knowledge it is certainly wisest to 
tax tbeni as realty. 

Under the bill before me, tbe assessment 
will be levied by tbe local authorities. This 
would result, in many cases, in a dozen dif- 
ferent sets of local authorities assessing the 
value of different parts of the same fran- 
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GAfeEliiSBERGSR-RICHTER SHORTHAND. 
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*|g^R. W. R. McATKB, Saa Antonio. 
£ H^ Texas, who vraa a writer of other 
systems and therefore well quali- 
fied to judge, writea us as follows : 

"I am more than pleased with the New 
Standard Shorthand. It is »o easy to learn 
and so easy to write, that even with the 
limited time I have had to study it since re- 
ceiviDg the textbook, will be using it alto- 
gether in a very abort time. Thanking you 
for having placed within my reach the best 
system of shorthand in existence, I remain," 

* 
^npHE teachers and students of New Stand- 

ard Shorthand will be pleased to know 
that the New Standard Shorthand Reader is 
in press and will be out in August. This 
book will be the same size as the textbook 
with the handsome plates and general ap- 
pearance that has marked all of our publica- 
tions. The price will be the same as the 
textbook, fi.6o, postpaid. This Reader is 
intended to be used by students after they 
have completed the tcitbook and will be an 
important part of their shorthand education. 
It will be divided into three parts, viz i 
First part consisting of easy work with keys 
on opposite page ; the second part of more 
advanced writing with keys in back part of 
the book, while the third part will consist of 
a variety of dictation exercises more difficult 
than that preceding. 

« 
r^HART and circulars of New Standard 

Shorthaad and Mail Lesson Course, free. 



Trial Lesson, ten cents. Price of textbook, 
fi. 60, postpaid. Student's Shorthand Vocab- 
nlary of 4000 words for outlining in short- 
hand, any system, postpaid, forty cents. 
McKee Publishing Company, 617 Main St., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

* « » 

3[eg 10 ^eXee'a Stew Standard 

Skortkattd. 

CHOOSING A BUSINESS. 

nLACED in pursuits that demand strength 
'f and bodily endurance beyond their 
ability to meet. Parents chooae for 
their children professions or pursuits which 
they think are easy or remunerative vrithout 
stopping to inquire whether by instruction, 
by mental development, by habits of char- 
acter there is sn adaptation to the business 
adopted ; one who should be a jeweler is 
made a blacksmith ; one who should be a 
carpenter is made a tailor, and one who 
should be employed as a blacksmith is some- 
times put in a fancy-store. The study of 
temperaments and phrenoli^cal develop- 
ments would direct each boy to the right 
trade or occupation where he could, on the 
whole, do the world and himself the most 
good and maintain his health, his cheerful- 
ness and bis morals. 

Make up your niind what your are going 
to do in life and then do it with all your 
might. 
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McKEE'S NEW STANDARD SHORTHAND, 
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nR. KBNDRICK C. HILL, Chairmaii of 
tlie Committee on Organization of 

" The National Stenographers' Asso- 
ciation^" informs me that he has named 
August aid, 13d and i4tb, and Chicago as the 
place for a meeting for the purpose of per- 
manent organization. Mncb interest is be- 
ing manifested in the West and South, and 
Mr. Hill expects a large gathering of repre- 

e reporters. 
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Sdiioriai. 

THE War Department has been having 
great trouble in securing first-class Span- 
ish stenographers. It is prepared to pay 
high salaries for experts who can write the 
Spanish language with the same fluency that 
an expert English stenographer writes 
English. There are four needed at once to 
go to Manila. We continue to advise our 
well educated young men to master Spanish. 
There is not much trouble iu acquiring the 
ability to write it in shorthand after one 
thoroughly masters the language. The future 
is very promising in this direction tor those 
nlio are willing to lire in our new Spanish 
possessions. 



lyiR. AUGUST MENGELKAMP has is- 
1 I suedasecond edition of his "Natural 
System of Shorthand Writing." an 
advertisement of which will be found else- 
where in The Stenographer. All who are 
interested in the Graphic Style of writing, 
as distinguished from the geometric, should 
give Mr. Mengelkamp's book careful con- 

The principles are clearly presented with 
beautiful illustrations, in logical sequence, 
and lead to a style capable of high speed 
while retaining great legibility. 

THE Employment Department of the 
Remington Typewriter Company dur- 
ing the year 1S9S, filled a toUl of 38S6 posi- 
tions in New York, 3563- positions in Chicago, 
846 positions in Philadelphia and 758 posi- 
tions in Boston, representing an aggregate 
eamiug of uearly 5>j million dollars per 



OUR readers will be interested in the arti- 
cle by Congressional Reporter, David 
Wolfe Brown, which appears in this number 
of The Stenographer. The principles 
which he so fully sets forth should be care- 
fully considered. Mr. Brown has other good 
things in store which he will present to our 
readers in due time. 



NEXT month we hope to present a new 
Department, entitled "The Book- 
Keeper, Jr.," to be conducted by Mr. E. H. 
Beach, Editor of The Sook-Keeper. 



r 




"In Things BsMntlal, Unity t In Thine* Donbtfal, Uberty; In All Things, Charity." 
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All hail to you, Stenographers, 

And ever may you thrive ; 
For more than lexicographers, 
Historians, geographers, 
Or plodding slow chirographers, 

You keep the world alive. 

The merchant, with his trading bills, 

For you I hear him call ; 
The foreign shipper's lading bills, 
The doctor's all-pervading pills, 
• The poet's soft persuading trills, 

'Tis you must speak for all. 

The editor with early news. 

The bishop in his gown. 
The socialist with surly views. 
The pugilist with burly thews. 
Your dots and lines and curlicues 

Can take the whole world down. 

Eliza S, Turner ^ in ''Journal of Woman* s 

IVork.'' 

9 9 9 

SHore %Jhan One 3Cind. 

By Edwin D. Ross. 

Smith engaged a typewriter, which pleased 

his fnends galore, 
They laughed and giggled all the day until 

their ribs were sore. 
They got so full of merriment that tears ran 

down like rain. 
And every man held close his sides to ease 

the dreadful pain. 

They all said "Think of Smitty, the man 

who hated girls 
Engaging such a beauty with that head of 

golden curls, 
Oh-ho, it is too much, I say, let's laugh just 

once again * ' 
And all those men just acted as if they were 

insane. 

Smith took the girl out riding behind his 
^' • spanking team, 

He took her to the opera, he filled her with 
ice cream 



To Atlantic City then they went and spent a 
a week or so. 

Her mamma went along of course, to over- 
see, you know. 

And in the Fall Smith married her, which he 

had a right to do, 
They honeymooned in Florida, and down in 

Ciiba too. 
Then settled in a quiet spot just beyond the 

city wall 
Where roses bloom and railroad trains are at 

their beck and call. 

His friends decided to make a call, to see 

this loving pair. 
So off they started, and soon they sniffed the 

glorious country air. 
Sam Lukens rang the front door bell, the 

crowd stood back apace. 
The door was opened and Smith appeared, 

just back of him sweet Grace. 

The boys all yelled ** We've come this eve a 

red-hot call to make. 
We also want to ascertain if typewriters can 

bake." 
So Smith invited the gang inside and said, 

'* I'm glad you're here. 
As you can go with us, m v friends, to church 

which is quite near.'* 

The faces of his friends all fell, each made 

excuse quite low. 
About "not feeling well to-night." They 

thought 'twas time to go. 
So up they rose and out they marched like 

convicts, single file, 
Down to the vine-clad station, just a quarter 

of a mile. 

On reaching town they drank the health of 
Smitty and his bride, 

In silence stood they round the bar — thoughts 
drifting with the tide. 

But the spell was broken when Jim McLain 
remarked in measured lines, 

"There are typewriters, boys, and type- 
writers, of a number of different kinds." 
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Smperor William at an Orator. 

R. KARL HEMPHEL, 
a well known Gabels- 
bergerstenogTapherof 
Cbarlottenburg, Ger- 
many, whom some of 
our readers wUlremem- 
ber as the author of a 
paper on " Shorthand and the Universities," 
read before the World's Congress of Stenog- 
raphers at Chicago in 1893, has juat published 
a pamphlet " Welche Kuraschrift ist die 
Beste?" in which he comments on the 
value of the different shorthand systems in 
use in Germany and gives details about the 
Gabelsberger system, which is the most 
widely used in Germany. For the no n- German 
reader the appendix, "Kaiser Wilhelm II 
alsRedner," will be of particular interest. 
Immediately on his accession, the Emperor 
appointed a stenographer to report his 
speeches. We learn that, from the stenog- 
raphic point of view, the Emperor is an easy 
■peaker, having an extremely sonorous voice, 
his language being so dear and correct, that 
even bis improvised speeches do not require 
any finishing touches before publication. In 
this respect the Kaiser is the superior of even 
the most eloquent members of the German 
Parliament. But there is one factor that 
enters into the orations of the Emperor, that 
may cause the stenographer some embarass- 
ment. Everyone knows that the Emperor 
frequently becomes excited and he gives vent 
to his excitement by considerably increasing 
the speed of utterance. Again, the Emperor 
is accustomed to pronounce the single sen- 
tences of a speech in a jerky manner, which 
of course adds to the difficulty of reporting. 
It is well known thai the 6rst official stenog- 
rapher of the Emperor was not able to fill 
the requirements of his position and was 
therefore replaced by the Gabelsberger writer. 
Dr. Max Weiss, the former member of the 
Dresden Stenographic Institute and official 
stenographer of the German Reichstag. His 
services have been perfectly satisfactory from 
the first and have been referred to here and 
there in the different shorthand papers of the 
United S\.a.teB.—Kindtiesso/Dr. Totnbo. 



S^iag 8dna Vallas. 




<S^^ ?^/^ 

Mugnolla School. 

SOME years ago, Tkf Timts-DefHocrat 
inaugurated the custom of printing 
a picture and sketch of a generally 
acknowledged bright pupil from each 
of the public schools. The pictures and in- 
formation about the pupils whose faces thus 
appear have been sent in by the principals, 
so that they practically represent their scbook. 
They are necessarily among the brightest of 
the pupils, and are sources of pride alike to 
teacher and relations. The schools are very 
fairly represented this year. 

The New Orleans Times- D&mocrai\iaaVat 
following : 

The leading pupil of the eighth grade. 
Magnolia School, is Miss Edna Vallas, 
daughter of Mr. Horace Vallas, of The Times- 
Democrai. Sheentered theMagnoliaSchool, 
second grade, at eight years of age, and has 
carried off the honors of each grade. She 
having attained the highest percentage in 
scholarship and deportment, ranks first in a 
class of twenty-six girls, who are candidates 
for the High School. Her quiet, amiable 
disposition has endeared her to her teacher 
and classmates. Too much cannot be said in 
her praise, for her scholarship has always 
been eicellent and her deportment faultless. 
We take pleasure in presenting the above 
cut and notice of Miss Vallas, whose father 
we hold as one of our beat shorthand friends. 
*«« 
National Stenographert' 
^tsoeia/ion. 
To THE National Stenographers' Asso- 
ciation Organization Committee 
OF Two Hundred, and the Steno- 
graphic Profession of the Unitkd 
States : 
Apropos the National Stenographers' Asso- 
ciation permit ua to submit the following; 
That there is power in organization is a 
fact no more to be denied than the indisput. 
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able one that an avalanche has force. The 
force of the avalanche is that which is con- 
tributed to it by the law of gravitation ; the 
power of an organization is that which grows 
out of unanimity. Unlike the avalanche, 
however, organization does not impel itself 
to its own destruction, but seeks to accumu- 
late strength and increase in effectiveness. 

That there are advantages to be gained by 
a National Association of Stenographers is no 
longer a mooted question. The manner of 
organizing and the particular and peculiar 
features to be adopted and embodied in an 
organization are now the chief questions 
under discussion. Various and excellent 
plans have been suggested, submitted and 
criticised, and yet there is room for further 
expansion of ideas, and all ideas are wel- 
comed. 

Ever since the World's Congress of Stenog- 
raphers at Chicago, in July. 1893, a great and 
increasing interest has been taken in the or- 
ganization of a National Association by the 
stenographers of the United States. At the 
Congress of the Stenographers held at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in August, 1897, this interest, 
and the open discussion of the benefits to be 
derived from such an organization, resulted 
in the selection of Mr. Kendrick C. Hill, now 
of Trenton, N. J., and then Secretary of the 
New York State Stenographers* Association, 
as Chairman of an Organization Committee, 
giving him the right and power to name the 
other members of such committee. Mr. Hill 
accepted the trust and obligations imposed, 
and at once went to work, in the spirit which 
prompted his nomination, to select a Com- 
mittee of Five in each and every state and 
territory in this Union. Having done this 
he divided the country into several sections, 
assigning each section to the sup>ervision of 
a Vice-Chairman, thus facilitating the work 
of the Committee. Within these several 
divisions the agitation of the enterprise has 
been more or less faithfully carried on, de- 
pending, in very large part, upon the devotion 
or apathy of the State Chairmen. The sin- 
cerity and enthusiasm manifested by the ma- 
jority of the Chairmen and members of com- 
mittees, however, is ample proof of their 
appreciation and unselfish interest in the 
work. 

Chairman Hill has notified the Vice-Chair- 
men that the convention for the perfecting 
of the permanent organization will be held 



in Chicago, August 22d, 23d and 24th, 1899. 
This notification and call has, in turn, been 
given to each of the State Chairmen and, 
through them, to the various members of 
their committees. The Chairmen and the 
members of the several Committees of Five 
are expected to be in attendance at this con- 
vention, and it is especially desired that all 
stenographers and all interested in the success 
of the profession attend. We quote from a 
circular letter issued by Vice-Chairman J. D. 
Strachan, of Brazil, Ind. , to the committee- 
men in his division : " Many of the ablest 
and most eminent members of the shorthand 
profession have enlisted their sympathy and 
active efforts in support of the forthcoming 
Association, and without doubt the proposed 
meeting for organization will, in size and 
representative character, eclipse any previous 
gathering of stenographers ever seen in this 
country." We Relieve this to be a concise 
statement of the facts. 

The objects of the proposed Association, 
briefly stated, are : To procure for the steno- 
graphic profession recognition as a profes- 
sion, to elevate its common standard of excel- 
lence, to advance the individual stenographer 
along intellectual and pecuniary lines, to pro- 
mote fraternity and secure co-operation. No 
stenographic "creed" is to be especially 
honored or recognized ; the " rituals " of all 
systems are to have equal force and control, 
the only insistence being that those who seek 
the benefits of the Association shall be ste- 
nographers worthy the name. 

There are many questions pertinent to the 
formation of such an association which will 
arise and be fully discussed at this conven- 
tion, among them being such as the follow- 
ing : 

Shall we grade our membership ? 

Shall there be a speed requirement of 
membership? 

Shall we adopt a certificate system ? 

Shall we have a benefit (insurance) 
feature ? 

Shall we organize upon a secret society 
basis? 

Shall we incorporate, and where ? 

Shall we affiliate with the National Educa- 
tional Association ? 

Shall we have sectional auxiliaries, or state 
auxiliaries direct ? 

As a stenographer you, personally, are re- 
quested to interest yourself in this, the forth- 
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coming National Stenographers* Association, 
and it is hoped that you will so arrange as to 
attend the convention at Chicago upon the 
date named. If you hope of doing so please 
communicate that fact to the Chairman of 
your State Committee as early as may be, in 
order that arrangements for transportation 
may be made. We trust that a sufficient 
number of the profession may attend from 
each state, and especially from the larger 
cities therein, so that special rates may be 
procured and large and enthusiastic delega- 
tions from all over the Union be present to 
g^ve a fortunate initation to the Association. 
This matter is worthy your ' ' sober second 
thought." 

Very fraternally yours, 

Kendrick C. Hii,!,, Chairman, 

Trenton, N. J. 

George R. Bishop. New York. N. Y., 
lo Broad Street. 

J. D. Campbell, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Wynne G. Rodgers, New Orleans, La., 
8i6 Hennen Building. 

J. D. Strachan, Brazil, Ind. 

L. E. BoNTZ, San Jose, Cal,, 

46 Dougherty Building. 

O. C. Gaston, Tabor, Iowa, 

Vice Chairman, 

Shorthand S^raetiee at the Oheatre, 



W 



E all have odd experiences at 
the start off,'* said a lady ste- 
nographer in the group, "and 
one of my first adventures 
was very curious. It occurred here in New 
Orleans in the winter of 1S92. I had learned 
the principles of shorthand thoroughly at a 
commercial college, but I needed practice to 
get up speed, and I worried my folks half to 
death making them read to me—like David 
Copperfield, you remember. Still, reading 
wasn't exactly the thing ; what I wanted 
was dialogue, every-day speech, such as peo- 
ple use naturally and ordinarily. 

•* Finally it occurred to me that the theatre 
would be the very place for such practice, 
and that very night I slipped off to the opera 
house, where a new English society drama 
happened to be on the bills. My idea was to 
hold my note book in my lap so as to attract 
no disagreeable attention, but I got so inter- 
ested, I suppose, I forgot to take care. In 
the middle of the second act a big, dark 



man tapped me on the shoulder. He said 
gruffly he wanted to see me outside, and in 
my bewilderment I followed him to the foyer. 
Then I saw he was boiling over with anger. 

*' Who hired you ? " he said abruptly. 

" Nobody,*' I replied, ready to cry. 

" * Oh ! here now,' he said, * none of that. 
I'm not after you ; I'm after the folk's that 
sent you here, and if you want to avoid ser- 
ious trouble you'll give me their names at 
once. * 

" * But there was nobody ! ** I wailed, * I 
was just practicing,' and with that I blurted 
out the whole story. He nmst have known 
instinctively that I was telling the truth for 
he looked relieved and then foolish. Then he 
explained to me very politely that new plays 
are often pirated by people who send steijog- 
raphers to steal the text, which is afterward 
used without paying royalty to the author. 
He had supposed, of course, that I was there 
for that purpose, and offered me many apol- 
ogies. At the same time he begged me to 
take no more notes during the performance, 
and I assured him that I wouldn't. I have 
never put pencil to paper in a theatre since.** 

(From the Times-Democrat.) 

%Jhe Meffley School of Commerce. 

OUR old friend Norman P. Heffley is 
evidently making a success with his 
school . At the closing exercises the 
other evening. Professor Heffley 
stated that the Regents of the University of 
the State of New York, had just established 
a course of study in business subjects, cover- 
ing Advanced Book-keeping, Advanced Arith- 
metic, Office Methods, Business Correspond- 
ence, English, Commercial Law, Commercial 
Geography and History of Commerce. The 
Heffley School was the only school in Greater 
New York which prepared candidates for this 
State which presented candidates for ex- 
amination. The Heffley School had eleven 
pupils who took all of the subjects and ten 
others who took a portion of them. 

As the result of the year's work Mr. 
Heffley issued 130 diplomas, 44 certificates 
and 49 additional candidates prepared for the 
Regent's examination in a number of sub- 
jects, making the total of 223. 

We congratulate Brother Heffley upon his 
success which we feel sure is well deserved. 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



£aw language. 




OUR words of which 

lawyets make technical 
use, have suggested 
themselves to me for 
'comment. They are 
"neverthelesB," "how- 
ever," "eicepl" and 

of the derivatWes of the two last named. 

It may be stated that the two latter are 
never, while the former are frequently, nsed 
in pleadingsli! ; and that all of them are 
utilized in the phraseology of contracts, 
deeds, mortgages, leases, wills and many 
other instruments!'). 

I,aw7ers will not coDcur in tny statement 
that the legal signification of these words 
does not differ from the meaning popularly 
ascribed to them. But i[ will not be profit- 
able to the reader, neither have I the desire, 
to investigate and discuss the interpretation 
which the courts have given to them when 
found in legal documents. Hence, I shall 
content myself with the assertion that their 
meaning, in law, is substantially the same as 
that accorded to them by the layman. (3I 

The careful reader will note that these 
words are used in juxtaposition, and usually 
to impose a condition or limitation upon a 
subject previously treated. 

Following are a few examples of the actual 
use of these words by the lawyer in dictating 
the following instruments to his stenogra- 
pher. 

(1). For etplanaMon of Ihti I*™ stt iinlcle entlHed 
" TKhnlcal Teniii at PlcadlnR." p. 17], Novemt'fr Ste- 



Ij). -Layimn." -A mat 
WSBSTtR, ThU term union 
not belongliie 10 a prot»»slon 



In a will : " I give and bequeath unto my 
executors hereinafter named, in trust, never' 
lAeUss," etc., etc. '■ The provisions which I 
have hereinabove made for my said wife, 
Jane, are made, however, and are to be ac- 
cepted by her," etc., etc. 

In an agreement: "And it is further 
mutually agreed by the parties hereto that, 
from the bulk of the said goods, wares and 
merchandise, last hereinabove mentioned, 
there shall be excepted, ten dozens," etc. etc. 

In a deed : "The party of the first part 
hereby excepts and reserves, however, unto 
himself, his heirs and assigns," etc. etc. 
" This conveyance is made, however, subject 
to the following limitation, etc., etc. 

In a contract: The party of the second 
part hereby agrees to make such monthly 
payments, as aforesaid excepting, however," 
etc., etc. " And it is expressly understood 
by the parties hereto, that the party of the 
first part hereby t-jrrf^/.f one apple tree of the 
Talmuu sweet variety from the operation of 
thb instrument." 

In a tease: "The party of the first part 
hereby excepts a.'oA reserves unto himself and 
his assigns, the bed room in the north-east- 
erly portion of the second floor of said 
dwelling." 

Instances of the use of these words might 
be multiplied indefinitely ; but from the fore- 
going the intelligent student should be able 
to thoroughly comprehend tlieir meaning as 
nsed by lawyers. Having done that, taking 
dictation and transcription ought to be per- 
formed a little easier than before. 
« 

LAW reporters have curiosity to kaow 
what the public assume the essential 
qualifications of a first-class practitioner to 
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be. But, I suppose, this pardonable inquis- 
itiveness is not equal to the desire of steno- 
graphic students to fathom the supposed 
mysteries of verbatim shorthand reporting. 

I WONDER what has become of the old 
■ saw **The Charge of the Lightning 
Judge,** which twenty years ago used to be 
on dress parade in the shorthand magazines 
and was the "sweet morsel*' rolled 'neath 
the tongue of would-be law reporters of those 
by-gone days. 

ANUTHER thing'* (as Josh Billings 
might have said, phonetically) **In 
them daz ritin* shorthand waz supozd tu be 
dun bi a twist-o*-th*-rist, kach-as-kach-kan, 
sort o*trik. Nobodi then thot redin*, ritin* 
or figerin*, and sum uther bitz o' nolej, wer 
part and parsel o' th' biznes.** 

IF you have unsuccessfully looked for any- 
thing in this department this month, or 
should you find that within its limits which 
provokes surprise, charge up first the total of 
your injured feehngs to the writer*8 account, 
then forward itemized statement thereof to 
him together with a notice when you will 
draw on him for face of the claim. 

JUST why the last foregoing ** mosaic " of 
thought should remind me that it is as 
difficult to learn to write legible, verbatim 
shorthand as it is to think in a foreign lan- 
guage, I know not. Nevertheless 'tis true, 
*tis passing true ; and, if any doubting 
Thomas or sceptical Mary disbelieve it, let 
him or her ask Mr. John B. Carey, official 
stenographer, Brooklyn, N. Y., who knows 
not only that fact, but who has charge of the 
portals of knowledge, and tags every item 
permitted by him to escape. 

SUPPOSE a witness should testify, in part, 
as follows : '* I ran with lightning 
speed, the dashund following closely at my 
heels,*' said one stenographer to another. 
**How would you write the word 'dash- 
und * ? " •♦ Why," replied the other, " that's 
easy " : «* und." 

THESE days, the agile pen and pencil of 
the *' official *' are relegated to the back- 
ground, and the sultry wind of August lan- 



guidly flutters the virgin pages of neglected 
note-books and reporting paper. 'Tis good ! 
The conditions comport with the ** official's ** 
sentiments, easily expressed (''doggerelly**) 
thus: 

May the " resting " period continue to lenj^then. 
And trials, actions and procedure shorten. 
May note-books and pencils lie idle— forsalcen ; 
While Into our pockets may big: fees be taken. 

IT*S good for some shorthand writers to 
write and write shorthand (although 
they can't read it), because it keeps them 
from thinking they are not stenographers, 
*' Dave ** Harum might have stated it in that 
form, although I doubt it. 



it 



€^EQUIESCA T IN PA €£,*'• stdd the 
^^^ orator, as he rounded a glowing per- 
iod. ** Pshaw?*' soliloquized Mr. Stenog- 
rapher, **I passed long ago. When you 
were describing the geological formation of 
the passes of the Himalayas, I couldn't keep 
your pace.^' 

REPORTING the proceedings before com- 
missioners for street opening and con- 
demnation of property in New York City 
should be lucrative. Of the former 367 are 
now pending, the average number of hear- 
ings in each being 35 ; while of the latter 
there are 100 running, averaging 50 hearings 
each. In one condemnation proceeding 
5,584 typewritten pages of testimony was 
taken, in one street extension 3,760 pages, in 
another 4,358 pages and in another 3,000 
pages. Stenographers receive about $5.00 
per day and 10 cents per folio for one copy. 



Dlotes. 

MR. H. T. OATMAN, the official stenog- 
rapher of the Berkshire County ( Mass. ) 
Superior Court, located at Pittsfield, Mass., 
having but recently had his attention called 
to The Stenographer, has become a sub- 
scriber. He alludes to the " bright and en- 
tertaining" character of the magazine, and 
says he enjoys the contents of the law depart- 
ment. If official stenographers find The 
Stenographer a good investment, it should 
follow that those who intend or desire to 
become law reporters ought to be constant 
readers of the magazine. 
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Thb annual meeting of the N. Y. S. S. A. 
will be held at Elmira, N. Y., on the 24th 
and 25th days of this month. Matters of 
great moment to the profession are to come 
up at the meeting. Papers will be read and 
discussions had which will interest every one 
who takes an interest in the stenographic art. 
You will meet people who are laboring in the 
same field as you are, and the interchange of 
ideas will be beneficial to all. The Elmira 
members will give you a cordial welcome. 
Watkins Glen is not far distant from the 
meeting place, and a visit to it is well worth 
the cost of the trip. Arrangements will be 
made for a special car from New York, if 
enough members in Greater New York sig- 
nify their intention to attend. 

Inquiries are continually received by the 
newspaper press regarding the validity of 
typewritten wills. Careful lawyers are yet 
somewhat adverse to preparing wills upon 
the typewriter, believing that the old long- 
hand affords greater protection against fraud 
by forgery and tampering. An article on this 
subject of peculiar interest to stenographers 
will be found under the title " An Interest- 
ing Law Suit,** commencing on page 14 of 
The Stenographer for July, 1894, and 
concluded in the August number of the 
same year at page 53. 

Lawyer C. E. Abbott, of Tremont, Neb., 
desires to know the present address of Frank 
North, stenographer, formerly of Omaha, 
Neb. 

Official yippointments. 

GEORGE S. HAWLEY, of Bridgeport, 
Conn., to be stenographer to tlie courts 
of Fairfield County. He has been assistant 
reporter in the same courts for the past two 
years. He has selected Miss Anne Bennetto, 
of the same place to be his assistant. 

Wir,i,iAM Chii^vers of New York City, to 
be stenographer to the Sixth District City 
Court. 

Miss Awcia Fitzgerai^d, of Brooklyn, to 
be stenographer and typewriter in the Bur- 
eau of Municipal Statistics. 
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designations. 

RANK G. FOWLER of Bridgeport, 
Conn. , after twenty years experience. 



James Nugent, New York City, after 
many years experience in the courts of that 
city. 

Eugene Raymond, Philadelphia, Pa., 
from the position chief ofl&cial stenographer 
of the Court of Common Pleas No. 3, after 
more than twenty years reportorial work. 
He leaves this position with its salary of 
j5,ooo per year to devote himself to his law 
practice. 

THE magistrates, court clerks, stenogra- 
phers and interpreters of the city courts 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., have organized for 
mutual benefit. Stenographer Charles 
Christnian, of the Adams Street Court has 

been made secretary. 

H. W. Thorne. 

^ ^ ^ 

When Sreek 3fleet% Sreek. 

THE late Mr. Thomas Allen Reed*s steno- 
graphic encounter with the Rev. Phillips 
Brooks during that gentleman's visit to 
London about 14 years ago was the hardest 
half-hour*s work of the kind he ever had. 
Mr. Reed was engaged to report two sermons 
which the rev. gentleman delivered, one at 
Caterham and the other in Westminster 
Abbey. Both were accurately timed by two 
watches, and in the first-named, which lasted 
35 minutes, the average rate of speaking was 
194 words a minute. This was beaten, how- 
ever, by the sermon in the Abbey, which, 
lasting exactly half an hour, gave an average 
of 213 words per minute ! Mr. Reed wrote 
on his knee the whole time, used a gold pen 
and an ink-bottle, and at the close declared 
that never in his long and varied experience 
had he listened to a public orator who kept 
up such a continuous and uninterrupted flow 
of rapid articulation. 

^ ^ 9 

AND now comes the graphophone to 
frighten timid people with the notion 
that it is to render stenography obsolete. 
There is not the least danger of this. The 
graphophone is an interesting toy, which 
under exceptional conditions may be used so 
as to dispense with an amanuensis stenog- 
rapher. But the graphophone requires an 
expert both for dictation and transcription. 
Not one business man in a hundred can make 
practical use of it in ordinary correspondence. 
In large concerns like the big retail mailing 
houses, where there are great numbers of 
short letters to write, the graphophone has 
been used to advantage, but it is not well 
adapted to ordinary business, and it is as far 
from displacing stenography as stenography 
is from displacing ordinary writing. 

— New Education. 
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we. thought at one time 
that the {5.00 stenog- 
rapher was such be- 

employer ; that she 
must be a poor speller, 
ignorant of grammatical rules and ordinary 
generally. The more we investigate existing 
conditions, however, the more strongly are 
we convinced that the law of supply and 
demand is operative faere and forms the 
foundation of the trouble. A request on the 
part of his stenographer for more salary is 
usually met by the employer with indifference 
or sarcasm for he can quickly replace her. 

We believe that a strong trade or profes- 
sional union would be a step in the direction 
of a proper wage, but with so many new- 
comers clamoring at our gates for positions 
at any price, for the sake of experience, ive 
fear that this stenographic millennium is far 

The leading and strongest feature of men's 
trade unions is the minimum wage — below 
which the consistent member will not go, 
should he do so, forfeiting membership and 
bringing the scorn of his fellows down upon 
his head. In a comparatively few iustances 
the unions have triumphed, but iu the ma- 
jority of cases disaster has come to the 
workers, with much suffering in its train- 
Stenography is so much newer than all the 
other clerical occupations which had long 
been filled exclusively by men (and of recent 
years by women, too,) that we feel it is not 
yet time to expect it to take its definite and 
legitimate place beside book-keepiog, teleg- 
raphy, etc. It is in the formative period — is 
going through the rapids, but soon, we hope. 



it will reach the pladd waters and glide 
smoothly in Its regular course. 

As one of the side issues of the subject, we 
would mention the three-months-short-hand 
factories, which supply their products to the 
"economical" business man at his own 
figure. We wonder if a state examination or 
civil service test for everyone qualifying for 
the position of stenographer, is too good a 
solution of the problem to which to look for- 
ward ! Such legislation might include the 
minimum wage and thus protect the worker. 

Of thirty-four occupations engaged in by 
women, LaborCommissionerFox of Michigan 
recently stated that that of stenography paid 
best — namely, Ji,26 pet day. Would that 
this were the universal sum enjoyed by the be< 
ginner, and that the deserving and ambitious, 
the country over, were on an upward sliding 

Says F. D. F. in a recent issue of the New 
York Press: — "A union is certainly a sen- 
sible thing. Our condition is identical with 
that of almost every other profession and 
trade. The employers of labor are thoroughly 
organized, and have shut out competition, 
while employees have no substantial organi- 
zation, and, therefore, cut and slash prices in 
their efforts to underbid their fellow work- 
men. I^isli the good work along." 

There is another side to the question, and 
that can best be given in the words of " Fair 
Play " in the same paper : — 

" Anent the subject of stenographers, I, as 
one of them, think the suggestion of forming 
a stenographers' union for the pupose of 
forcing incompetent ones outof the profession 
is both impracticable and unjust. It is im- 
practicable for the reason that stenographers, 
unlike printers, are mostly employed singly. 
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and if an employer refuses to pay a certain 
salary to an applicant who is a member of 
the union, what redress has the union ! There 
will always be plenty of stenographers, fairly 
competent ones, too, who will accept all sorts 
of positions at all sorts of prices ; and if those 
who have an exalted opinion of their own 
abilities choose to form an alliance and re- 
fuse to accept positions except at their own 
price, that will leave the field clearer for 
those who think half a loaf is better than no 
bread. The idea is unjust because stenog- 
raphers, like other persons, have a right in 
this country at least, to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness, and also the right to 
seek honestly the means of sustaining life 
and procuring the betterment of their condi- 
tion. Moreover, employers have the right to 
employ whom they please at such price as 
the employee is willing to take. It, hence, 
appears useless to agitate the question, and 
betrays a selfish disposition to desire to force 
others out of the profession. I say, a fair 
field for all, and success to those who get 
there ! " 

After all, may it not be "the survival of 
the fittest ** in our profession, as it seems to 
be in all other callings in these "history 
making ** times ? 



ffhe " Xeu? Woman " Jlgain. 

" A LL up-to-date education points to self- 
^» reliance and individuality. The girl 
of the past could be gentle, clinging, depen- 
dent ; the girl of the future must be strong, 
capable and fearless. Hence she chafes 
when, as so often happens, she is placed in a 
position of utter irresponsibility with regard 
to money matters. She dislikes the fact that 
she must ask for every penny that she 
spends ; she has no pleasure in giving, for 
she can make .no sacrifices. In this very 
discontent may be found one of the answers 
to the questions which so many parents are 
asking, * Why do our daughters go out from 
homes whcfe they are needed to accept posi- 
sitions in the business world — often uncon- 
genial ? * The girl's answer is, usually, ' I 
must be independent.' " — Selected, 
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Correspondence. 

ISS L. S. W. wishes to know how she can 
get extra typewriting to do in her spare 



time. We suggest that she advertise in the 
newspapers, — especially in those likely to be 
read by lawyers ; also that she solicit such 
work from professional workers, provided 
they have not already made arrangements to 
have their work done. 

To Miss H. F. M. we would explain that, 
for copying, the usual rates are 15 cents per 
page of legal cap or 10 cents for letter size ; 
carbon copy, three cents per page extra ; 
shorthand dictation, fifty cents per hour ; for 
transcription, 10 or 15 cents per page accord- 
ing to size ; for dictating a single letter direct 
to the machine, 10 cents. This was supplied 
to us by a reputable city public stenographer. 

Diote% 3rom the Sield. 

" Have no half dealings with thine art ! " 

Not less than 4,000,000 women in this 
country "earn their own bread.'* Of this 
number, 250,000 are teachers, exclusive of 
35,000 teachers of music ; 10,000 are artists, 
1,145 are clergymen, 888 are journalists, 2,725 
are authors and literary workers, 20 are law- 
yers, 279 are detectives ; and of stenographers 
there are too many to enumerate, and still 
they come ! In fact, as the intelligence of 
the world broadens and prejudice disappears, 
the field for woman's successful employment 
is enlarged and her possibilities become 
limitless. 

We learn with pleasure that the initial 
week of the Chicago Business Women's Club, 
of which we took note in the last issue, was 
quite gratifying, and that its complete success 
seems to be assured. The members of the 
National Association of Stenographers are 
entitled to the privilege of the Club without 
extra fee. 

A happy, restful vacation to our readers ! 

Ida E. Turner. 

^ ^ ^ 

I am very different than the chap who, in 
an ecstasy of enthusiasm over his sweetheart, 
wrote regarding her, "There is considerable 
saccharinity about my divinity ! " You may 
readily imagine my gush of sympathy, there- 
fore, when I called upon a certain gentleman 
for the first time : " May I discuss a little 
matter of business with you," I enquired, 
"or, are you engaged?" "Worse than 
that ! " he growled ; "I'm married ! " {From 
" The Quaitit Hi story of a Queer Crozvd,^* 
not yet published. ) 
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lyi RS, BOYLES has the happy dislinction 
i i of being the onlj- \aAy official Court 
Reporter in Nebraska. 
She and her husband have a first-class 
shorthand school !□ Omaha. It was started 
about a year and a half ago in one room, 
with one typewriter, and it now occupies six 
rooms and requires twenty-five typewriters, 
the average attendance being about scvtniy- 



five. Tlie teachers employed in this school 
are thoroughly competent (o perform expert 
stentgraphic work and also possess the 
faculty of impartii.g a knowledge of the art. 
The prices cliarj;ed and time occupied to 
complete the course give good promise that 
those who avail themselves of the opportunity 
may reasonably expect to be thoroi^hly 
equipped for their work. 
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HE following questions are 
copied from an examination 
on Pitmanic shorthand, pre- 
pared by a teacher of the 
same for the purpose of test- 
ing student's knowledge of 
the principles. I have se- 
lected them as the text for a short sermon. 

'* How is the letter n expressed when it 
ends a word? '* 

*' How may the dot vowels be indicated 
between the letters of the pr and pi series of 
consonants?'* 

These questions illustrate what is, in my 
opinion, one of the gravest mistakes that 
teachers of shorthand are making. Students 
are being led to infer that the shorthand 
characters represent the letters of our incom- 
plete longhand alphabet, when as a matter of 
fact, they do nothing of the kind, and no 
person can ever become a rapid shorthand 
writer until he realizes that each shorthand 
character stands for a sounds and nothing 
else, and has nothing to do with letters. 

One of the most natural habits for the 
beginner to form, and one of the most diffi- 
cult to overcome, is that of thinking of the 
longhand spelling of a word, and then sub- 
stituting a shorthand character for each let- 
ter before writing the word. Thus we find 
them writing (fridge and badge with short- 
nand D, etc. Such a mental process is slow 
and renders speed impossible ; therefore the 
teacher, instead of encouraging it should use 
every effort to overcome it. 

Text-books and teachers frequently speak 
of phonographic "Aitch," " Es Aitch," 
** Double-yew," ** Wy,*' etc. Such names as 
these for the phonographic characters, or 
any device for learning the shorthand alpha- 
bet by associating it with the longhand 
alphabet, strengthen this bad habit, and, 
consequently, postpone speed. A short time 



ago I saw the statement in a text-book that 
*' silent letters are not written in shorthand.*' 
The same remark is true of all other letters, 
for shorthand writers do not write letters, 
and certainly have no method of represent- 
ing silence. It would be about as sensible to 
say that silent sounds are not represented. 

The phonographic characters have nothing 
whatever to do with the limping longhand 
letters, are not related to them, except inci- 
dentally, do not depend upon them in any 
way, should not be considered as substitutes 
for them and should be learned as something 
separate and apart. The trouble is that many 
reporters and teachers do not analyze the 
mental process by which they write short- 
hand. We hear the sound, and the sound 
instantly and automatically suggests the 
character ; the relation is direct. Then why 
should we teach our students to allow the 
sound, or rather the word, to suggest letters 
and the letters the shorthand characters? 
Even if our longhand alphabet were pho- 
netic, this would be cumbersome process 
and an unnecessary expenditure of mental 
energy ; but with our imperfect, illogical 
longhand alphabet, such a practice leads to 
confusion and discouragement. 

If all teachers and text-books would cease 
to talk about letters, and cease associating 
the characters of the two alphabets together, 
and teach students to analyze words pho- 
netically and to write solely by sound, they 
would remove one of the greatest hindrances 
to progress. 

MANY of our shorthand teachers, in com- 
mon with other people, have taken to 
the woods for a few days recreation. 

And now our young friend, Steinhaeuser, 
has been caught plagiarizing by the Phono- 
graphic World y and has been soundl}' 
spanked by the fatherly slipper of editor 
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Miner. It has always appeared impossible 
that any one person could compose all the 
matter that has been appearing in the various 
shorthand journals over Steinhaeuser's sig- 
nature, and hold his job at the same time. 

Mr. C. O. Benti^y, principal of the short- 
hand department of Brown's Business Col- 
lege, of Jacksonville, 111., has given up his 
position in order to practice shorthand. Mr. 
Bently has always been considered one of our 
best teachers and he has our best wishes for 
his success in whatever line he may interest 
himself. 

Brother Piatt's suggestion in last month's 
Stenographer that shorthand teachers de- 
vote more of their ** thought and writings to 
the English side of the amanuensis problem, " 
is an excellent one. This department is at 
the disposal of any teachers who will tell us 
what they are doing along this line, or what 
they think ought to be done. The public 
schools are so busy with Latin, Greek, Ger- 
man and other languages that when our 
shorthand students come to us we usually 
find a ** virgin sod" to cultivate as far as 
English is concerned. I think that all teach- 
ers will agree with Mr. Piatt that more fail of 
success as stenographers through a deficient 
knowledge of English than from any other 
cause. 

C. W. W. — I can best answer your ques- 
tion, perhaps, by quoting from David Wolfe 
Brown's "Factors of Shorthand Speed,'* a 
book, by the way, which everyone interested 
in shorthand should read. 

** Especially should the student beware of 
systems which are attractively offered as 
' new and easy.' Their pretended novelty is 
generally the revamping of ideas that have 
long ago been tried and discarded. Their 
' ease ' arises from the ni eagerness of their 
material, and their insufficiency for the 
work of verbatim reporting. Any shorthand 
system that promises to the pupil success in 
a remarkably short time is prima facie a 
fraud." 

The fact that a friend of yours has suc- 
ceeded in holding a position proves nothing, 
one way or the other, regarding the system 
he uses. I have known offices where the 
stenographer might have managed to get 
along with longhand ; and there are many 
persons, you know, who receive good salaries 
who do not write shorthand at all. 



3t SKisdireeted Shot 

My Dear Mr. Hsmperley : 

TpHE main sensation produced by Mr. 
■ Brown's response to my communication 
in the July Stenographer was one of sur- 
prise. I wondered what there could have 
been in my article that stirred up such a 
hornets' nest ; nor did a careful re-reading 
enlighten me. A revulsion then occurred to 
the humorous aide. It appeared comical that 
. I should be made to pose in antagonism to 
Mr. Brown, whereas my article was intended 
in the main as an indorsement of his style of 
shorthand in support of my contention that 
•• simplicity is entirely consistent with high- 
class reporting." My citations of his out- 
lines for *• student," •* pandemonium," etc., 
were not made in a specially adverse spirit, 
but rather in justification of my advocacy of 
simplicity. I did not raise the point that his 
outlines were an exaggeration of simplicity. 
However (to quote Mr. Brown's own words 
to me during some very pleasant correspond- 
ence), "the language of a statement does 
not always express in the best way the in- 
tended thought," and perchance he fancied 
lurking among my verbiage some sinister 
meaning entirely foreign to my intent. Be 
that as it may, he should have directed his 
fire at some more vulnerable target, because 
( pardon the slang) he * ' never touched me ! ' ' 
In his interpretation of brevity as applied to 
shorthand writing, Mr. Brown must not 
arrogate the quality of lonesomeness. He 
will find very few dissenters among the best 
teachers of the country. As for myself, 
however, I draw the line rather fine in the 
interest of syllabic writing, on which subject 
I am something of a crank ; believing that 
by establishing mental connection between 
the spoken syllables and their written equiv- 
alents a compensation is ordinarily found 
for resulting manual checks. For instance, 
I would write Grent for " grant," Grent-Dee 
for * ' granted , ' ' Grent- Ar for * ' grantor, ' ' etc. , 
retaining as far as practicable the primitive 
trace in the derivative words. Onlv the 
teacher who has faithfully practised this 
method can realize its helpfulness to the in- 
structor and learner. I have continued 
in the study of shorthand many who had 
begun on different plans, and they invariably 
admit the superiority of the syllabic method, 
with its associated nomenclature, and gener- 
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ally deplore the fact that they did not have 
the benefit of this method from the start. It 
not only assists in the rapid mastery of short- 
hand, but also confers an intelligent word* 
building ability ; and while perhaps not 
always resulting in the most facile forms, yet 
secures legibility, which is more important 
to the large masses of amanuenses than a 
phenomonally high speed.* Such skilled re- 
porters as Mr. Brown (but he to a less degree 
than many others) are apt to lose sight of this 
fact while discussing shorthand forms. The 
shorthand learners of today are prospective 
amanuenses, whose career will only comprise 
a few years. Such do not care, nor can they 
afford, to devote all th^ time of those few 
years in acquiring a polish chiefly needed in 
the higher fields of reporting — a field to 
which they are not as a rule qualified, either 
by nature or education, to aspire. To these 
modest but useful workers the legibility se- 
cured by syllabic forms and vowel indication 
are paramount ; though they may not be so 
considered by the comparatively few devotees 
of exceptionally high attainments. These 
things must of necessity be more apparent to 
the observing teacher who is constantly in 
touch with hundreds of varying personalities, 
than to the practising reporter who has for- 
gotten the steps by which he climbed. But 
my thought is more easily conveyed by illus- 
tration, and The Stenographer reflects my 
style. Inspection of my page will show 
whether or not I have seriously divorced 
legibility and cursiveness. 

Before closing, and without any desire to 
pose as a *• wrangler,*' I feel impelled to ex- 
cept to one of Mr. Brown's statements. In 
referring to the ** reporter's rule of position," 
he rather paradoxically remarks that Mr. 
Munson's •* peculiar rule of position " (the 
*' placing of all outlines in the first, second, 
or third position according to the position of 
the leading or accented vowel") is ** inno- 
cently adopted, alas, by Mr. Piatt and too 
many other intelligent authors and teachers," 
etc. Though perhaps not so contemplated 
by Mr. Brown, the word ** innocently " must 
be here construed ** ignorantly," and scarcely 
harmonizes with the associated word ** intel- 
ligent," which serves as a sugar-coating. 
Now, the merit claimed for my Pitmanic 
Shorthand Instructor is for its arrangement 
as a helper to teacher and learner— it being 
a self-instructor, largely. I have expressly 
disclaimed originating any of the material ; 



but while the selection of matter has been 
slightly eclectic, it has yet been planned with 
careful deliberation — with malice afore- 
thought — ^and not " innocently," and after all 
with but few radical departures from Benn 
Pitman principles. I have too high an opinion 
of Mr. Brown's integrity to even imply an 
intention on his part to wilfully place me in 
a wrong light ; but he has in effect done so, 
which is why I *' rise to explain." Had he 
spared the time to examine my text-book, a 
copy of which he has in his library, he could 
have had no misapprehension asto my attitude 
with reference to the *' reporter's rule of 
position." In the vowel lesson (page 23, 
par. 36) I expressly state that only outlines 
of one or more stems need be written in posi- 
tion ; and that those of three or more stems 
may be placed in the second position, regard- 
less of the accented vowel. On page 137 I 
say more definitely : " Words abounding in 
consonants need vowel assistance less than 
words olfew consonants ; and as position is 
a vowel aid, it follows that strong consonant 
forms do not require positioning as much as 
weak consonant forms. As a general rule, 
positioning is confined to primitive words of 
one or two stems and their derivatives^ de- 
rivatives always being given the position of 
their primitives ; for instance : back, back- 
ward, backwardness. But primitives of more 
than two stems may^ as a rule^ be written on 
the liney except occasionally, where exception 
is required to avoid conflict." It will be seen 
from this that I have adopted the Pitman- 
Howard rule of position. I do not, however, 
make the rule mandatory, but rather a privi- 
lege. It often happens that a vowel sound 
strikes one which such force as to instantly 
suggest position, and it becomes easier to 
humor this impulse than to combat it. In my 
own case, this is especially true of such words 
as "branch," which I find myself uncon- 
sciously writing through the line, without 
other justification than that of impulse. 

In conclusion, I would remark that could 
Mr. Brown stand at the elbows of the many 
good teachers of the country for about a year 
and note the admirable work they are doing 
under the most adverse circumstances in 
turning out say, forty-nine fairly good aman- 
uenses to one budding reporter, he would 
abate his sorrow and take a more optimistic 
view of shorthand prospects. 

Chas. T. Pjuatt. 
Hoboken, N. J., 33 Hudson Place. 
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Jh4, ESS&S. ISAAC PITMAN & SONS, 
rill 33UnionSqnare,N. Y.,aremneed 
& 11*/ ol a tboroi^hly experienced and 
reliable male teacher of the Isaac 
Pitman system for a lare;eandoldestab1iBbed 
business college in the State of Pennsylvania. 
A good salary will be offered to tne right 
man. Write in phonography Kiving previous 
experience, etc., to above adoresa. 



ing, and elected officers for the coming 
year. About thirty of the more prominent 
stenographers of the city, many of whom are 
laaac Pitman writers, were present and it is 
apparent that the organization will turn into 
the World's Fair fund no inconsiderable sum 
of money, as each member of Che association 
is a committee of one who will canvass the 
building in which he or she is emi^loyed. No 
subscriptions were called for, it being decided 
to wait until the neit meeting, wliich will 
doubtless be held shortly. By that time all 
the members of the profession m the city will 
be aware that the association has been formed 
and that they are eligible for membership. 
SnbscriptionB will then be asked for and it is 
thought that a large sum will be raised. 

Officers elected laat night are: Miss Frances 
Hoover, president ; Nolan M. Clenimona, 
first vice-president; MisaM, Marie Fitzgerald, 
second vice-president ; Miss Jean C, Oswald, 
recording secretary; Carl J. Noraeen, cor- 
responding secretary; Miss Lulu Hudgens, 
treasurer; Board of Directors: Miss A. W. 
Houck, Mrs. A. M. Sears, Harold Johnson, 
Percy W. Johnson and Oliver T. Ledford. 



"'T^HE Isaac Pitman Complete Phono- 
-^ graphic Instructor" has been adopted 
for use in the Public and High Schools 
in the Boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, 
Brooklyn and RichmoniF, comprising Greater 
New York, 



WE note with pleasure, that the revised 
and enlarged edition of " French Pho- 
nography " by the late Thomas Allen 
Reed, is now ready. 

O^Tsaac Pitman'! Complete PtionographlcInBtmcI 
Phouosraphy, loi pagea, li.txi. FubliHluid hj Isaac Pi 



3C»y to Saaae SHtman S%onography. 

CHILDREN are bom actors. They lose 
the faculty only when the wings of their 
imagination are weighted by self-con- 
sciousness. It is not everyone to whom is 
given the capacity of always remaining a 
child. It is this blessed g^ift of receptive sen- 
sibility which it should be the endeavor — the 
unconscious endeavor peiliaps — of every ar- 
tist to cultivate and to retain. There are 
those who would have ua believe that tech- 
nique is the end. and aim of art. There are 
those who wonld persuade us that the art of 
acting is subject to certain mathematical 
laws. What I venture to assert is that all 
that is most essential, most luminous in act- 
ing, may be traced to the imaginative faculty. 
It is this that makes the actor's calling at 



which has caused many to deny to acting a 
place among the arts, and which has so often 
baffled those who would appraise the art of 
acting as a precise science, and measure it by 
the yard-measure of unimaginative criticism. 
Yet in another sense no art is more complex 
than the dramatic art in its highest expres- 
sion, for in none is demanded of its expon- 
ents a more delicate poise, a subtler instinct ; 
none is more dependent on that acute state of 
the imagiuation, on that divine insanity 
which we call genius. The actor may be 
said to rank with, if after, the poet. He. like 
the poet, is independent of recognised lews. 
The histrionic art is indeed essentially a self- 
governed one. Its laws are the unwritten 
laws of the book of Nature, illuminated by 
the ima^nation. But if the actor can claim 
exemption from academic training, it would 
be idle to affirm 4hat he is independtnt of 
personal attributes, or that he can reach any 
degree of eminence without these accom- 
plishments which the strenuous exercise of art 
alone can give. His Pegasus, however, should 
be tamed in the broad arena of the stage, 
rather than in the enervating stable of the 
Academy. In acting, in fact, there is an 
infinity to learn, but mSnitely little that can 
be taught. He must be capable of pronounc- 
ing his native langttage and of having a 
reasonable control over the movements of his 
limbs, but thus equipped, his technical edu- 
cation is practically complete. 



Phonomphlc B 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 
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Schools and others, desiring the services of experienced 
shorthand teachers, will please apply to Teachere* Bureau 
Department, Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union Square, New 
York. 
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Jl« CivHSeroiee Sxamtnationa a 
Sair Seal of Jtbl/itg f 

*TtY^ M. H. CURTIS, in the Chicago 
W \\ \ ^^«frrf, commenting on the recent 
^^ » order of President McKinley with- 
drawing from the jurisdiction of the Civil- 
Service Commission certain subordinates of 
the several executive departments, says : 

Special agents of the Indian bureau and 
the land office, whose duties are similar to 
those of detectives, are exempt because ex- 
perience hasdetnonstrated that 90 per cent of 
the detectives furnished by the civil-service 
commission are absolutely worthless. No one 
will pretend that penetration of mind or 
shrewdness or judgment can be ascertained 

The same remark applies to the employes 
of the Smithsonian Institution, who are taken 
out of the classified service upon the recom- 
mendation of Chief Justice Puller, Prof. 
Langley, Senator Gray of Delaware, Presi- 
dent Angell of Michigan University, CK-Post- 
master-Geaeral Wilson, Alexander Graham 
Bell and other members of the board of re- 
gents, who are quite as much interested in 
promoting tlie welfare and usefulness of the 
institution as the officers of the Civil-Service 
Refonn league or the editors who have criti- 
cised the action of the president. When 
there is a vacancy in the Smithsonian insti- 
tution, or the National museum the regents 
want to fill it with the very best man they 
can get, and they find that competitive exam- 
inations are not a test of fitness. 

Let me give an iUtistration on that point : 
There was recently an appointment to the 
office of editor of scientific publications in 
one of the departments. Oue of the candi- 
dates had been for twenty-five years employed 
in such duties by the publishers of scientific 
books, encyclopfedias, magazines and other 
similar literature, and was considered an 
expert. He probably knows ten times as 
much as all the members of the examining 
board combined about this particular line of 
business, but he was unable to display that 
knowledge in an examination, and when the 

Eapera were turned in his were marked 68, and 
is name was at the bottom of the list of 
eligibles. The man at the top of the list, 
who was marked 95, had never had the slight- 
est experience, but had the gift of answering 
questions. He bad never edited a page of 



scientific manuscript in his life. He had 
never been inside of a printing office, except 
perhaps as a visitor, yet twenty-five years of 
experience counted for nothing against his 
glib tongue and tact. 

The joke in this case is that the editor who 
failed has been an ardent advocate of com- 
petitive examinations up to this time, but 
now declares that they are a delusion. 

Qanada. 

{Continued from July Number.) 
i. The Senate at present consists of 81 
members, 24 each from Ontario and Quebec, 
10 each from Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick, 4 each from Prince Edward island and 
Majiitoba, 3 from British Columbia and 1 from 
the Northwest territories. Senators are styled 
honorable, are appointed for life by the gov- 
ernor-general, upon the recommendation of 
his council, must possess property worth 
>4,ooo, be 30 years of age and reside in the 
province which they represent. They are 
paid {looo per annum. Bills can originate in 
the senate, excepting money or revenue bills, 
in wbich cases the action of the senate is con- 
fined by usage to their rejection — a rejection 
4' ustified only by extraordinary circumstances, 
'be senate is supposed to constitute a wise 
check on hasty legislation, but, as a matter 
of fact, it has proved of little assistance in 
the government of the country, and at pres- 
ent there is agitation in certain quarters for 
its abolition. 

3. House of Commons consists of 315 
members, elected for a five-year term, On- 
tario has 92 representatives, Quebec 65, Nova 
Scotia ao. New Brunswick 14, Manitoba 7, 
British Columbia 6, Prince Edward island 5, 
territories 4. The representation is arranged 
after each decennial census, the basis being 
that Quebec shall always have 65 members 
and each of the other provinces such a i 
ber as will ^ve them the same proportii 
representatives to the population as the 1 
ber 65 bears to the population of Quebec, 
Members of parliament require no property 

aualification. They are paid fio per day 
uring session, with a maximum annual pay- 
ment of fi,ooo. Their sittings are annual, 
but may be oftener. They ate elected by bal- 
lot, under a franchise which is manhood 
suffrage. Debates and proceedings of pai 
liament may be carried on either in French 
English. (To be continued. ) 
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BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PI,ATT. 
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CorretpoHdiHg. Slyte. 

GbntlKm BM : — The circular addressed to 
jOD bj our Mr. B. under date of January lat, 
made joa aware of his intention to form an 
establishment at this place, as a branch of 
his London House, 

We have now Che pleasure of announcing 
to you die fulfilment of that intention, under 
the firm of Thomaa B. & Co., consisting of 
the subscribers, whose respective signatnies 
you will be pleased to note. 

With a tender of our best services in this 
city, whether in the disposal of consignments 
of Atoerican products, in the purchase and 
shipment of the produce of this country, or 
in attending to your shipping interests ; and 
assurinK you that our earnest endeavors will 
be used to give you satisfaction in every 
matter entrusted to our care. We remain. 
Your most obedient servants. 



Gentlemen : — Having taken the premises 
lately occupied by the Late lix. Thomas L. 
and succeeded to the stationery business car- 
ried on therein by him for nearly twenty 
years. I beg to assure you that with a view to 
secure his connections and retain bis cus- 
tomers, I shall make it my endeavor to fol- 
low, as nearly as possible, his punctuality, 
and that mode of conducting the business by 
which be succeeded in establishing, and 
whereby I hope to render permaoent, this 



Very respectfully yours. 

» ♦ • 

Steporiing Style. 

Address delivered by James G. Cannon, 
/Resident of the National Association of 
Credit-men. at the Fourth Annual Conven- 
tion at Buffalo, June 6, iSgg. 



of the business community, and the associa- 
tion now wields a piowerful influence for the 
betterment of commercial customs and usages. 
Its sphere of usefulness is rapidly enlarging, 
and its benefits are more distinctly fett and 
appreciated as its purposes are more widely 
known. 

I desire to call particular attention to the 
finances of our association. It has been veiy 
clearly demonstrated to my own mind that if 
we are to accomplish our highest aims our 
annual dues must be increased, and the na- 
tional association must receive more substan- 
tial support in the form of membership dues 
from the various local associations. For the 
} years we have been hampered ir 



come before you with a deficit of $650. 

The work of the association is receiving 
the most gratifying commendation and sup- 
port from the press and from the leading 
business men of the country. 

The National Association of Credit-men is 



for better credit principles. I believe, has con- 
tributed in no small degree to the prosperity 
which prevails generally throughout our land 
at the present time. Confidence has been 
restored, the number of business failures has 
been materially diminished, and the credit- 
man and his customer bos been brought into 
closer and more friendly business relations 
than ever before. And this has been accom- 
plished without loss of dignity on the part of 
the association. No man can point to any 
action that has had for its inspiration the 
advancement of the personal interests of a 
single one of its officers, directors, or mem- 
bers. In this respect it seems to me that our 
association stands unrivaled. 

No mercantile agency, no collection agency, 
nor any set of men own us. We acknowledge 



a has attained a healthy and 
satisfactory growth during the past year, and 
considerable process has been made along 
the lines for which it was instituted. This 
advancement has commanded the attention 



" as wellBS the Gilvuler, " A Practi 
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GABELSBERGER-RICHTER SHORTHAND. 
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^^■^HERE are two most valuable posaes- 
^1. sions vbich no search warrant can 
^"^ get at, which no execntion can take 
away, and which no reverse o( fortune can 
destroy ; they are what a man puta into hia 
head, Knowledge ; and into liia hands, Skill ; 
and shorthand is a combination of both. 
Charles Reade, in "The Coming Man, " aajs: 
"I advise all parents to have their boys and 
girls taught shorthand writing and typewrit- 
ing. A stenographer who can typewrite his 
notes would be safer from poverty than a 
great Greek scholar," Young men and 
women with trained minds and skilled hands 
are always in demand. 

McKee's New Standard Shorthand is the 
best shorthand system ever devised, and is 
rapidly replacing the older systems in schools 
and colleges throughout the country. It is 
easy to tearn, easy to write and easy to read. 
It can be learned in half the time required for 
learning other systems, as it is entirely free 
from the cobwebs of superau'nnated systems, 
and the student learns everything from the 
beginning as it will be used in actual work. 

The publishers of the New Standard Short- 
hand works, several years ago, established the 
McKee's Home School of Shorthand which 
gives instruction by mail, by means of the 
New Standard Shorthand Mail Lessons, as 
thoroughly and complete as can be had by 
attending a shorthand school personally. 
The full Course contains twenty-five lessons 
especially prepared for home instruction by 
the author of the New Standard System. 
Four lessons are first mailed to the pupil, two 
of which he learns snd fills out according to 
directions and then returns to the teacher at 
the Home School for correction. After the 
lessons have been properly corrected by the 
teacher they are returned to the pupil with 
two more lessons. This process is continued 
until the pupil has completed the full Course 
and mastered the system. The student is 



permitted to ask questions on any points 
relative to the lessons and no restrictions are 
made as to time required to complete the 

» 
r^HART and circulars of New Standard 
^~' Shorthandand Mail Lesson Coarse, free. 
Trial Lesson, ten cents. Price of textbook, 
(1.60, postpaid. Student's Shorthand Vocab- 
ulary of 4000 words for outlining in short- 
hand, any system, postpaid, twenty-five cts. 
McKee Publishing Company, 662 EUicott 
Square, Buffalo, N. Y. 

« V * 

3lea 10 MeXee'B Stew Standard 
Shorthaad. 

EARN YOUR SALARY. 

SOME men seem to be in a state of contin- 
ual dread lest the services they render 
their employers exceed the salary paid them. 
They seem to lose sight of the fact that it ia 
only by having the services rendered, greater 
than the salary paid, that it is possible for 
their employers to keep them in their present 
position. They would not expect a man of 
business to sell his goods at cost. Unless a 
profit is realized upon the article sold, no 
man can long continue in business ; and what 
is true ot merchandise is equally true of ser- 
vices rendered. The employer buys the ser- 
vices of the employee in order that he may 
sell them again to his customers, and if be 
cannot make a profit on them it will only be 
a question of a very short time when he will 
dispense with such services, just as he ceases 
to carry in stock an article of merchandise 
upon which he finds it impossible to show a 
margin to his credit. When men on a salary 
learn that it is only by earning more than 
their salary that it is possible for their em- 
ployer to pay them, then we shall hear less — 
(To be continued.) 
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McKEE'S NEW STANDARD SHORTHAND. 

EARN YOUR SALARY. 
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•grN cooducling the Muasoa Department 
II I ahBll follow vet7 closely the prin- 
ciples laid down in Maoson'a "Art of 
Kionography." Each month there will be 
given a page of ahorthand carefully and ac- 
curately written, which will seiTc for practice 
in reading and writing. As space permits the 
principles of word-building and phrasiug end 
methods of acquiring speed will be discussed. 
I shall be pleased at any time to hear from 
Munson writers who have questions to ask or 
suggestions to make. All communications 
for this department should be addressed 
directly to me at Omaha, Nebtaska. 

A. C. Van Sant. 



Staekentie't Sstimate of Slapoleon. 

•T^HE influence which Napoleon exerted 
* upon the course of hnman affairs is 
without parallel in history. Never before bad 
any man inflicted upon his fellows miseries 
so appalling; never before did one man's 
hand scatter seeds destined to produce a 
harvest of political change so vast and so 
beneficent. Assuming, as he did, the control 
of a people who bad flung aside their govern- 
ment, it was a necessity of bis position, not 
merely to defer to democratic influences at 
home, but also, as opportunity offered, to 
extend their dominion among foreign states. 
It was be who roused Italy from her sleep of 
centuries, and led her towards that free and 
united national life which she at length en- 
joys. It was he who, by destroying the in- 
numerable petty states of Germany, inspired 
that dream of unity which it has required 
more than half a century to fulfill. He was 
the dreaded apostle of democracy. When 
Washington died. Napoleon invited his sold- 
iers to mourn the man who had fought for 



liberty and equality. It was his intention, 
had he effected a landing in England, to 
proclaim the sovereignty of the people. By 
the institutions which he created, by the 
doctrines which he was obliged to profess, 
by the very violences of which he was guilty, 
he communicated to the human mind an 
impulse which it can never lose. And even 
when be became utterly and shamelessly 
despotic — when he laid intolerable burdens 
upon the people, when he squandered their 
lives, when he trampled on the life of nations 
— even then his inflnence was favorable to 
popular rights. For the hatred which his 
despptism evoked, and the vast combination 
of forces which it rendered necessary, united 
the people, and taught them to know their 
own strength. For a time the kings who had 
conquered him were irresistible. But his 
careerhadcreated and strengthened impulses 
in presence of which kings are powerless. 
Napoleon, himself one of the most selfish and 
remorseless of despots, made the overthrow 
of despotism and the final triumph of liberal 
priuciples inevitable in all European couu- 

« 

The stenographer should make it bis 
daily study to advance in his profession. The 
more proficient he is the better will be his 
pay and the greater his influence. 



The only reliable measure of brevity of 
shorthand forms is the time required in writ- 
ing them. The idea that brevity of space is 
the measure of speed is a delusion. Great 
speed can be acquired only by using a style 
that allows free movement of mind and hand 
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SHORTHAND NOTES BY DAVID WOLFE BROWN. 
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Sditortal. 

nR. C. B. FRITH, of McComb City, 
Miss., encloses aubscription tor The 
STENOCBAFHBR saying : "lamfond 
of this magazine and would advise all young 
men, etc., to take it." 



f)RESIDEXT L. C. SMITH, baa again 
'J' shown his goodness of heart by giving 
the office girls of tbe Smith Premier 
Typewriter Company's establishment a de- 
lightful outing on his private yacht, tbe 
Venice, on tbe Lake at Syracuse to Three 
River Point and return. Dinner was served 
on deck, and everything was done to make 
the occasion a most pleasant one. Upon the 
return to the city, the guests were sent home 
in carriages, declaring Mr. Smith's reputation 
for popularity was justly deserved. 



3TEN0GRAPHERS of every degree, 
who are desirous of having corrected 
the evils that menace their incomes 
and professional standing, and who wish to 
see established means of fraternal intercourse, 
with the resulting all-around broad cultiva- 
tion, should strive to attend the meeting to 
be held in Chicago, August 23d, 3}d and 
34U1. for the purpose of forming a national 
association. About 800 representatives are 
expected from variona parts of the Union, 
among tbem KendrickC. Hill, E. V. Murphy, 
David Wolfe Brown, Fred Irland, Geo. R. 
Bishop, et al. All stenographers are invited. 
Particulars can be bad by addressing Chas. 
H. Rush, 606 Ashland Block, Chicago. Hotel 
headquarters, Willington Hotel, comer of 
Wabash Avenue and Jackson Boulevard. 
Railroad rates of one fare and one third have 
been secured if too attend. 



3)eaf, Sumb and Sillnd Cgpeioriter. 
fit ISS LENNIE HAGEWOOD, of Sioux 
1 L Falls, S. D., who is deaf, dumb and 
blind, was taught at the Iowa State 
Institution for the Blind, at Vinton, Iowa, 
among other things to use the typewriter. 

By a special act of the Iowa Legislature 
and through the efforts of Bernard Murphy, 
an Iowa newspaper man, a fund was raised 
to educate Miss Hagewood. The young lady 
who is now 19 years of age, has mastered the 
various alphabets used by the blind or the 
deaf or tbe dumb and has read most of the 
books printed in raised letters. During her 
recent visit to the East she called upon Mr. 
Lyman C. Smith, at Syracuse, N. Y.. the 
President of the Smith Premier Typewriter 
Company whose instrument she has learned 
to use and gave an illustration of her remark- 
able command of tbe machine. Shecan fallow 
the different musical instruments by the 
sense of touch and with her hand on tbe 
piano enjoys the playing of the instrument 
with as keen a delight as many who have ears 

BOOK-KSEPEK., Jr., necessarily omitted. 
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alone are worth many times the cost of the 
magazine. Thote who hope to visit the 
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3iow %7o Ueaeh Shorthand, 

By Miles Fuller, WaaUnsfton, D. C, Manager of ^ The Drillery. 




HAT two widely separated 
teachers of shorthand should 
have followed identically the 
same path into the unknown 
region of advanced methods, 
might seem strange to any 
one not familiar with the 
tendency of the day to cut down tlie schedule 
time for accomplishing practical results. 

In reading over Mr. Piatt's article in one of 
the back numbers of Thb Stenographer, 
I was struck with the similarity in his method 
and mine of presenting the principles, as well 
as his general treatment of the course of 
study. I agree with him emphatically, when 
he says, *' I presented to my pupils a few, 
broad formulations and required them to 
construct their shorthand forms upon them 
instead of compelling them to blindly 
memorize cut and dried outlines. Results 
demonstrated to my satisfaction that both 
teaching and learning are much simplified 
by treating pupils as thinkers rather than as 
parrots." This, in a nut-shell, is the " word- 
building method'' advocated by Mr. David 
Wolfe Brown in his ** Factors of Shorthand 
Speed," which should be in the hands of 
every student. 

The ready outline and *' the nimble finger/' 
as our friend Irland terms it, are two essen- 
tials for defying the rapid speaker ; when 
either is lacking there will be " no snapping 
one's finger at the foeman's taunts." The 
" word-building " ability must be cultivated 
to give the student that self-reliance which 



will enable him to *' tackle" the new and 
unfamiliar word with the expectation of 
getting a legible outline on paper quickly. 
This ability can only be cultivated by adopting 
Mr. Piatt's idea of following the several rules 
in the course of study and with this in view I 
give exercises illustrating fully and exhaus- 
tively each principle and distinguishing one 
conflicting principle from another, so that 
the student, when he has finished the study 
and the practice of the principles, possesses 
a vocabulary that might be considered sur- 
prising. Word-signs are avoided until the 
principles are all mastered and are taken up 
in sentences, such as appear in one of the 
former Stenographers ; but to keep the 
principles in mind, I give at the same time an 
article embracing the names of states, rivers, 
cities and mountains of the United States. 

High speed implies and presupposes the 
utmost familiarity with the outlines of all 
common words. Considering what a high 
ratio of our language consists of word-signs, 
they should be thoroughly mastered ; if this 
is supplemented with the ability of rapidly 
construc\ing any word depending on principle 
for its formation, there is not much left to 
embarass the student's hand movement. 
What remains consists of words of peculiar 
outlines, like, "steadfast," "rampant," 
'" threshold " and the like which should be 
introduced in the student's exercises as 
special drills. 

I differ slightly from Mr. Piatt in present- 
ing the direction of el and lay. The direction 
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HOULD the reader inspect 
tbe office of the clerk of a 

court of record!') he would 
find many papers, the 
names of which are dally 
heard and written by ste- 
nograpbera in court room 
and law office, and with which the practicing 
law reporter ought to be fatiiiliar. For in- 
stance, he would see, classified under their 
proper titles, sunimonses and complaints, 
notices of appearance, answers, replies, de- 
murrers, calendars, notes of issue, notices of 
trial, jury lists, testimony, judgments, judg- 
ment rolls, bills of costs, orders, decrees, 
affidavits, notices of motion, petitions, execu- 
tions, sheriff's returns, sberilf's certificatea, 
depositions, reports of referees and other 
officers, uadertalfings, notices of sale, writs 
of replevin, warrants of attachment, bonds, 
Us pendens, notices of numerous kinds and 
a multitude of other documents which do not 
now occur to the writer. The foregoing relate 
almost exclusively to civil cases ; some, bow- 
ever, are connected with both criminal and 
civil litigation. Concerning criminal cases, 
the visitor's attention would be drawn to in- 
dictments ; demurrers to, and motions to 
quash, indictments ; pleas of various kinds 
— in abatement, etc. ; records of, and cer- 
tificates of, conviction ; affidavits of indigent 
witnesses ; subpccnas, warrants, etc., etc. 

Continuing his investigatiou into the sur- 
rogate's, or probate judge's, office, he would 
be rewarded with the discovery of a different 
class of papers, vii : wills, codicils, pctilions, 
citations, certificates of probate, letters of 
administration, letters testamentary, ac- 



I, releases of dower, objections, renun- 



sorts, orders and decrees, receipts, vouchers, 
discharges, minutes of testimony, reports of 
maiij kinds, waivers, undertakings, inventor- 
ies, etc., etc. 

In the office of the clerk, or registrar, of 
the county he would find recorded, deeds, 
mortgages, wills, leases, and releases, bonds, 
(of public officials and others), lis pendens, 
general assignments, assignments of mort- 
gages and judgments, etc., etc. He would 
also find docketed in these offices judgments, 
decrees, mechanics' liens, etc., etc. 

In almost all counties outside of the larger 
cities the office of clerk or registrar of the 
county, and clerk of the courts of record 
within the county, are identical, but one per- 
son being elected to dischai^ the duties of 
the two offices. In the State of New York 
tbe county clerk, as this officer is popularly 
designated, discharges the duties of clerk of 
the county, and clerk of the county court of 
his county and of the supreme court of the 
State of New York in and for tbat county. 

The documents and instruments which are 
recorded (that is, transcribed into books per* 
manently) are spoken of as the " records," 
and are said to be "recorded," while those 
which are <iimply filed, and not thus copied, 
are referred to as the "files." Thus, the 
clerk may certify that he has "examined the 
files and records "of his office for a particular 
purpose. 

In contemplation of the law, a paper left 
with the clerk for record, is recorded as soon 
as received and accepted by that official for 
record, notwillistanding, as is the case in 
some clerk's offices, the paper may not be 
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actually copied or transcribed into the record 
books for months thereafter. 

Another striking difference between filing 
and recording is, that, in the former case, 
the instrument is deposited with the clerk to 
remain in the office, while in the latter, the 
document (unless the law requires it to be 
both filed and recorded) is to be returned to 
its owner as soon' as it has been recorded, i. e. , 
copied into the record book. 

The term "recorded" is, technically, 
limited to documents which are required 
to be put on record for the purpose of giving 
notice (technically, constructive notice) to 
the world that a party is either the owner of, 
or has a Hen upon, real estate. So that, this 
term is properly used in reference to deeds, 
mortgages, releases, discharges and assign- 
ments of the latter and of judgments, and 
instruments of that description. 

** Entered" is the proper word to use in 
reference to orders, decrees, judgments and 
papers of that sort. For instance, a lawyer 
will say : **I entered up judgment in your 
case," or "The decree (or order) has been 
entered." Sometimes, in fact generally, the 
notation made by the clerk upon papers re- 
quired to be entered is ** Filed and entered." 

These hints ought to aid any one who 
desires to further pursue the subject to carry 
it forward to a profitable ending. 



nR. WALTER B. DYER, of 109 West 
Market St., Pottsville, Pa., an enthu- 
siastic supporter of Thb Stenographer, 
who, besides being a practicing stenographer 
and notary public, is a commissioner duly 
appointed to take depositions, etc., will please 
accept my thanks for news items recently 
received. 

T REGRET that I was unable to accept an 
invitation to be present at the second 
annual convention of The International 
Association of Stenographers, which was 
held at Erie, Pa., last month. Papers relat- 
ing to the theory and practice of the short- 
hand art were read and the subjects thereof 
discussed by those present. W. Philip Stein- 
haeuser, of Allen town, Pa., is president and 
A. W. Pye, of Brunswich, Ga., is /[general sec- 
retary of this association. 



T AM informed that Mr. Joyner. sLenogra- 
pher with Tiie Ailantic & Danville Rail- 
road Co., at Norfolk, Va., was so ill in July as 
to be prevented for some time from attend* 
ing to business. In a letter to the writer^ 
Mr. J. says : ''I take great interest in the 
advice given in court work in each number 
of The Stenographer, and am always 
glad when my magazine reaches me." 



ATR. CHARLES H. WHITE. Syracuse, N. 
Y., stenographer and literary man, 
will please accept my thanks for clippings of 
two articles from his pen, recently published 
in The Banner of Lights entitled "On 
Eternity's Edge" and "His Master, The 
Mountain." Mr. White wields a facile pen 
upon subjects ranging from the comic to the 
serious. The above mentioned articles belong 
to the latter class. 



A/f ARTIN T. MOORE, of Pottsville, Pa., 
formerly the official stenographer of 
the Orphans' Court of Schuylkill County has 
severed his official connection with that 
court, after three years active service, having; 
for twelve years previously been assistant 
stenographer to the Court of Common Pleas 
of the same county. Mr. Moore is an expert 
Isaac Pitman writer. He has demonstrated 
his ability as a first-class court reporter to the 
satisfaction of the entire bar of Schuylkill 
County. I am not informed as to Mr. M's 
future field of activity. 



AyfR. S. ROLAND HALL, formerly a law 
and general reporter at Heathsville> 
Va., has "pulled up stakes" and is now 
pleasantly and profitably located in New York 
City, as secretary and office manager to Mr. 
M. Lee Starke, foreign advertising manager of 
several prominent American daily news- 
papers. Mr. Hall is not only impressed with 
the metropolis as the place for an energetic, 
capable young man, but is so thoroughly 
imbued with the magnitude and opportunities 
of his new business, that he has promised to 
find time to prepare a .short article on the 
prospects of young men engaged as secretar- 
ies.in that and kindred businesses. Mr. HalPs 
present home nddress is 574 Pacific Street, 
Brook) \ II. N. V. 
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T AM always pleased to receive ilems for 
puhlication concerning atenograpbeis in 
all deparlnients. Court reporters, law ste- 
nographers, general shorthand reporters, 
amanuenses and students are virged to write 
up briefly and pointedly anything peculiar, 
interesting or instructive relating lo the art 
and practice of shorthand coming to their 
notice and send it to me. Matters and things 
wUich may not seem of importance, when 
thus published may prove of great value to 
some struggling steciographer in this or even 
another bennsphere. Don't hide your light 
under a bushel. 



TITR. M. H. MOVER, of New Britain, 
Conn.. odScial stenographer of the 
Court of Common Fleas, was employed to 
report the trial of Reinhold Schell which 
begun on August i6tb at New Britain. 



V|R. FRANCIS W. DUNN, of Pottsrille, 
Fa., has been appointed the official ste- 
nogtaplier of the Orphans' Court of Schuyl- 
kill County at an annual salary of {i300, 
payable monthly. The new appointee is a 
son of the judge of the court to which he 
has been appointed. 



"Icould not keep house without a HAMMOND Typewriter. 

Mrs. C. a. UTLEY, 
SVRACUSF, Neb., May ist, iSgg. <Age 73 years.) 



/"^OL'RT stenographer Crawford, of Toronto, 
^-' Can., recently filed transcript of testi- 
mony reported by hitn in the Ponton case, 
comprising 1 150 pages, or 350,000 words. He 
was also required to, nnd did, furnish tran- 
scripts lo llie Ontario Government. 



'npHE vacation period t 



low closed, all 
vity is upon u 



occur, and a general " squar- 
ing" up for the coming Pall and Winter 
business wilt begin. Students, too, will return 
to their studies, some of whom are to become 
future leaders in congressional, law and other 
reporting departments. Thk Stknogra- 
PHBR extends the right hand of fellowship 
to all, and trusts that all may be richly re- 
warded, in whatever department of eSort 
their labors may be exerted. 

H. W. Thorne. 
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11 the c 



mportant lea 



Generally, peril aps, 

too much is attempted 
in the first lessoii. The 
student fails to accom- 
plish the task assigned. 
Hisideasarenotclearly 
defined ; he gets the impression that short- 
hand is a very dry and a very dillicalt itudy, 
and his ardor ia soon cooled. 

Let it be understood that the mastery of 
shorthand requires work, but that it need not 
be drudgery. Shorthand is fasciiiatiiip, but 
the student who does not become fascinated 
the first week should not be disappointed. 

Moke the first lessons as interesting as 
possible. Enthusiasm is an important factor 
m our product. There'a a lesson for us in 
the success of the new method of teaching 
book k eeping and of a certain elaborate method 
of teaching primary reading. 

These new methods teach not a whit more 
than could be learned bj' the old methods. 
But they interest the pupil. They keep him 
stirred up. They give him confidence in his 
own powers. They make him feel that he is 
accomplishing something definite. 

Progressive teachers of Greek no lociKer 
require their pupils to learn the alphabet be- 
fore beginning practical work. The first word 
in the first lesson of a well known text-book 
for beginners is Dareiou. Below the Greek 
is given the English equivalent. Experience 
shows that the student learns the alphabet 
without giving it any special attention. Why 
should not the shorthand alphabet be learned 
in the same way ? Try it. 

We do not ask the student of typewriting 
to learn the location of all the letters before 
proceeding to write words. The alphabet is 
more easily learned in combinations. It is so 
in shorthand. 

Learning the word-signs in series of three 
undoubtedly facilitates the memorizing of 
them, as hats, but we don't write them in 
series. Every teacher must know from his 
own experience that many of them can be 
recalled readily only as they were learned — 
in series. Which of us can say that there is 
not a single word-sign which he cannot recall 



instantly without thinking of one <. 
others? The moral is. use the sen 
containing the word-signs as a means of 
learning the latter. It is doubtful whether 
rote learning be not always harmful. 



Do you find any difficulty in teaching any 
part of the course ? 

« » V 

3iow Uo Ueaek Shorthand. 

(Continued from folio 203.) 
of this stroke depends so little upon the 
vowel that I teach it as written upwant unless 
a downward stroke is necessary to preserve 
the same circular motion of the hand ; when 
this is thoroughly mastered, 1 call attention 
to the wB^ in which the presence or absence 
of an initial or final vowel may in some cases 
be indicated by the direction of the stroke. 
This method, however, merely follows Mr. 
Piatt's idea of seeking to present broad 

f general principles first, thus making a more 
asting impression. 

My method of development of the student's 
shorthand knowledge is to take one simple 
principle at a time and develop that fully 
before taking up related pnnciples. I 
strongly opposetJcing up two opposing prin- 
ciples at the same time, and for this reason I 
defer the r-hook until the 1 hook is mastered 
and used, so with the n hook, till the f and v 
hook is mastered. 

The greatest obstacle I found in following 
this method was the lack of entertaining 
articles so selected and prepared as to enable 
the student to utilize the knowledge acquired 
and yet use no outlines which he would after- 
ward have to change, 
(his goal ; I take the pi 
occur in the ordinary cc 
including the 



I have at last reached 
~ iciples about as they 
"se; naniely. strokes, 
ind ray and vowels ; 



circle on single strokes ; 
strokes ; intermediate circle and stroke ea ; 
large circle and loops ; r and my governed by 
vowels, and so on, to the end oE the chapter. 
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STRONG anicle which we 
recently read, relative to 
the betterment of the in- 
dustrial coodition of wom- 
en, contained this striking 
paragraph, which we shall 

" We want a new story ; we want to hear 
about the girl who entered the office aa a clerk 
and worked step by step into e partnership 
with her employer, — rather than marrying 
him." 

Advice on this very important subject of 
striking out for one's self is very frequently 
asked, and invariably our answer takes the 
afGnnative form ; as a very successful busi- 
ness woman said lately : "If more women 
would go into business for themselves, no 
matter what, — anything they are adapted to, 
— they would find they could win for them- 
selves a happy, independent and healthful 
life." 

Now, young men look upon stenography as 
a stepping stone, and why should not young 
women ? We recall scores of young women 
who entered an office as a stenofirapher and 
used it as a training school ; there they 
learned all they could about business forms, 
banking, and what not, kept an eye to the 
main chance, and having exhausted all the 
possibilities and saved a little money to use 
as capital, embarked for themselves, — here, 
and there, though, gaining recognition in (he 
very office in which they started, by obtain- 
ing a share in it through partnership. One 
woman, we recollect, went into the type- 
writer supply business ; another into public 
stenographic work ; yet another became a 
public accountant ; another bought out an 
'uterest in a store,— and so on down the line. 



•n lias ever regretted 
19 con f esBcd to us that 
e the temptation ever 



Not one of these wot 
the step, and not one 
she would go back, w 
so strong. 

But— and there is always that word, — one 
must have, first, experience ; then faith in 
her own capability, and, next, and so import- 
ant, no fear about starting " something 
new : " it is the newness of the thing that 
prevents the step much more than the diffi- 
culties to he overcome. 

We can only generalize on this subject, as 
each case has its own peculiar features and 
must be considered upon its own merits. We 
women have been out in the world long 
enough to realize that unless we are inde- 
pendent, we have not an equal chance with 
men ; they have generations back of tbetn ia 
the business world,— while we are virtually 
pioneers, " blazing a pathway in the wilder- 
ness." Like them, we must in time make 
way for the recruits, and should follow the 
example set for us by branching out ; it 
should not be " Once a stenographer always- 
one ; " progress is in the air and should in- 



fect n 






There is risk, you say ! granted, but " noth- 
ing venture, nothing won," and we claim 
that if a woman have the true business in- 
stinct and see a good opening, towards which 
she has a leaning, the element of risk is 
reduced to a minimum. If any reader is 
halting "with reluctant feet" before any 
good opportunity, she should without delay 
consult the best business man or woman she 
knows and act upon tlie advice given. 

The next best thing to being in a firm or in 
business for one's self is to lake such an in- 
terest in the affairs of our employer as lo 
that we are a part* 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



209 



ner, — even though a " sileut *' one ; this atti- 
tude is not without its reward in the majority 
of instances. We know that when one works 
for a large corporation or a *' soulless " trust, 
it is useless to speak of ever becoming one of 
the magnates ; but the greater number of 
those we address are employed by the smaller 
houses, in which assuming an interest some 
day is not beyond the bounds of possibility ; 
and to such the prospect must be pleasing 
and the incentive to earnest, unremitting 
effort keen. 

We are interested to learn how many of 
our readers are in business for themselves ; 
we will form a roll of honor for such ; who 
will be the first to send in her name and the 
nature of her work ? Let us all look forward 
to owning part or entire control of a business 
some day, and though all of us may not 
achieve it, we shall be the happier and more 
contented for the effort and the expectation. 



Uhat " Smaneipated " Woman I 



i« 



npHE great mistake that has been made 
■ all along has been to treat women 
who sought or were driven into other than 
the usual fields of occupation as hybrid 
beings. Undoubtedly, the so-called * new * 
or ' emancipated * woman is objectionable in 
the extreme, but perhaps, she might have 
been less ' new ' and anxious for that freedom 
which can never be hers, since true obedience 
is the only key to freedom, had she not been 
persistently assured that she had divested 
herself of every shred of womanliness by 
seeking to improve herself and to find em- 
ployment outside the house." — Selected. 



Jlssociation Corner, 

TpHE California State Stenographers' Asso- 
* ciation, an auxiliary to the National 
Association of Shorthand Reporters, was 
recently organized in San Francisco. It is 
composed of men and women, and, judging 
from the preliminary report we have received 
from our California correspondent, it is 
destined to be of benefit to every member. 
We second her sentiment : " That the Asso- 
ciation may soon take definite form and 
rapidly gain strength in numbers, is a con- 
summation devoutly to be wished by all 
shorthand reporters who claim to be at all 



broad minded and progressive, and who are 
unselfish enough to put heart and energy 
into a movement that is designed to be of 
advantage to every earnest and conscientious 
man and woman in the ranks." 



Slotes, S^eraonal and Otherwise, 

m 

I T has been pointed out many times that 
the art of writing shorthand is one of the 
best stimulants to intellectual growth and 
progress, for to pursue the study and the 
practice of the art afterwards means educa- 
tion in its practical sense. 

Miss Helen G. Sargent has resigned her 
position as book-keeper and cashier for 
Messrs. J. D. Moorehouse & Co. and will 
enter the employ of Messrs. T. S. Ruddock 
& Sons of Haverhill, Mass. , as a stenogra- 
pher. 

The statement in one of the *' yellow 
dreadfuls " about ** the poor little clerks and 
stenog^phers and their ten cent luncheons 
of butter-cakes and coffee, or peach pie and 
a glass of milk," has drawn from one of the 
profession the following spirited protest : 
*' There are only too many persons with a 
false idea of the business woman, especially 
of the stenographer, who is a much maligned 
and misunderstood person, chiefly as a result 
of the jokes in the comic papers. Patient 
and long-suffering though we are, we protest 
vigorously against ignorant newspaper writ- 
ers given the impression that we are a pov- 
erty stricken and half starved set of women. 
I will admit that a good many of us have seen 
better days, but we have not quite reached 
the starvation level ! " 

'*The tendency of the times is such that 
woman is more and more absorbing the pro- 
fession of secretary. Her superior sense of 
order, her superior tact — ability, her superior 
ability at details, all equip her to excel man 
in the struggle for positions where these 
qualifications are paramount." 

** One of the new occupations for stenog- 
raphers is keeping the accounts, attending to 
the correspondence and doing the clerical 
work of women who, from the press of social, 
or domestic, or philanthropic work, have not 
the time to do all themselves." 

In October we will discuss a special phase 
of women as now employed. 

Ida E. Turner. 
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Sdilorial. 

THE Hammond Typewriter Company in- 
forms us tbet the Australian Govern- 
ment has decided in favor of the Hammond 
typewriter for making out its official reports, 
and has sent an initial order for iifty machines 
for use iu its Admiralty offices. The Com- 
pany says it has been compelled to provide 
for doubling its output by the erection of a 
new building on 69th St.. New York city. 



So Siear and *i 



I So ^r. 



nJSS EMMA TOBTN, a Philadelphia ste- 
nographer, is said to have realized 
the truth of the old saying "Cast 
thy bread upon the waters, etc." Some three 
years ago, she conferred some stenographic 
favors upon a gentleman from Berlin, who 



was passing through Philadelphia on bb way 
to California, and it is now stated that she 
recently received a letter from the gentleman 
asking her to forward her correct address so 
that he could reward her, as stated, in the 
amount of fjS.ooo. Miss Tobin was so sur- 
prised and, at the same time, annoyed by the , 
raillery of her companions that she destroyed 
tbe letter, and now upon reflection, thinks 
that possibly she has made a mistake. 

If Mr. John Schmidt, of Berlin, which was 
the gentleman's name, should aee this para- 
graph and will write again to Miss Tobin she 
will be glad to accept his offer of $35,000. 



Oar 'Women » SSeparlmtnt. 

lilE feel particularly proud of our Women's 
^ Department. Tbe articles which ap- 
pear iu it from month to month, from the 
able pen of its editor. Miss Turner, compare 
favorably with the very best we can read 
anywhere. 

There is nothing like our Women's Depart- 
ment to be found in any of the Other short- 
hand journals. 



Our £010 Sttporlittg Sltparlmenl. 
'npHE editor of the Department of Law 
Reporting and Legal Miscellany is an 
exceedingly modest gentleman, notwith- 
standing his numerous acquirements, and he 
has positively forbidden us to speak of him 
in any complimentary manner. We, there- 
fore, shall not do more than ask our readeia, 
especially those who are ambitious of becom- 
ing expert Law Reporters some day, to care- 
fully study the matter which has appeared 
for many years past in the department under 
the charge of Mr, Thorne. The advice 
which he has given therein, if faithfully fol- 
lowed, will lead to the verj' top of the pro- 
fession. 
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Ohe Stenographet'Siookkeeper, 

TT is very frequently the case that an expert 
stenographer fails to secure a very desir- 
able situation, simply through inability to do 
anything in the way of bookkeeping. While 
it is not always the case that an expert ste- 
nographer and an expert bookkeeper are 
necessarily required in the same person, yet, 
occasionally, a knowledge of both is of 
exceeding great value. We strongly urge 
every stenographer to master the general 
principles of bookkeeping. 

Send us in your name for a year's subscrip- 
tion to The Bookkeeper and see how much it 
will help you. 

Shorthand at Siome, 

TT7E have very often spoken of the pos$i- 
bility of mastering shorthand at home. 
Some of the brightest stenographers of our 
acquaintance have acquired their expertness 
by home study and home practice. If you 
are not situated so that you can attend a first- 
class school, you should subscribe for The 
Stknographer, order a text-book especially 
adapted to home study, and then persevere 
until you have mastered the matter. For 
those who are subscribers, we are willing to 
devote as much time as we can spare to the 
revision of their shorthand exercises at a 
nominal charge. 

All young people should acquire a knowl- 
edge of shorthand writing, even though they 
may never expect to use it in a professional 
way. 

dhe "3)anger8 and Uncertainties " of the 
Srakam Sftem. 

ON page 146 of the August number of The 
Phonographic Magazine^ the editor, in 
replying to a correspondent who asks 
what objections can be offered to the use of 
the coalescent you in the position of dot-ing 
to indicate ing-you, replies that it is hardly 
safe because of the possibility that in rapid 



writing the you might be made a little: too 

rounded and so clash with the s-circle, and 

thus it would not be clear whether the writer 

meant "sending you" or "sending his'*; 

"making you," or "making his," etc., he 

adds : " It is well to move slowly in adopting 
these minor refinements of abbreviation. 
While they may be useful in the hands of 
some, they are undoubtedly risky in the 
hands of most." Now comes the expression 

to which we object. " It is the over-abund- 
ance of just this sort of material in the 
Graham system which makes it so dangerous 
and uncertain." 

It seems to us that it would have been in 
much better taste to have omitted this sen- 
tence. Surely, if the editor really thinks the 
use referred to "is dangerous and uncer- 
tain," it was sufficient to say so, and it was 
unnecessary to remark that some other sys- 
tem — and that a prominent rival system, the 
system which probably numbers some of the 
best reporters in the world among its follow- 
ers — was " dangerous and uncertain." 

We have the very kindest regard for the 
editor of The Phonographic Magazine, and 
therefore we trust he will refrain from such 
unkind expressions in the future. 



nR. BATES TORREY writes us, *^ I have 
just secured the New England Agency 
^^ of the * Williams Typewriter,' and 
this week have opened up an office 
and salesroom at 93 Kilby St., Boston, Mass." 

We expect Mr. Torrey will meet with suc- 
cess as he is one of the most enterprising of 
gentlemen in whatever he undertakes. 



Mr. O. E. p. 

Dear Sir : — Answering your letter, I beg 

to say that I consider first-class 

in every particular. 

The Department has been temporarily 

omitted, but will soon re-appear in The Ste- 
nographer. I do not think twenty-nine too 
old for one with a good college education to 
expect to master shorthand or even become 
an expert reporter. 

If you will send on 25 cents I will have for- 
warded to you some back numbers of The 
Stenographer, in which Mr. Thorne gives 
special advice in regard to the matter of 
speed and other matters of value to students 
situated as you are. 

Very truly yours, 

Editor. 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



*|rN the last issue of Tkf Western Pen- 
II man (Cedar Rapids, U.) we find the 
II following ; "The firm of Isaac Pit- 
man & Sons stands for solidity in 
eveiy respect, and the books they publish 
make a fair sized shorthand library. Isaac 
Pitman shorthand is being largely adopted 
and used by good schools, and is meeting 
with a measure of success that can only be 
reached through genuine merit." 

:* I 

" NTO ""s." "•"'"■^s the Journalof Ednca- 
-'-'l tion (Boston), " in either hemisphere 
has begun to do so much toward 
making shorthand a scholarly subject by 
giving It scientiHc treatment as Isaac Pitman 
& Sons. When the Pitnians began publish. 
ing popular stories in shorthand they not 
onlj- tempted all lovers of the art to make 
their shorthand a culture study as it were, 
but they offer a new inducement for all stu. 
dents to master the study. There are in- 
numemble systems of shorthand, but there is 
only one Isaac Pitman, and his system alone 
will unlock the treasures of Charles Dickens 
in this fonn." 



THE proprietor of Sprouses' Commercial 
College. Fresno, Cal,, writes: "We are 
more than glad that we changed to the 
Isaac Pitman system. Business men are now 
learning that Isaac Pitmen stenographers 
can read their nates, and students thoroughly 
enjoy reading the immerous books published 



READHRS of Pitman's Shorthand Weekly 
will lie interested in learning that Rider 
Haggard's " She " will be the next ser- 
'al story produced in the Isaac Pitman short- 
hand iu that periodical. 



MR. WALTER C. GALBRAITH, a well- 
known law and general stenographer 
has been appointed the Official Court 
Reporter of Columbus. Ind. He is pu expon- 



3Cey to Saaac Silman Shonograpky. 

ygVR JUSTICE NORTH.— Supposing such 
1 MJ a case as I have put to you, the death 
of some very eminent foreign Prime 
Minister, the news arrives at the Times from 
obviously a correspondent of intelligence, 
education, and enperience, which expresses 
very felicitously the death of the Minister 
and also the great loss the country and 
Europe have sustained from it. Assuming it 
was sent by a person under such circum- 
stances would it have copyright? 

Mr CozBNS-HARDY—Oh, yes, there is 
copyright in that, and no one can publish it. 
It IS a different thing from publishing the 
mere tact. They may properly publish a 
fact, but they have not the right to publish a 
narrative in the form in which our skilled 
paid correspondent has detailed the event for 
the Times, 

Mr Justice North.— Then does it come to 
this, that they would be at liberty to re-stale 
the hare facts found in the telegram, but not 
to adopt the happy mode of expression in 
which they are conveyed f 

Mr Cozens- Hardy. —That may be. 

Mr Justice North— It comes to this— they 
could not copy the telegram, but they could 
state for themselves the facts stated in the 
telegram ? 

Mr CozENS-HARnv.— That is what 1 read 
from I^rd Kldon's judgment in " Wilkiiis ;■- 
Aikin"— "The question upon Ihe whole, is 
whether this is a legitimate use of the plain- 
tiff's publication in the fair exercise of a 
mental operation deserving the character of 
an original work." That is a pass^e w hich 
has been quoted more than once with ap- 
proval-it was quoted by I.,ord Cotlenhain 
with approval— as being the truest test which 
conld he arrived at. The defendants may 
make use of a passage or pa.ssages in a prior 
work so long as they apply that which the 
Court can regard as real, intellectual, legit- 
imale. honest labor, hut they must not copv. 

Mr Justice North.— I do' not underslaiid 
how you apply that to (lie question I put. 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 



BRIEF REPORTING NOTl{?. 
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Schools and others, desiring the scrvicrs of rxperienccd 
shorthand teachers, will please apply lo 'I>.'ichcr>' Bureau 
Department, Isaac Pitman is: Sons, 33 I'nion Square, New 
York. 
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Canada. 

ed fmm Augusi Numbc 



2>l»lribBtioa of S'oioera. 



These 



/^h^HE pHrliament of Canada, above <le- 

£1, scribed, is by the act of 

^^ invested with eitclusivi 
authority over twenty-eight cla 
jecls, therein expressly slated, 
elude the raising of money by 
loan, the census, fisheries, curreu 
age. weights and measures, bankruptcy and 
insolvency, patents, copyright, Indian tribes, 
public debt and property, regulation of trade 
and commerce, postal service, militia and 
defense, navigation and shipping, marriage 
and divorce, criminal law, etc. The act also 
enumerates sixteen classes of subjects, more 
or less of a local nature, with whicb the 
legislatures of the various provinces may ex- 
clusively deal — for example, taxation for pro- 
vincial purposes, management of lauds of the 
provinces, prisons, hospitals, asylums, li- 
censes, municipal institutions, etc. Again 
there are certain matters which the dominion 
and local governments may deal with in 
common, among which are public liealth, 
agriculture and immigration. Finally, the 
federal government has control over all mat- 
ters which are not by the act esclusively 
assigned to the legislatures of the province. 
This is remarkably dilferent from tbe distri- 
bution of powers in the United States, where 
all powers not delegated by the constitution 
to the federal government, nor prohibited by 
it to the states, are reserved to the states, 
respectively, or to the people. 

2. 5*roolneial Sooernmeut. 
'TpHE governments of the seven provinces 
e closely modeled after that of Ihefed- 



o the 



of the 



eral government : 

executive and legislature, the practii 
sponsible government and the rules and pro- 
cedure of parliament. All the provinces 
have the power to amend their constitutions 
except as regards the office of lieutenant- 
governor. The uiachinerv of the systent of 
local self government which obtains in the 
provinces is as follows : 

I. A lientenant-BOvemor appointed by the 
governor-general in council, holding office 
during pleasure, but not removable within 



five years from appointment, except for suf- 
ficient assigned causes. He is therefore an 
officer of the dominion, as well as the head 
of the provincial executive. He appoints his 
executive council and is guided by their 
advice so long as they retain the confidence 
of the local legislature. The lieutenant- 
governors have the power to "reserve" also 
to " veto " a bill when it comes before them. 
Their salaries paid by the dominion, vary 
from f7,ooo to Jco.ooo. 

2. An executive or advisory council is re- 
sponsible to the legislature, which council 
varies in the number of its ineinbere in the 
several provinces, Ontario and (Quebec hav- 
ing eight each ; Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick seven each ; Manitoba and British 
Columbia five each, and Prince Edward Is- 
land six. The council is headed by a premier 
and performs the same functions in regard to 
provincial matters as does the federal cabinet 
m regard to dominion affairs. 

3. A legislature, in all cases consisting of 
an electivehouse with the addition, in Quebec 
and Nova Scotia only, of an upper cliamber 
appointed by the crown. The legislatures 
have a duration of four years (Quebec five 
unless sooner dissolved by the lieutenant- 
governor). They are governed by the con- 
stitutional principles which obtain in the 
general government at Ottawa. 

3. Serritorial Souerameal. 
'T^HE Northwest territories— Alberta, Atha- 
basca, Saskatchewan and Assiniboia — 
were at first under the administration of the 
lieutenant-governor of Manitoba. lu l3S8 
they were given a lieutenant-governor and 
an elective assembly. In \Scfi the federal 
parliament provided for the adoption of 
responsible government. They have now all 
the poweis of provinces, except that they 
cannot raise money by loan. 

The Yukon district is governed by a com- 
mission appointed by the dominion govern- 
ment and directly under its control. The 
uiiorganiied districts of Keewatin and La- 
brador ate also under the immediate direc- 
tion of the federal government. 

J. Roy Perry. 

University of Trronto. 
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BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 
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Correaponding Style. 

Gkntlemek : — We beg to acquaint you 
that, in consequence of the lamented death 
of our late respected friend and partner, Mr. 
James Harris, an alteration will lake place in 
our firm, from and after the first April next. 
Our means, however, will undergo no 
diminution, and our desire to continue our 
business on the same footing as heretofore, 
remains unchanged. 

We shall, ill due time, make you acquainted 
with our proposed arrangements; and in the 
interim, we entreat that no interruption may 
be given to a correspondence which we have 
cultivated lor so many years, and which we 
shall ever highly priie. 

Believe us to be most siiicerely, 

Yours faithfully. 

* 

Gentlemen :— It is with deep regret that 

we have to announce the demise of our 

respected partner, Mr. Henry Marlowe, on 

the 8th inst. 

We, however, have at the same time, the 
consolation of stating that this melancholy 
event will occasion no alteration in our firm, 
or diminution of our capital. The business 
of the house will be conducted as heretofore, 
. and, wetnist. with etjuai satisfaction to our 
friends, notwithstanding the severe loss we 
have sustained. 

Soliciting a continuance of your valued 
correspondence, and of the confidence which 
we have hitherto enjoyed, 

Your obedient servants. 
* ** 
Reporting Style. 

Extract from speech madg by Mr. Elihii 
Root on ociasioK of the Uttvciliag of the 
Arthur Stalue ill Xew York June 13th, tUgg. 

* * • " Surely no more lonely and pathetic 
figure was ever seen assuming the powers of 
Government. He had no people behind him, 
for Garfield, not he. was the people's choice; 
he llad noparty behind him, for the dominant 
taction of his party hatetl his name, were 
enraged by bis advanct-nient, and distrusted 
his motives. He had ni t even !iis own faction 
behind him, for he already knew that the 
just discharge of his duties would iiot accord 
vrith the ardent desires of their partisanship 
and that disappoiutinent and estrangement 
lay before hi|u there. 



" He was alone. He was bowed down by 
the weight of fearful responsibility and 
crushed to the earth by the feeling, exag- 
gerated but not unfounded, that he took up 
his heavy burden surrounded by dislike, 
suspicion, distriLst, and condemnation as an 
enemy of the martyred Garfield and the 
beneficiary of liis murder. Deep and settled 
melancholy possessed him ; almost despair 
overwhelmed him. He went to powerwalk- 
ingthrough the valley of the shadow of death, 
and ascended the steps of a throne as one 
who is accused goes to bis trial. 

"Then came the revelation to the people 
of America that our ever fortunate Republic 
had again found the man for the hour. His 
actions were informed and guided by absolute 
self-devotion to the loftiest conceptions of 
his great office. The solid substance of 
character inherited from his Scotch ancestry 
and his Vermont birthplace and developed 
by the typical American training of the poor 
clergyman's son carving out his own fortune 
without anj- resources except those which 
rested within himself made him master of 
himself and dependent only upon the dictates 
of his own judgment and his own conscience. 
His skill as a politician In the best sense, and 
his experience as an administrator made him 
ajudgeof menand their motives, and enabled 
htm to shun the pitfalls which encompass 
the feet of an unwary Executive. His in- 
stinctive sympathy and chivalric regard for 
the memory and the purposes of the lamented 
Garfield disarmed resentment. The dignified 
courtesy of his manners and the considerate 
sincerity of his speech conciliated the friend- 
ship even of his enemies. The extremists 
of his own party factioit found that their de- 
mands for the fruits of revolution were ad- 
dressed to one no longera leader of a faction, 
but the President of the whole people, con- 
scions of alibis obligations and determined to 
execute the people's will. 

" The strain of that terrible ordeal and the 
concentrated and unremitting effort of those 
burdened years exhausted the vital forces of 
his frame and brought him to the grave in 
the nieriilian of his days. He gave his hfe 
to his country as truly as one who dies from 
wounds or disease in war. * * * 
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Stke Steguiremeiilt of ^usinesa SK^n. 

^M^HE business man who employ's a ste- 
4.1^ DOgrapher does not as a rule, expect 
^"^ to do much teaching — nor much 
waiting. He naturally prefers to have his 
transcribed work returned to him promptly 
and in perfect shape — the words properly 
spelled, capitals aud punctuation marks in 
their proper places, the sentences grammatic- 
ally constructed and the entire letter in cor- 
rect form. And this every stenographer who 
expects to achieve success in his chosen pro- 
fession should be able to do. Those who are 
fitting themselves for a stenographic career 
should keep the above requirements in mind 
and should qualify themselves so as to be 
able to fulfill them. Many students fail to 
come up to the required standard, either be- 
cause they are not aware of the necessary 
requisites, or, if they are aware, think it does 
not matter if they do not get out their tran- 
script in "just the proper shape." Others, 
through a desire to attain great speed, sacri- 
fice that which is the most essential, accuracy. 
The student who has kept the practical 
object of shorthand in view, the ability to 
neatly, accurately and rapidly transcribe his 
notes upon the typewriter, although he may 
be slow in taking dictation, will have the 
inner track over the speedy note taker but 
inaccurate transcriber when it comes to prac- 
tical work. As the business man looks at 
results, — the spelling, punctuation, arxange- 
menl, correct transcriptions, etc.. etc.. — the 
former will be selected and the latter will be 
—dismissed. Therefore we would urge upon 
all, thoroughly prepare yourself before ac- 
cepting a position, end by so doing you will 
enjoy your work, have the confidence and 
respect of your employer, and be a credit to 
the profession. 



r^HART and circulars of New Standard . 
^-' Shorthand and Mail I,es9on Course, free. 
Trial Lesson, ten cents. Price of textbook, 
f i.6a postpaid. Student's Shorthand Vocab- 
ulary of 4000 words for outlining in short- 
hand, any system, postpaid, twenty-five cts. 
McKee Publishing Company, 661 Ellicott 
Square, Bufialo, N. Y. 

* 9 * 

JCff to SfCeDlee't Stew Standant 
Skotihand. 

EARN YOXJR SALARY. 

(Concluded.) 

grumbling about present salaries and agreater 
e5ort to increase them by Increasing the 
employer's possibilities of profit. A business 
man was remonstrated with upon one occasion 
because he paid such a high salary to a certain 
^lesman in his employ. His reply was : " I 
care nothing about the salary I pay hira. That 
is not the question. That man is making a 
better profit to me than men to whom I pay 
only half of his salary. It is the profit I make, 
not the amount of salary I pay, that interests 
me. " That answer contains the meat of the 
whole argument. A man should strive to 
make himself valuable in every way, inside 
of the office or outside ; anywhere, in any 
capacity that will best serve the interest of 
the house or firm which employs him ; and 
when he gets thoroughly imbued with the 
spirit and determination to make himself a 
profitable man to his employer he will, before 
long, note that his employer is gradually be- 
coming a profitable man to him. 
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EARN YOUR SALARY. 
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VtBtional Sovereignty and ^eguisi- 

tioa of territory. 

^^■^ERRITORIAL acquJsitioa has ever 
£1. beeu the desire of every people and 
^^ the practice of every nation. With 
the English speaking race it ia almost a 
passion, and the source of their power and 
greatness. England set us the example and 
we have followed it with swiftness and 
eagerness. • • • Out forefathers by the 
Declaration of Independence threw off the 
sovereignity of England, and created thirteen 
iodependent states. These states in a spirit 
of annexation and expansion united with 
each other in the Articles of Confederation, 
and later the people surrendered the inde- 
pendence of their slates to forma more perfect 
union. They evolved a new nation, with 
rights and sovereign powers, under the name 
of the United Stales of America. • • • 
The United States is a nation clothed with 
all the powers of sovereignty. In the contests 
of the world it recognizes no superior. It 
owes no allegiance to any earthly power. It 
speaks and acts for itself as a nation of supreme 
power, and accountable to neither kiug nor 
czar nor potentate for anything it may do, 
except under the principles and rules of in- 
ternational law, which treat and regard all 
nations as equal in rank, whether republic or 
kingdom or empire. In its sovereign capacity 
it can declare and carry on war ; it can make 
treaties ; it can acquire territory by discovery, 
by conquest, by purchase or by cession, as 
other sovereign powers do and have done 
from time immemorial. In these matters our 
nation neither asks the consent nor yields to 
the dictation of any other nation. When it 
annexed Hawaii, neither England nor Russia 
could say to the United States, Vou have not 
the power to annex these islands in the sea. 
When by the treaty of peace It acquired Porto 



Rico and the Philippines neither Germany 
nor France could say, Vou have not the 
power to acquire territory beyond the confine* 
of the North American continent 

This sovereignty was creeled with the birth 
of the nation as an essential and inherent 
power. It was not a grant under the consti- 
tution. It would have existed when the 
nation was formed if there had been asimple 
union of the people and no constitution 
formed or adopted. It is true the constitution 
recognizes the sovereignty of the nation, but 
it puts no limitations on such power in so far 
as our dealings with other nations are con* 
cerned, and it could not do this in fact, even 
though in terms it did. It can, and in some 
respects does, regulate the manner in which 
the power shall be exercised by and through 
the different departments of the government ; 
but these are but constitutional rules for the 
guidance of those agencies through which 
the powers of sovereignty are to be exercised. 
These limitations on the political power of 
the president and of congresn relate to their 
relationship to our own people, to our 
domestic concerns and iuatttutions. The 
Magna Charta and the Petition of Right did 
not limit or destroy the sovereignty of Eng- 
land, but only restrained the powers of the 
king in dealing with liis own subjects. The 
same is the true construction to be pnt upon 
the scope and purpose of our constitution. • • • 
In the language of Mr. Justice Gray (149 
U.S. 711), " The United States are a sover- 
eign and independent nation, and are vested 
by the constitution with the entire control of 
international relations, and with all the 
powers of government necessary to maintain 
that control and to make it effective. The 
only government of this country which other 
nations recognize or treat with, is the govern' 
ment of the Union ; and the only American 
flag known throughout the world is the Hag 
of the United Stales."— John L. Wkbstkr. 
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•gTN deference to the traditiona and pro- 
II prieties obtaining in such matlers, I 
must inaugurate this iniportaut de- 
partmcDt with a salutatoiy. Thii is a for- 
mality anch as is observed by the aapiring 
politician who hires his own brass band to 
herald his coming and stir the enthusiasm of 
those he seeks to impress with the necessity 
of having him as an active statesman in the 
conduct of public affaiis. 

Such procedure in this instance would be 
a sore tax upon the modesty for which I am 
somewhat widely known and I am happily 
spared the infliction. I do not claim the 
knowledge of book-keeping that would 
furnish the wind, much less the music, for 
a brass band, to say nothing of the big fellow 
in the van who manipulates the baton and 
does a modified cake walk. 

Very early in the voyage through which I 
am paddling my own canoe, I discovered that 
I had a remarkable and unsurpassed gift of 
telling what I do not know about a given 
subject. I do not pretend to account for this 
somewhat negative attribute, but it is innate 
and has necessarily been cultivated because 
of the work in which I am engaged. I write 
with fluency of what I have yet to learn. The 
fund of available material is inexhaustible. 
The situation is one to excite boldness of the- 
ory and declaration. If you be challenged or 
opposed there is unlimited room in which to 
fight, dodge or run. It is only the dogmatic 
fellow, who assumes the possession of all 
knowledge, who defends his personal infal- 
libility as he does his opinions, that can be 
driven to a corner and there dealt with as a 

I do not stand sponsor for this method of 
trading upon ignorance or appearing pro- 
found in matters of which you have no 
definite knowledge, yet I regard it as far more 



commendable than to aosume that you know 
it all and thus destroy the spirit of investiga- 
tion which is the world's one hope of con- 
tinued progress. Men or women who say 
that they know all about book-keeping, and 
act upon the declaration, are bound to be 
dropped by the wayside in the march of ad- 
vancement. They do not move. The pro- 
fession does move. The most primitive 
knowledge of cause and effect can figure the 

One of the thing* I do not know about 
book-keeping is how to arouse within an 
uuprogreasive member of the profession a 
proper sense of duty. He is as inert as a 
statue. He assumes himself to be the em- 
bodiment of wisdom and jeers at the idea of 
there being anything in his special calling 
which he does not know. He moves in a rut 
like the horse at a tread mill. I have ham- 
mered away at him for years, and have sent 
out for the most eiperienced help, but have 
made no more perceptible impression than 
would a cannon trained upon the moon. He 
is incorrigible and is the bane of the profes- 
sion today. 

No more of him is wanted in the ranks. 
Do not try to be a book-keeper unless yon 
intend to be one in the highest and beat sense 
of the term. Do not delude yourself with the 
idea that you are perfected when you are 
graduated from a businesi college or have 
grounded yourself in the text books. Every 
successful lawyer is a constant student and 
always adding to the knowledge which aids 
in successfully carrying on his work. The 
same is true of the doctor, the minister, the 
scientist, the philosopher, the mechanic and 
the member of any other calling that calls 
for something higher than the exercise of 
mere brute strength. Take pride in your 
work, yourself and in your profession. This 
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course is right in principle and it has become 
an absolute essential to success in these days 
when the whole tendency of the industrial 
scheme is to reduce the number of employes 
to a minimum. You enter a contest where a 
survival of the fittest determines the outcome 
and where none but the up-to-date book- 
keeper has any assurance that his services 
will be in demand . 

There is another thing about which I do 
not know, but regarding which I have dis- 
turbing suspicions. I have it from private 
sources of information that a large proportion 
of Brother Hemperley *s subscribers are ladies. 
Why he should pitch upon me to serve them 
through this department, is a conundrum. 
At times I enjoy with sweet unction the flat- 
tering conviction that he has been impressed 
by my native gallantry and broad-minded 
views as to the equality of the sexes, con- 
ceding many points of superiority to the 
gentler one. But again I chill and have a 
"peach-fuzzy" flesh when I recall having 
been mixed up in all kinds of trouble over 
the female book-keeper. In the irrepressible 
scrap she was exalted to that estate which is 
little lower than the angels, and denounced 
as the incarnation of designing selfishness. 
She was in the profession from the best 
motives, and she was there as a soulless mer- 
cenary angling for a husband. She repre- 
sented the highest attainments in book- 
keeping, and, from a professional stand- 
point, she didn't know enough to chew gum. 
I was driven to a point where I had to hump 
me to tall timber and become a hermit, or 
publish a magazine for men. I am not a 
hermit. 

Yet through all this fierce clash of jaws 
and pens I preserved that delightful equipoise 
known as absolute neutrality. Some of the 
best book-keepers I know are women — and 
some of the worst. It depends on the woman, 
and man is entitled to precisely the same 
verdict. Any knowledge that I may be able 
to impart through this department will t>e 
equally available and equally valuable to all. 



TXTHEN Bro. Hemperley suggested that I 
edit a department of this kind in Thb 
Stenographer , my first question was, ** Well, 
what would you like to have me talk about?*' 
Without a moment's hesitation he replied, 
" I think you had better talk ' about a 



minute'." I do not propose to allow my- 
self to be muzzled in such a peremptory 
manner, however, and shall carry the war 
into Africa, Philadelphia, or any other old 
place and have my own way in the matter or 
burst a flue in the endeavor. 



TT occurs to me that a goodly number of 
The Stenographer's readers would 
like to know what I do not know about news- 
paper accounting, and I will therefore jot 
down a few ideas which come to me as a re- 
sult of my own experience in this particular 
line of work. As will be noticed, I shall not 
confine my suggestions alone to the account- 
ing department of a publishing business, but 
offer also some advice which may be absorbed 
to advantage by the publisher or manager. 



THIRST, as to your subscription list, I sug- 
gest the employment of the card index 
system. These cards may be procured at a 
trifling cost per looo, printed complete, with 
such data as desired. They are in every sense 
more easily handled and give better results 
than the old style book register. A card will 
easily contain the history of an account for 
five years, and if perchance a subscriber dis- 
continues, his card may be transferred to a 
** dead " file, thereby preserving his name for 
future use. The cards are furnished in colors 
if desired, one color for regular subscriptions, 
another for exchanges, etc., etc. 

Second, as to advertising records, I suggest 
that two books be employed, one in which an 
itemized and complete record of each contract 
is entered and from which postings are made 
direct to the ledger. This may be ruled and 
headed to suit requirements, as for example : 
Date, Name of Advertiser, By Whom Secured, 
Class, Space, Insertions, Issue, Date, Charged, 
Paid, Polio and Remarks. Bach charge is 
posted direct in the proper account in the 
ledger, and for the purposes of double-entry 
the total of the Amount column is posted to 
the credit of Advertising Account at the end 
of the month, or oftener if desired. 

The other record referred to is designed to 
keep an accurate record of the insertions of all 
running advertisements, and is referred to in 
making up each issue of the paper, to make 
sure that all advertisements are inserted ac- 
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cording to contract, correct positions given, 
etc., etc. Such a record should cover two 
pages of an ordinary sized book, with head- 
ings as follows : Date, Advertiser, Description, 
Location, Space, Insertions (daily or weekly), 
Rate, Payable, Folio, followed by thirty-one 
lines for checking each day's insertions, 
another column for Space and Remarks. 
Reference to this record will show at a glance 
the actual amount of space used in any one 
or number of issues. 

While not necessary, I suggest that two 
ledgers be used, one containing accounts with 
advertisers and all persons to whom we sell, 
and including accounts with parties from 
whom we buy, unless bills are discounted and 
no open accounts are carried. The othe^ 
ledger I would style Private Ledger, and un- 
der certain conditions recommend that it be 
provided with a lock and key, so as to be 
accessible only to such persons as are author- 
ized to examine it. This ledger should con- 
tain only representative accounts, such as 
Advertising, Subscriptions, Expense, Post- 
age, Commission, Salaries, Rent, Fuel and 
Light, Machinery, etc., together with ac- 
counts with partners, if a private company, 
or necessary stock accounts if a corporation. 

One other book — a combination cash book 
and journal— will complete the set. This 
should contain headings for Date, Business 
Entries, Posted Accounts, Ledger Folios, and 
such other representative accounts as appear 
in the private ledger. Each account should 
have a debit and credit column, except in 
the case of postage of other accounts which 
are not likely to receive credits. Each page 
is self-proving — that is, each debit entry must 
have a corresponding credit entry and vice 
versa, hence the totals of the debit and credit 
columns must at all times be in balance or an 
error has been made. During the month no 
postings are made from this book to the ledger, 
except from the Posted Accounts Columns. 
At the end of the month the footings of all 
columns are posted to their respective ac* 
counts in the Private Ledger, when, if no 
errors have been made, it will also be in 
balance. 

I want to urge upon you the necessity of 
taking frequent inventories. Do this at least 
once in every three months, or, if possible, 
every thirty days. With some this may not 



be possible or practicable ; but I believe that 
in the majority of cases it can be done with 
little loss of time and labor. In any event, 
the time and labor will be well spent. Upon 
the completion of the inventory, close 3-oar 
books, that is transfer all representative or 
fictitious accounts to Profit & Loss Account, 
and after charging Merchandise Account with 
the amount of your inventory, and crediting 
the same to the Profit Si Loss Account, the 
amount of your profit or losses for the month 
will be shown. I would advise leaving the 
Profit & Loss account open until the end of 
your fiscal year, when the balance should be 
transferred to the proper owner's account. 
These frequent inventories and closings of 
the books will enable you to know the true 
status of your business at all times ; will warn 
you of approaching danger when times are 
bad and when expenses should be curtailed ; 
will often spur you on to greater effort, either 
to avoid a pending crash, or, better, to excel 
the already good record which you have made 
during the preceding months. At all times 
have a business eye single to the glory of 
your Profit & Loss Account. Guard it and 
watch it as you do your bank account. The 
credit balance must grow, or you are going 
the wrong way. The greatest triumph of 
newspaper accounting is to keep the balance 
steady and strong on the right side of the 
ledger. Devote your genius atid skill to 
expanding the inlet while contracting the 
outlet to your strong box. Beware of the 
little leaks, for they sap the strength of many 
a glorious enterprise. In all your worldly 
ambitions, in all your hopes for the highest 
achievements, remember that money is the 
indispensable motive power. Want of it 
dwarfs where it does not destroy, and the 
noblest purposes are thwarted where money 
is wanting to carry them to successful con- 
clusion. I am not speaking from a sordid or 
mercenary point of view, or as a worshipper 
of Mammon, but for that sound business 
principal behind the irrevocable decree, that 
the man who cannot pay his way cannot go. 
My sincerest wish for all of you is that your 
newspaper accounting may conform to this 
vital consideration, for it is in consonance 
with good business law, to say nothing of the 
golden profits. In the law and the profits 
you shall be secure. 
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STl. % S. S. 3t. 

THE annual meeting of the N. Y. State 
Stenographers* Association for 1899 
was held in the Court House at 
Elmira on August 24th and 25th. 
The meeting was well attended and success- 
ful » the satisfaction of all present marred by 
but one fact, the illness of Mr. Ex-President 
Rose, of Elmira (Supreme Court, 6th Dist.), 
serious enough to prevent his attending all 
the sessions save one. Mrs. White, Miss 
Moore, Mr. Murdock and other members, 
and stenographers not members, from El- 
mira, were in attendance, however, and 
nearly all of them had co-operated with Mr. 
Rose in very successfully arranging for the 
comfort and entertainment of the visiting 
members. 

Among the visiting members were ex- 
President H. L. Beach, Binghamton; Geo. 
R. Bishop, N. Y. City ; A. P. Little, Roches- 
ter, and Thos. R. Griffith, Rochester ; the 
presiding officer. President P. P. McLough- 
lin, of N. Y. City ; Supreme Court Officials 
Hutchins and Soule, of Rochester, Ormsby 
(W. L.), Brooklyn; Cherry, Brooklyn; 
Chopin, Buffalo , Weaver, Buffalo ; Kelly (of 
Rodgers, Ruso & Kelly), Albany and Troy ; 
also Sidney C. Ormsby, N. Y. City ; Mr. 
Pagan, Corporation Counsel's Office, N. Y. 
City ; and also Mr. Lowenstein, of Troy ; 
Miss Etta A. Emens, Rochester ; Miss Belle 
Teller, Seneca Falls ; while Messrs. Cherry, 
Griffith and Bishop were accompanied by 
Mesdames Cherry, Griffith and Bishop re- 
spectively. 

The proceedings opened with an address of 
welcome by Mr. John R. Joslyn, of the Elmira 
Advertiser — a lawyer by early training, and 
familiar with stenographic customs and ac- 
complishments. At the request of the presi- 
dent, Mr. Joslyn 's eloquent and witty re- 
marks were responded to, on behalf of the 
association, by ex- President G. R. Bishop, 
*• official " of the N. Y. Stock Exchange. 

Considerable of the earliest part of the ses- 
sions was taken up in hearing Mr. Sidney 
Ormsby's paper on the history and result of 
efforts made, at the last session of the N. Y. 
legislature, to secure the passage of an Act 
providing a scheme for licensing law stenog- 
raphers, after a due ascertainment of their 
fitness, and a somewhat lengthy discussion of 
the paper and the question of licensing gen- 



erally. The discussion revealed the fact that 
there was great unanimity in sentiment in 
favor of such licensing ; it seeming too nearly 
axiomatic to require argument, that so long 
as not only lawyers and doctors — professional 
men — are licensed, but also druggists, 
plumbers, and many following merely me- 
chanical callings, those who make records of 
trials involving great property rights and in- 
terests, and also rights still more intimate and 
sacred, should have their competency duly 
tested, and be certified as competent when 
found to be so. A committee of the Associa- 
tion, to work in co-operation with one from 
the N. Y. City Law Reporters* Association, 
was provided for in a resolution unanimously 
adopted ; and such committee will be ap- 
pointed later, by President-elect Kelly. 

Another paper that elicited discussion and 
was the basis of definite affirmative action, 
was one by honorary -member Miss Burbank, 
official of the Massachusetts Superior Court, 
First Dist., Boston, in which she described a 
civil service examination held recently in 
that State, under orders of the Supreme 
Judicial Court ; Miss Burbank and Mr. Frank 
H. Burt, another Mass. official (reporter in 
the Lizzie Borden trial) having been two of 
the examining committee and mainly respon- 
sible for the scheme of examination and the 
character of the questions; the District 
Attorney of the district for which the ap- 
pointment was to be made being the third 
member. A system of civil service examina- 
tions for official stenographers being already 
in vogue, in N. Y. State, and the subject thus 
being one of vital interest, the discussion of 
the subject, opened by Mr. Bishop, who has 
been for many years one of the Publication , 
Committee and Executive Committee of the 
N. Y. City Civil Service Refonn Association, 
and participated in by Messrs. Rose, U. L. 
and S. C. Ormsby and Cherry — was not only 
practical, but culminated in the adoption of 
a resolution for appointing a Committee of 
Five, to confer with and make suggestions to 
the N. Y. State Civil Service Commission and 
various municipal or local commissions, with 
a view to making examinations of applicants 
for appointment more appropriate and prac- 
tical, for the testing of qualifications ; the 
president to appoint such committee. 

Another paper — not so intimately related 
to the object of a ^nyj?^5/(7«a/ stenographers' 
association such as this is, but interesting 
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generally— by Mr. N. P. Heffley, of Brooklyn, 
formerly of the Pratt Institute there, was 
also read, on the project of Regents' Exam- 
inations, and certificates issued as evidence of 
competency to do amanuensis work— steno- 
graphic and typewriting. This was discussed 
by Mr, J. O. Crissy, Inspector of Business 
Education, University of the State of New 
York, Albany, but time was lacking for any 
full discussion by members. It was under- 
stood, however, that the members, many of 
them extensive employers of amanuenses, 
would make to Mr. Crissy such written sug- 
gestions as should occur to them in order 
that the Regents* examinations might be con- 
ducted on the most practical and effective 
lines for testing the competency of candidates 
for certification. 

The above will indicate the unusually prac- 
tical quality of the papers presented and the 
discussions had at the meeting just held, and 
the probability that the administration of 
matters stenographic, by State and local 
officials and Boards, will be more or less 
affected by the proceedings taken and pro- 
vided for. 

Mr. Lowenstein read an interesting paper ; 
Mr. W. L. Omisby detailed his experience in 
using the graphophone in getting out his 
court records, others also giving their experi- 
ence in an attempt to use it and the phono- 
graph ; and Mr. Wodle, one of the stenogra- 
phers engaged in reporting the Mazet Investi- 
gating Committee in N. Y. City, described 
the manner in which four or five stenogra- 
phers worked, in taking short '* takes," for 
the rapid transcribing of the record ; a system 
which, as Mr. Bishop pointed out, was not 
new, but was constantly used in Congress, 
often in legal proceedings, he himself having 
had this sort of experience in, among others, 
the libel case of George Obdyke vs. Thurlow 
Weedy as early as 1870. 

The association elected the following : 

John E. Keli.y, Troy, President ; Wm. P. 
Chbrry, Brooklyn, Vice-President; A. B. 
Cook, Brooklyn and New York, Secretary 
and Treasurer; Miss M. J. Bai.i«antyns, 
Rochester, Librarian. 

The Sec'y-Treasurer and the Librarian pre- 
sented careful and elaborate reports. 

A resolution of thanks to the Rathbun 
House for the excellent care taken of the 
visiting members, and one providing for a 
minute, expressive of regret at the death of 



honorary member Thos. Allen Reed, of Lon- 
don, were adopted. 

The Elmira members took the visiting 
members on excursions to the great State 
Reformatory, and different suburbs of the 
city, and entertained them with a tnusicale^ 
and a collation, thereafter, at which latter 
interesting speeches were made, stories were 
told, and the retiring President, Mr. Mc- 
Loughlin, sang a song. 

The visiting members included Col. Dem- 
ming, of Harrisburg, and Mr. Arthur Read, 
of Towanda, two official stenographers from 
Pennsylvania. 

It was voted that the next meeting be held 
in Brooklyn, this borough of the Greater 
New York including, of course, Manhattan 
Beach and other seashore resorts. 

9 9 9 

Slew Orleans' Stenographer' 
3l$soeiation, 

THE New Orleans Times-Democrat, of 
August nth, 1899, contains a very 
interesting account of the Tenth 
Anniversary of the New Orleans 
Stenographers' Association of that city. We 
regret we can not reproduce the whole of it. 
We are under obligations to Mr. Horace Vallas, 
of that journal, for favors in connection with 
the article which we present. 

The President, Mr. Joseph Lallande, made 
an opening address, stating that the Associa- 
tion had been flourishing from its inception 
and that its various branches had been en- 
larged and their usefulness materially in- 
creased. 

The Pounder of the Association and its first 
President for two years, Mr. Arthur J. Peters, 
was given credit for valuable work in the 
past as in the present. 

Mr. Henry P. Dart, was introduced as the 
orator of the evening, one of the leaders of 
the New Orleans Bar. 

After referring in a general way to the 
origin and gradual development of the prim- 
itive shorthand system, established by Mason, 
in 1682, into the improved Pitman system, 
published in 1837, Mr.' Dart continued as 
follows : 

In New Orleans the work of reporting 
testimony in the courts was conducted by 
the minute clerk just as it is done in* many 
of our interior parishes to-day. There was 
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no pretense of reporting the testimony, they 
preserved merely the substance of what was 
said. In 1868 William Woelper, clerk of the 
sixth district court, engaged from New York 
Mr. John 0*Loughlin. He was a genial Irish- 
man, and his memory is still cherished by 
older members of the profession as one of the 
most accomplished stenographers we have 
ever seen. I am told that Mr. Woelper paid 
him J5000 for eight months' service in each 
year, under a four years' contract, paying 
additionally his passage from New York to 
New Orleans and back again. This man 
revolutionized the practice of law in New Or- 
leans. His services were in such demand that 
the business of the court quadrupled, and it 
is said that Mr. Woelper made a fortune out 
of the novelty. By the time O'Loughlin's 
engagement expired others had commenced 
to report testimony, and it is noticeable that 
at first only men of marked intelligence un- 
dertook the task. Mr. Oscar Nixon, who 
afterwards became a very eminent lawyer, 
was one of the few stenographers of that time. 
I recall very well Mr. C. W. Colton, stenog- 
rapher of the sixth district court, who^ about 
1874, began to transcribe his notes on a ma- 
chine, possibly the first venture in the south 
with the primitive typewriter. His transcrip- 
tion was upon small square sheets of paper 
about the size of commercial note. There 
was no difference between the capitals and 
ordinary letters, and punctuation, outside of 
periods, was done by hand. 

It is my impression that stenographers did 
not appear in lawyers* offices until after 
O'Loughlin had been here some time. When 
I was in my first years as a student there 
were usually three or four young men in 
each office, law readers, but they were ex- 
pected to take by long hand from dictation. 
Many of them became quite expert. 

When Pitman published his hand book or 
primer of stenography, he said that his ob- 
ject was to spread it at the price of 6 d. 
broadcast among the poor overworked and 
under-paid laboring classes of England. So 
successfully was his desire accomplished that 
we may concur in th(e claim with which he 
prefaces all his books, namely, that the 
appearance of his work was an era not only 
in stenography, which is all he claims, but 
in the history of our kind. The last thirty 
years have seen more systems of stenography 
spread abroad and continuously studied than 



any other single educational idea ; and it 
results that all over the world the stenog- 
rapher is no more uncommon than the electric 
light or the typewriter. In the corridors of 
hotels, on moving trains, at the elbow of the 
bank president and the corporate magnate, 
with the president and the king, in the courts, 
on the press, even in the churches, the ste- 
nographer, male and female, is as omnipresent 
as the atmosphere we breath, and the re- 
markable thing about this vast horde is not 
the want of education exhibited, but that all 
are apparently so well educated. Yet it must 
be conceded that there is abroad an idea that 
any man, woman or child can be a stenog- 
rapher who will devote six or seven months 
to the mere study of the signs and the prac- 
tice thereof ; in other words, to take down 
one hundred and seventy-five spoken words 
per minute is by a great number of stenog- 
raphers thought to be the object and aim of 
their profession. 

I would like to turn the conclusion of this 
address into an admonition. To these aspir- 
ants and those coworkers I would say their 
field of labor is to-day as much a profession 
as any other studious occupation. They can 
do it justice by being great in it, and to be 
great they must not only possess the physical 
capacity to make the mysterious signs, cir- 
cles and dashes of the craft, but they must be 
able intelligently to extract therefrom the 
eloquence, the music, the scientific research, 
the damning phrase, the exact language, the 
concrete thought of him whose words they 
perpetuate. To do this they should educate 
themselves in all branches of life ; should 
follow their occupation as a serious study ; 
should read the masters of the language ; 
should acquire a technical knowledge of 
science, art, law, mechanics and medicine, 
and should be familiar with the history of 
their language and the people who speak it. 
Philology should be the basis of their work 
and on it they should build high and well. 

I have a great respect for the stenographic 
profession, and I believe time will require 
from it further inventions for simplification 
and for more rapid performance of its work. 
I think the time is coming when stenogra- 
phy will be as exact and as easy of transcrip- 
tion as ordinary writing now is ; when the 
duty of transcribing will cease, and the task 
of amanuensis will be completed with the 
last word uttered. Organization and co- 
operation amon^ stenographers tend to the 
hastening of this consummation, for a man 
cannot come in conflict with other men with- 
out discovering individual weaknesses and 
without waking ambition. As an organization 
with this high object in view I invoke for 
this body a long and happy career. 
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" I have become .so used to your No. 5 Note-Book, 

that I cau use no other My colleague 

(Mr. Beard) in this Court aays that your books are 
the best he has ever used in twenty years' ex- 
perience."— Pkter P. McLaughlin, Court of Gen- 
eral Sessions, New York City. 
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" I became acquainted with these note-books two 
or three years ago, when I strongly recommended 
their use in The Stenographer, and have never 
regretted doing so. The paper used is first-class, 
while the rublier-bound back, permitting the book 
to open fiat upon the desk or knee, makes it in- 
valuable."— H. W. Thorne, Attomey-at-Law and 
Official Court Reporter, Johnstown, N. Y. 
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W. Nichols, Ofiicial Stenographer, Triennial Com- 
mittee, Boston, Mass. 
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5 XIV. PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBEEl, J8W. Number i 

Stational Skorthand ^epoiierg' Staaoeiation. 



After laboring two jears upon the foimatioti 
of the National Shorthand Rbportbrs' 
Association, the Committee on Oiganiza- 
tion,inconvention assembled, at tbeWelling- 
ton Hotel, Chicago, August ai, 13 and 14, 
1S99, completed the foundation aud laid the 
cornerstone, with eminent and emphatic sue- 
cest, ezceediiig even my sanguine hopes 
when on the mountain-top and putting to 
shame my doubts and fears when in the vale 

Tbe construction of the building proper 
upon this well-laid basis has begun, and if 
the earnest spirit and professional zeal which 
nere so clearly and strongly manifested at 
Chicago, continued to spread with our growth 
and strengthen with our strength, we shall 
ere long have erected a national shorthand 
temple w b ose potenlialitywlllbeunquestioned 
and enduring. To this end at least we shall 
TRY, and, while elected President, in spite 
of my protests and lack of desire for the office, 
1 shall endeavor to t>e something more than a 
mere figure-head in the employment of empty 
honors. I shall devote energy, time and 
much labor lo the movement and many able, 
experienced and true sborthand disciples 
, are they who will join me in this work of 
well-doing along these lines. 

There was an attendance of seventy ; the 
personnel of the convention was hightoned ; 
the just fifty duly- accredited delegates re- 
ported present by the credentials committee 
promptly settled down to the work in hand, 
displaying the winning qualities of earnest 
effort, expeiience, capability, and tireless en- 



Kendrick C. Hitl.. 

• HE objects of this organiza- 
. Hon shall be to secure the 
\ benefts resulting from or- 
\- ganised effort; the recag- 
T nitian and promotion of 
t) professional ethics ; to foster 
7 a scientific spirit in the prc- 
— fession ; to secure the main- 

tenance of a proper standard of efficiency and 
compensation; the enlightenment of the pub- 
lie as to the possibilities and limitations of 
shorthand; the promotion and maintenance 
of proper stenographic laws; and, in gen- 
eral, the advancement of the interests of the 
profession. 

All persons of good moral character shall be 
eligible to metnbership in this Association 
and to active membership in affiliated asso- 
ciations, who are official court or legislative 
stenographers, as I'jell as ait persons who 
have been in the active practice of law or 
legislative reporting for not less than three 
years, and all other persons who. upon a fair 
test, duly administered as hereinafter pro- 
vided, shall demonstrate their ability lo write 
in shorthand at least /50 uvrds per minute 
fot five consecutive minutes and correctly 
transcribe the same. 

—Conslilulion N. S. ff. A. 



229 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



ergy, session after session ; the social features 
of the week were numerous, novel, and nota- 
ble ; professional reporters from the two 
Coasts, the Lakes and the Sunny South met 
and made the friendships of a lifetime in 
short metre, while a peculiar pleasure and 
felicitous fascination surrounded and en- 
veloped it all. 

The following delegates responded to the 
roll-call by States : 

Alabama: C. I. Daughtry, P. O. Hoffman. 

California: L. E. Bontz. 

Indiana: Fred M. Rinehart, H. M. Ornisby, 
J. D. Strachan, Leonidas A. Guthrie, Rita M. 
Metcalf, L. D. Patton, Charles P. Belser, 
Sarah A. Decker. 

Illinois: C. H. Rush, Edith C. Beal, M. P. 
Streder, John G. Gregg, P. V. Richmond, 
C. C. Herr, Everett C. Shaw. C. C. Valentine. 

Iowa: Jessie Besack, Charles M. Adams, 
O. C. Gaston, H. G. Healey, Dora M. Thomas. 

Michigan: Louis M. Welty, Charles H. Mc- 
Gurrin, C. H. Strawbecker. 

Missouri: Mrs. Marie A. Dorren, P. B. S. 
Peters, C. E. Hutchings, Robert H. Atkinson, 
Prances A. Hoover, John H. Schofield, 
Harold Johnson. 

New York: Dr. Rudolf Tombo. 

New Jersey: Kendrick C. Hill. 

Ohio : Jerome B. Howard. 

South Carolina: J. D. Campbell, W. H. 
Macfeat, W. H. McCaw, William T. Bellinger. 

South DakoU: Mrs. M. E. Sheldon. 

Tennessee : C. L. Morrison, J. E. Mercer, 
W. L. Vesey. 

Kansas : W. W. Herrick, Miss L. B. 
Rudolph . 

West Virginia : Louis E. Schrader, W. B. 
Parkhurst, John T. Harris. 

A temporary organization was completed 
and the usual committees appointed, the most 
important being that on permanent organiza- 
tion, consisting of O. C. Gaston, Dr. Rudolf 
Tombo, L. E. Bontz, Jerome B. Howard, 
Charles H. McGurrin. 

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year : 

President : Kendrick C. Hill, Trenton, N. J. 

ist Vice-President: O. C. Gaston, Tabor, la. 

2nd Vice-Presedent : L. E. Bontz, San Jose, 
Cal. 

3rd Vice-President: P. O. Hoffman, Mobile, 
Ala. 

Secretary and Treasurer : J. D. Campbell, 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

Executive Committee : 

New York : Dr. Rudolf Tombo, New York 
City. 



West Virginia : Louis E. Schrader, Wheel- 
ing. 

South Carolina : W. H. Macfeat, Columbia. 

Alabama : C. I. Daughtry, Montgomery. 

Tennessee : Charles L. Morrison, Chat- 
tanooga. 

Ohio : Jerome B. Howard, Cincinnatti. 

Indiana : J. D. Strachan, Brazil. 

Illinois : Clayton C. Herr, Bloomington. 

Michigan : Charles H. McGurrin, Kala- 
mazoo. 

Missouri : Miss Prances A. Hoover, St. 
Louis. 

California : L. E. Bontz, San Jose. 

Iowa : Miss Jessie Beesack, Newton. 

Other States will be represented on the 
Executive Committee from time to time, at 
the discretion of the president. The Consti- 
tution contemplates the organization of State 
Associations as branches of the National, and 
the principal efforts of the executive com- 
mitteemen will be to accomplish that pur- 
pose. But, in the meantime, individual or 
detached membership will be encouraged. 

The following papers were read by the 

writers thereof : 

** Court Reporting in the South,** by Chas. 
L. Morrison, *'the Mark Twain of Sunny 
Southland," and P. O. Hoffman, prominent 
southern reporter. 

** Typewriting,** by Charles H. McGurrin 
( whose remarkable exhibitions on the type- 
writer amazed and dazed the convention), 
*' champion typewriter of typewriter cham- 
pions." 

** Court Reporting on the Pacific Coast," 
by L. E. Bontz, President California Court 
Reporters' Association. 

''Advantages and Obligations of Associa- 
tion,** by O. C. Gaston, President Iowa State 
Stenographers' Association. 

** Actual Occurrences,'* by W. H. Macfeat, 
"a typical Southern genius." 

A feature of the organization is certain cen- 
tralized power conferred upon an Executive 
Council, composed of the president, vice- 
presidents and secretary -treasurer. 

As I glance back over the two years' work 
of organization, from Nash ville-i 897 to 
Chicago- 1899, I cannot pass from the labors 
^ of the past to contemplation of future efforts 
without here making honorable mention of 
the following gentlemen, who spared not 
time, labor, nor money in their support of 
this movement, and whose constancy and 
zeal knew no relaxation : O. C. Gaston, J. D. 
Campbell, J. D. Strachan, Charles H. Rush, 
Jerome B. Howard, and L. E. Bontz. 

Kendrick C. Hii.i,. 
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x^k9 S*rie« of Srofieieney. 



r is charged that large nntn- 
bersof phonograph ic office* 



little rapid dictation from 
employers, and in many 
instances, such a small 
amount of dictation of anj' 
kind, that loss of, or failure to iacrease, short- 
hand speed results. 80 frequent is this com- 
plaint, and from such widely divergent 
•ources does it emanate, that a presumption 
o( its trutli seems inevitable. The subject 
Mriously affects multitudes of young persons. 
It may be stated, in passing, that the tone 
in which this accusation is made leads to the 
belief that these young complainauts seek to 
hold employers accountable for this deplor- 
able condition of affairs. This ia unjust. 
Employers are not to be considered as edu- 
cators, nor arc they to be viewed aa bene- 
factors, to aid employees in the attaintDeiit 
of stenographic proficiency. The relation- 
ship is purely commercial : the employer 
purchases, at the market-price, the right to 
require the seller (the stenographer) to per- 
form, whenever requested, a certain kind of 
service during a specified portion of each 
working day, until the expiration of the term 
of employment. If the purchaser choose to 
exercise that right for but a fraction of the 
period of lime embraced within the agreement 
of hiring, the seller cannot be heard to com- 

Hence, the stenographer, being alone 
blamable, should turn his attention to reme- 
dial measures for curing tUc trouble rather 
than waste his time, and dissipate his vitality, 
bewailing bis unfortunate environment. 

If I were to formulate a remedy for this 
evil, it would read something like this : 



For loss of shorthand speed — practice to 
gain speed ; 

"Pot failure to increase shorthand speed — 
practice to gain speed ; 

To acquire shorthand expertness — work ; 

To become a skillful stenographer — more 

To become a competent stenographer — still 
more work and lota of it. 

The prime factor in producing the bad 
results alleged, is a dislike of work— otherwise 
known as laziness. Few present-day students 
or amatiueuses would, for weeks, walk daily 
eight miles to attend court, for the sole pur- 
pose of practicing the taking of testimony, 
that increased speed and familiarity with 
court proceedings might be attained. And 
yet that was done many years ago, to the 
writer's knowledge, by at least one person 
who subsequently received popular recogni- 
tion as a competent court reporter. Some- 
thing cannot be had for nothing. A valuable 
consideration — in this case, diligent and in- 
telligent work and study of student and am- 
anuensis — must be given for stenographic 
conipetency. 

While all cannot pursue the same methods, 
yet each student and amanuensis may utilize 
spare moments, half hours and hours, in per- 
fecting both bis theoretical and practical 
knowledge of the shorthand art, by writing 
down human speech — conversations, prayers, 
speeches, lectures, sermons, matter read for 
dictation practice — any where and everywhere 
it may fall upon the ear — in office, home, 
public conveyance, church and public hall — 
with pen, pencil or by tracing on the knee. 
Likewise, all may read, or eudeavor to read, 
everything thus written, correcting outlines 
etc., etc. Curves, angles, hooks and lines in 
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buildings, trees, sidewalks, window panes 
and a thousand and one other objects may 
be inspected and the shorthand characters 
there apparently hidden be brought to light 
and read. 

One may thus create an ** atmosphere " of 
shorthand to his or her everlasting benefit. 
This ^* atmosphere ' ' means to become imbued 
with a love of phonography for its intrinsic 
merits — not solely for its money-getting 
possibilities ; it means an enthusiasm like 
that which possesses the soul of the painter 
for his art ; it means continual worship of the 
beauty, fascination and philosophy which 
emanate from the shrine of shorthand : it 
means to ** get *' shorthand as thoroughly as 
do deeply emotional converts ** get *' religion. 

Work, work, work, ever working until the 
wearied hands write *' The End," is the price 
of normal existence. If you do not work, 
someone else does, or has labored, for you. 
Money and property are simply stored up 
energy — work. If you have the stored up 
energy, i. e.y money, you may exchange it 
for aids to abridge, by instruction, the time 
and labor essential to acquire proficiency in 
stenography. But, viewed from any point, 
work, in some form, is the price demanded 
for competency in the stenographic art. 

S^eeuliaritie* of S^biic Speakers, 

ROBERT F. .ROSE, the Chicago stenogra- 
pher, who says he has '* taken '* nearly 
every public man in America, recently 
furnished a very interesting interview. He 
says the late Col. IngersoU was the "hardest," 
while Senator John Sherman was the *' most 
difficult,'* to report. While '* 200 words ** * 
was child's play for the great lecturer when 
he became in deadly earnest," the Senator 
can talk "faster and * mouth ' his words 
more than anyone I ever heard. * * * In 
1892 a take of 21 minutes wrote up 19 full 
pages of typewriting — an average of 300 
words to the page." President McKinley, 
ex-Presidents Cleveland and Harrison are 
said to be '* easy " to report, as a rule, al- 
though at times the latter ** will force the 
shorthand man to a speed of 200 words a 
minute." This is true of Mr. Rose's experience 
with Democratic Candidate Bryan whose rate 
of speaking varies from slowness to " mar- 
velous rapidity." Ex-President Cleveland is 
called a *' straight-from-the-shoulder " orator 



and Gov. Roosevelt a ** straight-away-talker.*^ 
Ex-Speaker Reed, Mr. Rose says, " as a rule, 
can be readily taken by a good typewriter 
operator" who, however at one time in 
Chicago " talked a great deal faster than 200 
words per minute, but at another time," in 
the same city, ' * two shorthand reporters * * * 
took his words with their left hands and had 
an absolutely verbatim report." Senator 
Cullom he says " is an easy man to report " 
while Senator Mason *' tells his stories (which 
illustrate his argument) at a rate of speed 
that the shorthand man is compelled to get a 
move on himself. But he is not a hard man 
to take." Nansen, the Arctic explorer, 
causes the stenographer " to work under 
difficulties," because "he has the Scandina- 
vian dialect to contend with " and the illus- 
trations of his lectures with stereoptican 
views " which necessitates darkening the 
auditorium to such an extent that the re- 
porter cannot see his note-book " requires 
him to ' ' abolish both position and contrac- 
tions," which, Mr. Rose incidentally re- 
marks, are " two verj' necessary requirements 
for fast shorthand work. Moreover Nansen 
* * * is given to what reporters call * sign 
painting ' — using the most beautiful language 
and longest words." 

Mr. Rose's observation of, and experience 
in reporting the utterances of, public speak- 
ers, harmonizes with that of other shorthand 
reporters. Time, place and circumstances 
affect the rapidity of speech of all persons, 
not excepting public speakers. Most ste- 
nographers prefer to report a fairly rapid 
speaker, whose utterance is distinct and 
whose diction is good, than to attempt to 
"take" a slow, indistinct, "mouthing" 
talker. 



Correspondence, 

MR. GEORGE R. BISHOP, official stenog- 
rapher of the N. Y. Stock Exchange, 
writing to Editor Hemperley from Oakmont, 
Penna., during his vacation, calls attention 
to the statement as to street opening stenog- 
raphic work in N. Y. City in August Stenog- 
rapher, page 183, last column, and suggests 
that the compensation there stated for that 
work, I5.00 per day and ten cents per folio, 
must be far from accurate. Mr. Bishop then 
adds : " I have done no work of the kind for 
years, but have friends in N. Y. City who do 
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such work, and one of whom not long since 
told me about how much per week he was 
getting from his work on two commissions 
— an amount much larger than he could have 
earned, at the rates you name — 15.00 per day 
and 10 cts. per folio for a transcript — one copy . 
I know of no competent professional ste- 
nographer in the metropolis who takes notes 
and furnishes a transcript at those rates ; and 
my own rates, when years ago, I did some- 
thing in that particular Hue, were the full, 
ordinary stenographic rates, both for attend- 
ance when nothing was done, and for the 
transcripts — not a curtailed rate, such as 
those you name would be. What may have 
happened in some isolated case — where for 
instance, the attorneys may have consented 
to take in some one's office amanuensis— I 
have no knowledge of : but such assistance 
would certainly have fallen far short of satis- 
factoriness, in such matters as I had experi- 
ence with, many years ago.** 

[I am the author of the paragraph regarding 
which Mr. Bishop comments. True, the state- 
ment might, if not read carefully, be mis- 
leading. It should be observed, however, 
that the allusion to the profitable character 
of the stenographic work is .not that it is but 
that it should be lucrative. The compensation 
stated by me was, as suggested by Mr. Bishop, 
paid to an office amanuensis to whom, as I 
understand, most of such work goes. With 
the large number of such commissions, if the 
per diem were that demanded by professional 
stenographers — $10.00 — that field of steno- 
graphic reporting should be lucrative. Apropos 
to this subject is the published account of 
Stenographer Herbert Burns* bill against N. 
Y. City for reporting the Fort Washington 
Ridge Road Commission, in which in flaring 
head-lines this statement appears : "|6o.oo 
a day for Herbert Burns ** followed by what 
purports to be a copy of his bill, covering a 
period from August 12, 1898, to July 14, 1899, 
both inclusive, in which he charges for 20 
days attendance at I5.00 per day $100.00 

and for 5 copies of testimony 

637 folios at 45 cents per folio, 286.65 

Making a total of I386.65 

which has been ordered paid by the Board of 
Estimate. 

The (N. Y.) Commercial Advertiser com- 
menting on this bill says : 

** Mr. Burns worked fourteen hours and 



fifteen minutes for the commission during 
the period of eleven months. He charged 
I105 for his attendance at the meetings, an 
average of $7 an hour, or compensation at the 
rate of |6o a day. He also charges nine cents 
a folio for transcripts of notes.** 

According to the published copy of the bill 
the longest period' of attendance on any day 
was Nov. II, 1898, when he spent from 12.3a 
p. m. until 1.45 p. m. before the commission. 
Justice to Mr. Burns requires the statement 
that custom justifies a stenographer in charge 
ing at least $5.00 for attendance, when no tes- 
timony is taken, for the reason that having 
engaged to be present on a particular day he 
is not at liberty to accept another retainer for 
that day.— H. W. T.] 



Eugene McSweeney, Esq., Lawyer, 45 
Vanderbilt Bldg., Nashville, Tenn., writes- 
as follows : 

•* Dbar Sir :— 

I enclose stamps for which I would be 
pleased to receive copy of your magazine, 
containing an advertisement of " Court De- 
cisions relating to Stenographers,*' or a book 
of a similar title relating to that subject. If 
this cannot be easily done, and you know 
about the book, I would like to know where 
I can get it immediately. 

[Answer. In 1892 I wrote and published 
Practical Court Reporting which contained 
the laws of New York State relating to ste- 
nographers, official and otherwise, and refer- 
ences to some of the more important de- 
cisions affecting court and law stenographers. 
That book may be obtained from The Ste- 
nographer for $1.00, the publisher's price. 
But, it seems to me, your purpose will be the 
better served by applying to Mr. S. C. 
Rodgers, Tweddle Bldg., Albany, N. Y., for 
a copy of a pamphlet prepared by him for the 
N. Y. S. S. Association some years ago, and 
(I think) published by that association. That 
pamphlet is a compilation of all the laws of 
the different States, and of the decisions, 
affecting stenographers. I should think you 
ought to get a good deal of comfort from the 
article on stenographers in the American 
and English Encyclopedia 0/ Law, vol. 23, 
pp. 556-566, both inclusive. The text is sup- 
plemented by numerous decisions of many of 
the courts of this country. — H. W. T.] 
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3loieB. 

THE firm of Griffen Brothers (composed 
of Alonzo M. and Zeno T. ) conduct a 
general business as stenognrphers and notar- 
ies public at 164 La Salle St. (Room 80), 
Chicago. 

Wm. F. FiTZGBRALD, proprietor and prin- 
cipal of ' ' Fitzgerald's shorthand and Business 
School," Schenectady, N. Y., has just issued 
a prospectus of his school containing glowing 
testimonials from graduates and their em- 
ployers. Mr. Fitzgerald is a first-class stenog- 
rapher and a competent instructor. 

Court Stenographer L. W. Cogswell, of 
New Haven, Conn., who spent his vacation 
in the British Maritime Provinces, proved 
himself to be a very interesting correspondent 
in a series of letters, descriptive of his 
itinerary. 

Among the appointments recently an- 
nounced by theCivilServiceComniission.N.Y. 
City, are the following stenographers : Arthur 
J. Rand, 2nd Dist. Municipal Court, borough 
of Browx, salary |20oo ; Herbert C. Burns, 
2nd Dist. S^tunicipal Court, borough Queens, 
salary |2ooo and Henry V. Winans, Dept. of 
Highways, salary $800. 

A MACHINB provided with the Morse tele- 
graphic *' dot-and-dash " alphabet and key- 
board similar to a typewriter, is now being 
urged as a solution of the problem of a mode 
of universal written communication. It is 
said that this alphabet is capable of repre- 
senting all the sounds used by the principal 
nations of the world. One writer says that 
if this be true *' the reign of pot-hooks and 
hangers * * * will have come to an end." 

Miss Flora T. Oatman, eldest daughter of 
Court Stenographer H. T. Oatman of Pitts- 
field, Mass., has accepted a position as ste- 
nographer and assistant accountant to Auditor 
Jernigan of the Norfolk & Southern R. R. 
Co., at Norfolk, Va. She is considered an 
expert stenographer and typewriter. 

H. W. Thorne. 

* 5^ ^ 

The Posty of Hartford, Conn., under date 
of September 4th says that *' Frank H. Har- 
rison will resume work as stenographer at the 
office of the Hartford Cycle Company, after 
an enforced absence of four months, occa- 
sioned by a siege of typhoid fever." 

Surely, this cannot be our Frank Harrison 
of shorthand publishing fame ? 



8diiorial. 

(Continued from folio 237.) 
that a good English education is required 
while, practically, students arc admitted with 
no education. What is needed is not so much 
additional skill in shorthand and typewriting, 
as a better knowledge of the language ; not 
faster writers but better spellers. In a word, 
there must be a strengthening of the founda- 
tions all along the line; more thorough 
preparation in every direction. We agree 
with Mr. Rogers. 



lUIR. KENDRICK C. HILL writes to a 
1 i young friend as follows : 

* » * "Your shorthand notes are neat 
and legible, which counts for more with 
those young in the business than all things 
else combined. Cultivate neat notes, branded 
all over with the stamp of legibility upon 
them, and don't worry about SPEED. Speed 
comes with experience. When acquired too 
soon it is usually accompanied by the great 
stumbling block POOR AND UNREAD- 
ABLE NOTES, which disqualify the stenog- 
rapher from aught but the most mediocre 
places in the shorthand field. Then, again, 
the young, inexperienced stenographer hears 
and reads so much of fabulous speed acquire- 
ments and requirements, that he is led to believe 
shorthand must be written like lightning in 
order to keep up with the stenographic pro- 
fession. But if you had come in contact, as 
I have, with scores of the greatest writers in 
the world— seen them write— heard them talk 
sensibly upon a subject of which they are 
masters, you would know that they thor- 
oughly ridicule and detest these sham speed 
exhibitions and advertisements. With age in 
shorthand you gradually come to a ^ point 
where you can take down what is said and 
get it all, by keeping your wits about you 
and keeping on the move, whether the mat- 
ter is fast or slow, so long as it is not so fast 
as to be unintelligible, and to be able to thus 
write shorthand is what is required to run the 
stenographer's race and win a prize in the 
shape of a good salary ; and this provided a 
person's education, character and judj^ment 
are such as to meet the demands of this fast 
and intellectual age. 

You are well equipped in many ways for 
successful work in the phonographic profes- 
sion and by the exercise of push and pluck I 
think you will win. 

With kind regards, I am. 

Very truly yours, 

Kkndrick C. H11.L." 
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busiuess fields 
women treat the 
men with whom 
they come in con- 
tact as inferior 
beings ; they are 
assertive and ar- 
rogant, and when 
wrone and deserv- 
ing of reprimand, 
they invariably withdraw under the cloak 
of femininity and expect the men to treat 
them as they would treat any lady. They 
deaire to enter buaineas on an equality with 
men, but when men treat them as men thev 
feel insulted, and their indignation isaroused. 
Emphatically, let women either avoid busi- 
ness life altogether, or let them enter it on 
exactly the same plane as men." 

The above recently appeared in a magazine 
audwassigned" Business Man, "hailing from 
Chicago, We think that his experience has 
been exceptional, as usual with those who 
"rush into print." Working women have 
had the search light turned on them ever since 
they entered the ranks, and while nine-tenths 
of the criticism heaped upon them are ill 
founded, they can find many lessons in the 
remaining tenth. There are young women 
who start in business offices with the expecta- 
tion that tbey will be treated as politely as 
if they were entering a drawing-room; but 
thin dream is soon over, and the majority of 
them accept the cold, stern fact that " busi- 
ness in business" and that there ia little or 
no time there for the little courtesies which 
form the amenities of life as found in the 
circles to which they had t>een accustomed. 
The man whom we have quoted tries to make 
a distinction between lady (who is not " em- 
ployed") and woman (who is) , and we judge 
that his idea of the treatment of the latter is 
such that would not find very much favor 
among men for themselves ; politeness is the 



same the world over, and the true busines* 
man practices it on all occasions. The rank 
and file of businesswomen, we can confidently 
assure that "Chicago business man," are per- 
fectly content with the treatment of the 
average busiuess man, and simply ask for a 
fair field and no favors. 

Passing on to the more important theme, — 
" withdrawing under the cloak of femininity 
whenreprimanded,"etc,, we doubt that there 
is now sufficient of this practice to make the 
assertion worth while. In the beginning, 
through inexperience, working women doubt- 
less excused themselves for mistakes and ex- 
pected privileges, ttecause of their sex ; and 
ofttimes they were encouraged by the very 
men who condemned them for doing it. 
However, this is now the exception, and as 
some one has said, "Success in any field, 
whether professional or less ambitious, 
depends upon qualitiesmasculiuerathertlian 
feminine — concentration, singleness of pur- 
pose and accuracy of method ; " and it is with 
theearnest worker with whom we are dealing, 
after all. 

Let us refrain from asking any favors be- 
cause of sex, depending solely upon the 
excellence of our work, our faithfulness and 
our adherence to right principles to lead the 
way to progress and recognition. 

One of our readers states that as soon as 
working women vote and command the same 
salary as men for the same work, all criticism 
will be disarmed, and the very men who are 
now being heard in "judgment hall" will 
sound the praises of their companions in toil. 
— the business women. This suggests the 
thought that in the past, through paying 
women less, employers made the rules for 
them less stringent and more indulgent with 
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the thought of " evening up'* ; but ** money 
talks*' and a manly, straightforward course, 
as between the sexes in the business world, 
will be welcomed by all. 

Our friend, Miss Emma G. Fowler, of 
Hartford, Conn., will furnish the editorial 
next month; we have seen it and may be con- 
sidered authority for the statement that it will 
be helpful and full of good advice. 

%Jhe Value of Co-operation, 

IN her recent speech at Denver Miss Mary 
■ S. Paden, said, among many other timely 
things : 

** A business woman at this stage of things 
competes with her inferiors, no matter what 
her acquirements. In many cases she does 
not know the value of her work ; in most 
cases there is so little choice that she must 
take the least worst that offers. Business 
women have scarcely time to meet one another 
and compare experiences, joining intelli- 
gences in a way to bring order out of chaos. 
A woman often does not know what she ought 
to do, — when she is doing too much, — when 
she is expecting too little of herself, or of 
others. A general rule is that a business 
woman who earns a living is obliged to put 
into the effort too much time and strength 
to have enough left to plan to better her 
condition. Co-operation ma}' evolve a better 
state of affairs, — that will probably be a matter 
of time.*' 

3lole%, S^ersonal and OtherwUe, 

MRS. JuuA Barrett, a white ribboner 
of Sacramento, Cal. , being an expert 
stenographer, a woman of peculiarly practical 
genius and an ardent missionary, has wrought 
out a system of stenography for the Chinese 
language. It has been found of great com- 
mercial value to the Chinese, and invaluable 
to the foreign missionary as a means of rapidly 
acquiring the Chinese language. The heads 
of several great missionary societies are taking 
up the matter now, and either the Episco- 
palian or Methodist society will probably 
arrange to bring out a Bible in Mrs. Barrett's 
shorthand characters. 'This will facilitate 
their work immensely. 

In reply to a correspondent, asking if there 
is any position but that of stenographer in a 
bank for a young lady, one of the newspapers 
stated: "As a rule, women are employed in 
banks only as stenographers. A few others 



are employed, however, in some banks which 
have many women depositors, like the Lin- 
coln National in New York. The First 
National of Brooklyn has had a few women 
accountants for some years, but this is still 
rather unusual." 

Miss Edith W. Maher, of Hartford, Conn., 
has accepted a position as stenographer with 
Kingsbury's Box & Printing Co. of South 
Coventry. Miss Maher recently graduated 
from Childs' Business College in Springfield. 

Our readers will be amused by the latest 
reason given for his inability to secure em* 
ployment on the part of a so-called man: 
"The female tick-tack is a cheaper proposi- 
tion and more submissive, consequently 
easily handled ; this is the barricade that 
keeps the male element blockaded and ex- 
tends the ^lad hand to the vanity stricken 
females, with their manicured finger nails 
and spoonful of brains. There are excep- 
tions, but in the generalit^r the above con- 
ditions prevail. They will vote next. " 
Be ward, friends ! clean finger nails indicate 
lack of brains ! What an addition this maik 
must be to an office ! 

Miss Clara Green, of Springfield, Mass., 
stenog^pher in the Palmer Mills at Three 
Rivers, has gone on a vacation. Her posi- 
tion will be tilled by Miss Cook of Spring- 
field. 

Stbps are 4>eing taken to relieve the 
condition of ** the small lady clerk" of 
Austria, of whom there are nearly 10,000. 
Her compensation is pitiably small and her 
position socially is unfortunate. The Aus- 
trian Aid Association has for its aim the 
obtaining of economic advantages or these 
clerks, its members, and the promotion of 
social intercourse in order to dispel the in- 
jurious influences of bureaucratic caste spirit; 
It will also attempt to secure provision for its 
members against old age. 

Miss Gertrude March, of Turner's Falls, 
Mass., stenographer and typewriter for the 
Keith Paper Co., will spend her vacation at 
Lake Sunapee, N. H. 

Speaking of the way one should dress in 
applying for a position, a stenographer of 
experience told us: " Nine out of ten girls 
are over-dressed; not that their dress is loud 
or anything like that, but a man employer 
would, himself, never think of covering his 
hands with rings or wearing his best silk hat 
or a big boutonniere to his work; and somehow 
it always strikes him that a woman who has 
not developed a sense of the fitness of things 
lacks the business quality. But a girl should 
never be shabby ; just as sure as your clothes 
begin to be thread-bare, you will inspire pity, 
mingled with contempt. Take the clothea 
question all through: it seems to me that al- 
together too much ridicule is heaped on 
woman for the thought she gives it, — iiress is 
literally a woman's stock in trade." 

Ida E. Turner. 
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Condttcted by L. M. ALLEN, 
Principal Aurora Standard Shorthand SchooL 






OW, with the opening 
of a new term and a 
new school year, is 
the time for us to put* 
into effect changes 
which past experi- 
ence has shown would be beneficial in our 
methods of discipline, of teaching and of 
arousing the flagging energies of those 
students who appear to think no effort is 
necessary on their part to acquire a thorough 
working knowledge of both shorthand and 
typewriting; who come to the class-room 
with about as much zeal and interest and 
positive intelligence depicted on their coun- 
tenances as one could reasonably expect to 
see in the face of a kitten. Yet they are 
astonished, grieved and indignant if six 
months trifling does not qualify them for and 
provide them with excellent positions. 

THESE are the students who are ready to 
assert that the teacher is not doing them 
justice ; too much is required of them ; too 
little attention is given them ; and the reason 
others make better progress is because the 
teacher is partial. Always '* the teacher ! " 
It is hard work to pull such students, by main 
strength, over every little rut and hillock in 
the road of shorthand, and it often has to be 
done. A new outline, and there they sit, 
gazing helplessly, — ideas, none, minds va- 
cant, and the teacher must brace himself for 
*' a long pull and a strong pull " in an effort 
to awaken them to the application of the 
principles which, had they been mastered 
when and as they should have been, would 
enable them to climb the "hills of difficulty " 
with very little assistance. 



B 



UT the bright students ! How cheering 
and comforting they are, and what a 



pleasure it is to offer them suggestions ! With 
what pride do we watch their progress, and 
note their steady rise. 

%^^E must bear in mind that true teaching 
^^ requires much more than mere abil- 
ity to ask questions from a text-book, or to 
read dictation matter and correct errors. If 
we, ourselves, have little interest, enthusiasm 
or ambition, how can we expect our pupils to 
have more. We must first arouse ourselves 
to earnestness, and with a bright, wide-awake 
teacher, who is constantly presenting fresh 
ideas, (or, if not continually, frequently,) — 
ideas not wholly dependent on the text-book, 
but occasionally original, why, even a sleepy 
student will show some signs of awakening 
intellect.. 

A RE we doing our best in the school room ; 
*^ leaving no stone unturned which might, 
if turned, secure better results? Let us try, 
this new year, to do better, more faithful 
work than ever before. 

£ooking Siaekward. ' ' 

ONE of the sections of the constitution of 
the state of Washington says, ** A fre- 
quent recurrence to fundamental principles 
is essential to the security of individual right 
and the perpetuity of free government." I 
do not suppose that this sentiment is original 
with the framers of the constitution of the 
evergreen, and, more or less, ever-glorious 
state ; but there is no denying its wisdom, 
not only in politics and political economy, but 
in almost everything else. No matter how 
high up a man may be, unless, like the Irish- 
man, he is a bird, it does him good to come 
down to the ground once in a while. So in 
regard to the various methods of teaching 
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the phonographic art, no matter h6w excellent 
those methods may be, and no matter how 
far advanced the student may be, it does both 
pupil and teacher good to get down to fund- 
amental principles once in a while, if only, 
to satisfy themselves that they have a firm 
grasp on the elementary right of things. 

This is necessary because the ordinary man 
is so constituted that he is more or less cer- 
tain (chiefly more), to do the right thing 
at the wrong time and place. It is true that 
a good training in the art of forgetting is 
vexy useful on certain occasions, especially in 
times of severe cross-examination, but it does 
not do so far as the reporter is concerned, 
and yet there is no class of persons with 
whom I am acquainted, who obey more faith- 
fully and literally the apostolic injunction to 
" forget those things which are behind *' than 
do students of shorthand under slight provo- 
cation. It is well therefore to put a class 
through a course of reviews once in a while, 
— ^perhaps oftener ; but the teacher must 
exercise the wisdom of the serpent, and some- 
times he needs the cooing blandness of the 
dove as well, before he can succeed in in- 
• teresting a class of students in the matter of 
review work. 

The student of shorthand has a very strong 
disposition to refrain from looking back, 
whether he imagines that putting his hands 
to the pen is the same as " putting his hands 
to the plough," and that if he look back, 
dire consequences will overtake him, I can- 
not say. But the fact remains that a willing 
obedience in the matter of reviewing elemen- 
tary principles of shorthand is not one of the 
strong characteristics of the ordinary student. 
Therefore, I should advise teachers to resort 
to stratagem. I should advise them to exer- 
cise that subtle ingenuity or craft displayed 
by an old Highland Scotchman of my 
acquaintance, who had displayed his wisdom 
by remaining unmarried until he was well 
on in the shady side of life. He told me one 
day, when a little under the influence of 
copious libations of dew, gathered on the 
mountains, that he was very sly. '* In fact," 
he said, '* I am mighty sly. I am so sly that 
I ' sparked ' a girl once for three years, and 
no one knew anything about it. I do not be- 
lieve," he added confidentially, *' that the 
girl knew it herself." That is the sort of 
slyness that a person needs to employ some- 
times in securing the attention of a class to 



first principles. Get them worked in in such 
a maimer that they will not know anything 
about it, and perhaps you can get them to 
pay some attention to the matter. How this 
can be done is a problem which each teacher 
will have to solve for himself. I have my own 
way of doing it, but if I were to give it away, 
my students would be ** next " to me, and 
then you see, I should have to change my 
plan. 

The fact is that one of the necessary mental 
qualifications which a teacher has to possess 
in a large degree is that of adaptability. If 
one gets into a rut in the teaching of shotl- 
hand, the first thing he knows there will be 
some spokes broken in his wheel, and he will 
* be considerably jolted up in the effort to get 
out of the rut. 

SKemoriiing, 

QROBABLY the most difficult obstacle, 
■ after a student has mastered the prin- 
ciples of shorthand, is the memorizing of 
gramalogues and contractions. Here it may 
not be amiss to relate my experience in this 
direction, as the facts are yet fresh in my 
mind. 

In learning the gramalogues, I first studied 
them in rotation from the list, writing two or 
three lines of each, pronouncing each as it 
was written, and afterwards writing an exer- 
cise each day, containing all the gramalogues, 
referring to the list whenever a word presented 
itself the gramalogue for which I could not 
recall, until all were thoroughly memorized. 
I found this much easier than learning them 
from the list alone, which seemed very ar- 
duous to me. 

I also made a list of contractions that came 
to my notice while reading engraved short- 
hand, writing the long-hand equivalent op- 
posite each, to which I added from time to time 
all those that seemed valuable and likely to 
occur frequently and which in my judgment 
would promote speed, avoiding those of in- 
frequent occurrence. 

These I kept near at hand for practice 
during spare moments, writing each contrac- 
tion once and pronouncing them at the same 
time. In this way I found that, with the 
general knowledge of contractions thus ac- 
quired, I could readily construct other con- 
tractions for unfamiliar words. 

JNO. H. RUBHMUNG, 

Mauch Chunk, Pa. 
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structor will be presented to the public 
through the columas of ThkStenographbr, 
beginaing with the November issue, after 
which it will appear in book form. This is 
regarded aa a very admirable set of exercises 
and is from the pen of Mr. Robert A. Kells, 
of the Keil's Shorthand School, 142 W. 135th 



T&e Steni^Tapher Prlntltifr & Publlshlni: Co. 
410 Drexel Building:, Ptillfl., Fa. 

FiUHCia K. KBuPBEbBv, - ■ Editor. 
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Sdilorial, 



THE Boston Transcript will please accept 
our thanks for excellent notice of Tub 
Stbnographbr in the Literary Department 
of that journal. 

Copie*. 

I AM in receipt of a letter from a young 
practitioner asking what I have in the 
way of helps to the stenographer, and 
asking me to send sample " copie's " of the 
same. The first help I would recommend 
wonld be to learn how to spell. When will 
it be understood that a poor speller cannot 
make a successful 



ning to appreciate the fact that thoroughness 
is demanded, and that nothing but the truth, 
and the whole truth, should be spoken to 

prospective students. So mote it be. 

ROGERS, of Cleveland, O., 
writing of the shorthand school of 
the future, says, among other things, 
that there should be a straight three year's 
course, on the grammar school basis, 'and 
that the qualifications for graduating should 
be such as would secure the approval of busi- 

He thinks that students should not be ad- 



lyi R. W. S. 
i l^ in wri. 



nitted a 



r the c 
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K. 



ESSRS. Isaac Pitman & Sous announce 
(hat their series of Graded Exercises 
on the Complete Phonographic In- 
(Conlma.d . 



that (here should be fixed times for begin- 
ning classes so that there can be more thor- 
ough instruction on the part of the teachers. 
At present, there is too nmch advertising 
n folio 233. ) 
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a good trainiug in IHe art or lorgeinng is 
very useful on certain occasionB, especially in 
times of severe cross-examination, but it does 
not do BO far as the reporter is concerned, 
and yet there is no class of persons with 
whom I am acquainted, who obey more faith- 
fully and literally the apostolic injunction to 
" forget those things which are behind " than 
do students of shorthand under slight provo- 
cation. It is well therefore to put a class 
through a course of reviews once in a while, 
—perhaps oftener; but the teacher must 
exercise the wisdom of the serpent, and some- 
times he needs the cooing blandness of the 
dove as well, before he can succeed in iii- 
■ teresting a class of students in the matter of 

Tha student of shorthand has a very strong 
disposition to refrain from looking hack, 
whether he imagines that putting his hands 



Weekly, and contains the following 
passage of I z6 words without lifting the pen ! 
"It is not. in the ordinary cour«e of things, 
to be expected that those who have spent, 
say, the first twenty-life years, or, perhaps, 
the greater part of their lives, in temperate 
climes, should desire to remove lo tropical 
climes, unless, indeed, they thought that they 
would better themselves by so doing, or, at 
any rate, that they would not. thereby, 
destroy all their prospects of success in life, 
or their prospects of happiness in the long 
run ; and yet, on the other hand, it may be 
said, and no doubt truly, that there ere some 
people who are so impregnated, so to speak, 
with the roving disposition that they ere 
quite unable to remain in any one place for 
any yreat length of time." 
* * * 
JCey to Ssaae S'ilman Phonography. 
'"XTIAT we may present every man pcr- 



nac Pitman's Complete Phonoumplilel 
raphy, lui pnK". »' «- PubliBlicd hy I 



Christianity at first diatinguisbed itself 
among all the religions of the world by 
equality. There was this aristocratic distinc- 
tion of intellect in both the Jewish and Gen- 
tile religions. An enample of this differ- 
ence between the intelligence of the edu- 
cated and the superstition of the vulgar was 
in the idea of communion with Gc3 then 

f ire vale nt. Among the contemporary re- 
igions it was the privilege of a select few. of 
ascetics. They alone were capable of con- 
templating God. But a vital real fellowship 
with God according to Christ was possible to 
all men alike. This is the siniple levelling 
principle of Christianitj'. The Church is the 
household of God. The creed common to 
the heart of man was human want, a sense of 
Hin, a desire for God, a sense of brotherhood. 
The disclosure of the love of God telling 
upon our human nature, the exhibition of 
the divine love and sacrifice made possible 
the forgiveness of sin. It is the love carried 
out in the humanity of Christ, together with 
the principles of incarnation and atonement, 
which appeal to the general heart of human 
kind. Many things in the Bible are bewil- 
dering to our intelligence ; but tiie great 
truths contained in it are very plain, and 
they teach a desire to get rid of sin and to 
know the mind of God. The creed of the 
Church is work ; this lies at her very heart. 
It is through tliis that men grow by love and 
faith to maturity of knowledge and to per- 
fection. Nothing in Church history strikes 
one mote than the belief in this principle — 
work for the equality of all men before 
Christ. The catechetial lectures of the early 
Church, the teachings of Cyril, Augustine, 
Chrj-sostom, all lay in this direction. We, 
too, teach the same truth ; we reiterate it, 
again and again, both for the educated here 
and the uneducated in Central Africa. The 
great danger of our time is exclusiveness. 
Intellectual ism is perplexed, because it mis- 
takes the ground of its difhcnltiea. Many 
have reached the stage of education which 
enables them to argue, but they know not 
enough to give them the vantage ground 
above argument. So article after article 
appears in magazine after magazine, with no 
depth in them to approach the great scope of 
Christian truth. 

r,5«PP..(i.5o:. 
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BRIEF REPORTING NOTES. 
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Schools and others, desiring the services of experienced 
shorthand teachers, will please apply to Teachen* Bureau 
Department, Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union Square, New 
York. 
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Sirti of an Saland. 

^mm^HH island of San Lorenzo, one of the 
/ 1 largest upon tlie whole western coast 
\m of South America, which protects the 
harbor of Callao, is a modem improve- 
nent. It was not there when the Spaniards 
came, but was born Oct. 28. 1746. when the 
natives believe it rose from the bottom of the 

3uake which took place on that occasion end 
estroyed the city of Callao. The geologists, 
however, assert that this story is preposterous 
because the island shows signs of greater age, 
is composed of the same rock as that upon 
-which the town is resting, coutaina the same 
fossils, is covered with the same soil as the 
adjacent shore and belongs to an older period 
than the miildle of the last century. They 
admit that the earthquake may have sep- 
arated the island from the mainland, and 
the topographical appearance coufimis such 
a theory, but that the great barren pile of 
rocks came into existence as Venus did they 
positively deny. It is, nevertheless, a pretty 

One I.,orenio Villalta. a bumble fisherman, 
was setting his nets in the bay on the night 
of Oct. 27, 1746. when he was interrupted by 
a prodigious commotion on the inside of the 
earth. He was frightened into a swoon and 
when he awoke found himself on the top of a 
mountain entirely surrounded by water. He 
■could see the shore line very clearly, but it 
looked strange to him. and the city of Callao 
bad .disappeared. With difficulty he made 
his way down to the water and swam to the 
mainland, where he found that the town had 
been entirely destroyed by an earthquake and 
a tidal wave, and that 5,000 persons had per- 
ished. To-day at low tide tlie submerged 
walls of the old city can be seen through the 
clear water where the Yankee cruiser New- 
ark is anchored, and because of the extraor- 
dinary enperience of Lorenio Villalta the 
island was christened in honor of his patron 

Peru is the birthplace of the potato, which 
was used as an article of food by the Incaa 
Bnd exported to Europe by the Spaniards 
when they look over quinine bark and named 
it in honor of the Countess of Chincon, 
whose husband at that time was viceroy. 
The Indians had used tlie bark for medicinal 



purposes aslongasanyonecouldrememl>er but 
this noble lady was the first European to test 
its efficacy, and it proved so excellent a cure 
for malana which saturates the atmosphere 
of Lima that she induced the Jesuit fathers 
to recommend it to the medicos of the old 
world. These wise old chaps sent it to Spain 
and luly, and it is said that one of the first 
doses of quinine that was ever administered 
in Europe was swallowed by the pope. 

The unregenerate potato, which is still 
found in a wild state among the mountains 
of Peru, is a dehcate vine which bears a fruit 
about the size of a plum and as yellow as an 
orange. Cultivation has increased its size 
and improved its flavor.— Wm. E. CURTIS, in 
Chicago Record. 
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"Dates TORREY has »evered his connec- 
-*-* tion with Coiner's College, and has 
opened an office at No. 93 Kilby Street, Bos- 
ton, ill the interest of the Williams type- 
writer as well as his shorthand and typewrit- 
ing publications, typewriter supphes, etc. 
Success to him. 

JE. FULLER, formerly of Atlanta, Ga., 
has identified himself with the Goldey 
Business College, Wilmington, Del., as prin- 
cipal of its ^orthand department The 
securing of such a capable, wide-awake 
teacher as Mr. F^iller is an evidence of the 
school's enterprise. 

""DlTMANIC Shorthand Instructor" is cap- 
■*■ turiug those who have been prevailed 
upon to give it a fair test. It saves the over- 
worked teacher much drudgery, and makes 
his duties pleasant. A keyed dictation book 
is about to be published, to serve as a sup- 
plement to the Instructor. It will prove ser- 
vicable to any-writer or teacher of the Beon 
Pitman or Graham systems. Price, fifty . 
cents. Discount to schools. Address Chas. 
T. Piatt, Hohoken N. J. 

ALL would-be reporters should posaeta 
Thome's " Practical Court Reporting." 
Another valuable aid is the " Court Report- 
er's Guide," by Wm. H. Luzeoberg, of New 
Orleans, La. The volume is compact, but 
every word counts and it indicates thorough 
familiarity with the subject treated. 
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BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 
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CorreBpondIng Style. 

Cincinnati, January ist, i8— . 
Mr. Charles Hii,son, 

PbiladelphiB. 

Sib :— It is with sorrow I am compelled 
to inform you that my lamented father, 
Mr. James Warner, the senior partner and 
founder of our firm, breathed bis last on the 
36th of December. 

I need scarcely reniitid you that tlie suc- 
cess which lias been attained by us is mainly 
due to the untiring energy, acrupulous pro- 
bity and business capacity of our departed 
senior member. 

lu later years, however, his waning 
strength and the necessity tor rest after 
thirty years of an exceptionally active life, 
demanded his partial retirement from the 
close supervision of every detail which he 
had previously exercised ; and although he 
was ever ready to give me the full benefit of 
his ripe experience and excellent advice in 
matters of higher importance, the general 
management of our business necessarily 
devolved mainly on myself. 

For three years I have endeavored to fol- 
low the example he set before me, and I 
believe you can feel assured, from the man- 
ner in which our transactions have been con- 
ducted during this period, that in future you 
will find no diminution in efficiency, prompti- 
tude and attention on my part. 

The business will be carried on aa usual by 
his son, the undersigned, 

I remain very truly, 

Samuhi, WarnBR. 
* 

Steporting Style. 

COMMERCIAL EDUCATION. 



the Anocialion of the Chambers of 
merce of Great Britain. 

"The subject which the proposals of the 
different chambers bring before you is com- 
mercial education — the desirability of mak- 
ing a more ample provision for it, and the 
modes by which that more ample provision 
may be made. It is on that general question 
I venture to address you. Let me at first say 
that the resolutions are eminently opportune 
and reasonable, because this is a topic which 
has 90 lon^ been neglected by ua in England ; 
indeed, it is only within the last five or six 
years that public attention has been actually 
called to it. It has filled the foremost place 



in the minds of the commercial c 
ties on the continent which are most actively 
competing with us. In Germany, France, 
and Belgium there have existed important 
institutions for promoting commercial educa- 
tion during the last twenty or thirty years ; 
those institutions are being pushed and or- 
ganized more effectively every year, and 
those of you who have followed the niarch of 
the Belgian, French, and German nations 
know that there is no question to which more 
importance is attached in those countries — 
no subject which the commercial communities 
and, in the case of Germany, the government 
also — is taking up more warmly. There have 
lately been furnished to us some very valuable 
materials for forming an opinion on what we 
are to do. There was an interesting con- 
ference, fully reported, which took place un- 
der the auspices of the London Chamber last 
year, and there have been some very interest- 
ing reports published by the Intelligence 
Branch of the Education Department, which 
give an account of commercial education in 
Prussia and Belgium. 

" I would advise you to procure and read 
copies of those reports, published as blue- 
books and easily obtainable. Commercial 
education used at one time in England to be 
merely a synonym for non-claasical educa- 
tion, and as all the best schools in those days 
gave classical education, commercial educa- 
tion was a synonym for a cheap and nasty 
education, I hope and trust we have changed 
alt that. What we want to have— if I rightly 
interpret the feelings of the commercial com- 
munity — is education that shall be commercial 
in this sense, that it is to give the same kind 
of training to those who are going to enter 
commerce as is given in the highest technical 
instruction to those who are going to enter 
the various branches of applied science. That, 
I think, is your meaning. We wish to develop 
the technical instruction given in such sub- 



exchange with all the subjects of trade and 
finance. The question is, how can we do 
this, and to what classes of persons have you 
to direct your attention ? " 

(To be continued.) 
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GABELSBERGER-RICHTER SHORTHAND. 
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SHttmalional £aw. 

WHEN the Uuited States ceased to be a 
part of the British enipiie, and as- 
nuned the character of an independent 
nation, they becamesubject to that system of 
rules which reason, moralitji, and custom, 
had established among the civilized nations 
of Europe, as their public law. During; the 
r of the American revolution. 



claimed cognizance of all matters arisine 
npon the law of nations, and they professed 
obedience to that law, "accordir 



general nsages of Europe." By this law we 
are to understand that code of public instruc- 
tion, which defines the rights and prescribes 
the duties of nations, in their intercourse 
vrith each other. The faithful observance of 
this law is essential to national character, 
and to the happiness of mankind. Accord- 
ing to the observation of Montesquieu, it is 
founded on the principle, that different 
nations ought to do each other as much good 
in peace, and as little harm in war, as possi- 
ble, without injury to their true interests. 
But as the precepts of this code are not 
defined in every case with perfect precision, 
and as nations have no common civil tribunal 
to resort to for the interpretation and execu- 
tion of this law, it is often vety difficult to 
ascertain, to the satisfaction of the parties 
concerned, its precise injunctions and ex- 
tent ; and a still greater difficulty is the want 
of adequate pacific means to secure obedience 

The law of nations, as understood by the 
European world, and by us, is the olbpring 
of modern times. The most refined states 
among the ancients seem to have had no con- 
ception of the moral ob"' 
and humanity between 
was no such thing in existence as the science 
of international Uw. They regarded strang- 
ers and enemies as nearly synonymous, and 
considered foreign persons and property as 
lawful prize. Their laws of war and peace 
were barbarous and deplorable. So little 
were mankind accustomed to regard the 
rights of persons or property, or to perceive 
the value and beauty of public order, that in 
the most enlightened ages of the Grecian re- 
publics, pirarcy was regarded as an honorable 
employment. There were powerful Grecian 
states that avowed the practice of piracy ; 
and the fleets of Athens, the best disciplined 
and most respectable naval force in all 



antiquity, were exceedingly addicted to t>ir- 
atical excursions. It was the received opin- 
ion, that Greeks, even as between their own 
cities and states, were bound to no duties, 
nor by any moral taw, without compact ; and 
that prisoners taken in war had no rights, 
and might lawfully be put to death, or sold 
into perpetiml slavery, with their wives and 
children. • * • 

At the zenith of the Roman power, the en- 
larged and philosophical mind of Cicero waa 
struck with extreme disgust, at the excesses 
in which his countrymen indulged their 
military spirit. He justly discerned that 
mankind were not intended, by the law and 
constitution of their nature, as rational and 
social beings, to live in eternal enmity with 
each other ; and he recommends, in one of 
the most beautiful and perfect ethical code* 
to be met with among the remains of the 
ancients, the virtues of humanity, liberality 
and justice, towards other people, as being 
founded in the universal law of nature. 
Their ancestors, he observed, applied Uie 
term enemy to that man whom they r^arded 
merely asa foreigner; and to deny to strang- 
ers the use and protection of the city, would 
be inhuman. To overturn justice by plun- 
dering others, tended to destroy civil society, 
OS well as violate the law of nature, and the 
institutions of heaven ; and by some of the 
most happy illustrations and pathetic ex- 
amples, Cicero vindicated the truth, and 
inculcated the value of the precept, that 
nothing was truly useful which was not hon- 
est. In the latter a^es of the Roman empire, 
when their municipal law became highly 
cultivated, and adorned by philosophy and 
science, the law of nations was recognized as 
part of the natural reason of mankind. The 
Roman law was destined to obtain the hon- 
orable distinction of becoming a national 
fuide to future ages, and to be appealed to 
y modem tribunals and writers, in cases in 
which usage and positive law are silent, as 
one authoritative evidence of the decisions 
of the law of nation s.^KsKT. 



MR. CHARLES M. MILLER, for many 
years connected with the Packard 
School, of New York, has purchased 
the Rutherford School of that city. Mr. 
Miller is a teacher of national reputation, 
and a stenographic reporter of twenty years 
experience. 
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MUNSON SHORTHAND. 
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The Duties and Qualifications of the 

Congressional Reporter. 

An Address delivered by request before the National Educational Association, 
by David W01.FE Brown, Official Reporter, U. S. House of Representatives. 




(Concluded from June number.) 



BN absolutely verbatim report— one to 
which the reporter has not by means 
of his own education and taste im- 
parted literary finish at points where literary 
finish was needed, is not a good report, and 
will not be accepted as such by even the man 
who made the speech. How far the " touch- 
ing up*' of the stenographic photograph 
should extend is a question that I cannot go 
into at any length ; but surely an accom- 
plished stenographer in transcribing his 
notes, should be able to correct a slip of the 
tongue, a misquotation, an error of grammar, 
a mixed metaphor — faults scarcely avoid- 
able by even good speakers when speaking 
extempore. Nor is it too much to expect 
that the reporter should be able to exscind 
surplusage or rearrange the clauses of a 
sentence so as to bring out the sense more 
clearly. 

Uhe Congressional 5leporter*s Steward, 

T^OR all this elaborateness of preparation, 
this anxious discharge of responsible 
and exacting duty, what is the Congressional 
reporter's reward ? First a secure and honored 
place in an honorable profession, with recog- 
nition from intelligent minds of the talent 
and toil that the holding of the place implies. 



Second, an opportunity for personal as- 
sociation (as close and intimate almost as one 
may choose to make it) with some of the 
picked men of the nation. Third, the breath- 
ing, as daily work goes on, of a clear, ex- 
panded, stimulating intellectual atmosphere. 
Work that brings one constantly in contact 
with topics of the highest import, handled by 
some of the brightest men of this country, 
cannot become mere drudgery. Fourth, the 
Congressional reporter has the advantage of 
seeing enacted from da)' to day some of the 
most interesting dramas of real life. In this 
legislative theatre, the play, serious or face- 
tious by turns, involves themes of intensest 
human interest. The actors are three or four 
hundred men in whom human nature is 
throbbing and thrilling with far more than 
the warmth and intensity of the mimic stage. 
The complications of this drama bring into 
action almost every human faculty and 
passion. There is no monotony ; for each 
day has its new incidents, as fresh and unique 
as bubbling, wide-awake human nature can 
make them. Fifth, the daily work of the 
Congressional reporter is a never-ending 
education. Would that I had better im- 
proved the advantages of this academy in 
which I have been a pupil. 



THE Bulletin of Eclectic Shorthand de- 
serves credit for its handsomely printed 
presentation of the shorthand system of 
Professor Cross, and we are glad to see that 
it is furnishing the writers of that system with 
so much valuable and helpful matter. 

Judge McCarthy appointed George A. 
McBride, official stenographer of Common 
Pleas Court, No. 3, Philadelphia, to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resignation of Eugene 
Raymond. 



Miss Josephine M. Loveland has resigned 
her position as stenographer of the Bankers' 
Commercial I^eaf ue, and has accepted a po- 
sition as teacher of phonography at the Owego 
Business Institute, Owego, N. Y. 

We regret that Mr. Beach's matter for the 
Book-keeping Department was delayed, as 
we have received very many favorable com- 
ments upon the first presentation, and we 
trust to be able to continue it to the interest 
and profit of our readers. 
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SHORTHAND NOTES BY DAVID WOLFE BROWN. 
(Concluded from June number.) 
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T. E. H. SEAKCY. 



TTT E. H. SEARCY is a LL. B. of Colum- 
bian University, and a graduate of 
other institutions of learning. He has been 
the official reporter of a judicial circuit in 
Georgia for 15 years, and a writer and teacher 
of phonography for 33 years. On the opposite 
page may be seen a specimen of his work. 
This specimen is to show bis method of 
ivritiug. It will be seen that he shades his R, 
and uses Benn Pitman's R for "H." He 



makes his " W" as Benu Pitman does bis 
"ZH," and for ZH uses the sign for H with 
Z circle prefixed. See words neighborhood, 
Hapeville, pleasure, Worenton, etc., in bis 
report. " H " takes an " R " hook by a tick 
as in the word Harper. All letters are halved 
to imply " t " or "d." All curve letters are 
doubled to add "ter," der, etc., no "w" 
hook is used on " M " N, R, or L. The art 
is written in the simplest possible manner. 
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LAW REPORTINO. 
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3iey to ihe £aw Steporiing Sxereise. 



XT ANSON BALLING, called by the Stale, 
sworn and examined, testifies as fol- 
lows : — Do you know the defendant — Hils- 
man Harper? I do. Where is he now? There 
he sets. (Identifying the defendant). When 
did you become acquainted with him ? Some 
time ago— about 1890. Where was he then ? In 
the neighborhood of Harlem. You had never 
met him before ? No, sir. Can you give the 



exact date when you met him ? I can not 
now. I would with pleasure if I could. Where 
did you reside at that time ? At Warenton, Ga. 
How long did you continue to live there ? I 
left shortly after seeing him. Where did you 
go then ? I went to Hapeville, Ga. How long 
did you stay at Hapeville ? About 8 years. 
Now then, was it not in 1891 that you moved 
from Warenton to Hapeville? Possibly it was. 
I am not certain. 
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I HE shorthand plate of th« McKee Depart- 
V ment for September was inadvertently 
printed up-side down. Several of the McKee 
writers have called our attention to this fact, 
and some have asked to have the plate 
reprinted right side ap but it would aeem to 
any ordinal^ mind that the mistake can be 
rectified bj simply turning the magazine 
around when reading the notes. 



We have on several occasions bad corret- 
pondents claim that they could read th«ir 
shorthand notes up-side down as well as right 
side up, but we believe that this claim has not 
been made by any ot the McKee writer*. 01 
course, we regret the error but can hardly be 
expected to reprint the notes simply t» tnin 
them around on the page. 



THE SMITH PREMIER TYPEWRITER. 



nR. WM. J. LATTA, who has recently 
resigned from the position of General 
— Agent of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company, began as a Bleoographer and his 
Buccessor, Mr. Lovett, served in the earlier 
years of his connection with the Company in 
the same capacity. 
Surely a thorough mastery of shorthand 



has proved 
things in thi 



1 good stepping stone to better 
cases of these worthy gentleniea. 



Mhei 



HE article entitled •' Looking Backward" 
Teachers' DepL" waa writtm 
by P. R. McLaren, Acme Btisiness College, 
SeatUe, Wash. 
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Mr. Geo. S. Hawley, of Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut, official stenographer of the Superior 
Court, lost no time in sending in his subscrip- 
tion to The Stenographer when he learned 
that it was running a Munson Department. 
If stenographers who have reached official 
positions feel the necessity of shorthand per- 
iodicals, it should be a strong hint to those 
who haye not reached the heights that they 
had better seek all the aid they can from some 
progressive wide-awake magazine of the 
system they have chosen. 



Nothing more clearly proves the narrow- 
ness of a stenographer than a continual harping 
in favor of the system he writes, and expres- 
sions of intolerance towards other systems. 
There are many systems, which if thoroughly 
understood will make first class stenographers 
of first class men. Success lies more in the 
individual than in the system. There is not 
a system that has gained any prominence that 
would not enable a man of industry and a 
genius for the business to become a good 
stenographer. — ^Van Sant. 



3lve C<i/te<^ ZoMM^l^ <yt 



'^vMA/e^ wade 'fo^ ondl u^^ 

3lve "Aomm/cynA, 9 u^vtlv \^ 
^^evf'ect 0/^<jtimeTvt cmct auto— 

^o^^/vBl^ -to cofvtvec^ -tetteAf^ 
o/tkI tlvivO' ^f'OA/m e(Mn4>'vete 
woAxl^ o^ -in ukVi/tifMj'. 3fK/ft' 

on o/aif o^^fcev ti4,>tewvvte^» 



3fve J(a1Mno1^cl 3tf4^€4«kVi>te^ Co. 
nev» l^oA^y \k. k. (X* 



Can any of the readers of The Stenog- 
rapher write an article on how to become 
an expert typewriter, and how to overcome 
peculiarities incident thereto, such as a certain 
kind of nervousness, inability to retain a sent- 
ence in the mind, constant lifting of the 
carriage, and frequently striking, instead of 
the proper letter, the one either side of it ? 
Would like to hear from different sources. 

—''Curious,'' 



Miss E. R., Fry burg, Pa., is desirous of 
securing a position as stenographer, etc., she 
is recommended by The Stenographer. 

Mr. C. M. Brough, of I^ouisville, Ky., 
well-known as Kenneth Madoc, is the author 
of *• loo Thinkz for Stenographerz," "The 
World Up-side Down," and "The Black- 
White Lily. " He also manufactures a double- 
ruled note-book for either pen or pencil, of 
which he sends a sample for eighteen cents. 



!5^^^^S^^5^^S^^ rfbVERTI5ErtCMT/ 5^(f^fe^(f^sSf?-^(?r 

A GAIN OF 20 WORDS PER MINUTE I 

Special to Court Reporters. 



Isaac pitman & Sons' Do. 5 Elastic^^ounb tiotc^-'Bocik, 

fUji ADE of very superior f:^jaX\\.y plate glazed paper, 200 pages, size 5 by 8 in., ruled in red 
1*1 or blue lines. In the red ruling may be had with or without f^ar^tfia/ lines. Sample 
^ V ^ copy post-paid 20 cts. In lots of one dozen or more, $1.44 per dozen Expressa^ 
■■lii^^ additional. Sample pages free. The old style Note-Book, because of its cheap, stiff 
binding, has a constant tendency to close, and when forced to st^v open will not lie flat. In 
the Isaac Pitman No. 5 Patent Elastic-Bound Note- Book this difficulty is entirely obviated, 
and when the page is turned will lie absolutely Hat and stay there. The great ease with which 
the leaves are thrown over will be appreciated in rapid work. Officially adopted in the Courts 
of New York City and Brooklyn, and is extensively used in a large number of the largest 
law and other offices throughout the country. 

WHAT SOMS EXI*ERT WRITERS SAY; 

" I became acquainted with these note-books two 
or three years ago, when I strongly recommended 
their use in The Stenograph ek, and have never 
regretted doing so. The paper used is first-class, 
while the rubber-bound back, permitting the book 
to open flat upon the desk or knee, makk.s it in- 



I have become so used to your No. 5 Note-Book, 

that I can use no other My colleague 

(Mr. Beard) in this Court says that your books are 
the best he has ever used in twenty years' ex- 
perience."— Pkter P. McLAUGULiN.Court of Cen- 
tral Sessions, New York City. 

" I have no hesitation in saying that I can write at 
least TWENTY WORDS A MINUTE more with your 
NcK 5 than I have been able to do with any note- 
i_ T , , . ' '—Thomas BuRRiLL, 

N. Y. 



c*yj. 5 inau x nave oeen aoie to do \ 
-book J have previously used."- Thc 
Department of Highways, Brooklyn, 



VALUABLE."— H. W. Thorne, Attomev-at-Law and 
Official Court Reporter, Johnstown, N.'Y. 

•• Your No. ^ Note-Book is excellent. This is thc 
first note-book I have seen that would open abso- 
lutely FLAT WITHOUT BREAKING ITS BACK."— U. 

W. Nichols, Official Stenographer, Triennial Com- 
mittee, Boston, Mass. 



Address: ISAAC PITMAN & SONS, The Phonosrapbic Depot, 33 Union Square, New York. 



L. & C. Hardtmuth's 
Famous Pencils 



It is a PERFECT Pencil for 
Shortliand Work. 

Made In One Degree onlj— 
especiallv for Stenographers. 

L. & C. HARDTMUTH, 

VIENNA AND LONDON. 



Makers oft/ie Celebrated 

"Koh-l-Noor" 

•' Shorthand " 
Pencil 
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FAVOR, RUHL & GO 

133 W. Houston St., New York 



...DOMT TRY TO GET ALOMG WITHOUT.. 



ffhe Siandy 
CopyMolder 




*f T is indisp'insable to 
anyone using a type- 
writer. Holds the copy 
just where you want it. 
Holds loose sheets of 
any size. Superior to all others. Simple and 
costs but a trifle. Mailed, postpaid, on re- 
ceipt of 25 cts. in silver or stamps. Address : 

A. It. COOK, 221 J. Hancock BIdg., Boston, llass. 



SEND POSTAL 



FREE 



SAMPLE 
PACKAGE 
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of papers, it will be just as eflfective next time on a 
thin one. 

Retails at 15 cents per box of 100. 

The papers are clipped by raising or depressing, 
the inner loop. 

CUSHMAN & DENISON, 
Manufacturers, 240-2 W. 23o St., New Your. 
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Stational Shorthand Steporter%' Jtssoeiation, 




HE charter roll now com- 
prises over 125 tnenibers, 
being about completed. 
The professional person- 
nel of this list, taken as 
a body of shorthand re- 
porters, is * * out of sight. * ' 
Twelve members of the Executive Com- 
mittee were named at the Chicago conven- 
tion, each one of whom arose and pledged 
himself to work for the best interests of the 
newly-organized association, to the best of 
his ability, in his particular State or Terri- 
tory, and they are doing it. 

I have to-day named the following addi- 
tional members of the Executive Committee, 
to represent the association in the several 
States and Territories wherein they reside 
and labor : 

E. A. Peffley, Magnolia, Arkansas. 
Charles F. Roberts, New Haven, Conn. 
Charles A. Graham, Louisville, Ky. 
Charles Currier Beale, Boston. Mass. 
Richard A. Mabey, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Weldon T. Smith, Raleigh, N. C. 
Wm. H. Luzenberg, New Orleans, La. 
Henry C. Demming, Harrisburg, Pa. 
John L. McAtee, Jr., Enid, Oklahoma. 
Edward V. Murphy, Washington, D. C. 
All official reporters. 

The Association is rapidly advancing to- 
wards a solid and successful organization. 

Massachusetts, Connecticut and California 
have held meetings to organize State 



branches. Kansas and Arkansas hold meet- 
ings this month for same purpose. 

The chief aim in the planning of this 
shorthand structure has been stability — 
length of days. It is not a sky-rocket per- 
formance that we are parading before the 
shorthand public, but for two years we have 
labored to lay a foundation of such material 
as would stand the tests and even encroach- 
ments of Time. We are now working upon the 
first-story of the building proper and the same 
general rules apply — strength, stability and 
high grade material, wherewith to construct 
an edifice that will serve to educate, enlighten 
and awaken the public to a just appreciation 
of the difference between a Shorthand Re- 
porter and a so-called stenographer, and such 
as will prove conducive to the best interests 
and the advancement of Shorthand, its prac- 
tice professionally, and those who practice it 

thus. 

Kendrick C. Hii,!.. 

President, 
Trenton, N. J., 

October 18, 1899. 

^ ^ ^ 

PURSUANT to a call issued by the or- 
ganization committee of the National 
Shorthand Reporters' Association for 
Massachusetts, manyof the members 
of the New England Shorthand Reporters' 
Association and other well-known shorthand 
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reporters and persons interested in shorthand 
and typewriting met at the Hotel Vendome, 
Boston, Saturday afternoon, October 7, at 
half-paat five, to consider the matter of 
affiliating with the National Association or 
forming a Massachusetts branch of the 
National Association. Twen\y-three persons 
were in attendance, being about equally di- 
vided as to sex. At six o'clock the company 
sat down to a fine banquet, and at about 
eight o'clock, informal postprandial exercises 
were held. Chairman Frank H. Burt, of the 
organization committee, presiding. Charles 
Currier Beale officiated as toastmaster. A fine 
address of welcome was made by Mr. Burt, 
after which eloquent and interesting re- 
sponses were made by Mr. Reuel Small, of 
Portland, Maine, Col. Samuel M. Menard, of 
Boston, Mr. George Farnell, of Providence, 
R. I-, Mr. W. H. Haskel, of Boston, Mr. F. 
E. Rollins, of Lowell, Mr. Bates Torrey, of 
Boston, Rev. M. C. Ayres, of Boston, Chair- 
man Burt, and Miss C. E. Burbank, of Bos- 
ton. Encouraging letters were read from 
President Hill, of the National Association, 
and Secretary Campbell, of the National 
Association, Mr. Jerome B. Howard, of Cin- 
cinnati, editor of The Phonographic Maga- 
zine^ Francis H. Hemperley, of Philadel- 
phia, editor of The Stenographer^ Official 
Stenographers H. T. Oatman, of Pittsfield, 
Mass. (Berkshire County Superior Court), 
Miss Mary Ida Swift ( Superior Court, Hamp- 
shire and Franklin Counties), George S. 
Hawley, of Bridgeport, Connecticut, Frank 
G. Fowler, of Bridgeport, Conn., J. Cecil 
Clay, of Portland, Miss Clarissa Hill, of 
Boston (Superior Court Plymouth County) ; 
and from many other prominent stenog- 
raphers not officials. An inspiring telegram 
was received just as the exercises commenced, 
from President Hill. After the toasts and 
responses, the meeting went into executive 
session, and proceeded to discuss the matters 
before it. It was found that there was so 
strong a sentiment in favor of retaining the 
old name and organization, so far as consistent 
with affiliation with the National Association, 
that it was decided to continue to bear the 
name of the New England Shorthand Re- 
porters' Association. It was voted to accept 
members from any New England State where 
there is no branch of the National Association, 
with the und CI standing that as soon as a 



branch is formed in any state, the members 
of the New England Association from that 
state shall be transferred to that branch. It 
was voted to abide by the former constitution 
(with some minor changes) except where it 
may conflict with the provisions of the con- 
stitution of the National Association, in which 
case the articles shall be made to conform to 
the latter. It was voted to accept two classes 
of members; first active members, whose 
qualifications should be those provided for 
membership in the National Association, and 
who should, therefore, be members of the 
National Association, in accordance with its 
provisions, and second, associate members, 
who should possess qualifications satisfactory 
to the executive committee, but should not 
have the power to vote on matters connected 
with the National Association, or to serve as 
delegates to that body's conventions. It was 
voted to make the dues three dollars per year 
for the active members, of which one dollar 
is to go to the National Association, and two 
dollars for associate members. It was voted 
to hold meetings regularly semi-annually, 
and special meetings upon call by the Presi- 
dent. 

The election of officers was then held, the 
following officers being elected for the en- 
suing year : President Reuel Small, of Port- 
land, Maine, one of the official reporters of 
Congress; Vice-president, Mr. Frank H. 
Burt, official stenographer Massachusetts Su- 
perior Court, Secretary, Charles Currier Beale, 
official stenographer, Massachusetts Superior 
Court ; Treasurer, Miss Cora Elizabeth Bur- 
bank, official stenographer Massachusetts 
Superior Court ; Executive Committee, Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treas- 
urer, ex officio^ and one member from each 
New England State where there are members, 
as follows : For Massachusetts, Frank E. Rol- 
lins, of Lowell ; for Rhode Island, George 
Farnell, of Providence, R. I., official stenog- 
rapher of the Rhode Island Superior Courts ; 
for Maine, J. Cecil Clay, of Portland, official 
stenographer of the Maine Superior Court ; 
for Connecticut, George S. Hawley, of Bridge- 
port, official stenog^pher of the Connecticut 
Superior Court. The last election was made 
conditional upon there being at present no 
regular branch of the National Association in 
Connecticut. It is understood that there is 
to be one formed there at an early date, in 
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which case the Connecticut members of the 
New England Association would probably 
prefer to be identified with that branch. 

After the election of officers, the meeting 
adjourned subject to the call of the Presi- 
dent. 

Among those present, in addition to the 
names given above were Miss Harriet N. 
Ingell, of Taunton, official stenographer of 
the Superior Court of Bristol County, Miss 
Nellie M. Wood, court stenographer, of 
Lowell, Miss Rollins of Lowell, Mrs. Emma 
A. Caswell of New Bedford, Miss Helen P. 
Nelson court reporter, of Boston, Miss Jennie 
M. Strout, law stenographer, of Peabody, 
Mrs. E. M. Kimball, Stenographer of Dan- 
vers, Mrs. W. L. Haskel, Miss Grace Burt, of 
Newton, Mr. William Goldtbwaite, of Mel- 
rose, Miss M. W. Macey, of Boston, stenog- 
rapher, and Miss Oilman, of Medfield, Ste- 
nographer. 

It was the unanimous decision of the ste- 
nographers and their guests that this meeting 
was a very interesting and profitable one, and 
the resolve was manifest that Massachusetts 
and New England should not be behind the 
other sections of the country in the promotion 
of the good objects of the National Associa- 
tion. 

Chari^ES Curribr Bbalb, 

Secretary. 

Shorthand as a S^rofession 

By a. a. Houghton. 

THERE is a tendency among promoters 
of shorthand institutions to affirm 
that shorthand is yet in its infancy, 
and to predict the greatest possibili- 
ties for those wno enter the field by- learning 
this most charming of occupations. 

Shorthand has no brilliant future as a pro- 
fession, for the great yearly increase of skilled 
writers and the efforts of school boards to 
list it as a study in the common schools will 
tend to render the stenographer a uonenity. 
While as an accomplishment shorthand has 
one of the brightest futures possible, for as 
the trained musician reads and executes the 
most difficult music, the stenographer writes 
and reads the swiftest speech of human lips. 
The systems of the present day are sadly 
at fault for easily learning to write the pho- 
netic language swiftly and legible ; this ap- 
plies not only to the Pitmanic systems, but 
to the many new systems that liave sprang 
into use in the last few years, and as there 
are but very few original systems that do not 
take some part of the Pitman system they 
all possess the same fault, lack of legibility, 
except by years of practice. 



The system that seeks to revolutionize the 
shorthand world must have a more striking 
similitude to the language of every day use, 
and yet embody the principle of contraction 
to enable the writer to secure the necessary 
speed. 

It is only by years of study and practice 
that the user of these systems secures perfect 
legibility, and then perhaps only from his 
own notes or the very correctly written notes 
of another writer. 

The demand is for a system that embodies 
all the possibilities of the present systems but 
can be easily learned. The idea of learning 
perfectly any of the present systems in from 
six weeks to three months is simply prepos- 
terous. It is true the rudiments of any system 
can be mastered in three weeks, but then the 
learner has just started, he can write any word 
by carefully spelling it out, more or less cor- 
rectly, yet the young aspirant is but very 
little nearer the profession of shorthand. 

The successful stenographer must possess 
or cultivate the talent of quickly grasping the 
sentences of the speaker and instantly writing 
it out in shorthand characters. The brain is 
obliged to perform two occupations at the 
same time. This is obtained only by long 
and continued practice. There is no '*easy 
road to success " as the young aspirant finda 
when he has been lured by some '* catchy " 
advertisements promising a wonderful speed 
in a few weeks, the present systems forbid 
the idea of becoming an expert stenographer 
by simply '* kissing the Blarney stone." I do 
not think that there is a professional stenog- 
rapher in existence but what will affirm with 
me that to attain a working speed of one 
hundred words per minute in from six weeks 
to three months in any Pitmanic system is 
one of the most preposterous ideas imaginable. 

It is not the stenographer who has devoted 
at least ten months to the study of shorthand 
that are vainly searching the country for 
positions to-day. The young aspirant to ste- 
nography who can show credentials from a 
reputable school of shorthand can find a 
demand for his services. 

It is very true that to a certain extent the 
phonograph injures the profession of short- 
hand, yet the phonograph is not practicable 
in all cases where the stenographer is a ne- 
cessity. There is a demand for those who 
are prepared to meet the business man's 
wants. 

I would say to the would-be shorthander, 
prepare thoroughly for the work, secure at 
least a working speed of one hundred words 
per minute, together with the common 
English branches and a knowledge of type- 
writing, so that you can avoid making the un- 
sightly mistakes so often seen in business let- 
ters of to-day ; thorough preparation is neces- 
sary to accomplish success. 

The business world is besieged by gradu- 
ates of three month's course colleges. 

Study the wants of the business world and 
prepare to meet them, and you can certainly 
say that dame fortune has smiled upon you. 
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Corretpondeuee. 

^uMtrallan Court Stiportlng. %Jhe " Srapkopkont aud iDailg'Copg." 



prominent Australian sten- 
ographer writes as follows : 



"Dea 



Sir :- 



" Perhaps you will remem- 
ber my having wiitten you 
ouce or twice previously, 
making enquiries on differ- 
ent subjects connected with shorthand writ- 
ing, and here I am with more. 

" In one of my letters to you I mentioned 
that endeavors were being made to get the 
Government of thisColony to adopt shorthand 
writiDg tor the taking of evidence, etc., in our 
District and Supreme Courts. Ourjudgesand 
the legal profession are against it ; but, never- 
theless, sufficient pressure was brought to 
bear to enable a trial to be made. A govern- 
ment shorthand clerk was selected for the 
task, and essayed it with a light heart. Too 
mnch was expected of him, however, as be 
was required to transcribe his own notes on 
the typewriter witbout assistance, and daily 
copy was desired I ! ! ! ! Of course, he failed 
to render satisfaction, so the movemeut is in 
abeyance. It is, however, not killed ; only 
scotched, and efforts are already being made 
to secure another trial on more reasonable 

"In America, I understand, transcripts are 
not made in many cases, the notes being 
simply kept tor record. In cases where trans- 
cripts are made I believe daily-copy is rather 
infrequently required ; and, even then, trans- 
cripts are only made when specially ordered 
by either the judge or the parties ; and, in 
those cases, the judge ( the Government, tbat 
is, represented by the judge) or the parties, 
pay for the transcript at recognised rates. 



which are higher,Ibelieve, for daily-copy than 

for transcriptions done under more favorable 
conditions. In your country the official ste- 
nographer receives what ia really a retaining 
fee (varying from £3ao to ^400, or even 
more, of our money) torwhich be undertakes 
to give precedence to his court work over all 
other work, and this retaining fee is not con* 
sidered as remuneration for the transcription 
of notes. 

"thavethus briefly stated what I believe to 
be the principal features in your system ; so 
that, if I am at all in error, you may, it you 
will be so good, put me right. If I have a 
thorough knowledge of your system it will 
give greater confidence in bringing the sub- 
ject under the notice of the local authorities. 

' ' Apparently the New South Wales Go vem- 
ment will not entertain the idea of adopting 
your system in its entirety. It is against all 
local tradition and prejudice tbat an officer 
paid by the Government should be allowed 
to enter into competition in his profession 
(whatever it be) with others wbo are not 
employed by the State. Therefore, the lines 
upon which we must go mustbe a compromise 
between your system and onr own. Onr 
official stenographer must be a regular State 
officer, and must not receive payment tor 
services rendered to any other than the State. 
Presumably, therefore, he iimst not receive 
fees for the transcriptions supplied to the 
parties to a suit. In that case, the operators, 
required for the transcription of notes, should 
be provided by the Government, and that is 
where the shoe pinches locally. Shorthand 
wirting is esteemed to be little more than 
mechanical, and the reporter is expected (and 
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it seems to be thought only reasonable) to 
transcribe his own notes and have them on 
the table next morning. For this work the 
payment proposed is ;f 200 to ;^300 English, 
with possibly eighteen pence per hour over- 
time for all time after 6 p. m. Princely re- 
muneration, isn't it? Of course, these ideas 
of our Government are simply absurd, and 
they will have to be shown that they cannot 
get good service for the money they offer. 
Certainly the last experience, of which I told 
you in the second paragraph, must have set 
them thinking. 

" As I have said, efforts are being made to 
have another trial on fairer lines ; and, as all 
calculations will have to be made on the basis 
that daily-copy regularly is a sine qua non, I 
am endeavoring to find out the best possible 
method of accomplishing it. Of course, I 
know and have used the ordinary method of 
dictating to shorthand writers, who, in turn, 
dictate to typists ; but I believe that on your 
side the Pacific the graphophone is used, the 
notes being dictated to it by the reporter and 
then transcribed from the dictation of the 
graphophone by a typist or two. Can you tell 
me if this is so ? And can you oblige me by 
putting me in communication with two or 
three who have used this method so that I 
may ascertain details of their practice and the 
measure of success they have achieved. I 
wish to ascertain the make of graphophone 
or phonograph most suited to this work, and 
whether it is possible to dictate to one at say 
120 words per minute and so regulate the speed 
of reproduction as to get it back at from 40 to 
60 a minute ? (It is difficult to get typists who 
write faster here). 

**I shall be exceedingly obliged if you will 
ask one or two gentlemen who may be willing, 
to write to me giving me the methods they 
use in producing daily copy, as there is no 
doubt that in the United States you are far 
ahead of the rest of the world in court re- 
porting. — AUSTRAWA." 

[Your understanding, of the subject of 
transcripts in this country, is not accurate. 
It is safe to say that, in nine-tenths of the 
cases wherein appeals are taken from judg- 
ments of trial courts to tribunals of appellate 
jurisdiction, transcripts are made. That you 
may get some idea of the number of appeals, 
I might say tliat, in this (New York) State 
alone appeals are so numerous that our highest 
appellate State court, viz : The Court of 
Appeals, is about three years behind its calen- 
dar. Beside appeals, there are (almost) in- 



numerable instances in which transcripts, 
"daily-copy *' kind and others, are made. 
In a laree number of important cases, both 
civil and criminal, " daily-copy " transcripts 
are made. In civil cases, transcript is paid 
for, whether regular or ** daily-copy," by the 
respective parties to the action or proceeding. 
In criminal cases, the State (with )^ou, the 
Government) pays for its copy or copies, and 
the defendant (with you, the prisoner) pays 
for his. In this State, the transcript rate in 
most courts of record where a salary of {2500 
or {3000 is paid the official stenographer, is 
six cents per folio of one hundred words, 
without limitation as to the number of copies. 
In some courts ten cents is the official or 
statutory rate. In references and upon other 
proceedings where a stenographer is not 
•'.officially " employed, the rate is regulated 
by agreement, usually (if the **top*' price 
is secured), |io per diem, traveling expenses 
and ten cents per folio for first, five cents per 
folio for secoua and so on down for subsequent 
transcripts. But, it must be admitted 
that these figures are sadly " cut " by a cer- 
tain class of so-called stenographers of the 
present day. I should have added that our 
statute which regulates the rate of fees to be 
charged by official stenographers begins with 
these words, viz : *' Except where otherwise 
agreed." This is supposed to have been in- 
serted in the statute to permit an official 
stenographer to enter into an agreement for 
larger transcript rates when ** daily-copy " is 
required. 

No ; our official court stenographers in this 
State do not receive ' ' what is really a retain- 
ing fee." They receive an annual salary and 
expenses. There is no such theory of prec- 
edence of court work as you suggest. They 
are official servants of the State, and, in my 
humble opinion, the law contemplates that 
they shall devote their time ana attention 
personally, to the discharge of their duties 
in accordance with the statute defining those 
duties. They must attend and act at each 
trial term within their territory, except in 
case of illness or otherwise officially attending 
another term, when the court may provide a 
substitute at the expense of the official in- 
cumbent. There -is nothing in our statute 
expressly prohibiting them from engaging in 
other vocations. It may be remarked that our 
official supreme court reporters do not appear 
to have time to engage in other pursuits. 

I have had no personal experience in the 
use of the graphophone for transcription. It 
has been, and is being, used for that purpose, 
with varying measure of success. The sub- 
ject was recently discussed in this department 
of Thb vStbnographer (" W-'Ar A'tf//" at 
page 8, January, 1899 number, and '* Dictation 
by Graphophone " at page 33 of February, 
1899 number). At the last annual meeting, 
in August of this year, of the New York State 
Stenographers' Association, the subject was 
considered and members present gave their 
experience. Copies of those proceedings in 
printed form may be obtained at the publica- 
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tion price (fifty cents) from Mr. A. B. Cooke, 
Sec'y , Drexel Building, New York City. Your 
desire to keep pace with the advanced posi- 
tion and thought of leading American law 
and court reporters could not be better strati- 
fied than to obtain the proceedings of this 
association, which is recognized the world 
over as authority upon law and general steno- 
graphic reporting. 

You might communicate with the following 
gentlemen on the graphophone question : 
Mr. W. L. Ormsby, County Court House, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and Mr. George W. Smith, 
San Francisco, California, both well-known 
law stenographers. I understand that the 
latter gentleman used the graphophone for 
•• daily-copy " in the celebrated Fair Will 
Case.— H. W. T.] 



It is not convenient for me to furnish the 
list requested. I would suggest that you apply 
to Mr. A. B. Cooke, Sec*y of the New York 
State Stenographers' Association, 150 Nassau 
St, N. Y. City, from whom the published 
proceedings of that association may be ob- 
tained at the publication price (50 cents) 
which contains a list of its members. 

By applying to the New York City office 
of any one of the leading typewriter compan- 
ies, a larger list of New York State stenogra- 
phers may be secured, I think. 

I think you might get valuable information 
regarding the general management of the 
proposed Congress of Stenographers from 
those who had charge of the late Omaha Pair 
Stenographers' Congress. — H. W. T.] 



M R. HAROLD JOHNSON, official stenog- 
•^ * * rapher, circuit court, 205 Hauser Bldg. , 
St. Louis, Mo., and chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Stenographers, World's Fair to be 
held in that city in 1903, writes : 
"My Dear Sir:— 

** The City of St. Louis is preparing to hold 
a World's Fair, in commemoration of the 
looth Anniversary of the purchase of the 
Louisiana Territory, and, as Chairman of the 
Committee on Stenog^phers, I have been 
instructed to arrange for a World's Congress 
of Stenographers upon that occasion. To that 
end, I am carrying on a correspondence with 
the foremost in the profession throughout the 
country, getting their views as to how the 
Congress should be conducted. 

"Will you be kind enough to give me an 
expression of 3'our views on the subject. How 
a fund could be created with which to carry 
on the work, and whether you think some of 
the leading stenographers of this country 
could be induced to attend the Paris Exposi- 
tion next year and endeavor to secure the 
passage of a resolution recognizing this Con- 
gress as the next in the series after the one 
in Paris. 

" If convenient, I should like to have a list 
of the leading stenographers in your section, 
or advice as to where I could secure same." 

[Stenographers, as a rule, are public-spirited 
and generous ; but it is doubtful that those 
residing at places remote from your city 
would contribute very liberally to the fund 
you mention. I think, however, that many 
of the prominent stenographers of America 
will visit the Paris Exposition, and I feel sure 
that, if you put yourself in communication 
with them, they will lend their aid to secure 
the adoption of such resolution as you men- 
tion. 



Dlotes, 

THE same old story from the U. S. Civil 
Service Commission— the demand for 
eligible stenog^phers and typewriters is so 
great that the commission is unable to supply 
it. Many who have successfully passed the 
examination refuse appointment upon the 
usual salary of $75 per month, and are waiting 
for positions of $100. One ex-court reporter 
rejects less than |2ooo a year. It is said that 
capable men beginning at $75 per month are 
certain of advancement to $100 in a compar- 
atively short time and eventually to $150. 

Stenographer A. L. Woodward, of Utica, 
N. Y., was recently compelled to bring suit 
to recover a bill of $45 for professional services 
rendered in reporting a law suit. It is said 
that the attorney in the suit was also forced 
to sue to recover his fees. 

A business man who had advertised for a 
$4 per week stenographer describes his ex- 
perience with several of twenty who answered 
as follows, according to the Detroit Evening^ 

News : 

"One young person whose attractive bright- 
ness of appearance looked promising, was 
escorted to the typewriter and a letter was 
dictated to her which she appeared to write 
very industriously. The business man then 
stepped into the next office and upon his 
return found the fair applicant had flown and 
the writing pad covered with remarkable- 
looking characters having no acquaintance 
with any known system of shorthand. 

"'She put up a good bluflF,* sighed her 
victim. 

"The next one could run a machine, but her 
idea of address and composition rivaled any- 
thing ever read in * Correct Letter Writing.* 
She began with * Dear Mr. Charles Brown, 
Esq.,' and closed with * Yours Truely; Mr. 
John Smith.' 
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''And so it went, each one proving her claim, 
in a greater or less degree, to havins; none of 
the requirements for the position K>r which 
she had applied. Someone yentnred the re- 
mark to the business man that the small salary 
probably explained the situation. 

" ' No, sir ; nothing of the kind,' said he. 
' I had no better luck when I offered |io. If 
the girl who comes to me at $4 proves com- 
petent, she will get more money pretty quick, 
but that's enough for a starter. ' 

'* He is still inditing his own letters and hop- 
ing that some day his dream of a first-class 
stenographer at (4 a week may become 
reality." 

Stbnographbr Miss Marie Fitzgerald, of 
St. Louis, Mo. , is second vice-president of the 
Stenographers' World's Fair Association to 
be held in that city, in 1903. 

AT an examination of stenographers held 
last month at Montreal, Can., Miss Choquet, 
niece of Judge Choquet, passed successfully 
and was appointed. 

Thb National Shorthand Reporters' Asso- 
ciation, recently organized at Chicago, has 
incurred the unjust censure of the Chica^^o 
newspaper press, which charges that the 
association is a trust, having as its object in- 
creased compensation of shorthanders. Mr. 
L. K. Bontz, court reporter of San Jose, Cal., 
first vice-president of the new organization, 
was the only representative west of the 
Rocky Mountains present at the meeting. 

••P. S. Swart Murphv of Gloversville, 
N. Y., has been appointed stenographer to 
the joint committee of the senate and 
assembly, to revise the tax laws of £he state. 
The committee will hold meetings in all of 
the largest cities of the state, and will prob- 
ably go into other states, in order to ascertain 
the methods used in taxing various kinds of 
property." — ^Johnstown, (N. Y.) /Republican. 

Court Stenographer Charles h. Earl, of 
Herkimer, N. Y., with other Herkimer 
County officials, attended the preliminary ex- 
amination at Fulton Chain ( in the Adiron- 
docks) of Horace Norton charged with mur- 
der. The case attracted wide attention because 
of the long-hiding of the accused in the 
Northern Wilderness. 

I SPECiAi,i,Y request all law and general 
stenographerswho have had experience with 
the graphophone or any other mechanical 
device in dictation of notes for " daily-copy " 
to read the letter signed "Australia," ap- 
pearing elsewhere in this department, and to 
then give us the benefit of their experience. 



This Australian stenographer who is honest 
enough to accord to Americans recognition 
of their superiority in court reporting should 
be given the information which he so 
anxiously seeks. 

Prof. Isaac Franklin Russell of the New 
York University Law School, in a recent 
address on ** Why Law Schools are Crowded" 
according to the New York Times, said : 

*' Many study law with no view to practice 
at the bar. Other professions — ^journalism, 
pedagogy, and the ministry of religion — have 
been enriched and enlarged by the learning 
of the law through the labors of trained jurists, 
who have preferred precept to practice, and 
left the bar for a nonforensic career. 

" High honors are generously accorded to 
lawyers, both in England, where the greatest 
social distinction are reached by successful 
barristers, and in the United States, where 
political eminence, including the Chief Mag- 
istracy seems most accessible to members of 
the bar. Reverence for law and faith in the 
administration of justice are greater here 
than in other countries, and men of wealth, 
family, and hieh scholarship, attracted by 
the honors of public life, naturally beein their 
preparation for a political career by the study 
of jurisprudence." 

H. W. Thorne. 

9 9 9 

Women's 3>eparfment 

(Continued from folio 261.) 

hereafter superintend the force of seven op- 
erators at Union Station, Harrisburg, Pa., in 
which office she has received messages for 
thirty-five years. 

Almost every sedentary occupation, and 
especially where the mind is hard worked, 
makes a great draining of the nerve force ; 
and yet w^e see persons turn from lon^ and 
exhausting brain labor to the most violent 
physicial exercise without any intervening 
rest. No greater mistake could be made. 
Physical exertion is but an additional draught 
upon the resources of the nerves. The 
youne woman who has applied her mind in- 
tensely to shorthand and typewriting for 
many consecutive hours is no sooner released 
from duty than, perhaps, she mounts her 
bicycle and goes for a long, hard spin, hop- 
ing thereby to fortify her body and limbs, 
strengthen her lungs and heart, and keep her 
system in robust, working order. This is 
burning the candle at both ends, and instead 
of receiving real benefit from exercise, the 
misguided victim almost certainly sustains 
great injury to the vital centres. Rest must 
follow work, — then you are ready for the ex- 
ercise and will derive benefit from it. — Satur- 
day Evening Post. 

Ida E. Turner. 
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one wlio is ambi- 
tious to be able to 
employ shorthand 
in th« field of gen- 
eral reporting, the 
ability 
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ranks as more than 
a useful accomplish ment. — it is an almost 
indispensable adjunct to the other study. 

It often becomes necessary to curtail the 
report of even a weighty and interesting 
lecture or address, giving a large pLrt in out- 
line only. Space is precious, and if there is 
not room for all the grand sayings of the 
Bpeakeroftheevening, and also for the names 
of alt the vice-presidents who sat on the plat- 
form and listened to the same, then, orcourse, 
skip or condense the sayings: and to that end 
it is good that one should learn to skip with 
judgment and condense with skill. This 
would be a comparatively easy matter it one 
could take notes in full and then make a 
leisurely review and summing up ; but there 
is not one case in a hundred in which this is 
practicable, — usually the work must be done 
against time, catching here a point and there 
a point, as uttered, and resting content if the 
transcript comes out -passable as to grainmar 
and comprehensible as to meaning. 

The art, certainly, is largely a matter of 
practice, but one suggestion, easily remem- 
bered and appUed, may be helpful to the be- 
ginner ; start out by the use of the first person 
singular, or at least shift the structure of the 
sentences to this form as soou as possible. At 
first thought it would seem that nothing is 
gained; apparently it is as easy to say, for 
instance, "The lecturer stated that he joined 
the exploring party on the second day out," 



as to say, "The lecturer said, 'I joined the- 
exploring party on the second day out.' " 
And so it is, and that might be the preferable 
form it it were a questionof onlyone sentence; 
but as phrase follows phrase, it will be found 
that each links itself more readily to the one 
preceding if the alternative form be used, and 
that writing goes on with more ease. 

You have only to glance over the reports, 
say, of graduating exercises or sessions of 
educational conventions or any gatheringsat 
which the programme is long, to note that 
this phraseology is usually adopted in making 
up the abstracts, and to good effect. 

Emma G. Fowler. 



'Patera S're ferret/. 
TpO one of our correspondents who asks our 
■ opinion regarding the practical barring 
out of women from government service in the 
departmenta of Washington we cannot reply 
better than by quoting the "Woman's 
Column " of Boston : 

'' There is an immense pressure brought to 
bear by local politicians throughout the 
country forgovernment places. Consequently, 
whenever there is a vacancy to be filled, the 
heads of departments and chiefs of bureaus 
almost invariably ask for a man. The civil 
service regulations recognize the right to 
discriminate between the sexes, and whenever 
a requisition is made for a male clerk, steuog- 
rapher. or typewriter, thecommissioncertifies 
only the names of men, Civil-Service Com- 
missioner Harlow says that the commission 
has a long list of excellent women eligible 
for appointment, but that it cannot get tbe 
appointment officers to take them. Of course, 
there are various excuses given. The principal 
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onei perhaps, is that ' while women may do 
as well during the reg^ilar working hours, if 
there is a rush, and it is necessary to work 
over hours, the work can be crowded on the 
men better than on the women. The women 
are not so willing to work over hours, and the 
heads of offices feel more reluctant in asking 
them to do so than in the case of men.* 

" Chief Examiner Servin, of the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission, confirms the statement of 
Commissioner Harlow: 'It is claimed,* he 
says, ' that women cannot adapt themselves 
to as great a variety of work as can men. 
They may be all right in a certain line, but 
when they are put on something else it is 
very hard for them to get the hang of it. 
They are also inclined not only to insist on 
having all the privileges in the way of vaca- 
tions and sick leave to which they are entitled, 
but they often expect special consideration 
and special favors. ' 

" The discovery of these feminine disabil- 
ities has only recently been made. Ever since 
the experiment of appointing women was 
first tried, nearly forty years ago ^ successive 
heads of departments have testified to the 
satisfactory work of their women employees. 
They have even in some cases given women 
credit for greater punctuality, industry and 
efficiency than men. We must, therefore, be 
permitted to question the correctness of these 
novel assertions. The real reason why women 
are being displaced is political. More and 
more the offices are used as perquisites, and 
are g^ven in payment of political services. 
Women have no votes and are not wanted ! " 



DlotBB, S^ersonal and Otherioise* 

THE Baltimore Sun states that two- thirds 
of the world's mail is in the English 
language. One-fourteenth of the world's pop- 
ulation sends two-thirds of the mail, which 
indicates a corresponding pre-eminence in 
intelligence and wealth. 

Miss Elsie Stone has returned to South 
Hadley Falls, Mass., from a four weeks vaca- 
tion spent in New York and New Haven. 

Miss Edith Lawrence of the same place has 
taken a position as stenographer for D. D. 
Johnson in Holyoke. 

Miss Etta Bergh, acting stenographer in 
the State Land Board Office at the State 
Capitol, Denver, Col., was formally elected 



recently to fill the vacancy caused by the 
recent death of Mrs. Maty Calvert. Miss 
Bergh was previously stenographer in the 
Bureau of Mines. 

Miss Isabel Strong, the step-daughter and 
amanuensis of the late Robert Louis Steven- 
son, has been delivering lectures on '*In 
Stevenson's Samoa." She is an American, 
but has lived most of her life in the tropics. 
She has traveled in England, France and 
America, and has lived in Hawaii, New Zeal- 
and, Australia, and in Samoa for nine years. 
She learned the language of the Samoans in 
order to write letters for Mr. Stevenson to the 
Samoan chiefs. She also wrote at his dictation 
much of his latest literary work, including 
** St. Ives •» and " Weir of Hermiston." 

Miss Hattie L. Cooper, stenographer in the 
office of the Insurance Commissioner, of 
Hartford, Conn., recently ended her services 
with the State. The vacancy has been filled 
by the appointment of Miss Nettie W. Derrin 
of Hartford. 

Stenography is a great blessing to busi- 
ness men ; especially when they do not know 
how to spell ! 

In successfully passing the entrance exam- 
inations for Radcliffe College, Helen Kellar, 
the famous deaf, dumb and blind girl, used a 
typewiiter. She was triumphant in every 
branch and overcame difficulties that appeared 
to be insurmountable. 

One of the most successful public stenog- 
raphers in Philadelphia is Miss Viola Rich- 
mon, who has an office in the Hotel Imperial. 
She has marked business ability which, 
joined to her shorthand and typewriting 
skill, eminently fits her for her chosen work. 

Verbatim reports are seldom seen in 
French papers, and the shorthand writer 
plays a very insignificant part in Parisian 
journalism. 

No professional pursuit has become quite 
so much invaded by women in so short a time 
as that of stenography. In the United States 
there are over 120,000 women stenographers, 
and about 20,000 of these are employed in 
New York City. It is estimated that the an- 
nual salaries of these 120,000 stenographers 
amount to over {70,000,000. 

Miss Elizabeth Cugley, probably the old- 
est women telegrapher in the world in point 
of service, has abandoned the key and will 
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BACHING, in its highest 
sense of educating, is not 
merely telling. Ifitwere, 
all teachers who know 
their subject thoroughly 
would be equal in ability, 
and all text-tK>oks that 
contain a clear statement of everything that 
the student needs to know would be of equal 

The chief duty of the teacher is to Stiniu- 
lale, to direct the student's course : the stu- 
dent must do the studying. 

The shorthand dictionary is not so good a 
mediumof instruction asone of our improved 
text-books, chiefly because it does not pre- 
sent the matter to be learned in assimilable 
form : it does not stimulate nor interest the 
learner : it contains " the whole law and the 
prophets," but is not arranged according to 
the laws of association , It begins with a and 
goes to izzard, omitting nothing, but it is 
very "dry" reading. 

Yet many teachers seem to spend their 
energies largely in "pouring" in to the 
students empty head matter which might 
just as well be pumped in from the dictionary, 
and many authors seem to think that their 
duty is to get down in alphabetic or phono- 
graphic order all that the dictionary contains, 
with rules to be memorized for applying it. 

There are some worthy exceptions, and 
the only reason that they are not more 
appreciated is that it needs a full appreciation 
of the distinction lietween instruclioa and 
education, t)etween telling and te:iching, to 
enable one to discriminate between the mere 
instructor and the educator.. 



A valuable aid, especially in the beginning 
of the course, is phonetic spelling drill. 



It is necessary to get the 



the ordinary spelling and to fix it on the 
sound spelling. The so-called nomenclature 
is entirely unnecessary. The name of a 
phonetic character is its sound : it needs no 
other. The quarter lengths may be indicated, 
simply and appropriately by the phonographs 
that show the direction and the word 
"quarter" ; or, cheq.pek, tek, etc. 

Five minutes can be spent to advantage, 
each lesson, on phonetic analysis. The fol- 
lowing examples show how this may be done 
in a very simple way. Capitals indicate 
strokes, small letters, hooks or mod ideation a. 
It will be seen that this exercise fixes the 
attention directly on the sounds and the 
analysis for writing, instead of on names to 
represent them. The analysisshould indicate 
how a word is to be written. The habit of 
"thinking in shorthand" which this exer- 
cise cultivates is no less important than the 
habit of "thinking in French" that the 
teacher of modern languages emphasizes so 
much. Try it. 

Cone, Kn (hook); Coney, K' N* (breath 
/olloivitig the stroke In the latter case ). Lion 
Ln 'N ; Une, Lnn ; Panther, P' Nthr (in two 
parts, as the outline sppears). America, 
Mr Ka. Organic. uR Gn 'K. Iron, uRn. 
Ornament, say, uRn Mnt ; then if it becomes 
necessary to indicate that the upward stroke 
is to be used, say, Run — Mnt. 

Details, Dee Tls. not Deet uLs. Notes, 
Nts, not N' Ta. Broader. Brd uR ; Butter, 
Bt uR, not Btr. Arithmetic, R'ThMt'K, not 
uR'Th M'TK. Instruction, 'n sTr shn, not 
■Ns T' RuK shn, nor 'N st Ruk shn, nor N 
str 'K Sli 'u nor N st uR K shn. Oyster pro- 
nounce the vowel, then 'Str, notoiStuR, nor 
oiSTRu. Grocery. Gra Ru, not Gr S uR, 
nor G Rue Ru, nor G Rns Ru. Tarrytown, 
Ta Ru Tn, not Tr Tn, nor T uRt 'N. Litera- 
ture, Lutr Tr, not LuTrtuR, norLutRutuR. 
Students. sl'Dnts. not S T U *Nts. Harmony 
Tick HuR M' N', not HuR Mn. Correspond- 
ence, Kr sPud 'Ns, not K Rub Pn Dns. Con- 
fusion, Dot con 'Fshn, not Kn Fs 'N, nor 
con Fs Shn. Recitation, Rus Tshn, not Rst 
Sh 'N. Teachers, T' Chrs, not Teh uRs. 
Extempore, 'Ks TMp Ru, not 'Est 'M Pr. 
nor 'Ks T M P uR. Anderson, 'Ndr sN. not 
'N nis 'N. Rhetorical, uRt Ru Kl, not Rut 
uR K uL. Married Ma Ru 'D, not Ma Rut 
(martl. Situation. s'T 'Sh 'n, not s'T shn. 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 



GRADED EXERCISES & CORRESPONDENCE 



ON 



** ISAAC PITMAN'S COMPLETE PHONOGRAPHIC INSTRUCTOR." 
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Chapter 1. — Consonants. 
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Chapter 2.— Joined Consonants. 
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Schools and others, desiring the services of experienced 
shorthand teachers, will please apply to Teachers' Bureau 
T^'"'^irtment, Isaac Pitman & Sons, 33 Union Square, New 
York. 
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' ' What Conttitutet a Orue Otaeher, ' ' 

■— g^XTRACT from an address by Catholic 
W*^ Archbishop Spaulding, of Peoria 
"^•■^ (III-), delivered at the autumn con- 
vocation of the Chicago University, October 
and, 1S99 ; 

A nniversitj, I think, is not so much a 
place where all that is known is taught, as a 
placewhere noble and luminous minds create 
an atmosphere which it is Impossible to 
breathe and not feel the quickening of new 
and larger hopes and aims— minds that are 
less concerned to impart information about 
anything whatever than to solicit, call forth, 
sustain, strengthen and bring into act the 
powers which lie latent in the human soul, 
striving themselves day by day, to become 
wiser and more loving thart with each access 
of new life they may thrill, inspire and impel 
others to generous and persevering self- 
activity. It is only in a university that such 
minds can be brought together, and they, be 
they few or be they many, are the life and 
essence of university teaching, for they create 
an intellectual and moral climate in which 
one cannot live without imbibing the spirit 
of self-culture. 

The important consideration for those who 
have the will to become all that is possible 
for them to be is not what they shall study, 
but where they shall find agenuine vital man 
who teaches anything, who while he teaches 
still continues to learn and upbuild his own 
being. The teacher, then, must, first of all, 
be a real man. Scholarship is secondary. 
The only wholesome influence which man 
can have on man is exerted by his personality. 
It is admitted that where observation is pos- 
sible we may not rest content with explana- 
tion. Let the pupil be brought face to face 
with the thing itself thai be may 



powers on this and not on words about the 

This is the method of all teaching, which 
is never merely talk about science or phil- 
osophy or literature, but is above all exem- 
plification, concrete presentation of the sub- 
ject ; and since the highest we know on earth 
becomes concrete only in man. the first tbing 
to be asked for, when there are questions of a 
school of whatever kind, is agenuine, noble, 
wise and loving personality. Neither a fund 
of accurate and pertinent information nor the 
most approved methods can supply the essen- 
tial pedagogical requisite — the airakened 
mind, the loving heart, the quick and com- 
prehensive view, to which as to the eye of a 
skillful general or physician, the exigencies 
of each moment and situation are revealed. 

The true teacher is at once a leader, an in- 
spirer and a taealer. He is neither a slave of 
methods nor a victim of whims and hobboes. 
He knows that rules are but means, and he 
does not enforce them as though they were 
neds. He is not a machine, but a living soul, 
obedient to thelightofacultivatedintelligence 
and to the inipulsea of a generous heart. His 
task is as difficult as it is important, as full of 
trials and hardships for himself as it is of 
blessings for those whom he influences. Let 
him then be free, let him be trusted, let him 
be cheered in his work. To make htm the 
slave of minute observances, the victim of a 
system of bureaucratic regulations, is to 
render it impossible that he should find joy 
and delight in his work, is to superinduce in 
him a servile disposition, is to degrade him 
to the level of a machine, is to make him 
unfit to mold and inspire freemen. If he is 
to train his pupils to a wise self-confidence, 
without which nothing great is ever achieved, 
he must not be made to feel that he himself 
is unworthy of confidence. 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



2^7 



BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 
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a tliat 

Pr. Bras., and other uuforse'eu causes, I find 
myself in a position which prevents me from 
promptly meeting 1113- obligations, and I deem 
It best to make an aesienment of all my assets 
and peraonal estate for the benefit of my 
creditors. 

I have succeeded in obtaining the consent 
of Mr. John W. of Reading, to act in that 
capacity, and I feel sure that his experience 
in business matters and his high commercial 
standing will a£Ford ample guaranty for the 
best management of my affairs at this unfor- 



Hoping that such method of adji 

his knowledge of the situation may prompt 

him to propose wilt meet your views and 

assent I am, Youis very respectfnlly. 

♦ 

5teporting Style. 

OOMHEROAL EDUCATION. 

Address delivered by James Brice before 
the Association 0/ Ihe Chambers 0/ Commerce 
of Great Britain. 

•"Broadly speaking, there are, I think, two 
main classes of 3-oiiDg people who have got 
to be provided for. There are youths who 
leave school at an average age of fifteen, who 
have had only what may oe called a good 
general education, but not a high education, 
because it is impossible to give a high educa- 
tion within those limits of time. You want 
to provide for boys who leave school at fifteen, 
either by keeping them in day classes for 
another year or two or sending them to good 
evening classes from fifteen to seventeen. 
You want to provide them with instruction to 
make lhe;n proficient in the higher branches 
of arilhmelic concerned with commerce, and 
especially in the very important branch of 
mental arithmetic — that is, quick, ready, 
facil calculation. You want to give them the 
elements of business life, explain to them 
the nature of negotiable instruiiients, bills of 
lading, and all the documents which a young 
man meets with when he enters commerce. 
You want to give him an opportunity of 
learning at least one, two, or three foreign 
langiiages, so that he may speak them with 
facility. That is for boys leaving school at 



" The other class you have to provide for 
is smaller, but more important. These are 
sons of men who have all ready for them an 
entrance into business either as probable 
partners or as occupying, at any rate, com- 
pBtatively high places in the firm they are 
going to enter. For these young men. who 
generally leave school at nineteen, although 
some go to the university and leave it at 
twenty-one or twenty-two, there has not 
hitherto existed in this country any proper 
commercial training ; and for them we desire 
to have a kind of commercial training which 
is paralled to that which the universities give 
to lawyers or doctors, or to clergymen, or to 
those who are entering the higher branches 
of applied science. For them you want a 
more extended course, which shall go more 
fully into the theoretical principles of busi- 
ness, which shall also combine that theoretical 
teaching with some knowledge of practice, 
and which shall include, in addition to a 
higher training in the subjects I have already 
mentioned, sonie knowledge of economical 
science, of the doctrine of currency, of tariffs, 
of the theory of exchange, of the causes which 
determine the movements of the trade, of the 
principles which govern the exchange of 
commodities, bas^ on the one hand on a 
general knowledge of finance and on the 
other upon a knowledge of commercial geog- 
raphy and the character of the products 
which come from each part of the world. 

" I throw out to you these ideas as to what 
the two kinds of commercial courses which 
you desire ought to be. In the higher course 
there will be also included a knowledge of 
modern languages, and especially applied 
commerce, with a comprehension of com- 
mercial terms used and outlines of the com- 
mercial law of the great countries of the 
world. The principles of commercial law 
are substantially tlie same in all the great 
countries, 1. e. , the differences between them, 
although important, are not so important as 
the points in which commercial law of Eng- 
land, France, and Germany agree with one 
another. (To be continued,! 
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Sxtraet from Opinion in the 3)red 

Seolt Case. 
^m^HE situation of tbis population wM 
Cj, altogetli«r unlike that of tlic Indian 
^^ race. The latter, it is true, formed 
no pert of the colonial comm unities, and 
never amalgamated with them in social con- 
nections or in government. But although tbej 
were uncivilized, thej were yet a free and 
independent people, aaaociated together in 
nations ot tribes, and governed by their own 
laws. Many of these political communitiea 
were situated in territories to which the white 
race claimed the ultimate right of dominion. 
But that claim was acknowledged to be anb- 
ject to the right of the Indiana to- occupy it 
as long as they thought proper, and neither 
theEngiishnorcolonial governments claimed 
or exercised any dominion over the tribe or 
nation by whom it was occupied, nor claimed 
the right to the possession of the territory, 
until the tribe or nation consented to cede it. 
These Indian governments were regarded and 
treated as foreign governments, as much so 
as if an ocean had separated the red man from 
the white ; and their freedom has constantly 
been acknowledged, from the time of the first 
emigration to the English colonies to the 
present day, by the different governments 
which succeeded each other. Treaties have 
been negotiated with them, and their alliance 
sought for in war ; and the people who com- 
pose these Indian political communities have 
always been treated as foreigners not living 
tinder out government. It is true that the 
course of events has brought the Indian tribes 
within the limlu of the United States under 
subjection to the white race ; and it baa been 
found necessary, for their sake as well as our 
own, to regard them as in a state of pupilage, 
and to legislate to a certain extent over them 
and the territory they occupy. But they may. 



without doubt, like the aubjecta of any other 
foreign government, be uaturalixed by the 
authority of congress, and become citizens of 
a State and of the United States ; and if an 
individual should leave his nation or tribe, 
and take up his abode among the white 
population, he would be entitled to all the 
rights and privileges which would belong 
to an emigrant from any other foreign people. 

We proceed to examine the case as presented 
by the pleadings. 

The words " people of the United State* " 
and "citizens" are synonymous terms, and 
mean the same thing, 'niey both describe 
the pohtical body who, according to our 
repubUcan institutions, form the sovereignty, 
and who hold the power and conduct the 
government through their representative*. 
They are what we familiarly call the " sover- 
eign people," and every citizen is one of this 
people, and a constituent member of this 
sovereignty. The question before us is, 
whether the class of persons described in the 
plea in abatement compose a portion of this 
people, and are constituent membeis of this 
aovereignty. We think they are not, and 
that they are not included, and were not in> 
tended b> be included, under the word " citi- 
zens " in the constitution, and can therefore 
claim none of the rights and privilegea which 
that instrument provides for and secures to 
citizensof the UnitedStatea. On the contrary, 
they were at that time considered aa a sub- 
ordmate and inferior classof beings, who had 
been subjugated by the dominant race, and 
whether emancipated or not yet remained 
subject to their authority, end had no rights 
or privileves hut such as those who held the 
power and the government might choose to 
grant them. 

It is not the province of the court to decide 
upon the justice or injustice, the policy or 
impolicy, of these laws. The decision of 
that question belonged to the political or 
law-making power ; to those who formed the 
sovereignty end framed the constitution. The 
duty ofthe court is to interpret the instra- 
ment they have framed, with the best lights 
we can obtain on the subject, and to admits 
ister it as we find it, according to its tnie in- 
tent and meaning when it was adopted. 
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Sbottbanb flotes b^ Zbc iBbitox. 



Women Wko Can 3>rive SlaiU. 



IT 



St is a 3^atal Sift 

DON'T wonder at the frequency of 
divorce," said the Club Philosopher. 
*'I have read with grave forebod- 
ings the account of the women's naildriving 
contest at Stroudsburg, in which half a dozen 
wives and maids demonstrated their ability 
to drive a nail without crushing a finger or 
breaking down in a good cry. 

'* In some of the advanced schools, notably 
in a Chicago normal school, young women 
are taught to do things with tools, such as 
the manufacture of fancy boxes, cabinets, hat 
racks, stools, rolling pins and about every 
portable article that can be made of wood. 
Perhaps the long list of divorced persons at 
Chicago may have some relation to this sort 
of instruction. 

*' It is altogether mischevious and inevita- 
bly fatal to domestic happiness. Not that 
the combination of intellectual and manual 
training is at all objectionable. I am no old 
fogy who regards the study of Latin gram- 
mar as the chief end of life or as fitting one 
for the responsibilities of a complicated in- 
dustrial age. It has been shown that the 
change from text-book study to the use of 
tools gives a more absolute rest to the weary 
brain than can be had in any other way. The 
mischief lies in the direction of domestic life, 
toward which even normal school graduates 
are supposed to look. 

** Much of the happiness of married life 
depends on the husband's sense of superiority 
and of the wife's inefficiency in certain mat- 
ters. The higher education is a severe strain 



WE hope soon to present a series of thor- 
oughly practical shorthand lessons for 
home study, and to be prepared by one of 
our leading shorthand teachers. 

While we think that the assistance which a 
first-class shorthand school can render a stu- 



on the happines of the home. No matter 
how much tact the wife may have, it is not 
always possible for her to blind her partner 
to the fact that in respect of book knowledge 
she is the more advanced. Her supremacy 
in matters of morals, of art and of literature 
he is willing to concede, and is rather proud 
of her accomplishments. She has more time 
for reading, while he is absorbed in business. 
But when it comes to knowledge and opinion 
in relation to practical affairs, of economics, 
politics and science, his inferiority humiliates 
and irritates him. The saving thing has been 
that she couldn't drive a nail. Probably he 
couldn't, either ; but he always thinks he can, 
while she, if she values his affection and the 
peace of the household, confesses her help- 
nesses and admires, or pretends to admire, 
his skill in the use of tools. 

'* The woman who learns to drive nails and 
to use saws, planes, knives, files and the like 
is bound to be more highly skilled than the 
average husband. This robs him of his last 
claim to superiority. She ceases to be a 
clinging vine over whose awkwardness he 
can smile indulgently. He knows that under 
the surface, however placid it may be, she 
holds him in derision when he smashes his 
thumb with a hammer. It is the end of 
domestic happiness, the forerunner of di- 
vorce. It may shock the trusting woman to 
believe that her strongest hold on the affec- 
tion of her husband is not her beauty, her 
amiability, her qualities as a cook or her 
learning, but is founded on her inability to 
drive a nail ; yet it is true." 



dent is worth much, still there are very many 
so situated that they cannot avail themselves 
of said assistance, and for those, we believe, 
that home study may be made to take the 
place of the school to a very satisfactory 
degree. 
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WOMEN WHO CAN DRIVE NAILS 
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Ibiab Speeb Botes bie 




Ebwarb Sbauobness^. 




Francis H. Hsmpbri^By, Esq., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

My Dear Sir : 

I take pleasure in complying with your 
esteemed request. 

Last evening my wife selected a newspaper 
editorial and read it four times. I herewith 
enclose the notes with a longhand transcript. 

I could not exceed the rate of i8o words 
per minute. In my experience I do not be- 
lieve that I have ever been called upon to 
write to exceed 175 words per minute, and I 
think one's ability to write at high speed de- 
pends upon the speaker's dexterity in the use 
of language and upon the ability of the writer 
to keep cool. When I know a speaker will 
use the pronoun •* it *' correctly and respect 
the restrictive relative, my mind is free and 
I can anticipate his words. But when he 
splits his sentences and uses a co-ordinate 
relative for a restrictive, I have to occupy 
my mind in providing punctuation marks. 

I never attempted to report a two hundred 
word man but once, and I failed utterly. I 
know that court reporters are frequently 
called upon to write 200 words per minute. 

E. Shaughnbssy. 



3Ceti to Xlgh Speed 3loteB, 

f\^ the Senate calendar is a bill to which 
^-^ every newspaper in this State has de- 
voted considerable attention. Should it be- 
come a law the business of making a news- 
paper would become much more perilous than 



Miss Sadie M. Merwin, stenographer in 
the office of the Quartermaster-general, 
Hartford, Conn., has returned from her 
vacation. 

Miss Blanche Newhall has entered the 
office of Streeter, Walker & Hollis as stenog- 
rapher. 



the manufacture of the highest explosives. It 
adds to the list of misdemeanors anything 
which may have a tendency to injure the 
minds or morals of the public. Sermons have 
been delivered in Brooklyn, the publication 
of which would afford abundant provocation 
for conviction under such a law. We rejoice 
in the possession, so to speak, of several 
clergymen who are as sensational in their 
way as some of the yellow journals, whose 
pulpit pictures are painted in crimson colors 
and who revel in that which is repulsive to 
the finer sensibilities. It would be a com- 
paratively easy matter to impanel a Jiury 
which would promptly declare that the pub- 
lication of such discourses, so called, had a 
tendency to injure the morals of the com- 
munity. The peril which may thus be said to 
begin in the church ends nowhere. It would 
threaten with confiscation the most carefully 
edited newspapers in the country. There 
never was a law upon the statute books, a law 
quite so blue as this proposed legislation. It 
has been reserved for the Senate of the State 
of New York in the sunset of the nineteenth 
century to invent a muzzle worthy of a place 
among the contrivances which made the 
Spanish inquisition uncomfortable for all but 
the inquisitors. . The Ellsworth bill is on the 
order of third reading. It will be discussed 
at a public hearing in the Senate this after- 
noon, with little probability that any impres- 
sion will be made upon its author, or upon 
those of his colleagues who have reaaona of 
their own for preferring darkness to the light 
of day. 



EwiNO N. Hamlin was appointed official 
stenographer to the Boston Police Board, 
Boston, Mass. 

Bridge Commissioner Shea, of Brookljm, 
N. Y., has appointed Miss Rose Delaney, a 
stenographer and typewriter, at a salary of 
$900 a year. 
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HIGH SPEED NOTES BY EDWARD SHAUGHNESSY. 
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Miss Louise Russell has accepted a posi- 
"tion with Singer Sewing Machine Co., Burl- 
ington, Vt. 

Thk recent death of Henry B. Hyde, 
President of the Equitable Life Assurance 
Company, promotes to the Third Vice-Presi- 
dency George T. Wilson. The new Third 
Vice is slender, alert, and less than forty 
years years old. He began with the company 
-as an office boy. There were three other 



lads who started in with him, but while they 
read novels Wilson studied shorthand. One 
day he acted as voluntary substitute when an 
official stenographer was absent. He at- 
tracted Mr. Hyde's attention, and now he is 
one of the foremost and best-paid insurance 
men of his years in the world. 

Miss Alice Goodwin has taken a position 
as stenographer for the Holyoke Paper Com- 
pany, South Hadley Falls, Mass. 
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22. Rules for Using L and R, Initially and Finally. 

1. Use Ra when a word begins with R, except before M or Emp. 

2. Use Ra when a word ends with R followed by a sounded vowel. 

3. Use R when a word ends with R, except after Ra and Ha. 

4. Use R when a word begins with R preceded by a vowel, except before T, D, 
iTh, The. ChaandJ. 

5. Use La when L begins a word, except before iNg. 

6. Use La when a word ends with L, except after F, V, Ra, Ha, N, iNg. 

7. Use La when a word ends with L followed by a sounded vowel, except after 
N and iNg. 

8. Use L when a word begins with L, preceded by a vowel and followed by the 
horizontal consonants K, Ga, N, iNg, M, eMp. Before other stems use La. 

9. Between two consonants use the stroke which will join the most readily, 
ivhich is generally Ra and La. 

23. Reading Exercise IV. 
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24. Writing Exercise IV. 



1. Reap, rub, rat, ridge, rack, rave, wrath, racy, rash, rhyme, romp, room, wring, 
rang, rocket, Romish, ruin, ramify, resume, repeal. 

2. Berry, parry, tory, diary, chary, jury, Cora, Geary, fury, theory, thorough, 
Ezra, sherry, Laura, Mary, narrow, wary, hero, morrow. 

3. Peer, bear, tour, jar, core, four, shore, lore, roar, ne'er, career, furrier, su- 
penor, interior, exterior, borrower, merrier. 

4. Herb, harp, aright, arid, earth, arch, urge, ark, ergo, early, arm, irony, air- 
ing, Irish, arsenic. 

5. Lap, load, leech, Luke, life, lave, loath, loathe, Lucy, lash, Lily, lure, lame, 
limp, Lena, long, leeway, Lehigh. 

6. Pole, tale, chill, coal, fool, folly, vale, valley, royal, Reilly, Howell, halo, Nile, 
only, Nelly, Longley 

7. Polly, daily, chilly, gaily, Viola, callow, galley, Lulu. 

8. Elk, alum, ulna, along. 

9. Purity, affilliate, forty, verity, variety. 

(To be continued.) 





A GAIN OF 20 WORDS PER MINUTE I 

Special to Court Reporters 



Isaac pitman & Sons' Do. 5 Claetic^Sounb flote^Booft. 



ai 



llll ADE of very superior qvisMiy plaie glazed paper, 200 pages, size 5 by 8 in., ruled in red 
jVl or blue lines. In the red ruling may be had with or without marginal lines. Sample 
* V^ copy post-paid 20 cts. In lots of one dozen or more, $1.44 per dozen Ezpressa^e 
additional. Sample pages free. The old style Note-Book, because of its cheap, stiff 
binding, has a constant tendency to close, and when forced to stay open will not lie fiat. In 
the Isaac Pitman No. 5 Patent Elastic-Bound Note-Book this difficulty is entirely obviated, 
and when the page is turned will lie absolutely flat and stay there. The great ease with which 
the leaves are thrown over will be appreciated in rapid work. Officially adopted in the Courts 
of New York City and Brooklyn, and is extensively used in a large number of the largest 
law and other offices throughout the country. 

WHAT SOMS £XP£2RT WRITERS SA.Y: 



I have become so used to your No. 5 Note-Book, 

that I can use no other My colleague 

(Mr. Beard) in this Court says that your books are 
the best he has ever used in twenty years' ex- 
perience."— Peter P. McLaughlin, Court of Gen- 
eral Sessions, New York City. 



<( 



I have no hesitation in saying: that I can write at 
least TWENTY WORDS A MINUTE morc with your 
No. 5 than I have been able to do with any note- 

'— Thomas BuRRiLL, 
Y. 



«u. 5 man i nave oeen aoie to ao witi 
book I have previously used."— TnoMi! 
Department of Highways, Brooklyn, N. 



" I became acquainted with these note-books two 
or three years ago, when I strongly recommended 
their use in The Stenographer, and have never 
regretted doing so. The paper used is fi rat-class, 
while the rubber-bound back, permitting the book 
to open flat upon the desk or knee, makes it in- 
valuable."— H. W. Thorne, Attomey-at-Law and 
Official Court Reporter, Johnstown, N. Y. 

•• Your No. K Note-Book is excellent. This is the 
first note-book I have seen that would open abso- 
lutely FLAT WITHOUT BREAKING ITS BACK."— E. 

W. Nichols, Official Stenographer, Triennial Com- 
mittee, Boston, Mass. 



Address ISAAC PITMAN & SONS^ The Phonographic Depot, 33 Uoioa Square, New Yotk* 



Makers of the Celebrated 

"Koh-I-Noor" 

" Shorthand " 
Pencil 



L. & C. Hardtmuth's 
Famous Pencils 



It Is a PERFECT Pencil for 
Shorthand Work. 

Made In One Degree onlj— 
especlall} for Stenographers. 

L. & C. HARDTMUTH, 

VIENNA AND LONDON. 
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FAVOR, RUHL & CO, 

ia3 W. Houston 5t., New York. 




SPANISH 

We are prepared to ^ive to a limited number 
of students instruction in Spanish Commer- 
cial Correspondence, showing how to intro- 
duce, develop and hold trade with Spanish- 
Amrrican Countries. There is a growing 
demand for persons having a business knowl- 
edge of Spanish. It will pay you to take 
our practical course, specially prepared for 
instruction by mail. Write for terms or send 
One Dollar for 3 trial lessons. 

SPANISH TRANSLATION BUREAU, 

939 North Tenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



SEND POSTAL 




SAMPLE 
PACKAGE 



THE 



PATBNTCa. 

"GEM" PAPER CLIP 



without mutilation for holding together enclosures. 
MSS., etc., is the only one that can be used over ana 
over again. After fastening together a thick bunch 
of papers, it will be just as effective uext time on a 
thin one. 

Retails at 15 cents per box of 100. 

The papers are clipped by raising or depressing, 
the inner loop. 

CUSHMAN it, DENISON, 

Manufacturers, 240-2 W. 23o St., New Youk. 
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OPHIE was spending her va- 
cation in the country at 
Aunt Polly's. 

Aunt Polly was a good 
natured, yet decisive sort 
of a person, and when her 
neice on her arrival at the 
little vine-clad cottage had exclaimed all in 
one enthusiastic breath — that she '* was now 
a full fledged stenographer ; could write 150 
words per minute from dictation ; was cap- 
able of taking lectures, sermons or political 
addresses at the same rate of speed ; and to 
cap the whole was betrothed to the loveliest 
man in the world, named Eastman, who was 
also a short-hand writer." 

Aunt Polly only replied, disgustingly — 
" you had better be study in' 'Rithmetic and 
learnin* how to make bread unstead of fillin' 
yer head with that high-flown stuff. It will 
be the ruination of yer sooner or later." 

Sophie only langhed at this reply, but 
thought Aunt Polly very old-fashioned indeed. 
This was on Friday. 

The next Wednesday a letter came for 
Sophie in a well known hand-writing. How 
eager she was to get at its contents, and Oh, 
how the seal bothered about opening ! Her 
hands were trembling violently now, and her 
heart was thumping away as though on a 
strike for freedom. At last the missive was 
before her, but, horrors ! it consisted of only 



these three words written in plain shorthand 
characters—** I leave you," and - signed, 
** Your betrothed husband — Eastman." 

The contents of the letter prostrated Sophie, 
and she was ill for weeks and weeks. 

Two months had elapsed when the frail 
little creature was able to be moved to the 
porch that she might drink in the delightful 
country air, and enjoy the beautiful mountain 
scenery. 

It was sunset, and as the sun in a gorgeous 
array of colors sank beneath the horizon, a 
horseman appeared in sight far away over the 
hills. 

Sophie watched with interest the approach 
of the supposed stranger, and when he 
turned into the little lane and reined up to 
the piazza where she was sitting there was a 
moment's pause. 

Eastman stepped from his saddle, knelt by 
the side of his sweetheart, and holding both 
her hands closely in his exclaimed passion- 
ately — * * I love you. Why this long silence ? * * 
Like a flash the letter came to her mind and 
she saw plainly the whole situation. 

**0 Eastman," she cried with a pang of 
remorse, ** you put the vowel in the wrong 
place," and then adding in a sweet, apolo- 
getic tone — **next time you'll write 'love' 
on the line, won't you? " 

Sarah Euzabqtr Wiz,i,i9. 
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^ association Department 



Stational Shortkaiid ReporUn' 3t»tetleUon. 



«( ARNBSTNESSUtbebMt 

gift of mental power, 

and deficiency of beart 

ia the cause of many 

men never becoming 

great," is one of Bul- 

wer's discoutses in h 

•ingle sentence. Many movements never 

develop end beconiesucceasful fixtures of the 

times because of this same deficieucj, and. 

Emernon tells us that " Every great and 

commanding movement in the annals of the 

world is the triumpli of enihusiasm, " Dickens 

•ays ; " Tliere is no substitute for ttaorougli 

going ardor and sincere earnestness." 

Earnestnbss and Enthijsiasm are the 
hands with which the heart performs its 
powerful work, and when these are supported 
by tbat judgment which is the offspring of 
experience and education, then "thrice- 
armed " and thrice-handed is tbe men or the 
movement, end I maj- say tbrice-btessed. 

The Earnestness end Enthusiasm which 
impelled fifty duly accredited delegates to 
journey from various points of [he compass 
to Chicago, in the summer's best, and tbe 
enthusiasm which their actions and labors 
bespoke while there, no less than the kindred 
feelings and forces prompting over a hundred 
other prominent practitioners, who were un- 
able to attend this initial meeting, to join 
heart and hands with the convention and its 
works, is sufficient guarantee that the stock 
of this recently -organized association is not 
" watered," but that there can be no mistake 
in " taking stock ' ' in it. 

Without entering into an exhaustive state- 
ment of facts, tbe assertion may be emphatic- 
ally made tbat the best interest of tbe phono-. 
graphic profession , and particularly the prac- 
tice! practitioners in it, demand Organiza- 
tion at this time, and that tbe future welfare 
of Shorthand Reporters will be greatly con- 
served by a National Shorthand Union. 



Tbe charter roll ia now closed, there being 
over 150 members. TheBxecutiveCommittee 
to date comprises tbe following, most of 
whom are stars of the first magnitude in the 
shorthand sky, and nearly every oneof whom 
baa promised to faithfully serve and not sleep : 

J. D, Strachan, Secretary, Brasil, Ind. Dr. 
Rudolf Tombo, New York City. W. H, Mac- 
feet, Columbia, S. C. Charles L. Morrison, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. Jerome B. Mowerd, Cin- 
cinnati, O. CberleaH. MCGurrin, Kalamazoo. 
Mich. Miss Prances A. Hoover, St. Louis, 
Mo. MissJessieBesack, Newton, Iowa. C.I. 
Daugbtry, Montgomery, Ala. L. E. Bontz, 
San Jose, Cal. Louis E. Schrader. Wheeling, 
W. Va. Clayton C. Herr, Bloomington, Illsl 
E. V. Murphy, Washington, D. C. Charles 
Currier Beale. Boston, Mass. Richard A. 
Mabey, Minneapolis, Minn, John L. McAtec, 
Jr., Enid, Oklahome. E. A. Peffley, Magnt>- 
lie, Arkansas. Henry C. Demming, Harris- 
burg, Pa. Charles A. Grehem, Louisville, Ky. 
Charles P. Roberts, New Haven. Conn. Wil- 
liam H. Luzenberg, New Orleans, Le. Wei- 
don T. Smith, Raleigh, N. C. Willis N. Tif. 
fanj. Phoenix. Arizona. Geoige Farnell, 
Providence, R. I. Reuel Small, Portland. 
Maine. John L. Barton, Meridian, Miss. J. 
H. Sheldon, Sioux Falls, S. D. Joseph H. 
Young, Oberlin, Kansas. Paul S. Carter. St. 
Jobnsbury, Vermont. S. W. Blodgett, Hous- 
ton, Texas. O. Raymond Brown, Richmond, 
Va. H. M. Nicholcs, Cedartown, Ga. J. H, 
Vosburgh, Grand Porks, North Dakota. 

It will be observed that the executive com- 
mittee is fast essnming formidable propor- 
tions. It is a very strong body without ques^ 
tion, giving assurance of the most positive 
kind of the sort of success tbat wearesceking. 
There is no figurehead or deadhead ism about 
this executive committee, for it is composed 
of men of not only brilliant parts, but earnest 
hearts. Under tbe spell of their eifbrta, in' 
the several States end Territories which they 
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represent, the Association will surely ** Press 
forward ! " — to use the favorite command of 
" Stonewall ' * Jackson — along broad and prac- 
tical lines as a National Professional Society, 
making sure its existence and clearly defining 
its usefulness. 

KBNDRICK C. HitL, 

IVesident. 
Trenton, N. J., 

November lo, 1899. 

JtrkaasoM Shorthand 3leporter%' 

3t%%oeiati0n, 

IN obedience to a call of B. A. Peffley, 
' Bzecutive Committeeman of the N. S. 
R. A. for the State of Arkansas, a number of 
Arkansas* leading court reporters met at 
Gleason's Hotel, in I^ittle Rock, on the 23rd 
of October, and effected an organization un- 
der the name of the Arkansas Shorthand Re- 
pdrtem' Association. The officers elected are 
as follows : E. A. Peffley, Magnolia, Presi- 
dent ; J. C, Morris, Jr., Hot Springs, ist Vice 
President ; John S. McRaven, Ft. Smith, 2nd 
Vice President ; W. H. Hall, Camden, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer. 

A Constitution and By-Laws was adopted, 
and the Association then adjourned to meet 
in Little Rock in May, 1900. 

The requirements for membership are the 
same as for admission in the N. S. R. A. An 
additional provision was made for the admis- 
sion of associate members, t . e.^ students of 
the art, and others newly engaged in the 
work, who are proficient enough to meet the 
above requirements. 

Stenographers are requested to write either 
the President or Secretary for particulars. 



Chicago, Nov. 8, 1899. 
Francis H. Hbmpbri«By, Esq., Editor, 
•* The Stenographer " 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dbar Sir : 

A reception was held Tuesday evening, 
November 7th, for the members of the Na- 
tional Association of Women Stenographers 
and the Chicago Business Woman's Club, in 
their club rooms in the Atwood Building. 
About three hundred members were present. 
Mrs. Charles Henrotin, the speaker of the 
evening, addressed the ladies on "Social 
Life." 



This was also the occasion of the quarterly 
meeting of the Association, and the following 
reports were read : 

Auditing Committee ^ Florence N. Hefter, 
Chairman. Club Committee^ Kathryn S. 
Holmes, Chairman. Finance Comtnittee, 
Florence N. Hefter, Treasurer. Membership 
Committee, Edith Conrad Beal, Cor. Secre- 
tary. Business IVoman^s Exchange^ Matae 
B. Cleveland, Manager. 

The reports showed that the club has been 
a great success in every respect, and our 
fondest expectations have been surpassed. 
Ver)' respectfully, 

Clara P. Sbippbl, 
Chairman of Press Committee. 
401 New York Life Big. 

Uhe Caiihrnia State Stenographers* 
JlMoeiation, 

THE California State Stenographers' Asso- 
ciation met on Saturday, October 7th, 
1889, at the New City Hall, in the Court 
room of Superior Court, Dept. I, and a 
permanent organization was effected by 
the appointment of the necessary standing 
committees which, as will be seen hereinafter, 
embrace some of the most prominent Court 
reporters in the state. A noticeable feature 
of the meeting was the unbounded enthusiasm 
exhibited by the various members, some of 
whom no inducenient could be offered in the 
past sufficiently strong to cause them to attend 
a meeting of stenographers which had for its 
purpose a state organization for their mutual 
benefit. 

The officers and committees to serve for 
the ensuing year are : President : L. B. Bontz. 
Vice Presidents : J. L. Holland, L. J. Girvin, 
E. E. Hood. Secretary : Robert F. Gallagher. 
Executive Committee : A. L. Coombs, 
Warren E. Doan, George H. Strong, Harvey 
Darneal, E. A. Girvin, Leo Longley, Frank 
Drew, F. J. Brownlee, and William Held, Jr. 
Committee on Ethics: George W. Smith, 
Charles F. Withon, and Charles' H. Adams. 
Committee on Membership : Robert F. Gal- 
lagher, F. H. McAllister, E. F. Duden. 

It required the introduction of new blood 
in the profession to bring the disgruntled 
ones together and remove the jealousies 
which have heretofore characterized the con- 
duct of reporters towards one another in this 
state. We were sorely in need of a leader — 
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one who was also an organizer — to take the 
reins of the dis-organized profession in this 
atate and cement the members together for 
aelf-protection as well as sociability. 

This was no easy task, I assure you, but 
the Garden City of the SUte (San Jose) sent 
us a stenographic Napoleon in the person of 
L. E. Bontz who possesses the powers of 
leadership and organization to a very marked 
degree, and through his efforts the stenog- 
raphers of California now have an association 
which they can well feel proud of as it repre- 
sents as high a standard of ability in the pro- 
fession as any in the land. They are now in 
a position to insist on the recognition due 
them as members of an honorable profession 
and strong enough to defeat any attempt at 
adverse legislation or any other move which 
is intended to injure the profession or belittle 
the standing of its members. 

At the next meeting of the Association to 
be held next Sunmier, papers will be read 
touching various matters of interest to the 
profession, the whole to conclude with a 
Iwnquet which will be the first of its kind 
•vet held in the State of California. 

Fraternally yours, 
ROBBRT P. GaIXAGHBR, 

Sec*y. Cal. State Stenographers* Ass'n. 



SAoriAatid Ufaehers* JlssoefaiiOM* 

THE Commercial teachers of the country 
have a federation, which includes a 
lihorthand teacher's Association Department. 
They will meet in Chicago, on Tuesday, 
I>ecember 26th. The programme for the 
three days is as follows : 

Wednesday, December 27th. President's 
Address, H. G. Healey, Cedar Rapids, la. 
*'What Constitutes a Complete Shorthand 
Course," Charles M. Miller, New York, N. Y. 
Discussion opened by E. J. Losie, Rockford, 
lU. " Classification of Shorthand Students,'* 
Miss Rebecca Strutlon, Cleveland, O. Dis- 
cussion opened by W. L. Musick, Springfield, 
Mo. ** How I Teach Touch Typewriting,*' 
P. W. Mosher, Omaha, Neb. Discussion 
Opened by J. A. Stephens, Chicago, 111. 
"Speed Practice," John Robert Gregg, Chi- 
cago. 111. Discussion opened by Miss Lulu 
lyurauce Ely, Sterling, 111. Question Box. 
General Session of the Federation. Thursday, 
December 28th. " Touch Typewriting vs. 



Sight Method,** B. J. Griffin, Springfield* 
Mass. Discussion opened by A. C. Van Sant, 
Omaha, Neb. ** Shorthand as an Educator,** 
E. M. Williams, Detroit, Mich. Diacuasion 
opened by L. A. Arnold, Chicago, 111. " Re- 
petition vs. New Matter,** Miss Vie T. Kobel, 
Burlington, la. Discussion opened by L. £. 
Stamm, Des Moines, la. ** Phrasing and How 
to Teach It,** W. W. Patterson, Canton, Ohio. 
Discussion opened by W. F. Osborne, Rens- 
slaer, Ind. "Entrance Requirements,** W. 
C. Stephens, Lincoln, Neb. Discussion 
opened by C. W. Ritt, Chicago, 111. Opening 
Question Box. General Session of the Feder- 
ation. Friday, December 29th. Model Class 
on Principles, Chas. T. Piatt, Hoboken, N. J. 
"Individuality in Shorthand Writing and 
Teaching,'* F. M. Van Antwerp, Louisville, 
Ky. Discussion opened by W. I. Tinus, 
Chicago, 111. Reports of Committees. Model 
Dictation Class, H. G. Healey, Cedar Rapids, 
la. Exhibition of Touch Typewriting, Chas. 
H. McGurrin, Kalamazoo, Mich. Unfinished 
Business. 

Mr. W. S. Rogers, a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Sandusky, Ohio, says : 

** We believe every live teacher should be- 
come a member of the National Teacher's 
Shorthand Association. We know that many 
find it difficult to attend the meetings on ac- 
count of the distance, but we believe that 
even at considerable sacrifice it will pay to 
be present for several reasons : 

To become acquainted with other teachers. 

To get new ideas. 

To get enthusiasm. 

To get positions. 

To get a standing in the profession.** 

Miss Mary Carmody, has accepted the po- 
sition of stenographer to Attorney Kennedy, 
of Naugatuck, Conn. 

Harry Williams, has entered the employ of 
the International Paper Company of New 
York, as stenographer. 

James V. Kelso, Jr., has taken a position 
as stenographer in the office of Superintendent 
Morley, of the Air- line road, Princetowu, Ky. 

Frank Wade has secured a position as stOo 
nographer in the office of Northup & Johnaoo 
of Wolcott, N. Y. 

Herbert M. Evans has been engaged by 
John H. Sessions & Son as a stenographer in 
their office on North Main St., Bristol, Conn. 
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Cbntsmarv Cou,boiatb InsTitutb, 
Hackettstown, N. J. 

DBak Sik :— As a subscriber to Thb Stbm- 
OGKAf HBK, nuj I ask a question or two ? 

In typewriting conttacts, will carbon 
copies stand Uw as well as originals? 

In all kinds of law work ore carbon copies 
as good l^ally as first (ororigiual) copies? 

Are erasures prohibited in law work ? 

J. F. R. 

[Answbr~A copy of a contract, whether 
carbon, typewritten or otherwise, is not 
evidence of the agreement between the 
parties to the contrail, unless the original 
contract has been lost or deatroyed ; and 
even then, before snch copy can be made 
the basis of proof of sncta afp'eement, it must 
be shown that search has been made for the 
original, that it cannot be found and is lost. 
Then a copy, whether carbon typewritten or 
otherwise, may be used. In other words, 
copies »xt on\y secondary fnAtacK to be re- 
sorted to when the orieinat or primary 
eridence cannot be produced. But. such 
original contract may be entered into and 
executed by means of a carbon typewritten 
instrument. That, undoubtedly, is the 
point of your inquiry. 

A categorical answer to yonr second ques- 
tion would not reflect much credit or dis- 
cernment on the writer. In all kinds of Uw 
work wben copies are Hdinissible, carbon 
copies are as good as any otber form of 
copy. In a large variety of legal proceedings, 
the papers used therein are required to tie 
served. This is done, theoretically, by serv- 
nig copies of such papers. In all such cases 
ttrboti copies are permissible. In contem- 
plation of law, semceof a paper is made by 
serving a copy thereof, except in cases where 
the paper (the original) itself must be 
■mrved, which seldom happens. 

Erasures are permitted in law- work. 
Biasures and interlineations (which stand 
OB about the ssme basis) are not infrequent. 
But, wben made, it is customary (snd 
prudent) to note at the foot of the iuatru- 



ment that the particular erast 
lineation, designating it by i 
the words erased or interlined and upon 
what line (usually counting from top of 



this is written the name of the party acting 
as witness to the execution of the instru- 
ment, whicli attests to the truth of the state- 
ment respecting the interlineation or erasnrc. 
This is done in instruments of such solenui 
character as deeds, mortgage!, bouda, etc. 
But in papers, etc., used in an action (a law- 
Buit) or other legal proceeding, interlinea- 
tions and erasures are made 'iM/t6t7uMt and 
without any attempt at noting the same at 
the foot of the paper.— H. W, T.] 

« 

Norfolk, Va. 

My Dbar Sir :— I wrote you several 
months ago for some information, which 
you kindly furnished me, and I hope I am 
not intruding too much on your good nature 
by bothering you again, but I am in trouble. 
It has been propounded to me here that 
court reporters and other verbatim reportMS 
always write proper names in longhand. I 
do not believe this, as they frequently, and 
I might say nearly always, find this impoe< 
Bible when writing rapidly. On the otbai 
hand, when taking dictation for immedlati 
transcription, and with no information as to 
how to spell a proper name which may be 
dictated and written in shorthand, what is * 
stenographer to do ? Por example. I en- 
countered a name yesterday which waa 
spelled "Silvester." Now, I know several 
families in the backwoods of this sunny 
Southland whospell their name "Sylvester." 
I naturally spelled it the latter way, and was 
told it would have to be changed. 

I baveolsowritten "Brown" for "Browne." 
How is a fellow to tell if be does not hav* 
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time to ask the witness or dictator how -the 
name is spelled? Is the stenographer en- 
titled to have every proper name dictated to 
him^ or spoken by the witness in taking testi* 
mon spelled ? 

I can write testimony about as fast as the 
majority of witnesses speak, but when it 
comes to rendering transcripts, proper names 
are my worst enemies. • 

If you can lay down some rule to guide 
me in the writing of proper names, or any 
information whatsoever that will help me 
out, I shall be under many obligations for 
your kindness. 

If I make no mistake, some time ago you 
edited a work on Law Reporting. I in- 
tended procuring a copy of this book, but 
inadvertently failed to do so. 

I am looking for a book which gives the 
correct forms of legal papers, testimony, etc. 
and a work that will serve me for hom^ 
practice. If your work on Law Reporting 
gives this information, will you kindly ad- 
vise me where a copy of same can be pro- 
cured? If, however, your book is not in- 
tended to meet this demand, will you kindly 
advise me where I can get a work that will 
be perfectly reliable, and serve this end. 

H. S. T. 

[Answer — Unfamiliar proper names are 
to De written in shorthand like other words. 
The first outline of such names should be 
written out in longhand, in the notes, near 
the outline, at the first opportunity. It is 
unnecessary to repeat this as to the same out- 
lines. The sten^rapher is to do the best he 
can, under the circumstances stated by you. 
Unless the issue being tried depended upon 
the orthography of Certain names, the man 
who would criticise the substitution of ** y *' 
for "i" and the omission of "e." in the 
names you cite, would be hypercritical. A 
stenographer is not entitled to have spelled 
proper names dictated to him or spoken by 
witnesses. If opportune, inquiry of dictator 
or witness might be made. I fear that you 
are exaggerating the " proper- name " difli^ 
culty. 

IVactical Court Reporting to which you 
refer, besides instructing how to ptx>perly do 
law reporting, does not pretend to give more 
than the approved forms which court reporters 
use, which are embraced in the general term 
"transcript." That book is a guide to re- 
porting law suits ; not a work on law forms. 
If your desire is to procure a book to aid you 
in perfecting yourself as a law reporter. 
Practical Court Reporting is what you want. 
If you wish a boot that will give nothing 
but law forms, and matter explanatory cS 



them suitable for a lavman, then I cannot 
refer you to any. The oook iHrhich you now 
evidently want, and which every law office 
amanuensis and law stenographer ought to 
have, has not yet been written ; furthermore 
it will not pav to write such a book, because 
the classes of stenographers just mentioned 
would not buy it. Practical Court Reporting 
may be obtained of The Stbnog&aphbr 
for |i.oo. I have no financial interest in the 
book now.— H. W. T.] 



I observed an unusual term in a news- 
paper report of court proceedings in Miss- 
ouri, viz : * 'Elisor. ' * A law dictionary defines 
this word as follows : "A person appointed 
by the court to return a jury, when the 
sheriff and the coroner have been challenged 
as incompetent. In that case the elisor rcK 
turns the writ of venire directed to him, with 
a panel of the juror's names, and his return is 
final, no challenge being allowed to hia 
array." 

3>id^ouSvfr 

Know, or hear, of a fast shorthand writer 
making an .accurate report and transcript of 
a judicial proceeding, who did not possess 
at least a superficial knowledge of the law 
and procedure involved ? 

Realize that a stenographer, who thor-* 
oughly understands tlie subject-matter re- 
ported and transcribed, generally does better 
work than a faster practitioner who is ignor- 
ant of such subject-matter ? 

Read David Wolf Brown's ''Factors of 
Shorthand Speed." I did recently. It*^ 
worth ten times its price (50 cents) to any 

young (and many ah old) stenographer. 

« 

Dream that, dispite your greatest efforts, 
you couldn't "keep up" with witness, dicta- 
tor or speaker ? or, that you couldn't hear 
distinctly ? or, that your pen, pencil or pape^ 
wouldn't "work" right? or, that your fin- 
gers refused to obey your will ? or, that you 
couldn't read back your notes to the audi- 
ence waiting in breathless suspense ? 

Meet that young person who "runs all 
typewriters with ease" and "writes all 
known systems of shorthand?'*. 

Observe that it is pleasanter to give than 
to receive— advice ? 

REAi>alegal document commencing with 
these words : " Know All Men and Women? *' 



(Continued on folio 286.) 
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n who i* above 
M may soma 
day find her bnslncM 
above her. 

Years ago it was no 
nncommon thing to 
bear tb« expreHion 
from a young nonian 
just entering the ranks of the toilen, " I 
don't have to worlc, — at home, they' don't 
want we to do anything 1" It was this 
Stamp of a girl that not so many years ago 
furnished employment to many other girls 
for the manufacture of luncb baskets which 
looked like books or music rolls. We have 
•een business men sneer at this type ; and 
the rank and file of tbem ba^e no respect for 
■ young woman who on one hand seems 
anxious for employment and on the other, 
with a to98 of the head, claims that there ii 
no need for her to work, — she does not have 
to toil. This once common spectacle, we are 
glad to see, is becoming rarer every da; \ 
■nd the luncb-basket-music-roU industry 
languishes proportionately \ 

Men and women whose friendship is worth 
seeking are not in the habit of asking about 
a girl, "does she work for a living," bnt 
they do inquire if she ia worthy of respect, 
if she is sincere, agreeable, interesting, well- 
read. It is character, or true worth, and not 
circumstances, they value. 

Next in importance to preparing one's- 
■elf for work exactly as a man does, and 
placing herself squarely on the same footing, 
— t. e., no favors on accoQDt of sex,^-do we 
regard the adoption of the ))rindple that 
labor is dignified. In the words of The 
Exchange, "Do not continually revile at a 
fate that compels you to work. Esteem will 



not be added to the crown of ■ girl who 
harps on what she has been, and who meets 
with but ill grace the daily duties that bef 
position calls for. Actions, not words, will 
tell the story, and at whatever employment' 
a woman must labor for her bread, the 
bright, unvarying courage that ihe brings to 
bear upon it, and the ever hopeful looking 
forward to better things, rather than discon- 
tent over what cannot be helped, will serve 
her in good stead. They will prove that 
even though a freedom of choice In the mas- 
ter was not granted her, she is still, even in 
uncongenial work, as much a lady as though 
she had been able to choose an occupation 
more in keeping with her nature, 

"Put out of your liffa the petty pride that 
makes you think because you work for 
your living the world looks down upon you ; 
it does not. It respects you, and is proud of 
you as long as you do your work well and 
honestly, and is only ashamed of you when 
you shirk it or seem ashamed of it. " 

We women are in business to stay, and 
should adopt and live up to three mottoes,-^ 
first, no sex in work ; second, equal pay for 
equal labor ; third, toil is honorable. 

3lu Colltgt-Srtil Simtlmna Woman. . 

IN an address on the value of a college 
education for self -supporting women 
Miss M. Carey Thomas, President of Bryn 
Mawr College, said : 

" Apart from teaching there are many 
ways of earning money where a college edu- 
cation would bring an immediate rettim itt 
the «ay of salary. Stenography and bocdt- 
keeping are now beginning to be olmoat ok 
overcrowded with women a* the profeaiion 
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of teaching itself. At Bryn Mawr College 
we have had occasion daring the past twelve 
months to employ and to dismiss a great 
many stenographers and book-keepers. It is 
almost unknown for anyone with a college 
education to answer advertisements for these 
positions ; and yet it is unquestionable that 
the possession of a college education would 
make the stenographer and book-keeper 
worth perhaps twice the usual salary, which 
already compares not badly with the salaries 
paid to ordinary teachers. There is an in- 
creasing demand for private secretaries, and 
really educated, competent women might in 
that position command a large salary,— say, 
from $ 1,000 to |r,5oo a year. Among the 
many women seeking such positions, scarcely 
any have had the training required to fill 
them. Given the same natural capacity, — 
the money making power of the college-bred 
woman is much greater than that of the 
other." 

Sfh§ QnwMtloit S3ox and 3t—oelatiom 
Corner, 

^HESE features are temporarily sus- 

■ pended, owing probably to the fact that 
our regular contributors have not yet gotten 
back into working order, after the summer 
idleness. Who will be the first to send in a 
query or some association news ! 

Xotfs from the 7i9M. 

npHE annual report of the Commissioner of 

■ Patents drew attention to the fact that 
the Patent Office m Washington is in urgent 
need of skilful stenographers and type- 
writers, — men, of course ! This is not be- 
cause the clerical force is too small to per* 
form the work required, but for the reason 
that as that work increases the force is not in 
a condition to keep up with it ; a consider- 
able part of the present corps entered the 
service before stenography and typewriting 
were such a necessity as now. These clerks 
will copy painfully by hand a class of papers 
which could be written out quite as precisely 
and much more rapidly with a machine, 
particularly since the book-typewriters have 
proved a success. 

A typewriter invented by an Englishman 
has a device by which vertical columns of 
figures can be written as readily aa they can 



bie set in type. By means of a special line 
space key, the operator is enable to write all 
over the paper, the whole width of the paper 
or in narrow columns at will. 

This advertisement of a shorthand school 
in Boston is characteristic of that city and has 
the true ring : '* Only pupils of character and 
culture are received. A week's trial, free, is 
given, when applicants are plainly told 
whether they are fitted for the profession of 
stenography and what degree of success they 
may expect to attain.*' 

600 girls are employed by the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Co. of New York. In choosing 
these, — mostly stenographers, — "only neat 
business-like ones are selected, who can write 
and spell well.** One inflexible rule of the 
establishment is that *' no woman shall get 
work there who does not need it,'* — a very 
good one, — all things considered ! 

The widow of former Governor Atkinson, 
of Georgia, has created something of a sen- 
sation in business and society circles by going 
into the field as a general state affent for fire 
and life insurance companies, her purpose 
being to make a living for and educate her 
Ave children. 

*' Women, ' * says Professor Barrett Wendell, 
of Harvard, "have no resilience;" but, •• 
some newspaper sage says, one must go to 
Ratcliff College to learn what he means. 

New York has now two women Commis* 
sioners of Deeds acting outside the State,— 
one in Chelsea, Mass., — the other in Havana, 
Cuba. 

" It was not many years ago that the idea 
of a woman receiving an education that would 
fit her for a business career and enable her to 
earn her bread and butter at better paying 

Sursuits than sewing, nursing, teaching a 
istrict school, or other distinctly feminine 
occupations, was received with a derisive 
smile. The change in public sentiment oa 
this question is largely due to the typewriter 
girl, — the stenographer. She has proved with 
satisfaction to the business world that ac- 
curacv, punctuality and capability are not 
questions of sex, but of training." Selected. 

A business man, employing nnmMrs of 
women stenographers, gives this voluntary 
tribute, — which is refreshing, in comparison 
with the recent decision of our Government, 
— "They do the work most satisfactorily; 
they go along pleasantly with one another, 
ana the^ are always in their places, cheerful 
and amiable. I think that the stenographen 
deserve much credit and much respect.*' 

Next month, by request, we will disctMH 
" Stenograph}' and literary style." 

Ida E. TumioiR. 
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ODBRN education tendi 
toward tbe discovery 
and perfection of 
methods. The thought 
of progresaive teachers 
is turned to the devel- 
opment of sjsteiiis by 
natural, logical, progressive steps, through 
which the student may t>e led to a realization 
of the subject to be taught. 

This trend may be noticed in the great 
nnmber of books on pedagogy, in the numer- 
Otis comments on methods of teaching, by 
teachers, in our magazines, and in the appear- 
ance of carefully graded and progressive 
text-books; which are helpful to the judicious 
teacher. In the search for best methods, the 
teacher must understand the development of 
the human mind, he must take into consider- 
ation as far as possible, the original conditions 
and constitutions of mind of each student and 
adopt for his own use that which he finds 
suited to bis needs, and which has been the 
best experience of others. 

The leading educators of today say, that 
the interest of the student must beawakened, 
his mind aroused and stimulated ahd then 
led onward in regular steps. 

It has long been a conceded fact that the 
learning of the alphabet by the old cut-and- 
dried method in primary education is un- 
necessary and is now thrown aside as obsolete. 
If this method is illogical for the child, why 
require students desiring to learn shorthand 
to ponder for days and weeks over the pho- 
netic alphabet, thus making bis work purely 
arbitrary? Why waste valuable time, when 
by the Word Method of teaching ShoKhand, 
the stMent unconsciously learns th* alphabet 
while writing words and sentences, which he 
must ultimately practice even though he first 
learns the alphabet ? 

The early use of sentences and of bnsiness 
letters stimulates interest and secures prac- 
tical results in a most satisfactory manner. 

If the text-book does not contain enough 
of these inductive exercises, one can compose 
sentences which may he written on the black- 
board and copied into note books to be prac- 
ticed by students in preparation for the next 
class. 



Sentences should be given early for trans- 
lation. More interest and better results can 
be obtained than from deciphering detatched 
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of si 



shorthand teaching will be thankfully 
received for publication in this department. 
Have you any difficulties ? Have you any 
valuable devices that you c 
for the general good? 



£ow 3i»partment. 

(Continued from folio 383). 

JokmEarlb Garrison, of Cordova, Ala., 
is the publisher of a paper known as The 
Sulligent Lightning. I understand that 
Mr. G. is a young man who also devotes at- 
tention to stenography. 

Emokv p. Chasb, U. S. Attorney at Buf- 
falo, N. Y,, who was a short time ago com- 
mitted to a State Asylum for the Insane, be- 
gan his career as a stenographer and subse- 
quently developed into a very brilliant law- 
yer. For many years he was a prominent 
New York state stenographer occupying 
the position of oflScial stenographer of the 
Supreme Court and also official stenogra- 
pher of the New York Assembly. 

Miss H. V. Barton, of ajoi Seventh 
Avenue. New York City, holds a good posi- 
tion with the Savannah Steamship Line. I 
understand that she is looking Forward to 
law reporting. 

Mr. Georgh Zollinger, of Booneville, 
Mo., has been, and still is, the official sten- 

apher of a judicial circuit comprising six 
inties, having been appointed in 1894. He 
has also reported in adjoining circuits, took 
the testimony in 1895 before the legislative 
committee which investigated the Kansas 
City police system and election laws, beside 
reporting other notable judicial proceed- 
ings. Mr. Zollinger is not unknown to the 
readers of Thk Sthnographhr, although, 
of late, he has not addressed them through 
this departnient. A newspaper cut of Brother 
Zollinger shows him to be a good looking 
gentleman. H. W. Thornk. 
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Sdilorial. 

Ill E •« in receipt of the American Pkono^ 
graphic and Literary Journal, under 
date o( October, 1S99. Mr. W. Philip Stein- 
haeuser, i3 the editor, address, Allentown, 
Pa., and Mr. Charles H. White, is the asso- 
ciate editor, address. Syracuse, N. Y. 
There is do shorttiand matter in the maga- 

Mr. White's pages manifest his peculiar 
literary excellence. Mr. White is a thinker. 
He has run up against some of tbe heavy 
problems of life and though he has not en- 
tirely solved tbem all, he has succeeded in 
cracking some of them so as to let consider- - 
able light into tbem. He invites contri- 
butions upon such topics as : 

Is selfishness a ainP Is love still pure? 
Does happiness exist? Is friendship possible? 
etc., etc. If the genial associate-editor 



can manage to obtain satisfactory answeia 
to these and other questions, he will certainly 
not have lived in vain. 

Miss Bdna B. Garfield takes charge of tbe 
Woman's Department of the Journal. She 
ahoivs a clever personality and will no doubt 
do her work well. 

We would recommend to tbe editor-in- 
chief that it would be well to wait until hia 
magazine is a Little older before printing in 
tbe prospectus of bb fint number that bis 
journal "is unquestionably one of the moat 
effective medinma in the field, and, character 
andcirculation considered, it is thecheapeat." 
It is so easy to exaggerate. So many are lead 
into temptation in tbia direction. Every 
aspirant forfame and fortune dips his literary 
pipe into tbe soap- water of loving conceit and 
blows away right merrily until hia bnbhlea 
fill the atmosphere all around him and he 
forgets for the time that they are not solid 
substantial things which his substanceleaa 
inspiration has been creating. Mr. Stein- 
haeuser has always seemed to us a sort of 
erratic genius. Sometimes be flies very high 
and upon fairly steady pinions. At other 
timesheseemstogel too high and tbebrigbt- 
ness of tbe squ appears to dazzle him. How- 
ever, we can afford to overlook much in a 
young man who is honestly striving to reach 
an ideal. Hay fixe PianografiAic and Literary 
Journal t\i\6)l its destiny. 



THE first number of McKee'i Shorthand 
J/it^dzin^ under date ofNovember, 1899, 
is received. 

We always admired Mr. McKee, while he 
was living, and we hope to continue to respect 
his representatives since his death. 

Sometime ago we acceded to tbe request of 
Mrs. McKee to open a McKee Department 
in Tbb Stsnographek with the under- 
standing that either party might discontinue 
it upon giving reasonable notice to the other. 
Under this option it has been discontinued 
by tbe editor cif the department. The fol- 
lowing reason is assigned ; 
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ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND. 

Graded Exercises and Correspondence on ''Isaac Pitman's Complete 

Phonographic Instructor. ' ' 
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Schools and others, desiring the services of experienced 
shorthand teachers, will please apply to Teachers' Bureau 
Department, Isaac Pidnan & Sons, 33 Union Square, New 
York. 
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£iberty and Obedienee. 



4W|mM ISE laws and just restraints are to 
t t 1 a noble nation not chains, but 
chain mail — strength and de- 
fence, tbongh something, also, of an incum- 
brance. And this necessity of restraint, re- 
member, is just as honorable to man as th« 
necessitj of labor. You hear every day 
great numbers of foolish people spealting 
about liberty, as if it were such an honorable 
thing. So far from being that, it is, on the 
whole, and in the broadest sense, dishonor- 
able, and an attribute of the lower creatures. 
No haman being, however great or powerful. 
was ever so free as a &sh. There is always 
something that he must, or must not do ; 
while the fish may do whatever he likes. All 
the kingdoms of the world put together are 
not half so large as the sea, and alt the rail- 
roads and wheels that ever were, or will be, 
invented are not so easy as fins. You will 
find, on fairly thinking of it, that it is tais 
Restraint which is honorable to man, not his 
Liberty ; and what is mote, it is restraint 
which is honorable even in the lower animals, 
A butterfly ia much more free than a bee ; 
but you honor the bee more, just because it 
is subject to certain laws which fit it for or- 
derly function in beesociety. And throughout 
the world, of the two abstract things, liberty 
and restraint, restraint is always the more 
honorable. It is true, indeed, that in these 
and all other matters you never can reason 
finally from the abstraction, for both liberty 
and restraint are good when they are nobly 
chosen, and both are bad when tbej- are 
badly chosen. But of the two, I repeat, it is 
restraint which characterizes the higher 
creatnre, and betters the lower creature ; and, 
from the ministering of the archangel to the 



labor of the insect,— from the poising of the 
planets to the gravitation of a grain of dust, — 
the power and glory of all creatures, and all 
matter, consist in their obedience, not in 
their freedom. The Sun has no liberty— a 
dead leaf has much. The dust of which yon 
are formed has no liberty. Its liberty will 
come — with its corruption. — Rvskin. 

Mr. Geo. H. Ballon, a prominent stenog- 
rapher of Tacoma, Washington, says of Pit- 
manic Shorthand Instructor: "I have ex- 
amined your book very carefully, and am 
more than pleased with it. What I like the 
most about it is that there is nothing in it 
which the student must fkip, and the entire 
absence of useless matter. How much weary 
and useless work I would have been saved 
had I bad such a book to learn from." 
• 

Eagan'S School of Business, Hoboken, 
N. J., enjoyed a visit from Chas. H. McGur- 
rin, of Kalamazoo, Mich., Oct. 13. Mr. 
McGurrin wrote testimony (new matter) in 
shorthand at the rale of 274 words a minute. 
He also wrote on the typewriter a memorized 
sentence at the rate of 165 words a minute. 
And he was not feeling in very good condi- 
tion, either ! He also covered the keyboard 
with a handkerchief and gave an interesting 
exhibition of typewriting by touch. 

THBLaughlin Mfg. Co., 169 Griswold St., 
Detroit, Mich,, make a special holiday offer 
of a $3.00 Laughliii Fountain Pen, sent post- 
age paid on a week's trial for $1.00, with a 
guarantee that if it does not suit they will buy 
it back and offer you fi . 10 for it. Only one 
pen sent to one address. This Company has 
been recommended to ns as reliable, and we 
have every confidence that their proposition 
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BENN PITMAN SHORTHAND AS TAUGHT BY CHAS. T. PLATT. 
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ConvMponding Style. 

COMMERCIAL EDUCATION. 
Address delivered by James Brice before 
the Association of the Chambers of Commerce 
of Great Britain. 

( Conclusion.) 

THESE aeeni to me the eeneral objects at 
which commerciHl education ougbl to 
aim. In commending them to the con- 
sideration of the Associated Chanibera I have 
two concluding remarks to make. One of 
them is suggested by a part of the resolutions 
■which I see are to be brought forward in the 
name of the London and Bradford Chainbers. 
It suggests that those who are interested in 
commercial education, and particularly 
ohambers of conimerce, ought to enter into 
communication with local authorities for the 
purpose of obtaining their concurrence in the 
provision of conimercial education and also 
of securing a share of the grants which the 
local authorities — the borough councils and 
the county councils — have to administer. 
That is a proposal which is well juslilied by 
the fact that the borough and county councils 
have already been applying this money very 
largely to higher technical education, and 
n^ valuable commercial instruction is well 
entitled to rank among the subjects, the 
teachiug of which the grant ought to pro- 
mote. The local authorities have the money 
and have the responsibility ; the local au- 
thorities have to some extent, but not com- 
pletely, the knowledge and experience. 



Reporting Style. 

"T WOULD, therefore, suggest that in 
1. places where there exists an efficient 
Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber 
of Commerce and the local authorities ought 
to be in relation with one another ; and that 
the Chamber of Commerce ought, if possible, 
to secure the presence of some of these mem- 
bers upon the Instruction Committee of the 
local authority which deals with these sub- 
jects ; that it ought to offer, if necessary, to 
appoint a committee of its own members to 
confer with and aid the local authority in 
malting arrangements which shall secure the 
efficient application of the money. The 
Chambers of Commerce may in that way 
render a very great service, not only by 



bringing their influence to bear upon the 
local authorities, but also tenderiug to the 
local authorities that advice and the benefit 
of tbat special knowledge which they partic- 
ularly possess. The other observation I 
desire to make is that it will not do, gentle- 
men, for you to secure onl^ the provision of 
special commercial education. Those of you 
who have read the views expressed by for- 
eigners, and especially by the Germans, 
know that they lay immense stress upon the 
necessity, in order that a boy or a young man 
may profit by his special commercial train- 
ing, that he shall already have received an 
efficient and thorough general education. 
You must never lose sight of that point. 

" I, therefore, would ask you to give your 
influence not only to secure special commer- 
cial education, but also to the movemeat 
which has grown so strong among us in this 
country in favor of making our secondary 
schools more efficient than they are. We 
shall have a bill this year for domg that, by 
reorganizing in one point the central author- 
ity which deals with secondary education. 
We shall have to go on and provide more 
effective meansof establishing schools and of 
securing their efficiency. These matters must 
not be indifferent to you— tliey are matters 
with which you as commercial men are con- 
cerned ; matters in which the promotots of 
education will look for your help, and I think 
they are entitled to receive it. You must 
rest assured that all we do for the promotion 
of general secondary education in this coun- 
try will be done in the interests of British com- 
merce just as effectively as if it were given to 
commercial education in particular. I hope 
that, in your discussions and in the action 
you may hereafter take in your respective 
localities, the fact will not be lost sight of 
that we are interested in this question, not 
only in respect of commercial education, but 
also the advancement and the promotion of 
general secondary education throughout the 
country," 

Note.— The Gabelsberger-Richter Depart- 
ment will be continued during the year 1900. 
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For the tcit-book (srlcc Si.oa) ■nd ejerclM boohs 
(price is« *Khl wpl)' to the InterBMIonal News 
Company. 83 DiMna St.. N. V. 



THE STENOGRAPHER. 



294 



GABELSBERGER-RICHTER SHORTHAND. 
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«^H^HE income tax law nnder consideration 
^1 J is marked by disctiminating features 
^"^ which affect the whole law. It dia- 
' criminates between thofie who receive 
an income of f4,ooo and those who do not. 
It thus vitiates, in my judgment, by tbis ar> 
bitrary discrimination, the whole legislation. 
Hamilton saya in one of hii papers (tbeCon- 
tinentalist) : "The genius of liberty repro- 
bates everything arbitrary or discretionary in 
taxation. It exacts that every man, by a de- 
finite and general rule, should know what 
proportion of his property the state demands ; 
whatever liberty we may boaat of in theory, 
it cannot exist in fact while arbitrary asseas- 
ments continue." The legislation, in the dis- 
crimination it make*, is class legislation. 
Whenever a distinction is made in the burdens 
a law imposes or in the benefits it confers on 
any citizens by reason of their birth, or 
wealth, or religion, it is class legislation, and 
leada inevitably to oppression and abuies, 
and to general unrest and disturbance in 
aociety. It was hoped aud believed that the 
great amendments to the coustitution which 
followed the late Civil War bad rendered 
such legislation impossible for all future time. 
But the objectionable legislation re-appears 
in tbe act under conaideration. It is the same 
In essential character as that of tbe English 
income statute of 1691, which taxed Prot- 
estants at a certain rate, Catholics, as a class, 
at double the rate of Protestants, aud Jews 
at another and separate rate. Uuder wise and 
constitutional legislation, every citizen should 
contribute his proportion, however small the 
■um, to the support of tbe government, and 
it is no kindness to urge any of our citizens 
to escape from that obligation. If he contri- 
butes the smallest mite of his earnings to that 
purpose, he will have a greater regard (or tbe 
government and more self-repect for himself, 



feeling that, though he is poor in fact, he is 
not a pauper of his government. And it it 
to be hoped that, whatever woes and embar- 
rassments may betide our people, they may 
never lose their manlineas and aelf-respect. 
ThoM qualities preserved, they will ultimately 
trintnph over all reverses of fortune. 

T F the provisions of the constitution can be 
-^ set aside by an act of congress, where is 
the course of usurpation to end ? The present 
assault upon capital is but the beginning. It 
will be but the stepping-stone to others, larger 
and more sweeping, till our political contest* 
will become a war of the poor againtst the 
rich.— a war conatstitly growing in intensity 
and bitterness. " If the court sanctions the 
power of discriminating taxation, and nulli- 
fies the uniformity mandate of the conslitn- 
tion," as said by one who has been all bis life 
astudentot our institutions, "it will niark 
the hour when the sure decadence of our 
present govemnienC will commence." If the 

Surely arbitrary limitation of four thousand 
ollars in tbe present law can be sustained, 
none having leas than that amount of income 
being assessed or taxed for the support of 
the government, the limitation of future con- 
gresses may be fixed at a much larger sum, 
at live or ten or twenty thousand dollars, 
parties possessing an income of that amount 
alone being bound Co bear the burdens of 
government ; or the limitation may tte de- 
signated at such an amount aa a board of 
"walking delegates" may deem necessary. 
There is no safety in allowing the limitation 
to be adjusted except in strict compliance 
with the mandates of tbe constitution, which 
require its taxation, if imposed by direct 
taxes, to be apportioned among the states 
according to their representation, and, if 
imposed by indirect taxes, to be uniform in 
operation and, so far as practicable, in pro- 
portion to their property, equal upon all 
citizens. Unless the rule of the constitution 
governs, a majority may fix the limitation at 
such rate as will not include any of their own 
number.— Extract from Opinion of Justice 
Field in Pollock v. Farmers' Loan & Trust 
Co., 15 Sup. Ct, Rep. 695. 
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A GAIN OF 20 WORDS PER MINUTE I 

Special to Court Reporters. 



Isaac pitman & Sons' l^o. 5 £ladtic«£ounb Dote^BooIt. 

lUI ADE of very superior qvLsAWy plate glazed paper, 2oopa^es, size 5 by 8 in., ruled in red 
/*l or blue lines. In the red ruling may be had with or without marginal lines. Sample 
* V^ copy post-paid 20 cts. In lots of one dozen or more, tl.44 per dozen Expressa^e 
additional. Sample pages free. The old style Note-Book, because of its cheap, stiff 
binding, has a constant tendency to close, and when forced to stay open will not lie flat. In 
the Isaac Pitman No. 5 Patent Elastic-Bound Note-Book this difficulty is entirely obviated, 
and when the page is turned will lie absolutely Hat and stay there. The great ease with which 
the leaves are thrown over will be appreciated in rapid work. Officially adopted in the Courts 
of New York City and Brooklyn, and is extensively used in a large number of the largest 
law and other offices throughout the country. 

WHAT SOMI3 ISDCPmEtT WRITERS SAY: 



I have become so used to your No. 5 Note-Book, 

that I can use no other My colleague 

(Mr. Beard) in this Court says that your books are 
the best he has ever used in twenty years' ex- 
perience."— Peter P. McLaughlin, Court of Gen- 
eral Sessions, New York City. 



' I have no hesitation in saying that I can write at 
least TWENTY WORDS A MINUTE more with your 
No. 5 than I have been able to do with any note- 
book I have previously used."— Thomas Burrill, 
Department of Highways, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

AddfesBt ISAAC PITMAN & SONS, The Phonographic Depot, 33 Union Square, New York. 



" I became acquainted with these note-books two 
or three years ago, when I strongly recommended 
their use in The Stenographer, and have never 
regretted doing so. The paper used is first-clase, 
while the rubber-bound back, permitting the book 
to open flat upon the desk or knee, makes it in- 
VALUABLK."— H. \V. Thorne. Attomey-at-l,aw and 
Official Court Reporter, Johnstown, N. Y. 

•• Your No. 5 Note-Book is excellent. This is the 
first note-book I have seen that would open abso- 
lutely flat without breaking its back."— E. 
W. Nichols, Official Stenographer, Triennial Com- 
mittee, Boston, Mass. 



L. & C. Hardtmuth's 
Famous Pencils 



It Is a PERFEOT Pencil for 
Shorthaml Work. 

Hade li One Degree only— 
especlallf for Stenographers. 

L. & C. HARDTHUTH, 

VIENNA AND LONDON. 
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Makers of the Celebrated 

"Koh-i-Noor** 

"Shorthand" 
Pencil 



.\ •■^?^. 
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FAVOR, RUHL & CO. 

1 33 W. Houston St., New York. 



SPANISH 

We are prepared to ^ive to a limited number 
of students instruction in Spanish Commer- 
cial Correspondence, showing how to intro- 
duce, develop and bold trade with Spanish- 
American Countries. There is a growing 
demand for persons having a business knowl- 
edge of Spanish. It will pay you to take 
our practical course, specially prepared for 
instruction by mail. Write for terms or send 
One Dollar for 3 trial lessons. 

SPANISH TRANSLATION BUREAU, 

939 North Tenth Street Philadelphia, Pa. 



ND POSTAL 




SAMPLE 
PACKAGE 



PATENT C Ob 



THE "GEM" PAPER CLIP 

without mutilation for holding together enclosures. 

MSS., etc., is the only one that can be used over and 
over again. After fastening together a thick bundi 
of papers, it will be just as effective next time on a 
thin one. 

Retails at 15 cents per box of 100. 

The papers are clipped by raising or depressing, 
the inner loop. 

CUSHMAN & DENISON, 
Manufacturers, 240-2 W. 23d St.. New York 



tN COAMSrONOINa WITH OUH ADVERTISERS P1.EAM MENTION 

The Stenographer. 



^^pewrtter iBxccilcncc j; 
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Hu Never Had 

So Remarkable an 
Example 



"^New Century 

Caligraph 

Don't fail to examine it. 
Booklet will be sent on re- 
quest with the address of 
nearest representative. 



$ American Writing Machine Cohpany 

^ 2J7 BROADWAY, NEW VORK 



iJriDERWOOD'S 



Black, pKrple, Blue, Green, Carmine, 



Hektograph, Llttaofrapli, Etc., Offlclal 



Indelible, nop-CopjIn? or Copjitif 



In any Color can be. bad on appllca- 



UOD [or all TTpcwrlting: nadilnes. 



9 -SUPERIOR— € 

TYPEWRITER SUPPLIES 

RIBBONS and CARBON PAPERS for all Machines 



'nie Beat Carbon Papers 



Seml'Carbon Paper In Blade, 



Purple, Blue, Orecn and Red 



For Prices Addreas... 



joHri Underwood « (o. 

Hew ioM cHKKCo Toronto 



,\ 



^^ 








cyy 




important Announcement 




TTHE Publishers of this magazine take pleasure in saying 
to their friends and readers that they have secured a sup- 
ply of the following named books, copies of which should be 
in the hands of every stenographer and typewriter operator. 



...friE... 

REPORTERS' WORD-BOOK. 

By Arthur R. Bailey. 

A MANUAL of Reference for atenogra- 
phers, amanueiiBes or typewriter opera- 
torn, being an authentic compilation of over 
aSiCoo terma and phraaea. relating to the 
Sciencea, Arta, lYadea, Profeaaiona, etc., etc., 
compiled, arranged and claaaified for ready 
reference. 

The regular price of this book ia One Dol- 
lar, tfUt HM long as the supply laata, we will 
send a copy to any addreaa in the United 
Statca or Canada for 

60 Cents. 



100 LESSONS m BUSiMeSS. 

Bj Seymour Eaton. 

Containf i Rapid Addition Made Baay. Buai- 
neaa Fractiona and How to Handle Them. 
Decimal Numbers and What they are Good 
for. Valuable Kxerciaea for Practice. Short 
Cuta in Figurea. How to make Change. 
How to mark Pricea of Gooda. Waeea and 
Pav Roll. Loaaea and Gaina. U. S. Money. 
Valuable Exerciaea for Practice. Theaiae of 
Capital I^ttera. How to apeak and Write 
Correctly. How to Write a Buaineaa Ivetter. 
U. S. Footage Lawa, Etc. 

Thia book haa heretofore been aelling at 
One Dollar, and ia conaidered by thoae uaing 
it aa invaluable and a great help to them in 
their daily buaineaa. 
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PRICE. 20 Cts. S:ffl5*(JU. 



Stenos^rapher Printing & Publishing G>., 4io Drexd Bidg^ PhiU. 



^r>! 




i'^' 




r^xvc^s^ 



s» 




Isaac Pitman's 



COHfAlNiNC: 

Instruction in both the Cor- 
responding and Reporting 
Styles, with copious list of 
Phrases and Exercises, Busi- 
ness L,etters and Specimens of 
Legal Forms. The general 
plan of the • *' Instructor " 
makes it equally acceptable 
for self-tuition and for class use. 
A chapter entitled, ** Prac- 
tical Hints in Legal Work,** 
from the pen of Mr. W. L. 
Mason, Principal of the Metro- 
politan School of the Lsaac 
Pitman Shorthand 170 Fifth 
Avenue, N. Y., is a prominent 
feature of the book. 




Complete 

Phonographic 

Instructor 



\ 




Contains over 16^000 ac- 
f tual Shorthand Cuts ele- 
gantly Bound in Cloth, 
252 Pages. 

PRICE, $ tf^ 




The Stenographer Printing and Publishing Company, 

4J0 DREXEL BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA. 
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